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A‘i)VERTlS£;MEXT. 


Dk. SorTiirv, spt'akiiia: <>f the works of travellef , 
very justly remarks, that “ of such booka^e cannot 
have too many !” and adds with ocj'iitl wth, that 
“ because they eontribnte to the instru''lmn of uii; 

• . . J * 

learned, llmir reputation siifters no diminution by the 
course of time, but tkat afjc rifther cnh 'nces the;: 
value.” Ever" man, indeed, whoso eiunprehenslve 
mind enables him to r ;-.;ip<dliizc with human nature 
under all its various aspects, and to detect— through 
the endless disguises superivduced bv strange religions, 
policies, man*it''rs, or cKiuate — ])a..!!V'>'.is_ weijlcnesses, 
and virtues akin to his own, must pc'rusc* theirelafioys 
t ‘ veracious travellers with pet'uliar isdisfaction and 
light. But there is another point of view ju wjijch 
the labours of this class of write,rs*may be contem- 
plated with advantage. Having ihjiia-’''A‘!k.*c.f them 
as a species of telescope, for bringing‘rcmote Scenes 
near our intellectual it n)jiy, perhaps, bp pf con- 
siderable utility to observe 3ie^ effect of s') n'Uny dis- 
siifiilar and unusual* objects, as nec(;ssariH’’ji resent 
themselves to travellers, upon the mind, character, 
and happiness of the individuals whii buheld them. 
This, in fact, is the business of the biographer; and 
it is what 1 have endeavoured to jicrfor))!, to the bcs4, 
of my abilities, iu the following “ LiveS.” 

By accompanying the adventurer through his dis- 
Udiit enterprises, olieil far more hold and useful than 
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j»ny UTulortak('ii by klntr oi coiiqiioror, wt* insoh..il)ly 
acqinr(‘. iL.lcss rej)olk*(l l)y some base or jmiuc'ral 
q.raliiy, an afVcctioii, as it v^ere, for Ins person, and 
leani to rep:ar(l bis toils and dainjccr^ amidst antres 
Ycist and deserts idle," as sometliinjr ^vbi(‘ll concerns 
IIS nearly. And when tlie sene: his waiiderine:s 

fo'.d^’n rpalnn. are at an m.d, oiir curiosity, nnwilliinj; 
i) forsalv(* an a;i,ree'<ible track, still puisnes iii^ni in his 
-■"cturn to his home, lonj^s to coidemplate. iiiin when 
])iaced once nioie^in tlu‘ t)rdinary ranks of society, 
v.nd .voiild fain he inforin(‘fl of the lemainder of his 
• I3y some siicli mental proi'css as this 1 was Kd 
it iiKjuirc into the li\es*of ctdebralcd travellers ; <ind 
thonirlu ^’n^any instances, 1 have been very far from 
^L ainitiijall the information 1 desin d, my r(>(‘ar(!hes, I 
t^nsf,^^ill neithei be (‘onsidered discrtditablc to iny- 
s^elf nor useless to the public. 

dn arrani^ine,* the inatprialir. of my ^work, \ ,iave 
a(U)pt(‘d the order of timev fn many reasons; but 
chieliy l^ecauSe,^by this means, thoie^h j>ursain<:: the 
jidventures of individuals, a kind of general history 
of travels is piic'^n’cd, wnirfi, with }‘,me necessary 
brecH\s,Vrini;« down the suliject from the middle of the 
tfiji'teentli century the efa of Marco Polo, to our own 
tin^fs. Th(‘ early part of this period is principally 
occupied* with tSe enterprises; of foreigners, because 
our ‘mid not then bejj;un to distiiij;uish 

th€!hi»i‘l\(’s\e:ivatly in this department of literature. 
As we advance, liowmer, ther^enins and courae;e of 
EnglisriknVit ^vill Vf^niifiir*l a lariec^ share of our irtton- 
tion ; ^ild.fronj a feeliuijj wbieh, ^)erbaps, is mori*, than 
gardcwiuble, 1 look forward to the exeentlon oi that 
part of niy^u ridertaking with mftro than ordinary pride 
and pleasure. 

»J. A. St. John. 

Pa? isy Muif * 24 , 1831 . • 
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CELEBRATED TRAVELLERS. 


WILLIAM 1>li RUBRUQHIS. 

« • • 

^ Horn about 1220 .— Died after 1^93.^ 

The conquests of Genghis Khan and his succes- 
sors, oxtciui'lng from the Araoor and^the ^Chyjese 
Wall to the confines of Poland and Hungary, having 
excited extraordinary terror in the mindiJ of the 
Christian princes of Europe, many of thera,*and par- 
ticularly the Pope and the King of France, despatched 
ambassadors into Tartary, rather as spies tib*(5bsojrvc 
the strength and weakness of the coiflatry, an3 the. 
real character of its ijiltabitants, thai^ for any genuine 
diplomatic purjM)scs. Innocent IV. commenced those 
atromalous negot'^plions, by sending,^ in 124^ amj 
1247, ambassadors into Mongolia to the Greai 
Khan, as well as to his lieutenant in Persia, These 
ambassadors, as might be expected, were monks^ 
religious men IjeinJ in those ■ times i almost the* 
only persons possessing any talent for observation, or 
the knowledge necessary to record their observations 
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lo]; lhc\ benefit of those wh& sent tlum. Tlie first 
tiinbassy IVoiy the t^ipe terminated niisiiccessruV.y, as 
did like vise the maide^i effort of St. Louis; but lliii 
piou^ monarch, whose' zeal overpowered his p;cod 
scnse./stiil jniae:iiied that the conversion of the (beat 
Klian, which fowned an importai^try^rt of his desip:ii, 
was^ur fr^fm beinj^ imjii'jK'tJcal^le ; • and upon the idle 
rumour that one of his iiiphews had (‘jubraced f’hris- 
ti;uiity, and thus opcm'tl a way for the (io^pel into his 
dominions, St. Louis in despatehed a seeoiid 

j^ission into Tartary, at the head of wliieh was William 
de llnbruquis. . 

This celebrated monk, was a native of Brabant, 
wdiOj having; , gravelled throuiih France, and several 
other couRtries of Europe, had passed over, perhaps 
with the army of St. Louis, into Eirypt, from wlnmec 
he had proceeded tc tlic Holy l.and. (Jf this ]>art 
‘of'.iis travels no account remayns. Wlnm intrusted, 
however, with the mission" into Tartary* he npaired 
to Constanlineffih*, whence, ha\ int^ ])nl>licly offered up 
Jiis jirayers to (iod in the church of St. So})hid, he 
departed on the 7th of May. witli his companions, 
and ‘iiK/^in^ Vdon^‘ tiie southern shore ‘of the Black 
S^a, arri]*jed at Siuopia, ivliere he emljarkerl for the 
Crjyiea. From an opinion that any indignities 
which imj:;ht b(i offered to iluhniquis would com- 
I)romist!l\;^e dig:nity of the king*, it had been a 2 ;reed 
lxt\vc-en Louis and Viis agent that, on the way at 
'least, the latter should pretend to no ]>ublic charac- 
ter, but Toigii itligioii^Miotivei?, as if he bad been 
iirged^ by . his own private zcij to endeavour the 
^‘oiivftrsion of the khati and his; subjects. Upon 
naehiiig fjoldviza in the Criiwa, however, he dis- 
covered that,' secret as their proceedings were sup- 
posed to have been, the whole^^ scheme of the enter- 
prise was ^perfectly understood ; and that, urdess as 
llie envoy of* the king, he would not be permitted to 
continue his journey. 
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Kuhnupiis Ir.ul jio Aooiut cnlcrccl the 
oY tlfv* Tivrturs tluin lie iinupiied hiinraelf to be in a 
Avorlil, Tile savu”‘i‘ asju'ct of the peofyto, 
iiX the most tj^rot(‘s(jnc costume, and etenialjy on 
horseback, together with the stran|4e ap|)ear\niec of* 
the country, tlu^.^iiuid of unknown hiin^na^es, the 
])rnct:re of unusual eijstoni’^, and Jliaf, feelinti; ot* 
loml^yK‘Ss aufj desertion •Avhicdi seized u])Ou tlieir 
minds, ea>*sed onr traveller and bis companions- to 
credit soinevshat* too readily the^ decej)tive testimony 
of first impressions, wliicli never strictly correspoiiLlj^ 
■vxith *’*Ml’i*iivellina' in those (M>vt‘red -^'11^:^0118 

'which serve the Tartars for <inrriae:es, tents, and houses, 
and ihroiiii'h immense steppes in whicU nmther town, 
villaji'C, house, nor any other bnildinp;, lave a few 
an til I lie tombs, appeareil, they arrived in a few weeks 
at llie cam}) of /ap:at[iay Klmn, which, iVoin the 
minib(‘r of those nu)\ 1 n;;' houses tlieve ci)lleeled,^and 
rauii’ed in lone.' lines u}>mi the cilge of a ^ake, a})pottred 
like an vminciise city. * ** ^ 

Herti they remained some days in order to re})0?*) 
tbemsel\(‘S, ami then si;t fdrward, with guides furnished • 
them by ZaaMtay, towai ds the eamp f>f SaHak', ^he 
prince to whom tlie letters of St. Louis weret^d(lrev«ed. 
Till’ nidt^ and ra])aeious manntrs of the Tartars, 
rendered somewhat luon* insolent tliaii ordiiiurv, })er- 
luips, by the unitceomiuodatin^' tt mper of t^wr, ^ucfets, 
rjijieared so detestable to nubriu}uis {.hat, to 'ifse bis 
own forcible ex])ression, he seemed to be passing 
through one of the grates of ^'ill ;^a‘hd hi.^ i(leas were 
]nol)al>ly tinged ^vhh a more sombre luie *by the 
hideous features (<)f the jicople, whos& eonniefiancVs 
continually key)t nii^in his’ mind the notjon that he 
had fallen aiiumg a race of (lemons.* As they ap- 
proaej^fed the Tanais the laiul rose occasionally in*V) 
iofty liills, whicli were succeeded by* plains iijxm 
■which nothing hut the immense tombs of the (knnans, 
visible at a distance of tw'o leagues, met the eye. 

ji 2 < 
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fjavino; crossed the Tiinjiis ‘and entered Asia, tliey 
were for si^veFd days compelled to proceed on ;foot, 
there* neither Iiorses nor oxen to he obtained for 

money. Forests and rivers heri‘ diversified the pr.^)- 
jspect. . TRe ^ inhabitants, a ficn e uncivilized race, 
bejiidint^ beneath 4he yoke of paiijiii^^, superstition, and 
•dwelliiHi!: in^fiiits scatteretl thro^igh the woods, w^reyet 
liospitalile to strane^ers, ^iiid so inacvessible tr> the 
feejing-s of jealousy thai they cared not upon whom 
their wives beslovved tlieii^ favours. Hog*^, wax, 
’•bo^iey, and furs of various kinds, ('onstituted the 
Avhole of their whalth. At length, aj['<^ and a 

'wearisome journt‘y, Avhich was rendered doubly irksome 
by their igiionuicc of tlie language of the people, and 
the stujiidv and headstrong character of tlieir in- 
terpreteV, they arrived on the 1st of .Inly at the camp 
of Sartak, three days’ journey Svest of the Volga. 

• Tf.»c court of tliis Tartar prince' exliibitetl that species 
of magnificence which inaj be siipjxiseil most con- 
g'ruous Avith the ‘ideas of barbarians : ampV» tents, 
•'rjehly caparisoned horses, and gorgeous apparel, 
» Rubruquis and his suite rtitcTcd the royal tent in 
solemn y#loccsk*on, Avith their rich (derical ornaments, 
chiijcli pjiite, and illmnytiated missals borne before 
them, holding a sple/ulid copy of the Scriptures in their 
haiiffs, Avearing tlieir most sun pluous vestments, and 
thunderjrvg^ forth, as they moved along, the Salve 
Reglim ! ” This pompous movement, Avhich gave the 
iTlission the appearance of being persons of conse- 
quence, dnd thin# flatti^xl the v^inity of Sartak, Avas 
not alt^jgetlier impolitic ; but it Jiad one. evil con^e-' 
quench- ; for, ^dtlioimh it probably heightened the po- 
liteness of ^tlieir reception, the, sight of their sacred 
vessels, curious*missaIs, and costly dresses, exciti'd the 
cfijiidity of the Nestorian priests, and cost Rubruquis 
dearly, mar.y valuable articles belbig afterwards se- 
questrated when ha was leaving I'artary. 

now appeared that the reports of Sartak’s * con- 
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'^crsiori to ("hrif^iiaiiit), ^vllicll hatl prolv'^hly J)cen 
c‘iiT<latod in (’liristoiuiom by tlfo vanky of tho Nes- _ 

• toriaiis, were wholly vitlioirt: foniulatioii ^vitli 

r^^jK'ct to till' otIuM" ]K»ints IoiicIkmI upf)n in tho^ loiters 
of tli(‘ French kiiiji;, the khan professcfl Ipmsflf uiiubl^t 
to make any \\Jlhoiit the crmnsel of his father 

13at()?i, to whose <*oiirt, .tlierefore, he rlirtif/erl the aiv.*- 
bassj^dors to jij’oc'eed.^ accord in|^ly rc'commeiiced 

tlieir jounftw, and moving towards the east, crossed the 
Volga, and traversed tht* ]daui5jof Kipjak, until they 
arrived at the eamp of tliis new sovereign, 'wVofcKi 
inighfy'h'ahh'‘'*-a‘ms never bi‘fore loliave reached their 
ears. llubru([iiis was singularly astonished, however* 
at the sight of this piodigious enc^vmunieiit, which 
cov(‘red the plain for the* space of three orlbiir leagues, 
the royal tent rising, like an immense doru^, in the 
centre, with a vast open space hei’orc it on the southern 
side. 

On the ftiorning aftef their urrivaT they 'woiy^ pre-* 
serit(‘(Uto the klian. They found *lhftou, Uie descrip- 
tion of whose red euuntejianec Knuinds the reader^ or‘ 
Tacitus’s portrait ol^Jhhnitian, seated upon a loft^t- 
Ihroiie glittering with gold. One of Xis wd^es saWieaf” 
him, and around this lady, and the otl'^r wiyijs of 
Baton, who were all present, liis J)rincipal courtiers had 
taken their station. lluhrMcpiis was now commanded 
by his conductor to kneel before the priijc#*..^ He ac- 
cordingly bent one knee, and was ^ about to» ?;peak, 
when his guide inhumed him by a sign that it (V'as 
necessary to bend^joth. Tins he^id, anti 'then, ima- 
4 fiuing, he says, that he was kneeling before God, in 
order to keep upithe illusion he conul^nccd life speech 
with an (‘jaculatuijii. Ilftviiig prayed, that to the 
earthly j^ifts which the Aliniglity had show^ered down 
so aTjuiidaiUly iij)oi^ the khan, the favour of Heaven 
might^be added ,<?lKi proceeded to say, that the spiritual 

• gifts to which lie alluded, could be obtained only 
by* becoming a Christian, for that' God himself^ had 
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saici- “ IJc Avliu Ixjliuu’tli anit is i)‘a|)tlz(Ml, shall hij 
saved; but hi* who IVlieveth not shall be damuVd.'* 
At HieslAvords the kluiK sinileil ; but his courtiers, * 
less hospitable and ])olite, beiran to clap their hauiK; 
And hodl uipl mock at the denoii ueer oi* <*e!estial 
veiej;e:inee. Th(‘ hiti rpreter, who,»i;val! })robal)ilit y, 
•'dio!lyMnisyff|)rr<ent(‘d the speeches^' lu‘ atteinpA‘d to 
translate, and thus, ]»eiha‘ps, bv some *‘U(‘oneeivrd>le 
blunders ex<*ited tlie deri<iou oftim Tarlais. rtovv })(‘Li*an 
U) be irreatly terrilh'd.^ as did Mubnujuis himsidi*, wIkj 
prc^)ab]y reiucmibered that tlie lead(*r of a Ibrmer 
embassy liad been nienaia'd A\ith tl*-’ icue oi St. 
fhirtiiolomew. ilatou, howevei, avIio seems to havii 
comjiassioTiateib his sufl'enn<i:;s, desired him to rise up, 
anil turuim^^Whe conversation into another iduuniel, 
bepm to" make inepuries respect iiejc the Frenc-h kin<i, 
askiniz; what was his ivime, and wlu^ther it was true 
that ^le had fjr.ittixl his own country for the- purpose 
of ca’'ryiug: oii'^'a foreipi war. Uuhruipifs tliim en- 
deavmircd, but know not vvitli what success, -lo ex- 
"Y>l^in tlie motives of the ernsaders, and several other 
-topics upon which Baton reifuircd informiitiou. Ob- 
serving* th£?t th5' ambassador was much dejec-led, and 
appwmtly filled witli terrorfthe klian commanded him 
to sit flown ; and still more to reassure him, and dis- 
sipate his apiirehcnsioiis, ordered a bowl of manfs 
milk, or /^r/.smos, to be put out before him, which, 
as brt'iiKl and salt ainomj: tlie Arabs, is with them the 
sal^red pledge of hospitality ; bn^.perceivimj:: liiat, even 
this failed* tb dispel' his gbi^miy thollghts, lie. bade him 
look up^anil he of good cheer, giving him (dearly to 
understand tliutdio in jury was designctl him. 

Notwithstanding ilie bafbaric -nagnitieenee of Jiis 
court, and tlu^*’ terror with which lu* had insjjired 
Rifbrucjuis, Baton was but a de])endaut prince, who 
would not, for his. h(.-ad, have dared to'detennino good 
or evil respecting any ambassador entering Taatary, 
every thing in these matters depending upon tlie 
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soveniij^n will of his bmtlu'r Maiigou, llTt:' Great KliXii 
fifltt* Mongols. Ihitoii, ill facf, vaiised^u much to be 
, si^nifiod to Jtubrujjuis, inf()r;iiin^ liiiii that t<iobtiyri a 
ti4;ply to the letters he had hioiip;!!! h(i iiiiist re[)air to 
the eoiirt of the Klu'-Khaii. When they» Iwd’’ been 
allowed sulhcient J:iiiie for repose, ;l T.iitar chief was 
as<ii;r(i',e(l them u l;nide, ^iiid bcine; fe 4 ‘mshed with, 
horse s for themselves llieir neees.Miry ba;^;j:ai]^e, 
the nmiaiviider bein;;' 'left behind, and with sheep-skiii 
coals to (lefend'tliein IWmi the piereim^ (‘old, they set 
forward lowaids th<i eani]) of Man<j;oii, then pitched 
near^h^VArV/ine front ier of Maugolta, at the.distaiicc 
of four month'-;. , 

The privations and fatigue whi('h they endured 
during' lids journey were indeseribahle^ Whenever 
they ehun^'ed horses, the wily Tartar iinpudently 
S(‘leeted the best beast 'for Idmjelf, tliouji;h Rubriiquis 
was a iarue heavy m^n,and therefore reipdr(‘d a pfl*wey- 
ful animal* to support Vis weii^lit. if any of their 
borseiv flapped on the way, the \v4iip and the stick 
were mercilessly plied, to compel him, whether he 
would or not, to keep 'pace with tlic others, which 
scoured alon^ over fue interminable <»tepp'is \with the 
rapidity of an arrow ; anti when, as som':times pTap- 
peiied, the beast totally foumleled, the tv^o Frknks. 
for there were now but tw’o, the tldrd haviiTg* venfainec 
Avitli Sartak, were compelled to mount, the piie behind 
the other, on the same horse, and thus* foTlaw ther 
indefatigable and unfeeling conduetbr. Hard ridhif 
was not, however,* flie onV^liardbuidp wjdch they hac 
^to undergo. Tidrst, and hungcf, and cold were adder 
to fatigue; fortlhcy were allowed litit one meal j)e 
day, winch they always cat in the evening when thei 
day's j(uiniey was over. Their Ibod, moreover, wa 
noj* extrenudy palatable, consisting, generally, of .th< 
shoulder or ribif of ^ome half-starved s^u^ep, which,* b 
increase the savourinessof its flavour, ’was cooked wit! 
oX and horse dung, and devouied half raw. As the 
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^ii’/vancec1, th’6ir conductor, vA\o, at the commenco- 
nictit, regarded tly:u-i with great contempt, ;ana 
appears- W have been making the experiment wlietlicr < 
hardship woidd kill them or not, grew reconciled 
his clfarge; ]}erceiving that tliey v\onld not die, and 
introduced tlieni Jis they proce(‘ded4j[> various ])owerful 
and Aveal til y ‘Mongols, who seian 1o Kiive treated K, hem 
kindly, offering 'them in return Tor tlu‘ir,pray(‘rs, ^old 
and silver, and costly garmen Is. The Uimloos, wlio 
imagine tlie East India ('ompany to be an old woman, 
ihre; alype of those sagacious Tartars, who, as llubru- 
quis assures us, supposed that (he jioue wi old 
mian, whose beard had beemblaiielied by five hundred 
winters. 

On t!ie of Oclobor they turiuid their hors(‘S^ 
heads towards tlie south, and ])roeeeded for eigld days 
through a desert, where they oeludd large droMs of 
w^ild tosses, which, like those seen oytlieT(*n Thousand 
fin Mesopotamia, were far too swift for die fleetest 
steeds. During the seventh day they perceivA'd on 
rtheir right the glittering peaks of the Cau<‘asus 
toSvering above the clouds, and arriv(‘d on tin* morrow 
='0,t Keii(kat<‘ a Mohammedan town, where they tasted 
of vfjne, and tliat delicious liquor wliicli the Orientals 
extrait from rice. Ac a city w^hieh Rubruquis calls 
E(jaii^y iicTar lake Baikal, he found traces of the 
Persian laijguage ; and shortly afterwards entered the 
country oV tnc Orrighers, an idolatrous, or at least a 
pagan race, who worshipped with their face.s towards 
the north, -wiiil-e the;*east wns at that period the Kahlch, 
or praying-point, of the Christians. , 

Our tcaVeller, though far from being intolerant for his 
age", had not attained that •pitch pf humanity which 
teaches us to do to others as we would they should 
do, unto us; for, upon entering a temple, which, fi; 9 m 
his* description, «wc discover to have be'en dedicated to 
Buddha, and finding the priests engaged in their de- 
votions, he irreverently disturbc(l them by asking 
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^questions and cudeavoririn^ to enter into' (‘onvors^t’oii 
with them. The Buddhists/' ( oiisistontly witli the 
mildness of their religion, ^ebuked this iibrasicn by 
>iie most obsliniite silence, or l)y conliiniul re])etitions 
of the words ()m, ()m ! hactavi !” Mhich‘, as iie wuji 
afterwards inforn*>d, sij^nihed, “-Lord, Lord, thon 
knoN’lvst it •! ” 'tSuise ])riesls, Jike the BoiftTcsof'Chiniv 
Avi^ and Siy,m, shav(‘d thvir heads, and Avore flowinj^ 
yellow garments, probably to show their contempt 
ibr the Brahminical ra<A\ amons; whom yellow is the 
badjre of the most degraded (‘astes. They believed iir 
one f*oVx,*‘i\lid,^like theiT Hindoo fOrefathers>, burned 
their dead, and erected pyramids over their ashes. 

Contiiininjj; their journey W'ith their usual ra])idity, 
they arrived, on the last day of the year, a^Uhe court of 
Man^ou, who was encamped in a plain of imiheasure- 
able extent, and as level as tl>e sea. Here, notwith- 
standing' the rii:;our flf the cold, lliibruquis, copfiu’ifi- 
ably to the 'l ules of Ins cti’der, went tc/’court barefoot, 
a piec'w of affectation for wdii(;h be iJfterwards suffer(‘d 
severely. Three or four days’ experience of the cold ' 
of Northern Tartary cured him of this folly, however,, 
so that by the fourth of January, 125'i, wh^n he was^ 
admitted to an audience of Man^ou, he was content 
to wear shoes like another person. 

On entering the imperial t<*nt, heedless oT time and 
place, Rubruquis and his companion began to chant 
the hymn, A Solis Ortus,” which in alF probability 
made the khan, who understood not one word 'of 
what they said, artd knew</he meaning bf none of 
{heir ceremonies, regard them asViadmcn. however, 
on this point loothing was said, only, befoi'e the^ 
advanced into tho pn^sc^cc they iveje carefully 
searched lest they should have conccialed knives or 
dagjfers under their robes, with which they might 
assassinate the »*khan. Even their ihterpreter w^as 
compelled to leave his belt and kharjar with the porter. 
Mdre’s milk was placed on a low table near the eu- 
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tFiince, close *to Avhi(‘h thvy we/e tlosned to seat them- 
selves, u|jou *^1 kiiK^ of lony: seat or form, opposite 
the tpicvn* and lier ladw*s. The floor Avas covered ■ 
willi cloth of e:old, and in the centre of the apartr- 
ment AviPs a ^ind of o|n‘n sto\'(‘, in which a fin* of 
thorns and othen- «ilry sticks, ini}]p;l**<l ^with cow-dun«^, 
^'ras l)imiin^^. The khan* clotl\i‘d in' a rohe of slfiniin^ 
fur, somethiiie* leseinbline; ^;i;al-skiii, wiw< sedated a 
smyLli conch. He Avas ii man ol about l'orty-H\e, of 
iniddllne; stature, with a thick flat nose. His (jueen, 
^ y)\\\v^ ami ])eaiitifMl woman, was seated near him, 
toi^c'therMvith one of his daiiii’hters liy a^flTTniV/r W’ife, 
*a princess of man iaaeable ; and a ^^reat number 
of younc: children. 

Tlie fust fcj[uest ion ])ut to tin in by the khan was 
what thVy would drink, there heine* n])on the table 
four species of bevcirao;^, — ^wine, cerasine. or rice-wine, 
irtilkj^and a sopt of inetliejj;lin. T'liey rc'plied that they 
' were, no p;reat drinkers, buf would reaiKly taste of 
whatever his majesty might ])leasc to cominamU* upon 
'wjiicli the khan direct c*d his cii]) 1 )earer to place cc- 
rasiiie biTore them. The Tftreonmn interpreter, who 
a* uv^ji of very difl’creiit mettle, and jierhaps 
thoii^ht it ;i sin to permit *^\o khan's wine to lie idle, 
had mcaiiwhile conceived a violent aflection for the 
enphearer,* and had so frequendy ])ut his services in 
requisition, that whether he was in tlie imperiai tent 
or iif«fi*Frank ta\^ern w’as to him a matter of some 
dOul)t, Mangon himself had pledged his Christian 
guests sojiftiwlvat Foo frev^y, and ill order to allow his 
brain leisure to adjiist itself, and at the same time to 
excite *1110 wondcT of the strangers# by his skill in 
falconry, ccpninanded varibns kii^ds of birds of prey 
to be brought,* each of which he placed successively 
Ufon his hand, and eonsiderejjl with that steady 
sagacity whicTi men a little touchcU witli wipe are 
fond of exhibiting. 

J[laviiig assiduously regarded Uic birds long enough 
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evince lus imperial (^)ntenipt of politeness^ ]Miin^7)ii 
desi ed the ainbiissadors lo speSU fiubiiupiis olii'verl, 

• and delivered an ■ liuranii^^uo* of sonu* l(‘n^tW,* vv*iiieh, 
i^onsiderin^’ t]i(‘ muddy staU* of tlu‘ interpr(*t(‘r’s ])raiii 
and the (‘xtrenu'ly anal(»i;<)us condition <^)f tlk* Johan’s, ^ 
may very safely be «itpj)osedto havel*(‘endisj)ersed, lilvc 
the rejected prayers of jlie Homeric^ heroes, in*(‘inply* 
air. , in rep!^-, as he wiuil** obscMxes, MaJiiiou made a 
speech, frewn which, as it was tnanslated t<j him, theipn- 
bassador could infer nothing’ exeept that the interpreter 
ivas t*xtromely drunk, and rlu' empeior very btlle better, 
in sffiVt.' of this ^‘loudy medium, liow^'ver, he wnairined 
he coidd perceive that J\l*in^ou intended to express* 
some displeasure at their havmjjc, in tj^e lirst instance, 
repaired to the court of Sartak rather t#nui to his; 
but, observing; that the interpreter’s brain wiJs txjtally 
hostile to thi* passage* of rati()nal ideas, Rubrucjuis 
wisely concluded tliSt silence would be his best Aieiftl 
on the occitsion, and he •accord! ugly Tiddressed .him- 
self to»that moody and mysterious fiowia’, and shortly 
afterwards received permission to retire. 

The ostensible objeet of Rubrucpiis was to obtain 
permission to remain in Mongolia foi^the ot 

preaching the CJospel ; bui wiiether this was merely a 
feint, or that the appearance ’of the (‘oS^y^ry and 
people had cooled his zeal, it is certain that ne did 
not urge the ))oint very vehemently. Hov^evei, the 
khan was easily prevailed upon to allow*ldni V; pro- 
long his stay till tlie melting of the snows and tiie 
warm l)ree.zes of s]ftiiig sho.^ijd render travelling more 
agreeable. In th^ meanwhile our ambassi^lor em- 
ployed himself tn acquiiing some knowledge' of thd 
people and the coimtry; hut the language, without 
wliich such knowledge must ever be superficial, he 
totijly neglected. '* 

About Eastcr?the Khan, with his family and smaller 
* tents or pavilions, quitted the camp,* and proeectlcd 
towards Karakorum^ whicdi might be tenneil his capi- 
tal, for the purpose of examining a marvelloiys piece 
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of ’n^‘\VLlIi*rY 111 form of a trco, th('‘ ]>ro(luclion of 
Fr eiK'li i2:oUlsii»itli. This <*urious piece of iiiechiif.lsm 
■i\ iis 4;c*t • H>p ill the biiiH[iu!tin<^'-hall of his ])alare, and 
from its liraiielies, as fiom some miraeiihms fouiitaiii, 
Jbiir kudls o,f wines and other delicious cordials, 
^uslied fortli for %he use of tliQ ^jiests. Hnbruqnis 
4uid his eor^'panions foiknyecKin the' i niperor’s train, 
traversing* a monnlainoiis * and steril (Ibtriet, u’kere 
tentP^sts, l)(?arin”' snow' and intolerable* ordd upon 
their vvin^s, swept and roared around them as they 
*-"i>asesed, jiicreim:: tlirout;h their shetqiskins and other 
coverings to their very bones. x " 

At Karakorum, a smal’ eity, wbieli Rubrmpiis 
compares to tin' teiAvn of St. l^enis, near Paris, our 
ambassador-iaiissionary rnaintaineel a public disjmta- 
tiori w'idi certain pa<^'aii priests, in the jiresenec* of 
three of the khan's secretaries, of whom the first was 
a*(Mi^’&tian, thu si'cond a Mohaiinnedan, and the third 
•a Bujildhist. Tlic eondnetnif tlu*. khan 'was distin- 
guished by tlie«*must perfect toleration, as ho* com- 
•imuidod under pain of death that none of the dispu- 
^tarits should slander, traduce,' or abuse bis adversaries, 
-iM- jpndetv^iur by rumours or insinuations to excite 
popvlar indignation against them ; an act of mildness 
from whyiVi Jtubru(piis, with the iliiherality of a monk, 
inferred that Mangon was totally indifferent to all re- 
ligion. His object, however, seems to have been to 
discov^<r the truth; but from the disputes of men who 
argued with each other throng^ interpreters wholly 
ignorant of the sAbject^*and nofte of whom could 
clearly (Comprehend the doctrines, he impugned, nc 
great ihstniction was to be dcTivodl Accordingly, 
the dispute , ended, as alt such t disputes must, in 
smoke ; and cifch disputant retired from the field 
mjre fully persuaded than ever ,of the invulnerable 
force of his own systiun. * 

At length, perceiving that nothing was to be effected, 
and, having, indeed, no very definite oVyjcet to effect, 
except^g tlic conversion* of the khan, wliich to a man 
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who could not even c(ai verse with him^>))on the nnR 5 >?t 
?)rdinciry topic, seemed difficftlj, RubriKini!? toohfhis 
, leave of the Monj^ol court, aiid leaving; his <*fTj[ipanion 
•it Karakorum, turned his face towards the west. 
Returniiij^^by an easier or more direct route, -Iv* l^ached 
the camp of Batou in two inontlis. From thence he 
procv*eded to the city‘of Sar^i on tlie Vojo^a, Jjnd de- 
scending along the coirrs(v\)f that rivtr, ehtered Dan- 
ghistan, crossed the eaucasus, and pursued his journey 
through Georgia, Arme^iia, and Asia Minor, to Syfia. 

Here he discovered that, tatight by misfortung o*r 
yielf^c to the force of circuinsUnces, thp Frencli 
king had reliilquished, at least for the present, hi* 
mad project of recovering Palestine. He was there^ 
fore desirous of [)rocecding to Europe, fo| the ])urposc 
of rendering this prince an account ot his*inission : 
but this being contrary to the wishes of his superiors 
who had assigned^him the convent of Acra Jbr lie 
retreat, hg conUmted bimsclf with .drawing up ai 
ac'coiyat of his travels, which was% fc\j:warded, by tin 
first opportunity that occurred, to St. Loui:? in France 
Rubruquis then retired to his convent, in the glooii 
of whose cloisters he thenceforward* concj?aled hiy^ 
self from the eyes of mjiukind. It has been tiScer 
tained, however, that he wu» still livinxjn *i293 
though the exacd. date of his death is uiikno\{*h? 

The work of Iluhrmtuis was originally^ written ii 
Latin, from which language a portion of»it«Was.trans 
lated into J^nglish and published by Hackluyt 
Shortly afterwardii Purclw published a ^ncAv versioi 
of the whole work in hiscofleetton. From this versioi 
* Bergeron mad^i Ins translation into Frcncl?, -with th 
aid of a Latin manuscriid^ which Vander Aa, xand‘‘thi 
“ Biographic Universelle” have niultipficd into two 
In^*alh or any of these forms, the work may stiy b< 
read with greaj pleasure and udvanPageJ^y the dili|cn 
studbnt of theOpinions and manners' of mankind. 
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7iie relations oJ‘ Ascelin, Carpini and 
which arc supposed l)y sonic writers lo luive opened 
the wav to the discoveries of tlic Polo family, are by 
no nuiuiij: eiijitlKl to so hijjch an honour. Carpini did 
not reliirp lo Italy until the latter end of the year 
1248 ; Ascelin’s return was still later; and althou[i:h 
retiort^ of the stranp,(i tilings they lad btheld no doubt 
cjnickly rca<*li(jd^Veni(‘e, tlies|; cannot be 5^,11 pjiosiid to 
have exercised any^ very powerful influence in deter- 
mining Nicolo and Ma€io to undertake a voyage to 
Cc*’istaiitino})le, the original place of their destination, 
^oni whence th(‘y were accidentally led on into the 
ex\i?mities of Tartary. With respect to Rubruquis, 
he coKiineiu'ed his undertaking tliree years after their 
deparUiru Trom Venice, while they were in Bokhara ; 
and before his return to Palestine they liad already 
penetratedi ii>*o C’athay. The influence of the relations 
of these monks upon the movements of the Polos is 
therefore inuejrinary. , ' , 

Nicolo and' Maffio T^jIo, two noble Venetians 
C8^^ag(‘d^ fii commerce, having freighted a vessel with 
rich inerchaudise, sailed from Venice in the year 
1250. Traversing the Mediterranean and the Bos- 
phoris, they arrived in safety at Constantinople. 
BalJlwin 11. be,ir»g then Emperor <h‘ the East. Here 
they disposeef oi* 'their cargo, and purcliasing rich 
jew^els with tlie proceeds, crossed the Black Sea to 
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Soldain, or Sudiik, in tko Ciinica, fVonr<vlicnr(i tir') 
^ra^^dk•d by land to tlic (^,ou*t/)r Burkuli a 

^Tartar prince whose principal residences wer“ the cities 
^ -A 1-Serai, and Bolc:har. To this khan fhey pre- 
sented a number of their finest jewels, receivini;' shifts 
of still o-reater in return. When ilUiy harl spent' 

a whHe year in the dominions of Barkali, and were 
begiyniiijj;’ to 2 >repare foV thpir return to indy, hostili- 
ties suddcjiily broke \)ut between the khan and his 
cousin Hola^oit ; which, rendering unsafe all pas- 
sages to tlie west, com]»elled tht?tn to make the eircjiiit 
of t*;L nortlierii and eastern froptiers of Kipjak. 
Having esca])ed‘*froin the ^seene of war they crossed 
Gihon, and tlien traversing a desert of seventeen 
days’ journey, tliinly sprinkled with fhe ^tents of the 
w’andering tribes, tliey arrived at Bokhara Here 
they remained three years. At the termination of 
this period an amb5*ssador from llolagon to lyiblai 
Khan passing through Bokhara, and Uapi)ening acci- 
dentaliy to meet with the Polos,. who liad by this 
time acquired a coni])eteiit knowledge of the Tartar 
language, was greatly charmed with ihcir conversation 
and manners, and by much persuasion and inaiiy 
magiiihcejit promises prevailed upon them to act^'^n- 
pany him to Cambalu. or Khaubalik, in OXthay. A 
whole y(ar was eonsnined in this journey. ^ A*?tiength, 
however, they arrived at the court of tlui Great Khan, 
w'ho received and treated them with peculiar dis- 
tinction. 

How long the bv)PheTS remained, at Cambalu is not 
^known; but their residence' whatever may have been 
its length, suffisjed to impress Kublai Khai’? with 
exalte(l opinion of their honour and capacity, so that 
when by the advied'of his courtiers he determined on 
sending an embassy to the pope, Ni(‘olo and Maflfio 
were intrusted witlWhe conduct of the mission. They 
accordingly departed from Cambalu,* furnished with 
letters for the hetid of the Christian church, a pass- 



C i: LtBllATli'D TR AYE LLETIS. 


IS^ 

i t or tablet *()t‘ ^old, empowering them to provide 
tlielnscK'es with gyi^^cs, horses, and provisi*^ais, 
tlirojLig]]0^ij»t the klian’s dominions, and accompanied 
by .a Tartar nobleman. This Tartar falling exceed • 
iiigly ill/m the way, they proceeded alone, and after 
'three vears of toil and dangers, , arrived at Venice, 

Nieolo, \Uio, llnring the# many years he had been 
absent, seems to have received* no intelligence from 
lioitie, now found that his wafe, wh 6 in he had left 
• pregnant at his dej)arhire, was dead, but that she had 
left hini^ a son, named Marco, then nineteei*»» *,ears 
/Did. The pope, likewise, had died the preceding year ; 
and various intrigues preventing the election of a suc- 
cessor, theyi remained in Italy two years unable to 
execute .the coiranissioii of the khan. At length, 
fearing that their long^ abseneVi miglit be displeasing 
tq Kwblai, and perceiving no pr<#bability of a speedy 
, terininatioii to tbc intrigues of the conclivve, they, in 
1271 , again se^ out for the East, accompanied by 
- young MaVco. 

•Arriving in Palestine, they obtained from the Legate 
'^isconti, ^len a/. Acre, letters testifying their fidelity 
to ffie Great Khan, and stating the fact that a new 
pope •had^not yet been chosen. At Al-Ajassi, in 
Arnicnitr,” however, they wx^re overtaken by a messen- 
ger from Visconti, who wrote to inform them that he 
himself h«tA *00011 elected to fill the papal throne, and 
requested that tlmy would either return, or delay their 
departure until he qould pijpvide with new letters 
to the khan. As soa.i as these letters and the pre- 
s/mts of Miis Holiness arrived, they continued their 
joifrney, and passing through the northern provinces 
of Persia, wfre gmused with tlie extraordinary history 
of tlieA ssassias, then recently destroyed by a general 
of^olagon. ^ •• 

Quitting Persia, they proceeded through a rich and 
picturesque country to Balkh, a celebrated city, which 
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they found in ruins ^ind m^arly dosortcd, il^t, lofty \vall5»’ 
antt miarbie puUicos having' bc*n loveIl(;d ^\ith tlfl; 
pound by tlic dovastiitinp: annios of tlie Moyj^o^s. 

country in tlu' ueip:ld)ourfiood had likewise been 
depf»pulated, the inhabitants liavini;' takcui aefyi;'^ hi 
the mountains from die rapacious erueity ’of the* pre- 
datory Jliordes, Avho roamed over the, vast tiijds ^duch 
c^realer robbers had reapetl, ^4eaiiiiui^ tlu» scarify pliiu- 
tler wffieh l^id*esea]>ed their ^>o\verful ]»redecessors. 
Tiiouirh llie, land* was we.ll Avatered aiul fertile, and 
*ub(Mindin;j: in i::ame, lions and other wild beasts ha<J. 
l>eji*uu»*o establish tlu ir dominion oveii it, man luiving 
disa[)|)('arod ; aiuj*, therefore, sueh travellers as ven- 
tuied aeioss this new wdAerness were constrained 
to carry alom^ with ihtau all ni^efessaTy ^irovisions, 
jifilhiuL^ wliatev<‘r iieiiUj;' to bii found on the way* 

When they liad ])assed this desert, they arrived in 
a count ly rieldy eultiwted and covered with corn* to, 
tile south of wiiieli there a ridp o£ hi<j:;h moun- 
tains, where sueh pnalip^ious qnantives^ of salt were 
found tllal all the world mi^ht have been supplied 
from those mines. The track of our travelltus throuj^h:' 
the poirrajihical labyrinth of Tartary it^ is impossible 
to folio \v. They appear to have been preveiUed by 
accidents from ])ursuin2: any repdar courst in ftne 
})laec havinj:^ their passage impeded by the owrtu^Wng 
of a river, and on other oc’casions beiiux turned aside 
by tiic rajjjiup: f)f bloody Avars, by the heat >ir barren- 
ness, or extent of deserts, or by their utter inability to 
])roeuro piides throu^lf tracts ^overeci with impervious 
forests or perilous morasses. 

^I'liey next proc^eeft d throup:h a fertile couufry, inr 
Jiahited by Mohammedans, to the town of Scasom^ 
perhajis the Koukaii^ of Arrowsmith, qn the Sirr or 
Sihoiif Numerous castles occupied the fastnesses 
the mountains, A^jhilc? the shepherd tribes, like the 
troglodytes of old, dwelt with their herds and flocks 
ia caverns scooped out of the rock. In three days' 

c 
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■,oiirnc>' fr^\n lieiico they reached the province of 
Sralascia, or Bahishi;‘haii, where, Rlarco falling 
tlie par^.y were (fetained during; a whole year, a 
delay which afforded our illustrious traveller aiiiyde 
leis-ire for prosecuting his researches resjiecting this 
and ‘the nMghbouring countries. The kings of this 
petty sovereignty pretended tertrace their desce-it from 
* the Macidonivxn curnjueror and tlic danghler of Da- 
rius; making up, by the filnJou^ s])rciK^our oV their 
j^enealogy, for iht'ir W'ant of actual ,jower. The inha- 
bitants were Mohan. inedans, and s})oke a language pe- 
culiar to theniseUes. It was said, that not man^v years 
jirevious they had possc'ssed a rac(‘“of liorscs c‘(]ually 
illustrious w ith tlieir kings, being desciouled from Bu- 
cephalus; buY as it was asst*rtcd that these noble aui- 
mals jK)Ssess('d one great advantage over tlub kings, 
that of bearing upon their forelu^ads the pi'culiar 
^nierk wdiieh distingiiished the great founder of their 
family, thus proving the purity of the breed, they very 
prudently added that the whole raeci had recently lieeii 
exterminated • 

•- This country was rich in minerals and precious 
stongs, lead, copper, silver, la]>is la/uli, and rubies, 
‘''tfhounduig in the iiioiintains. The climate was (‘old, 
anfl tliH of the plains insalubrious, engendering 
agifcs^whicb quickly yielded, however, to thti bracing 
air of the hills ; wIutc Marco, after languishing for a 
whple ycarwdth this disorder, recovered his health in the 
course of a few days. The horses were large, strong, 
and swift, and had hoqfs so i-c^jigli that they coulcl 
travel unshod over die tnost rocky places. Vast flocks 
pf wilfi sheep, exceedingly difficMt^to be taken, were 
found in the hills. , 

Marco'S health being restored, our travellers re- 
sumed their journey towards Cathay, and procoeding 
in a nortb-easterly direction anived at the roots of a 
vast mountain,' rejiorted by the inhabitants to be the 
loftiest in the world. Having continued for three days 
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Uie steep upjnoaelies to this luouot'fin, 
re<iciiC‘(l an extensive table-land, »hemine^l in on both 
iides by still lol’tici- •mount aiins* and bavins; a ^Mit hike 
in* its eentre. A Hue river likewise flowed throuijh it, 
and maintuined so extraordinary a degree of fertility 
in the j)astiues upoi? its banks, that? an ox or horse 
brought leati to these pUiins^x^ould becjanie' fat*in ten 
days.t (Ireat jnimbc'r.^ of *\vild animals were found 
here, anion J the ^est a species of wild shee]* with horns 
six spans in length, from whieh^ numerous drinking- 
vessels were made. This immense plain, not wit iV 
slandmg its fertib^y, was uninhal>ited,*anfl the Sevoiity 
of the cold jirexented its being frequented by birds. 
Tire, loo, it was asserted, did not%here burn so 
brightly, or produce tii(^ same oftcct iqion^luod, as in 
other places : au observation which has recently 
bei'n made on the mountains ♦if Savoy and Swit- 
zerland. 

From thisqdain they tfi’OC('(‘ded along tlic foot ol 
the Allak mountains to the country of K^ishge^r, which, 
possessing a ftutilc soil, and au industrious and in- 
genious population, wa^ mainlaiiicd in a high state ol 
cultivation, and beautified with mmu^’ous gafdei'.:, 
orchards, and vineyards, •From Kashgar they ifa- 
velled to Yarkand, where the inhaliitants, lil^e^'.^'o^o of 
the valleys of the Pyrenees, were subject to the 
goitres, or large wens upon the throat. To^ ibis pro- 
vince succeeded that of Khotcu, wln^ucc our word 
cotton has been dcriv^xl. The inhabitants of this 
country, an industrious, but f»iwi:y:like race* were of 
tl»; Mohammedan religion, and tributaries the 
Great Khan. Proceeding in their south-easterly di’^ 
Tcctioii, they passed 4irough*the city of P(‘ym, wliere, 
if a husband or wife were absent front Jiome twenty 
days,. the remaining ^noiety might marry again ; and 
pursuing their coSirsc through sandy- bairen plains, 
arrived at the country of Sartem. Here the land- 
scape was enlivened by numerous cities and castles ; 

c 2 ’ ‘ V 
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bvt \vbt3n the storm oj’ war burst, Tr|)ou thorn, tlic i,|j- 
liabitaiits^ lilvO the Arabs, roliod upon fiimiuo as'tlioir 
prfncipiVi woripou aeuiust-the ciiumy, retiring* will 
the ir wives, cluIdiXMi, troasiiros, aud j>l•ovi.^i()lls, into tiic 
desort', wdiitlier none could follow tiioni. ^'o M emo 
their subsistence from plunder, ;hvy hal)it.ually scooped 
'*out their flnnrorios in the de]*thv of tiic desert, \vhero, 
after harvest, they auntiaity luirit'd tlu^p; < orji io» deep 
pits, over which thi' wind soon spread tli; wavy sand 
• as before, obliteratiiyj: all tracts of their Inborn^. They - 
themsolNOs, how’ovcM, possc.^sed soiiu’ uuerrim^* imh'x to 
the spof, wliieli enabled them at alL.tinies to d*iS(‘ovi 4 ' 
their liourds. Chalcedtmiea, ja>pers, and otliei precious 
stones, wore fc uiid in the ri\ers ol'tiiis [)rovinee, 

]-b*re soiue insiirnioiintable ob^ta(‘lc pixw eiitine; tlieir 
pursnino' a direct course, they <U*\iat(‘d to\vaid< ihe 
north, and in five days airived at thi; (’ify (jf Lop, on 
\he' -lander of the desert of tlu' same name. Tiiis 
])rodii!:ious W’dd('nu'ss, tin most exhm^ivt^ in Asia, 
could ncjt, as was reported, b(‘ traveisi'd from xvest to 
iCast in less than a year; wliile, ])ro(Vi‘din;j; from south 
to north, a luoiith’s journey coiidneled tlu‘ travcdlev 
ifcC’ross its whole lalilnde, liemainine: some time at 
tlio eity of Lop, or Lok,- to make the necc^ssary j>re- 
])arjip^"fis, for tlic journey, they entered the desert, jii 
all those feaiTul scenes wheie man is constrained to 
compare his own insipiificauee with the maj^niheemt 
and 'resistless power of the elements, legends, aeconi- 
modaled to the nature of the place, abound, ])coplini^ 
the frozen deep' or tbt* “ howniij^ vvild<‘rness'’ with 
poetied horrors sujieraddcd to tiiosc wl)ich actnuMy 
exist. On the jjresent occasion Iheir Tartar com- 
panions, cr guides, entertained ^ur travellers with the 
wild tales current in the country. Having dwelt suf- 
ficiently upon the tremendous s,i,ifferings which f* inline 
or want of w^-ter sometimes intlictec upon the hapless 
merchant in those inhospitable wastes, they added, 
from their legendary stores, that malignant demons 
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continually hovered in t 4 ie cold blast or j;piurky CI014} 
w^iicfh nii^iitly swept over the jiands. l 5 elit^?iting:t<iii 
mischief, th(‘y frerpicutly exertcA their ^suyernatural 
powers in stcepinji; the senses ‘of travellers iu itelnsion, 
soincstiines calliii;^’ them by their names, jiraekisint^ 
upon their si^ht, or, by vai>in^‘ up ]jhantoin*shapes, 
leading them astray, •AT\d ovorwhelnMng them in the 
sands. lT|)on otlu r oceAsi(^\is* the ears of iVe traveller ' 
were^leli^l^teft with t!i<‘ sounds ol* music which these 
active spirits, «iike Sliakspeare’s Ariel, scattered 
* throue:h the dusky air; or woie. saluted with, that* 
swi'o^ st of all music, tint voice oj,' friends. TIum, 
suddenly chan^iftg- their mood, the beat of drums, thc^ 
clasli of a^'ins, and a streahi of footfalls, and of the 
train)) of hoofs, were heard, as if wlu^le armies were 
marcliin^j; )>ast in the, darkness. Sueh us “^ere deluded 
by any of these arts, au(kse})arated, whether ])y nh^^htor 
day, from their caravan, ^cnerfilly lost themselves in 
the pathless wilds, and ijerished miseijLbly of ]»ffui!:cr. 
To pHAcut this danp;er, travellers kept close tojiijether, 
and suspended little bells about thc*uecki5 of their 
beasts; and when any of their ]varty unfortunately 
la^i^ii'eil IndiiiuK tliey carefully fixed \^> niiirks^ along 
their route in order to enable them to iollow. 

Having safely tvaversed*lhis niysterious desert .•ihey 
arrived at the city of Shalclicn, on the Pbi.vJih', in 
Tangnt. Hen; tlic majority of the inhabitants were 
])agaiis and j)oiytlieists, and their various %*;ods pos- 
sessed nnnierous U‘in))les in dillerent parts of tlft^ ^‘itv. 
Marco, who was a •lit yujuirer^iiito the creed and 
religious customs of the nat^msjiie visit( 5 d, discovered 
many singular^ trti, its of superstition at lil^itebey.^ 
"When a son was born in a Jamily, he was immedialHy 
conseerate,d to someone of their numerous gods, atul 
a sheep, yearn d, perhaps, on the *birlbday of tlm 
child, wasVarcfjdly^kept and fed iu lly' bouse durAig 
a Avholcycar; !it the expiration of -which term both 
the child and tlui sheep w'erc carried to the tcmi)le. 
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ii/'.d offered ,t.s a sacrifiec to* tlio ;^()d. The god, or 
■wiich ’vvas the same *rbmg, llic priests, acreptctl tile 
sheep, wlvch they could eat, in lien of the boy, whom 
they could not; and the meat being dressed in the 
t6in|>Je,j that the deity might be refreshi;d with the 
* sweet-smell ihg savour, was then eouv<^yed to the 
lather’s dwelling, "where a sun\ptu()us feast ejiso *d, at 
^^’hii’h, it may be safely in,^erl'(id, the servants of the 
temple were not forgotten. Aball eve nts, th(‘ juiests 
received the head, feet, skin, and entrails, with a por- 
tion ('f the flesli, for t^ieir shan‘. The bones were pre- 
served, probably /or ]>urposes of divination. 

Their exit from life was celebrated with as much 
poiiip as their ontranee into it. Astrologers, the uni- 
versal pests of ’‘the east, were immediately consulted ; 
and these, having learned the year, month, day, and 
hour, in which the deceased .xvas born, interrogaled 
the stars, and by tbea’ mut<' biV signiHcant repli(\s, 

, discourod the -precise moment on Mliich the iiiteiment 
was to take place. Sometimes these oraches of the 
sky became sullen, and for six months vouchsafed no 
tfiKiwer to the astrologers, during all whiclj tini(‘ the 
corjjse, remained in a species of purgatory, uiu'crtain of 
ifs*‘^doonr. To ])reveiit the dead from keepijig tluj 
living in^thc same state, However, the body, having 
been iwrrTvunisly embalmed, was t nclosed in a coffin so 
artificially constru(!t(Ml, that no offensive odour could 
escape ; rviirle, as tin; soul was supposed to hover all 
this while over its ancient tenement, and to re([uire, 
as formerly, some, kind (jf earthly siislcnanee, food 
was daily placed before the deceased, that the spirit 
^‘ight safisfy its apjietite with the ‘‘agjeeable effluvia!* 
When the day of interment arrived, the astrologers, 
who would Itavejost their credit If.id they always al- 
lowed things to proceed in a rational way, someti-mes 
commanded the body to be boil'ie put through'* an 
opening made for the purpose in the 'wall, ])rofessing 
to be guided in this matter by the stars, who, liaving 
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no otli(‘r einploymc'nt, w'crc extremely scfSicitoji?; that 
all Tartars should be interred in' flue forjji. On tifb 
vay from the house, of the deceased to the t*o^iuiter^Y 
woodt n cottages, witli j)orchcs covered with silk, were 
erected at certain intervals, in wJiich the coffin was set 
down before a tabh^ covered with l^read, wine, and 
other delicacies, that thV^spirit.nnj^ht be refreshed with 
the The processif)rt*was accompanied by all 

the musicaU instruineifts in the (‘ity ; and along with 
,thc body wt*re fJorne representations, upon paper, of 
servants of both sexes, horses, tamels, money, ’apil 
costly gannents, '^dl of whic^h were (‘misnrned with the 
corpse on the funeral pile, in^tead of the realities, 
which, aeeording to Herodotus, were anciently offered 
U]) as a sacTilice to the manes at the to^iibs of the 
Scyt Ilian chiefs. • 

Turning once more towards tl^e north, they entered 
the fertile and agroeiflihi province of Khamil, sitigeted 
between tlie vast desert (d* Lop and aftother smaller 
desm t, i>nly three days’ journey across.. The natives 
of this country, ])ractical disciples of Aristippfis, being 
of opiniem that pleasure is happiness, semued to live 
only for amusement, devoting the whohi of tlieir time 
to singing, dancing, inusi^, and literature. Tl^Ji* 
liospilality, like that of the knights of chivalry, Vas 
so boundlessly profuse, that strangers werc*peniA,tod 
to share, not only their board, but their bed,, the mas- 
ter of a family "departing when a guest %rrtvexl, in 
order to render him more completely at home with his 
wife and daughters^ * To iiKj^rcase d.hc v^jilue of this 
fixtraordinary species of hospitality, it is added that 
the women of fHiamil are beautiful, and as fuby dis= 
^jiosed as their lords to promote the happiness of their 
j^uests. Mangou K^iaii, the predecessor of Kublai. 
dcsiiTuis of reforming the morals of liis subjects, what,- 
cver might b('. I^ie fate of his own, abolished Ihi? 
abominaide (uistoni ; but years of scarcity and do- 
sncstic afflictions ensuing, the people petitioned to 
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'^lavc the ri^^ht of lollowmp: lllcir ancestral customs re- 
^orecl to them. “ Since you ^’iory in your shvuiie,’^ 
•Paid ]5/I^i¥ip:ou to their ambassadors, “ you may ^o and 
act accordiucj to your customs.” The ilattering' 
priwle/^e ..-was n'ceived with < 2 ;re;i< rcjoiciiij>:s, and the 
practice, strange as it may be, luts continued up to the 
present d^y. 

13('pai’ttup: ftom this TAitarian Sybaris, tlicy entered 
the ]>i*ovince ot (Uiinchintalas, ii countrv V'lickly peo- 
pled, and rich in mines, but chiedj^ remarkable for 
‘ tjiat salamander sjicOies ol* linen, nuinutactured from 
the slepder fibres of* the asbestos, which was cle.aised 
IVom stains by beiuo- cast into the fire. I'lien iol lowed 
the district of* Sucher, in the mountains of* which the 
best rhubijrl) hi the world was Ibund. Tlu'y next 
dire(‘ttyl their course towards th(‘*noilh-ivast, and bav- 
iu^ completed the ])assat^e Oi* tlie desert of Shomo, 
wliirdi occupied forty days, arrived at the city of* Ka- 
rakonmi, eon>j)ared by iiub*’u(jms to the insieniljeant 
town of St. Denic, in France*, but said by jMan/o Polo 
to have been three milea in cireuniferenco, and strongly 
•fortified with c‘arth in ramparts. 

Ou,r travello’S now turned their f.ices towards the 
^8^th, and traversinc: an^ immenst* tract of country 
whibli i^irco considered unworthy of minute descrip- 
tionf^^ssftd tlu^ lioundaries of Mongolia, and entered 
Cathay, ^ During this journey they trav(*iled through 
a district vii whiidi were found enormous wild cattle, 
neaiTy a))])roachiug the size of the el(‘phant, and 
clothed with a hue, soft, Idadkiand white hair, in 
many respects more beautiful than silk, specimens 
^f wW<?ii Mareo procured and firelight home* with 
Ifim to Venice on Ids retimi. Here, likewise, tlie best 
musk in ihe .world was found? The animal from 
which it was procured resembled a goat in sizt^^ but 
in gracefulness ami beauty bore a stronger likeness 
to the antelope, except that it had no horns. On 
the belly of this animal there appeared, every full 
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moon, a small protnbVranco or cxcrc‘:^%cnc(;, likc’^^i 
tliii. silken ])apf, filled with the licjuid^ perlume ; ^to 
^obtain which the animal was .hunted and 
bap^ was thou severed from the body, and its contents, 
when dried, were distributed at an cnormovs'^u'iee 
over the world, to #eent the todetJ^ and thti persons 
of beAuties, in reality *niore sweet than itsett‘. 

N^'ar Cluiiiiranor, at aiir^ier ])oiiit of tlif‘ir journey*, 
they saw #ne of the*khan\s .palaec'S, whic h was sur- 
round(‘d by beiTulifiil p:ardeiis, eontaininp; numerous 
small lakes and rivulets, and 'll {irodip:ic)us nninVef 
of ^AUMS. 'fhe iieia,hbouniip: plahis a]K)iinde(l in 
parlrid<^'es, plieasauts, aiK^ other pranic^,, anunig* whicdi* 
are enumerated live species of erancs, sonu^ of a 
siiow’y whiteness, others with bhu L wiiip'^, their fe»a- 
thers beiiiL*’ oiiianu‘iitc‘d with eyes like those of tluj 
peacock, but of a aokift*n coiopr, with beaut d‘ul black 
and white ncc’ks. •Immense docks of cjuail^* and 
pai t rid ii’cs were found in^i valley nearil,his city, where 
inillct^and other kinds of p^rain wi>re»s<>vvn for thenx 
by order of the khan, who likewise ajffxunted a 
number of persons to watcb over the birds ; anti 
caused huts to Ih‘ ercetiMl in w^hich ^lu'v inij^ht lake 
shelter and lie fe d by thei^ keepers durine; tlie seventy 
of the w inter. By these means the khan had fit all 
times a lar^o cpiantity of p;ame at Ids eonii!ianti.'» 

At Chandu, three days’ journey sou] h- west of 
Chanjranor, they beheld tlie stupendous palftce^wdiieb 
Kublai Khan had erected in that city, Ncdthcr the 
diniensions nor the* arc'hi^ecture ware de<seribed by 
JVIarco Polo, but it is said to Itavc been c'onstructed 
wdth sinp;ular iwt and beauty of marble anv4 otffer* 
precious materials. The p?rounds of this ])alaee, which 
were surrounded fty a wall, were sixteen miles in 
cirgTi inference, and w^ere beautifully laid out iyto 
meadows, p:rovts, and lawns, wateretl liy sjiarklinp; 
streams, and alliiiidaritly stocked with red and fallow 
deer, and other unwuals of tlie chase. In this park 
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tftu kha^ hacf‘ a mew of falcohs, wliich, when at the 
pa*!ace, he V'sited om‘e a-week, and caused to be 
witj^ the flesh of yoiin^ fawns. Tame leopards - 
were employed in huntinj^ the stas;, and, like the 
chatWih,. o: tiger, used for the same purpose in the 
' Carnatic, were carried out ou»> horseback to the 
^ scene of ai‘tion, and le+ loose only when the/ game, 
appeared. * 

In the midst of a tall grove Hliere Avas an elegant 
pavilion or summer-house of wood,’ supported on 
pillars, and glittering Vith the riclu st gilding. V\gain.st 
each pillar stood the figure of a dragon, liktrwise 
richly gilt, with its tail curling round the shaft, its 
head touching the roof, and its wings extended on 
both sides t^iroue,h the hitercolnmuiations. Tin* roof 
was composed of s])lit bamboos, gilded and varnished, 
and so skilfully shelvin^g over 6aeh other that no rain 
couUl, ever penetrate between them. This bcantiful 
i structure eoul(^.> easily be /akeii to })icces, or re- 
erected, like a. to.it; aud to jneveut it from, being 
overthroAvli by the wind, was fastened to the earth 
by two hundred silken ropes. At this palace the 
kjiuri legularly^ spent the three summer months of 
Jiii\e, July, and August; leaving it on the 28th of 
the last-pamed rnontii, in order to proceed towards 
the s^th.* Eight days previous to his dejiartnre, 
however, \vaving solemnly consulted Ids astrologers, 
the kliart afimually offered sacrifice to the gods and 
spirits of the earth, the ceremony consisting in 
sprinkling u fpiaiitdy of white mas-e’s milk upon the 
ground with liis own iiands, at the same time praying- 
•iftr die^rosperity of his subjects, wivts, and children* 
Kuhlai Khan was in no ckinger of wanting milk for 
this sacrihee, SMice he possessed a stud of horses 
nearly ten thousand in number, all so purely \lliite 
that, like certain Homeric stcijds, they might, without 
vanity, have traced th(*ir origin to Boreas, the father 
of the snow. Indeed, much of this imperial nectar 
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iniisi have streamc<l in 'libations to inoft^cr (;arth Uli 
ISss soleiiin 0 (?casions, since none but persons of tfte 
royal race of (icni^liis Khan permitteck to, diink- 
of it, with the exception of one single family, named 
Boriat, to wliom this distinguished pnvile«*eJju|l 4^ecn 
granted by Geugliis j*or their prowess and valour. 

Oui* travellers now 'drew year Cfambah^, aud the 
Ichan. having rece ived intelSgcmce of tlieir' approach,* 
sent torth \>u^scngers« to meet them at tlie distance 
of forty days’ jT)urney from the imperial city, that 
‘tliey might be jnovidod with aH necessaries on the 
way,«iind conducUd with every mark of honour and 
distinction to thh capital.^ Upon their arrival they - 
were immediately presented to the khan, and having 
prostrated Ihemstdves upon the grounTl, imc'ording to 
the custom of the country, Avere coinmanaed 4:o rise, 
and most graciously rctAiived. When they had been 
kindly interrogated «l)y the emperor respecting •the 
fatigues and dangers th^y had encoiiiitered in his 
service^ and had briefly related t heir* prpceedings with 
the po])e, and in Palestine, from whence*, at the 
kJian’s desire, th(‘y had brought a small portion of 
lioly oil from the lamp of (dirist’s* se])ulclye at 
Jerusalem, they ix'ceived higli commendations Jor 
their care aiurfidelity. ’Iheii .the khan, observing 
Marco, impiired, ‘‘ Who is ibis youth?”* “ cV is 
yf»ur Majesty’s servant, and my son,” repliqfl Nicolo. 
Kublai then rccei\ed the young man wilJi <i smile, 
and appointing him to somii office about bis person, 
caused him to bc^ ^i^structeil in tV' languages and 
sciences of the eomitry. Miirct»s aptitude and ge- 
nius enabled hhiv lo fulfil the wishes of llm khaU- 
In a very sliort time lu*. acquired by c L’ciice and 
assiduity a large acApiaintauee with tlic manners of 
the Mongols, and could speak and write fluently ip 
four*of the langupgei? of the empire. 

When Marciu 'Polo appeared to have acquired the 
necessary degree of ,infoimation, the khan, to make 
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tilal of liis -'u>ility, (lispatdioil liim upon an embassy 
to a city or^ chici* railed Karakliun, at the distance 
^ix jnontlis’ journey Irom (aimbalu. This difficult 
conimissiou oiir traveller executed with ability and 
dlsc?¥,‘tipH ; and in order still further to enhance the 
merit of his ‘services in the estiiiuO,ion of his sovereifi^n, 
he caveful^y observed tlu' customs and manners of 
all the various tribes ainonj^ ^\hom he resided, and 
dri'w up a concise account of the whole tin writing, 
wdiich, together with a d(‘S(‘i iption ol' the new and 
'cyrions olijects he had beheld, he presented to the 
khan o;i liis return. TJiis, as he foresaw, g.o.atly 
1 conti‘ibut(id to iiiciease tlie favour of the prince to- 
wards him ; and he continued to rise gradually from 
ouii degret;.^^ of honour to nmuher, until at lengtli 
it inay% be doubled whether any individual in the 
cmpiie enjoyed a larger portion of Knblai’s affection 
and Q'stcem. Upon various occa.aons, soinetinu's upon 
the khan's Ivisiuess, somejinnss upon his own, he 
traversed all tju^^ ten dories and dependencicjj of the; 
enijiire, every when; possessing the means of observ- 
ing whatever he considered worth notice, his authority 
and tjie im])e’'sfal favour ojiening the most secluded 
and sacred places to his scrutiny. 

As our traveller has not thought proper, however, 
to (krcri])C these various journeys (‘hronologically, or, 
indi'cd, tp delenniiK! with any degree of exactness 
when ai.y-»one of them took i)lace, we arc at liberty 
in recording his peregrinations to adopt whatever 
arrangement we , [ilease/, aud It | being indisputable 
that northern China was the first part of Kublais 
t ticAni«ioris, jiroperly so called, wlai^h he entered, it 
appears most rational to o^nnim-nce the history of his 
Chinese travels with an outline, of what he saw iu 
^Jlat division of the empire. 

The khair himself, whose ’ proffisc munificence 
enabled Marco Polo to y»crform with pleasure and 
comfort his long and imiiicruus expeditious, was a 
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lyic hanclsomo luan of' middle stntureAvitluu frcsii 
com[)l(*xioii, brijilit black eyes, a well-lbrnietl iu)?e, 
iind a form every way avcIU proportioned.* JfJ-C 
four wives, each of whom bad the title of em])ress, 
and possessed lier owu mapiifieent pa)a»^e,^w*4h a 
se])arate court, coiisistina’ of three ^uindn'd maids of 
hoiiouT, a lar^e niimbj.*!' of. eiiiiiiehs, a*id suite 
ainoi 4 «]lin^ at least 1o left* thousand ])ersous. He, 
moreover, ^lossessed \i numerous harem besides Ins 
j wives ; and in older to keep up a constant supply 
of fresh beauties, messen^cu's \u‘re despatched v\»4yy 
two •years into a }U’o\inee of Tarlary, remarkalde for 
tlui beauty of its women,, and thereibie set apart eis 
a nursery for royal coneublnes, to collecl the hiit'St 
amone; the dantrhters of the Jaml for the^khan. As 
the inhabitants of this country considered it an honour 
to breed mistresses foT* thcii\ jiriuee, the “* elc^aus 
formarum spectatoi*^’ had no iliftieidty in 
>vhalevi*r numlna* of yoiin^ womiui .Se desirial, and 
c^eiuTiJly r(‘turned to I'ourt with at 4ea^t five hundied 
in his eliarge. So vast an army of women* were not, 
hovveviM', iTiarched all at oni’C into the khan's hareni. 
Examiners were a])poiiited to fan awaiy the ehalf from 
the corn — that is, to dir^'over whether any of t^esc 
fair damsels snored in tlieir sli'ep, had an unsfivory 
smell, or w’cn* addicted (o any niisebuVous cf dis- 
agrei‘abie tricks in their liehaviour. Suclj, says the 
traveller, as were linally approved, were ulmdc^Mntc 
parties of five, and one such ])arty attended in tlu 
chamber of the k4iaii duiAig thr*e days* and three 
•nights in tlieir turn, whihj ancftlier party waited ir 
an adjoining ay^rtment to prepare whatever iliJ 
might command them. The girls of inferior charrm 
wxu’e employed iu^ menial offices alv^ut the palace 
or .were bestowed in marriage, with large portioiis 
upon the favoiifcd officers of the khan! 

The number of the khan’s fanrily, though no* 
altogether answerable to this vast cstahlishmcut o: 
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Women,, ’ iTS})cctLihlo ; consist in j;* of forty-seven 
‘clns, of whvm twenty-two -were by his wives, and 
xJ* employed in offices .of trust mid lionour in the 
empire. Of the miinber of his d;mght(‘rs wc are not 
inf(wned. •- 

The ini})erial city of Cainhalii,*'the modern Peking*, 
fdrincfk th^,. residence* of .the l^luin during the m'onths 
of December, .lamiary, aild PVbrnary., The p'daee 
of Kiibhii stood in the midst ?>f a juodif^ious jnirk, 
thirly-two miles in circnmfenaicc , surrounded by a 
lofty "wall and deep 'ditch. Tins (‘uclosiire, like all 
Mongol , works of the kind, was souare, and 'Vaeh 
•of its four sides was pierced by but one gate, so 
that between gate and gate there was a distaiiee of 
eight miles.^ Within. thi'< vast st[nar(‘ stood another, 
twenty-four miles in eircumferenee, the walls being 
equidistant IVoin tho^e of (‘he outer siptare, and 
jiierecd on the northern and soiiHiern sides by three 
gates, of whicih the eentro om*, loftier and more 
magnificent than the rest, was n siu'ved for tir khan 
alone. A’L the four (corners, and in the (‘entre of 
each face of the inner square, \\('rc superb and spa- 
cious buildingsf which were royal arsenals for coii- 
tai'lJng; the implements aiif,! mai hinery of war, such 
as hdrse-trappings, long and cross bows and arrows, 
lielm^, edirasses, leather armour, &c, Marco Polo 
makes no piention of artillery, or of fire-arms of any 
kind,^.fr(Annvhieh it may be fairly inferred that the 
use of gunpowder, notwithstanding the vain preten- 
sions of the piodern Chiwesc, w\is* unknown to their 
ancestors^ of the thirCeenth century; for it is incon-. 
-^draute that so inlelligent and obseF/ant a traveller 
as* Marco Polo should have omitted all mention of 
so stupendous an invention had \t in his age been 
kuown either to the Chinese ojr their conquerors. 
Indeed, though certainly superior in ;civilizatiou and 
the arts of life to the nations of Europe, they appear 
to have been altogether inferior in the science of 
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destruction; for >vlicii^Sian-fu had foiVlIirtyi yeais; 
cRec.ked the anus of Kuhlai Khan in Jiis con(]ut!?;t 
of Southern China, the Tartar^ were con>|3glJe(l 
Rave recourse to the inj^enuity of Nicolo and Mahei 
Polo, who, con''tniclin ‘4 iuiineiisc* ratapiilt», <jaj«w.ble 
of casting stones oj^ three hundred^ pounds weight, 
enablefl them, by l^atteriiig .down the- h<utsest, and 
sliuking the walls as with^m eartlupiake, to terrify 
th(‘ i.fi lalnti^if^ into bufbniission. 

To return, lunfever, Xu the description of the palace. 

’“^Fhe spaf (' beU\cen ihtj first aiTd second wall*AV'*s 
bare •and l(‘vel, and apjiroprialtid to the i*xercising 
of th(i troops, i^ut having passed the second wall 
you discovered an imnieusc park, resembling the 
paradises of the ancient Persiap kings, ^ strelt*hing 
away on all sides into green lawns, dotted aiuHnokeu 
into long sunny vistas or embowered shades, by nii- 
inerous groves of tre«s, between the rich and viy^kius 
foliage of vvhicli the glittering pinnacles and snow- 
white battlements of the palace-^wull^ appcan‘d at 
intervals. The palace itself was a mile iif length, 
hut, not being of corresponding height, had rather 
tile appearance of a vast terrace or ranj^ of buildings, 
tlian of one structure. Its^ interior was divided 
numerous apartments, some of which were of {Pro- 
digious dimensions, and splendidly ornamented,' >*the 
walls being covered with tigurcs of men, bjrds, and 
animals, in exquisite relief and rielily gilt.* A l^y- 
rinth of carving, gilding, and the must brilliant colours, 
red, green, and blue* supplied the pVice of a ceiling ; 
and the united effect of the wRiolc* oppressed the soul 
With a sense of ^^afnful splendour. On the xitTnli 
of this poetical abode, whicb rivalled in vastness and’ 
magnificence the Olympic domes of Homer, stood 
an a^ficial hill, a mile in circumference, and of cor^ 
responding height, which was skilfullj ^planted with 
evergreen trees, ^liich the Great Khan had caused 
to be brought from remote places, with all their roots, 
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Oil the l)aclv^ of' At llio loot of this hill 

AvAiit* two lakes, oinbosoiinHl in trees, aful 

‘iS’Jccl \yitlv a lunltitma' of delioate fish. 

Tlial portion of the imperial city which had been 
crec*h'(j,4 hr Knblai Khan was square', like liis palace. 
It was li'ss extcnsjve, however, tii^n the royal ji^rouiuls, 
b'einiT .oiilv t\\(‘nty-four ^iniles in eireiiinfereneei Tlic 
streets we I'c. all strai.^ht, vinersix miles in len^tli, and 
the houses wen' en'cti'd on (;a(‘k side, Av’.rl;, cuuits and 
jrardens, like palaces. At a certain hour of the ni<>;:ht 
a<bel-l, like, the cnrfe\\ of the Normans, was soimdi'il in 
tht' city, afti'r which it was not lawful for any }i rsou 
' to iro out of doors, unless upon the I'nost urgent busi- 
ru'ss ; for example, to procure as^istance for a woman 
in labour, ju whicli case, howe\er, they were coiupelltid 
TO carry Uirelu'S before them, from whu'h w(‘- may infer 
that the streets were not li;2;hfted willi lam[)s. Twdvo 
exUpsive suburbs, iniiabited by feneiirn meri'liants and 
])y trades]jeojye, and more ^oopnlous tlian the city it- 
self, lay witliojit r^he walls. 

The ntonc'y current in China at this ])eriod was of a 
'species of pajicr, faliricated from the middlii bark of 
the inniberrv- 4 ree, and of a round form. To countcr- 
hjit to refuse this money in payment, or to make 
use* of any other, was a capital olience. The use of 
thi«none%% whicli, within tlu' enijiire, was as irood as 
any othef instrument of exchange, enabh'd tlie khan 
to amabS incredible cpiantities of the precious metals, 
aiuf of all the other toys which delight civilized man. 
Great pitblic ro*(V,ls, whi^h may l^e enumerated ainonj^ 
the })riiieipal instruineuVs of civilization, radiated from 
Vekhrjf^*, or Cambalu, towards all Uk;, various provinces 
of the empire, and by tlm enlightened and liberal re- 
gulations of tjie khan, not oiilyi. facilitated in a sur- 
Ijrising manner the conveyance of intelligence, but 
likewise affoided to travellers *and^ merchants a safe 
and commodious passage from one' province to ano- 
ther. On each of these great roads were inns at the 



MAUfO POLO. 

distance of twenty-five orMnrt v miles, am|>y fnrj^islied 
wifl) ciiainl)tTs, la^ls, and pro\ isions, aiu^ loin hnn-^ 
^Irecl liorses, of which oine h;df we^'e ('onstaiUlv he])f 
swdflh'd in the stnhles, n‘:idv for iisi*, whih* tlu^othcT 
nioiely were i^razine; in tlu* iU‘i; 4 ;hl)oiirim^* fiijcls. Jn 
(K'Seits, and inonntiiii^nis steril <lisiriets, wlieic* there 
were in? iniiahitant^, tin* khan ^*'<ta])lislH‘d eo!(^ni<is, to 
eu]tiv;ih‘ the lands, wli(‘r<* tl«j< was ])()s<ihj(', and jiro- 
vide |no\ i';io’||t?<^for lh(i ifinliassiuhirs and roval ines>en- 
i^ers who ]n)sscssc?l llie privileire of nsini:^ the imperial 
fiorsc's, and Ilu‘ pnhlie laldcs. tn llie niuht llK-se, 
nu‘sse«rij;ers wen* liL;ht(‘d on their wmv hy persons rnn- 
nint;' hefore them* with torclu‘s, and wIkti they ap- 
}>roaehed a j^osllionse, of whicli tliere were tim thou- 
sand in the empire, tliey sounded a horn, as our mail 
and staple roaches do, to iidorin llu^ inmates of, their 
<’ominpi;, that no delay miufhllye eApeiiimeed. LW this 
means one of these ('(viri(*rs somt'tnnos 1rav(‘ll(‘(l two 
Jnnidrc'd or two iiundi(‘d an^l fifty miles ik a day. In 
desolat(i^ and iininliahited places, tln^ eonrse of the 
roails NV(*re marked hy trees which lead fn*en planted 
for th(‘ pnr])OS(', and in places where iiothini>: would 
vejr<‘tat(‘, hy stones or pillars. * ^ 

The manners, eiistoius, and opinions of the peoplc._^ 
thonp^h apparently considered hy Marco Polo as ii*ss 
important tliaii wliat rep^arded the inagnifieenee a^d 
(greatness of the khan, eoininanded a considerable 
sliare of our traveller’s attention. The rejipcion of 
Buddha, whose mysterious doctrines have eluded flic 
i^raspof the most conjpfeheusiye niiiu^i evtm gp to the 
pi^isent monioiit, he could not •be ♦‘xpected to undt'r- 
stand ; hut its ^r^jat* leadinsi* tenets, the unity •of da. 
sii])reme God, the immortality of the soul, the metem- 
psychosis, and the fii^Lil absorption of thp virtuous in 
the es^srnce of the Divinity, are distinctly announced. 
The manners of ^he Tartars were mild and refined ; 
their temper chccrVul ; their character honest. Filial 
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affection w-^.s assiduously cultivated, and such as were 
-wantinj^ in this virtue were condemned to severe |)U- 
nisliincnt ty the laws. Three years' imprisonment 
was*fiie usual punishment for heinous offences; but 
' tl]e crinjiiuds were marked upon the cheek when set at 
libcnV, that they mij^ht be known and avtuded. 

AeTieulturo lias always commanded a hirc;e share of 
the attention of the C/ii'V‘se. Tht^ wlioh^ eoiintry for 
many days' journey west of Cambalu r.. e,<*ov('re(l with 
a numerous population, distinguished for their inge- 
nuity and industry. Town and cities were numerous, 
The fields rif'hly cultivat(*d, and interspersed with vine- 
yards or jilaiitations oi mulberry-trv ( s. On ajiproaeh- 
ing the banks of the Hoang-ho, whudi was so broad and 
deep that no liridges could he thro>Nn over it fiom the 
latitude of Camhafu to the ocean, tlu‘ h(bls abounded 
witli ginger and silk; and,, game, paitii'ularly phea- 
sants, were so abuiKiant, that fhree of tliese lieautifiil 
birds miglil be })urc*hased for a Venetian groat. The 
margin of the n*v(*r was (‘fotiied nith large forests of 
bamboos, llie largest, tallest, and most useiul of the 
cane spe cies. Crossing the Hoang-lio, and jmieecd- 
ing for two (lays in a westerly direction, you arrivcrl 
at the city of Karianfu, situated in a country fertile 
^** 1 11* various kinds of spieek, and remarkable for its ma- 
Tiufaetories of silk and (doth of g<dd. 

*Tliis appears to have bL(»n the route pursued by 
Marco Polo, when proceeding as the emperor's am- 
b^-tvsador^ into Western Tibet. Having travelled for 
ten days through plain| of siii^iassing beauty and fer- 
tility, thVkly sprii>_kle(i with cities, castles, towns, and 
shaded by vast plantatiemSjOf mulberry trees, 
and cultivated like a garden, he arrived in the moun- 
tainous district of the province jOf Chunchian, which 
abounded w'ith lions, bears, stags, roebuck::, and 
•wolves. The country through wlii(!h his route now 
lay was an agreeable succession of liill, valley, and 
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plain, adorned and improved by art, of* reliK*tantly 

aiTandoiied to the rude but sublime lantitisies of na- 
ture. 

* Oil eiilerint!; Tiliet, indelible tra(‘es of the footsteps 
of war every where smote upon his eye. ^Tihe^wholo 
country liad been reduced by the argiies of the’ khan 
to a <i( 5 >eri ; the <*ity, the <!hei?rful villai^c, tUe jcilded 
and jray-lookine; ]>aii:oda, tlrt'*plcasant homestead, and 
the humhlc#fficl se(‘ludi‘d cottage, having* been over- 
thrown, and tlieif smoking* ruins Iramjded in the dust, 
liad now been siieeeedeil liy inlfnniinable forests 04 * 
swift^row injj^ bainlioos, iron) b(‘1wt‘en whose thick 
and knotty steins^the lion,^the tigt‘r, and other fcTO- 
eious animals rushed out suddenly upon the unwary 
travt ller. Not a soul ap\>eared cheer eye, or 
oiler provisions for money. All around was stillness 
and utter desolation. And ut^night, when tluy de- 
sired to taste, a little i»'])oso, it was necessary to k^wllo 
an immense fire, and lu’a|^n])()n it largi (piantities of 
green ri^eds, which, by tin* crackling wnd bissmg noise 
whu-li they made in burning, miglit frighten Away the 
wild beasts. 

This jiestiUmlial desert occupied hu:% twenty* days 
in crossing, after which huyian dwellings, and oth«'4r 
signs of life, ap})eared. The manners of the people 
among whom he now found himself was remarkiilily 
obscene and preposterous. Improving upon the su- 
perstitious libertinism of the ancient B aby ten i 1^113, 
who sacrificed the modesty of their wives and daugh- 
ters in the tcin])le of*A*starte ®ncc in^their Jives, these 
TiJjctians invariably prostitutefl th«ir young women to 
all strangers and ^travellers who passed through iiieir 
country, and mjade it a point of honour never to marry 
a woman until she c|uld exhibit numer/)us tokens of 
her iytontinence. Tmieving, like want of chastitvf 
was among them ,no crime ; and, although they had 
begun to cultivate the earth, they still’ derived their 
principal means of subsistence from the chase. Thcjr 
d2 . 
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c'lotliinjj*; wiij;* to thoiV nv.iniu'is, oon^l'it’uvj: of 

lijc .''Ivins oi\\\ ikl In'iists, ov of a kiial oi’coaiv* hcnijuai 
' g':iniu;nt,* Uss foinl?>rtvi))le. and still nunv 

iiiHamtii to ''lu.'lit. Idioiioii snlfject t<M ‘liina, as il )>> 
to ^lii^ day, tlu‘ ]);i|K*r inoncN. carrml tlironjh all 
otlioL’ parts of the eiupire, Ava'^ inil in ii'^e heia' ; nor 
llad tju;r,aiiy other Iv'ttca' iriNfftinnait of eM*lia!!p:e 
*than small pua'es of tlioiaj^h their in!<initains 

uhonmled with mims of the preeams'' .cetals, winie 
<;’old as tolled do’wn amoitp’ jtind and pt'hhles (h.ron<^h 
“*Jte ht'ds ol’ iht'ir tou'eiits. \eejvla«'(‘s of eoral adomefl 
the |)i rsons oftlnar wojtna* attd tht ir m^d.-. thcat eMtldy 
and laaiNtady idols heiin::; a{>])arc‘nll\ rated at the same 
valiK*. Ill liniitiriLr. etiorinitU'- (I olt'^ neatly the si/e of 
usses, were t‘nipl(i\ed. 

Still pto(‘eedmii; towards the wesi, he travta’S'Mj the 
])roNiitet; ol‘ Kaiiidn, formettN an indejxaident kin,!j^- 
doin, in which thcaa* was an (‘f ti'iisive sidl -lake, so 
■|)n)f\is(‘ly altoc'indini:: \\ith \\hit(‘ jX'arU that, To j»t‘vent 
tlieir price fronu Ix'lnir immodi'rately vcdnee((. it was 
forbiddc^it, under pain of dtatth, to iisli fr)r llnan with- 
* out a licence front the <’» rent Khan. 'Fhe tinajnoiso 
iTiiiic.-^ found hi this province were under the sam(‘ re~ 
|,;^tdations. The (jdfhJcri,^ or musk fleer, was found 
liefe ill j^re.it numiM’rs, as were llkewisi' lions, hears, 
sttw>, ounces, deer, and roi'hiieks. Tint (dove, (‘X- 
tremely ))len1iful in Ivaindu, was <^athered froni small 
trees r*at*nnlike tlie liay-tree in j^Towth and leaves, 
tlioiiu;h somevvlial lone^fu* and straiirhttT; its flowers 
were whiie,^ likcdliose o/’ the jhsjnin. Here manners 
were retaliated hynu'ally the same ]win('i[)l(‘s as hi 
tmt foregoing province, strane:crs* aj^siimin^ the rights 
\jf husbands in wliatever houses they r(‘sted on their 
journey. ^ Ilpstaiu])(‘d ^old, iss|i(‘d by weight, and 
|5mali solid loaves of salt, marked witli the seabpf the 
khan, were the current money. * ^ 

Traversing 'the ])rovince of Keraian, of wliich little 
is said, except that its iiihabitsmts were pagans, and 
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the evill^ of servitude l)y self-slaiiG:hter, always hcarii^g 
about tlieir' persons, like Mithridiites and Demos- 
thenes., at concealed poison, by which they could 
any time open themselves a way to Pluto. Previous 
to the <Maa^''ol con(|uests, those reckless savajj^es were 
in the habit of im'rderini^ in theii^ sleep such stran^jers 
or tra«,ehlv.rs as hap]>eiiord to j>ass through their coun- 
try, from the superstitioui? belied’, it is said, thvt the 
good ([iialities of the dead would deyolv('''upoji those 
who killed them, of which it must be confessed they 
siood in great need ; and perhaps from the l)etter 
grounded convictioji that they should thus, ai all 
events, become the undoubted heirs of their wealth. 

Journeying ^westward for five days our traveller 
arrived at^ the jirocince. of Kardandan, where the 
current' moil ey were (‘owries brought from India, aud 
gold in ingots, (jold was hen* so plentiful that it 
wat^*ci\changed for five times its Veight in silver; and 
the inhabitant^’, who had ])r(fbably been sul))(‘et to tlie 
tooth-ache, wc/*e*in the habit of covering the^r teeth 
^wlth thin plates of this precious metal, which, accord- 
ing to Marco, were so nicely lilted that tin* teeth ap- 
peared to be of* solid gold. The practic e of tattooing, 
■which seems to Jiave jircwnled at one time or other 
over the whole v, oild, was in vogue here, men being 
este^riKjd in proportion as thr ir skins were more dis- 
figured. Riding, hunting, and martial extreises, 
the whole time of the men, wliilc the wo- 
men, aided by the. slaves who were purehased or 
taken in ^^viir, porforrne^ct all tlic domestic* labours- 
Anotlier strange cil'stom, the cruise and origin of 
■wliieTi, though it has prevailed in sei^eral jiarts of the 
world, is lijcldeii in obscurity, obtained h(‘re ; when a 
woman had bceeii delivered of al; child, she immedi- 
ately quitted lier bed, and having washed tlic iii'^’ant, 
placed it in Thtj hands of her huslyuul, who, lying 
clown ill her stead, jiersonated the sick person, nursed 
the child, and remained in bed six weeks, receiving 
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visits and condolences of his friends and /leigh- 
bours. Meanwhile tlie woman bestirred Ijerself, and* 
pfrronnod her usual duties as itinothing had hcQ^r^iincd. 
Marco Polo could discover nothing more of the reli- 
gions opinions of tliis people than that .tl/ey .wor- 
shipped the oldest mfin in their family, probably as 
the representatives of tlie, geiiwative principl.^o^ na- 
ture, ^Broken, rugged, and 'stupendous mountains, 
no doubt thjrtlimiualaya, rendered this wild country 
nearly inaccessibfc to strangers, who were further de- 
terred by a r(‘.port that a fatal mfasma pervaded the ‘ 
air, |?articularly in^summer. The knowledge of letters 
had not j\iMjetrat(id into this, region, and all con- 
tracts and obligations wnne recorded ^by tallies of 
wood, as small accounts are still kept in J^ormaudy, 
and other rude provinces of Europe. 

Ignorance, priestcraft,* and magic being of one 
family, and thriving 1^ each other, arc /always f(^ind 
togetlier. These savage.^i^ like Lear, •had thrown 
** physk; u> the dogs;” and when attacked by disease 
])r{;ferred the priest or the magician to the'doctor. 
The priests, lioping to drive disease out of their neigh- 
bour’s body by admitting the devil into their own, re- 
paired, when called upon, t^» the chamber of the sicV» 
person; and there sung, danced, leaped, and raved, 
until a (lemon, in the language of the initiated, or;^in 
oilier words, weariness, seized upon them, when they 
discontinued their violent gestures, and coasAited tg 
lie interrogated. Their answer, of (*ourse, was, that 
the jiatient hud offlmcfc'd soiiui god ,• who, w»i\s to be 
propitiated with sacrifice, winch Tionsisted pijrtly in 
offering up a portion of the patient’s blood, not to the^ 
goddess Bhlebotomy, as with us, but to sonu^ member 
of the Olympian syi|od whose fame has not reached 
posterity. In addition to this a certain number of 
rams, witli blacl^ heads, were saeaificed* their blood 
fiprinklod in the air, for the benefit of the gods, and a 
great iiumber of candles having been lighted up, and 
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the house o' ihoroLiLclily |km ruined . with iuc<‘usc and 
Voud of ah'cs, liie piiisls sal (hmii with tlieir wives 
and l^niilies to diin’.er and if, alhu' all this, the sick 
anaii would jxTsist in dyinj:;, jt was no fault of theirs. 
JDc.sliyy irlonc was to l)lamc. 

The next jourfiey which Marco l^olo uudcriook aftiT 
Ills ]c^i>^ii«o from 'rihiit, was into the kiii'^dom oi'Mau^i, 
or Sontlierii (’liiita, sub(hi*v‘d hy the arms of th(‘.,khaii, 
in Junifui, the wiouarch, who liilWvici^ncd pre- 

vious to the irruption of the Moucro’ls, is represented 
%is a mild, heiietieeid, and petic<‘j‘ul ]>rince, intent upon 
jnaintainini:: jusliee and internal 1 rampdllity ifi Ids 
doiiiiiiious, hut waulim*; iw, euertry, and iK\^;leetiiil of 
the means of .national defence. Duriiie; the latter 
years of jiis rei.e:nrhe had ainmdoned himself, like 
anotluv Sardanajialus, to si usuality and \oluptuoiis- 
iiess, thoie^li, when thp storiw f>f war hurst u])ou idiu, 
lic^-ej^hibited far less uuiiruuidmi<t-y than that Assyrian 
Sybarite ; tiymi;' pnsillanli^ously to Ids fleet wdth all 
liis wi'alth, aii,d i^eliinjuisldiiji: tluj di teiiee ol‘ the ca])i- 
lal to hi?> queen, wlio, as a woman, liad IJothm^,• to fear 
from the (*rueltv ol' the com(ueior. A foolish story, 
no doubt invented aftcT the fall of the city, is said to 
lia^e inspired the queem >^th conlideiice, and encou- 
raged her to r(*sisl the besiei;'ers : tlie s(»othsayers, or 
Iiaiyispices, liad assured Faiifiir in tiu‘ days ol’ Ids pro- 
sperity that no man not ])Ossessijuj:; a hundred eyes 
t^o^dd 'Cv^T depri\e him of Ids kiuirdom. Learning, 
howe\er, with dismay that the name of the Tartar 
g^eimral, ii,o\y the p1ac(% ♦ip.idlied “ the hun- 

dred eyed/’ she. peU eivT.d the fidlilment of tlie ])r(& - 
diclton, and siirreiuhned up the Kublai Khan, 

a}^reeably,to the ojiinion of Faiifur, conducted Idiusolf 
liberally towards the captive (|U(|en, who, beinj^ con- 
'V.eyed to C’ainbalu, was receivj;d and treated 'jn a 
manner suitable to her former dipyly. The dwarf- 
minded emperor died about a year alter, a fugitive and 
a vagabond upon the earth. 
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T 1 k‘ ca])ita] (if Scuitlicrn C'liiiia, called •I'iuirMii, or 
Kinsai, by Marco lN)lo, a name shj;iiil‘v \iu: C\*lcs-* 
lial City/’ Avas a place of prodi^i^ioifti inai^nitiKk*, 
accortlniiTlo tlic rcjjorlsof llic Cliiiic^c, not Ics.^llian oiu; 
Imndrcd mil(‘s in circumference. This ruinjlu(‘stjmalc 
of ihc extent of Kinski, tlioindi beyojid doubt consi- 
derably exai^i^erated, is* aftei all not so \e''» wicrc- 
dible may at lirst ay)[K‘ifr! Within this <'ircum- 
ferenee, if li^*^']jlaee ^vas constructed after 1 lie usual 
fashion of a ('liinese city, uould be included jiarks 
and gardens of immense i‘\tent, \^ast o|){‘n spac't'S* fo’^< 
the Aoiiitions of the troop.s, besides the ten niarket- 
])liices, eae^i two miles in eii^anuference, mentioned l)y 
Marco Polo, and many other larjre s[)ac^'S not covered 
with houses. By these me«ins Kiu^ai mi^ht Jiave been 
nearly one hundred mdes in eireuit, without appi’oacdi- 
in^ London in riehes oi* population. That modern 
trav(‘llers have found *110 traec bf sueli ama/.in^ (i«i- 
tent in Han'j;'-eh<ui, Kua-hjn<;\ or whattVer eity they 
determine Kins;ii to lune lieen, by ja) ineans invali- 
dates the assertion of Marco Polo ; for, coi/sidcrinii^ 
tlui revolutions which C hina has underjj^one, and the 
perishable materials ol‘ the ordinary <Bvellin<»s t>f its 
iuliubitinits, we muy look i4pou the space of nearly* 
six hundred years as more than sullieient to Intvc 
clumjred the site of Kinsai into a dt sert. W'eie Uie 
seal of ^^overnment to be rem(>v(‘d from Cbdeutta to 
Ag^ra or Delhi, tlu' revolution of one century woulel 
reduce tiiat C’ity of ihihiccs,'' to a miserable villac.‘c, 
or wholly bury it in*llie pestilential *l)Oi4* JVgm whieli 
iW sumptuous but perishable edilf(‘e:s originally rose 
hke an exhalatiom 

1 will suppose, therefore*, iu spite of geographical’ 
scepticism, tliiit Kinjiai fell very little • short of the 
Juaguftiide which theY^hinesc, not Maico Polo, attri- 
buted to it. Tl^e city was neaily siiTrounded hy 
water, having on on<; side a great nveV, and on the 
other side a lake, whilf^ innumerable canals, intersect- 
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inp it m all\lircctioiis, rendered the very streets navi- 
gable, as iU were, like those of Venice, and floated 
away ^al! -filth into the channel of the river. Twelve 
thousand briduTos, ^-eat and small, wore thrown over 
these canals, beneath which barks, boats, and barges, 
bearing* a numerous aquatic pcipulation, continually 
passe.d ^ and fro ; while horst'men dashed along, and 
chariots rolled from sti’evd to street, above. ,rThrec 
days in every week tlie -peasantry from Jtli the country 
round poured into the city, to the number of forty or 
^fty thousand, bringing in ibe productions of the earth, 
W'ith cattle, fowls, game, and every spt^eies of })rovi- 
sion necessary for the ^subsistence of so mjghty a po- 
pulation. Though provisions were so cheaj), however, 
that two ^cese. or four ducks, might be purclias(‘d for 
a Venetian groat, the })oor were rcidneed to so mise- 
rable a Slate of wretchediuss that they gladly dc- 
vcuin^l the flesh of ihe most unclean animals, and 
every sj)ecievsu)f disgiisting^oflUl, The markets were 
siippli(‘d with.au abiiridanee of most kinds pf fruit, 
among which a pear of peculiar fragrance, and w^hite 
and gold peaches, were the most (‘xqnisile. Raisins 
and jvine woc’e im])orted from other provinces, but 
4yom the ocean, which no more than twenty-five 
mfies distant, so great a profusion of fish was brought 
th^t, at first sight, it seemed as if it could iicv(ir be 
consumed, though it all disappeared in a few hours. 

ArotfiKit the immense market-places were the shops 
of *the jewelhas and sjace-merchants ; and in the ad- 
joining ^.troet^ Yvra nu^inerous hot and <‘oId baths, 
with all the apparatus wliich belong to those establisrh- 
jnents In eastern coniitnes. These* places, as the in- 
* habitants bathed every day, were well freiiuented, and 
the attxMidants, aecaistoincd to tte business from their 
^childhood, exceedingly skilful i,h the performance of 
their duties.* A trait which marks thp voluptuous tem- 
perament of the Cflilnese occurs in fuc account of this 
city. All incredible number of courtesans, splendidly 
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attired, perfumed, ai)d living with a largC. establish- 
ment of servants in spacious alid magnificent houses, " 
were found at Kinsaj ; and like their sisters* in^ an- 
cient Greece, were skilled in all those arts which cap- 
tivate and enslave enervated minds. The tradesmen 
possessed great wealthy and appeared in tlieir s’kiops 
suniptuo*usly dressed in* silks, ^in addition to»>«Jiich 
their Ajives adorned themstfi^^es with costly jewels. 
Their houses 'irt^re well built, and contained pictures and 
other ornaments ot immense value. In their dealings 
tffey were remarkable for their iiftegrity, and great 
Buavify and decorum appeared in their manners. Not- 
withstanding the gentleness yf ijieir disposition, how- 
ever, their hatred of their Mongol coqcjuerors, who 
had deprived them of their independence,^ and the 
more congenial rule of their native princes, was not 
to be disguised. 

All the streets wer# paved^v*tth stone, while ^tUe 
centre was macadamized, jt mark of cmlization not 
y(it to b^ found in Paris, or many «>ther European 
capitals, any more than the cleanliness which •accom- 
panied it. Hackney-coaches with silk cushions, pub- 
lic gardens, ami shady walks, were among the lux;uries 
of the people of Kiiisai; ^hile, as Mr. Kerr very- 
sensibly remarks, the delights of European capitSlls 
wen? j»rocessi()iis of monks among perpetual dunghyis 
in narrow ciookcil lanes. Still, in the midst of all this 
'wealth and luxury, poverty and tremendous^ suffering 
existed, compelling parents to sell tlieir children, and 
when no buyers apj^:aVcd, tCb expos«^ them |.o death. 
^ T^j/cuty thousand infants thus*dcs«rtcd were aniuially 
snatched from dt^tructioii by the Emperor Panfur, 
Rud maintained and educated until they could provide 
for thems('Ives. . , 

Mifl-co Polo’s opiUprtuiiities for studying the cus- 
toms and manners ol this part of the •empire were 
such as no other Ehiropean has ever’ enjoyed, as, 
through the peculiar afi’ectioii of the Great Khun, he 
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■vvijs a|)]>oi\hf(l <^‘()verucir of ono of ils priiiripal cities, 
and c.xcrci^cd lliis aut aorily diirinu: 11 ir‘c years. fet, 
strani»:c*to say, lu?i naOvCs no mention of tea, and al- 
ludes only (aiee, and tliat but slijilitly, 1o the rnanu- 
faeturo of ])orcelain. These omissions, liowever, are 
in all piub.iliHiu not t-a be alijiibiited to him, but to 
tlie d‘;i;‘dU‘<sness or ie;norajice of transcribers and 
copyists, ^vho, not knu\\*^ift^ A\hat to niaki' of thp li‘nns, 
boldiv oiuillt‘d them. .The ino'^t ix'mai\*»d)i(‘ manufat*- 
ture of porcelain in liis lime appears to have lieen at 
i,a c«ity which lu* calls ''rrimpii, situated on one braiu'li 
ot‘ the ii\er which tlo\\t‘d to Zaituin, suppc)sed' to he 
the modern C'anton. ^ llpre he was infogned a cer- 
tain kind of earth or clay was thrown up into vast 
conical h^aips, wheye it nnnained exposed to the action 
of the annos[»here for tlurly or forty years, afttir 
Avliicli, relined, as he s,iys,»bY tune, it was mamifac- 
(\ 4 ctured into dishes weroi painted and baked in 

iurnac('s. « ^ 

Ua\int!: now* i( maim'd many years in the 

Polos Ueiran to feel the de.'?iiv of revisitiinj: tlieir home 
re\ i> e w itliin tlu'ir souls; and this desire wars streiuyth- 
cned, by refleetino; upon tlie ^reat of the khan, 
^iri the event of whose dei^tli it was ])ossible they might 
n^vor Ik* able to depart from the eountry, at least wdth 
llv ama/ing wealth which tlu'y had amassed during; 
their long residence. One day, therefore, when lliey 
observed, K'uhlai to be in a remarkably good linmour, 
TSTeolo, who seems to have* enjoyed a very free access 
to the c\vamber />f the tHOverefgui, ventured to (‘utreat 
})ei mission to letua.i home with his family. The khs-n, ’ 
liowevir, who, being himself at boKie, could compre- 
*l»end notjiing of that secret and almost mysterious 
powi r by w'hi<'h man is drawn Uiek from the remot{»st 
corners of the earth towards scene of his*^cidld- 
Thood, ami who, jierhaps, iniagine4 that gold could 
confer irre sistible cliarms upon any country, was ex- 
tremely displeased at the request. He liad, in fact. 
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])coonu‘ ;4t:ir]io(l to tlic nit'ii, and hisi to 

]);»rT witli them was as natural as tlic ir cl<#siio to 
'fo turn tlu'in tVoin all thoU'^!it,s o#’ tla* uiuk*i 
ju* dwelt u|)Oii the leiiLi'tli and daiujer of (lie jouniev ; 
aiul a(lde<|, tliat if mote wealth \vas^vhat lhe\,eo\ele<l 
they lead l>ul to speak^and he would ^rntity then ut- 
most wJslies, ]>y hestowfne, ii])(iu them twice '• »i\jeh 
as tiu'j' alrt'ady posse>si‘d • • hul that his aifeetioii 
would not all‘r-.v him to pari with them. 

lh’ovidciK:(\ however^ which under the name of 
cTiunee or ae'cidi'ut so lV(‘t{uen1 jy*’l>(‘fMeiHl> llie pen’- ^ 
})l(*\c^i, luov canu' to llu'ir aid. Not lom 4 ‘ after llie 
uusucces^l'nl a[)p!u'ation of^Nipolo, amhussadors ar- 
rivt^d at tiu' courl of tlie Creal Khan^ fiom Arjzhn, 
Sultan of Persia, demanding;' a pryu e ss ofjhe impe'- 
rial blood for their master, wiiost' late (pu'en fin her 
deathbed bad reepu'sted 4iim to choose a w’ife> from 
ainonj^: her relations in Cat Kuidai coiis(‘ide4; 
and thi‘ ambassadors depar^eal witb a \ouMdui (>i'ineess 
on thc'ii; vvay to J’ersia. AVheii llie^fc had proeec^ded 
eialit riionths tlnouLt’h tlut wilds of Tailart, their 
<‘our.se was sto])|)ed by bloody ^^ars; and they were 
<’onstraine(l to redurn with the ^irineess to tlie eeiyrt of 
t1k‘ khait. Here they lu'are^of Mareo, who had like-* 
wise just returned from an expedition into India '^)y 
sea, deseribimj; the facility whicli mui^atioii atfonkid 
of nuiinfaiuhii^ an intereourse^ between that country 
and China. The ambassadors now ])rocure(L a*i inter- 
view w’ith the Venetians, who consented, if the per- 
Tuissiou of the khai^ could Iy*- obta’^ied, ^to, conduct 
t4em by sea to the dominions •of their sovereign. 
AViih great relueteince the khan at length yielded to 
their solicitation; and liaving commanded Nieolo, 
Mafltio, and Marco ^into his presence,* and lavished 
upon •them every pol^sible tt>ken of his aHection anej 
esteem, constitutyig them his ambassadoi*i5 to tht^ pope 
and the other prmens of Europe, he caused a tablet of 
gold to be delivered t{) them, upon which were eii- 
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graven eoinrnands that they should be allowed 
free and ^ec'uro [rassagc through all his dominions ; 
that all'itheir expenses^, as wtll as those of their at- 
tendants, should he delrayt*d ; and that they should 
be [)rov’uled with huid(‘S and eseorts whercjvcr these 
iniglit b(^ ne(*essary. He then,, exacted from them a 
pron**'^ that, when thgy sliould have ])assed some time 
in Christendom, among ‘iheir friends, tln‘y wquld re- 
turn to him, and alVeetionately dismiss^ tlunn. 

. Fourteen ships with four masts,’ of which h)ur or 
iJiv(r were so Iargc‘ that they earned from two hundred 
and Hfty to two hundred and sixty num, wer(‘ ])r6vide(l 
for their vo\age: ami on board of this fleet they em- 
barked with the (picen and tlie ambassadors, and 
sailed away h*<>ni fdnna. It was ])rohah!y from the 
oflfieers of these ships, or from llio.se with whom ho 
had made his former voyinze to India, that Marco 
P^do learned what Ihu.hc' kmtv of the great island 
of i^ii[jangri,«i')r Jaj)an. It wa.s about fift( en hundred 
miles distant, as lie was in/onm'd, from the. s^iores of 
China. *The jieople were fair, gentle in their manners, 
and governed by their own ])rinces. Ciold, its ex- 
porta.tion being iirobibited, was jdenlifid among them ; 
,^so plentiful, indeed, that jhe roof ol’ the prince’s ])a- 
laf:e was covered with it, as churchi‘s in Europe sorne- 
liiV.es are with lead, while the windows and floors were 
of the. same metal. The prodigious opulence of this 
country tfinpted the ambition or rapacity of Kublai 
l&han, who with a vast fleet and army attempted to 
annex ik with |^is empire, bu*i evithout success. It 
was Marco’s brief descjfjption of this insular El Do- 
rado wfticli is supposed to have kindled the spirit of 
'discovery and adventure in the great soul of C’olumbus. 
Gentle as thp manners of the Japanese are said to 
have been, neither they nor thf Chinese therats^dves 
could escape the charge of cannibalism, which ap- 
pears to be among barbarians what heresy was in 
Europe during the middle ag^, the crime of which 
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every one accuses his bitterest enemy. Tije innurae- 
ralfle islands scattered t!irouj;li the sarroTU)#lin^ ocean^ 
werc‘ said to abound with spicks a^d groves of mlori- 
fefons wood. 

The vast islands and tliii‘kly-sprinkled nrclii[)eIagoc3' 
which rear up their vejdant and scented heads among 
the waters of tlie Indian ocean, now sncccssi\x\^i pre- 
senUnl tlieins(dves to tlu^ ohsoi’Vant ey(' of our traveller, ' 
and af*jear(‘d' like another vvojrhL Ziairibar, with its 
woods of ebony ; •Borneo, with its spiees and its gold; 
i1^)kak, with its sweet fruits, its rPra/il W’ood, and- its i 
elepfftiuts ; — these U(‘re th(‘ new and strange* countries 
at whieli they toue'lied on the w^ay to Java the less, or 
Sumatra, ^his island, which he describes as two 
tliousaud miles in eircnmference^ w^as divided into 
eight kingdoms, six of which he visited aiuf curiously 
(.‘xumiued. Some povtion^of the inhabitants had been 
eonvert(‘d to Moliamnicdani:^'; but numerous tribgs 
still roamed in a savage state among th« mountains, 
feeding upon biiman flesh and every iuiclean animal, 
and worshipping as a god the first object wljieh met 
their eyes in the inoriiiiig. Among one of these wild 
races a v(‘ry extraordinary practice ])revailed ; w;hcn- 
ever any individual was stritjkeii wuth sickness, his re- . 
lations immediately inrjuired of the priests or magicijilis 
whether he w^ould recover or not; and if answered Jii 
the negafive, the patient was instantly strangled, cut 
in pieces, and devoured, even to the very ipajrow of^ 
the bones. Ttiis, they alleged, was to prevent the 
generation of wornr)^ ^in an^ portimi of tlje body, 

‘ w^iich, by gnawing and defaciftg wouid'torture the 
soul of the dead. ^Tille bones were carefully concealed 
in the caves of the mountains. Strangers, from the 
same humane motive, were eaten in an eq.iially friendly 
way.,* , 

Here were numerous rninoceroses, camphor which 
sold for its weigtit in gold, and lofty* trees, ten or 
twelve feet in circumfei4nce, from the pith of which a 
kind of meal was made. This pith, having J*eeh 
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hiok' ji 'was ra-^t inlo xy^sol?; flllof] wiUi 

wimrt' llu* li^hi iiiiintritions {‘art'; iloatid upon 
the top,^^^iiI]e ilie jiiiiei; iuui more M)!id (ies('(uided to 
tlK‘ IToiioiu. 'riu' formei \va^- skiimued oil* and thrown 
a\\a\, bj^it the latU'r, in tasl.- m»t nnliU(‘ harley- broad, 
was wrought inlo a kind oT ])^<to, ami oaten. This 
w*as sauo, llio liiM ,;^]>oomu‘n of \^hi(']l ovoi soon in 
Taiiojjo w.e l)roiiLiht to'Vonioo by ^larc'O Pohj. The 
^\()od ortlio tr(M‘, \\hio.b was boav\ amK'sunk in water 
jliki' iioi), w'as; used in makiii;:: s[)(^ars. 

^ b'roni Sinnalra sailed to the Xi^'obnr ajid Aft- 

<lainan iskuids, du' iiadvos of wdiitdi w'('r<‘ nakc’ti and 
bestial .-avanos, ihon^li the oonntiVprotlnced (‘\ooll(;nt 
oloAt's, eocoa-nnl'^. lb a/il woofL r(‘d and white sandal 
wood, and \ ai ions kinds of s])ices. Tlu'v next touched 
at Ct'vlou, w hieh apju‘aied to Maieo Polo, and not 
ulto;j:et}u‘; without reason, <^o be tla‘ 1ini;st island in 
tijc world. Here iMi\iaiii, i'iKVC])\ ri<'e, w^as rulti- 
vatAl ; but whe eouiitry produced a probi.^don of oil, 
fecsannim, milk, llosli, palm wine, sa[)phlr(‘S, ^.topazes, 
amelh\»-.t:s, and the kiest rulties in tiie worhl. f)f this 
last kind of i>em the Kini>* of Ceylon Avas said to 
posSi;ss the tinesi sjaxamen in e\ist(*ne(', the stone 
*,bcjnp: as lonij; as a nuyds hand, of correspond inij; 
llflekness, and <^hjwino’ like tire. The Avonders of 
A^lam’s Peak, INlan'o J^olo heard of, but did not be- 
hold. llis aeeoniit of the pearl-lisbcry he likewise 
Iranied from report. 

Trom Ck’vlun tlu'y proceeded tow^inls the Persian 
Gulf, t()uehiinj: ^in th(‘i^’ way •upon tin* coast of the 
Cainati(*, Avhere i\Iare6 learned some particidars 
spcctiift^ the Himloos; as, that the^' Avere an unwar- 
* lik(j }je()|de, Avho imported horses from Ormns, and 
g-enerally* abstained from beef; that their rich men 
were carried about in palankeerjf. ; and that frotg mo- 
tives, of tlie* origin of Avhich he Avas ignorant, every 
man carefully pr<‘'>erved his OAyn tlriAking-vessels from 
the toiicli of another. ^ 

At length, after a voyage of eighteen months, they 
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arryrcd in the dominions of ArgAn, but found that 
that prince was dead, tlie heir to tlie thrond a minor, * 
and the functions of g;overiiment ^exercised by,^re- 
jrcnt. They delivered the princess, who was now 
nearly nineteen, to Kazan, the son of Arg6n;^and 
having |^ecn magnificently entertained /or nine months 
by the regent, who presented .them at partin„ •with 
four tijjlets of gold, each a cVbit long and five fingers 
broad, they continued their journey through Kurdistan 
and Mingrelia, to Trebizond, where they embarked- 
u^n the Black Sea ; and, sailing down the Bos- 
phorus and Dardanelles, crosst^d the -dilgean, touched 
at Negropejnt, and arrived ^afi^ly at Venice, in the 
year 1295. 

On repairing to their own houp^, however, in the 
street of St. Chrysostom, they had the mortification 
to find themselves entirely forgotten by all their old* 
acquaintance and coufitryindi. / and even their ne^reTt 
relations, who upon report^ of their death had taken 
possession of their palace, cither could not or would 
not recognise them. Forty-five years had ncT doubt 
operated strange changes in the persons of Nicolo 
and Mufik) ; and even Marco, who had left his l^ome 
in the flower of his youth, ^id now returned after an 
absence of twenty-four years, a middle-aged mab, 
storm-be^aten, and bronzed by the force of tropic^il 
suns, must have been greatly altered. Besides, they 
had partly forgotten their native language, wjiioli they, 
pronounced with a liarbarons accent, intermingling 
Tartar words, and seating the ^ules of syntax at defi- 
t^ce. Their dress, air, aiiif defiieanour, likewise, 
were Tartarian. »To* convince the incredulous, how- 
ever, and prove their khuitity, they invited, all their 
relations and old associates to a magnificent enter- 
tainment, at which t|ie three travellers appeared at-, 
tired in rich eastern habits of crimson sAtiii. When 
all the guests were sedated, the Polos* put off their 
satin garments, which they bestowed upon the atteu- 
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d'cinls, stiU appoarinjj:: smuMbly (Jrcsstd in robes of 
crinison ikiiiask. 2 \t tlie niiioviil of tlio last course 
lmtj:)iie of the euleiiaiiimcnt, tjii’y distributed llieir 
damask pirmenls also u})Oii tbe attendants, those 
having: merely cone(‘aU*d fur more ma'^uiiicent robes 
of crimson velvet. \Vh(‘n diiyier was over and the 
atteuifikmts had withdrawn, j\1ar<*o Polo oxhil)itcd to 
the coni])any tlie coats V^f (‘oars(‘ Tartaiiaii ejoth or 
felt, which liis l‘atliei\ his uncle, and“ himself, had 
usually worn during their travels, ‘riiosc he now cut 
open, and from their folds and linin<j;s took out-^^o 
prorlijrious a cpiantity of rubies, sapphires, emeralds, 
carbuncles, and diamonds, that tbe company, amazed 
and delighted with the beauty and splendour of these 
niagniticent and iiiyaluahie gems, no longer hesitated 
to acknowledge the claims of tin; Polos, who, by the 
same arguments, might liavo. proved their identity with 
Brester John and hij^ iu-tiily. ♦ 

l^he news*.* of their arrival now rapidly circulated 
through Venice.: and crowds of persons of ad ranks, 
attracted partly by tbeir immense wealth, partly by 
the strangeness of tbeir recitals, flocked to their pa- 
lace to see and congratulate them u])ou| their return. 
The whole family was universally treated with dis- 
tilictioii ; and Maflio, the elder of the brothers, be- 
came one of the principal magistrates of the city. 
Marco, as being the youngest and probably the most 
communjeative of the three, was earnestly sought 
after by the young noblemen of Venice, whom he en- 
tertained and ystoiiihlicd by 'liiiv dest‘riptions of the 
strange and marveflous^ things he had bcJield ; and 
in speaking of the subjects and revoriues of the Great 
Khan, he was fre(piently compelled to count l)y mil- 
lions, he obtained among his com pun ions the name of 
Marco Miliovc. In the time ^.f Kamnsio th6\Polo 
palace still ‘existed in the street of St. Chrysostom, 
and was popularly known hy^lhe name of the Carte 
delMilliouL Some writers, however, have supposed 
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that tliis siini.niu^ was l)('>tow(‘(.l on thu PSios on ac- 
count of their (‘\traordiuarv riches. * 

Maico Polo had iK)t !)( < n niaiiy#niontbs «at ^Vf>i^icc, 
l^oTorc the news inriv(‘d that a (ilcnocsc fleet, uinler 
the, (‘omiuand of Panipa Dovia, had ai)])t:aw'd ^near 
tht' ishco^d of (.hn/ola, on tlu- coast of J3ahnatia. The 
rejjiihlic, alaiined al the int(*l!i^'en(‘e, iinine^utitely 
sent a numerous tieet ac’aiii.’-t the enemy, in which 
iMarco Polo, vis an experienced mariner, Avas intrusted 
A\ ilh th(h connnaiuf of a » 4 ‘allcv» The two fleets soon 
ciJ^e O) an ('ni>a^‘eni(‘nt, wluni Marco, with that intrepifi 
coinage which had carried him safely thr(me;h so many 
daiiii'crs, lu^viinccd with Ins galley before the n‘St of 
the tieet, with tin* dosian of breakings the (‘iieniy’s 
sijnadron. The* Venetians, however^ who wer^; (piickly 
defeated, Avanted the energy to second his boldness; 
•and Mar(‘o, avIio had Avoinuled in the engage- 
ment, was taken prisoner aiuT carried to Genoa. « •• 

Here, as at Venice, the «i\tniordinnry iTature of Ills 
adAcntm^‘s, the itaawh' of his descriptions, and the 
aiuiiiblenoss of his eharaeter, soon gained him friends, 
who not only deli irh ted in his conversation, but ex- 
erted all tiieir poAvers to soften the rigours of his cap- 
tivity. Day after day ueAV*au<litors flocked around 
1hi> new Plysses, anxious to hi*ar from his owm lips 
an ac(*ount of the magnificence and grandeur of Ktk- 
blai Ivliaii, and of the vast em^iire of the Mongols. 
VV earied at length, however, with fur ever ’#;pc‘ating- 
tlie same things, he determined, in jiursuanci* of the 
advi(‘c of ins new frk‘nds, to write tlic his^ony of his 
Wvels; jtnd sc'nding to Venice for*thc original notes 
Avhiclj he had mad^* w^hile in the evist, eompih'd or dic- 
tated the brief Avork Avhich has immortvilized. his me- 
mory. The Avork Avas completed in tho year I2b8, 
AvheiuJl may also be S'^icl to have been published, as* 
numerous copies ^cre made and circnliite3. 

Meanwhile his father,iind uncle, wlio had liithcrto 
looked to Marco for the contiuuation of* the P0I9 

• 
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family, an(? who had vainly endeavoured by the offer 
of large su^Vjs of money to redeem him from (laptivity, 
bega^j to deliberate upon the course which they ought 
to adopt under the present circumstances; and it was 
rcsolyed ‘that Nicolo, the younger and more vigorous 
of the two, should himself ma>rry. Four years after 
this fftarriage, Marco was set at liberty at the inter- 
cession of the most illustVious citi/ens of Genoa; but 
on returning to Venice, he found that three new mcm- 
. bers had been added to the Polo family during his 
absence, his father having had so many sons bv -^ils 
young wife. Marco continued, however, to live in 
the greatest harmony and happiness with his new 
relations; and shortly afterwards marrying himself, 
had two daughters^ Maretta and Fantina, but no sons. 
Upon the death of his father, Marco erected a monu- 
ment to his memory in the /portico of the church of 
S't. J.orenzo, with aii'i^i'scriptiftn stating that it was 
built in honour of the trav/dler's father. Neither the 
exact date of his father’s death, nor of his own has 
bithertd been ascertained; but it is supposed that our 
illustrious traveller’s decease took place cither in the 
yean 1323, or 1324. According to Mr. Marsden’s 
opinion he was then seventy years of age; but if we 
follow the opinion of the majority of writers, and of 
M*. Walkenaer among the rest, he must have attained 
the age of seventy-three, or seventy- four. The male 
^lineofttl^e Polos became extinct in 1417, and the only 
surviving female was married to a member of the 
noble housp of Trevisinr>, one of the most illustrious in 
Venice^, " ^ 

When the travels of Marco Polo «rst appeared they 
were generally regarded as a fiction; and this absurd 
belief had so far gained ground that w'hen he lay 
.upon his deathbed, Ids friends^^hnd nearest relatives, 
coming to fake their eternal adieu, conjured him, as 
he valued the salvation of his youl, to retract \vh ate ver 
he had advanced in his book, or at least such passages 
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as every person looked upon as untrue; i>ut the tra- 
veler, whose consei(‘nce was untroubled tiipon that# 
score, declared solemnly in that irwlul nionumt, that, 
far from beinjj guilty of exaggeration, ho had mJt de- 
scribed one half of the wonderful things whicji he had 
beheld^ Such was tlH‘ reception which the* disedVeries 
of this extraordinary mini exp^ricncecl when pro- 
mulgij^cd. By degrees, hoVever, as enterprise lifted* 
more and more the veil from central and eastern Asia, 
the relations of 5ur traveller rose in the estimation of 
j^*‘ngraphers; and now that theSvorld, though •still* 
containing many unknown tracts, has been more suc- 
('essfully e^|)lorod* avc begm to perceive that Marco 
Polo, like Herodotus, was a man of JLhe most rigid 
veracity, whose testimony presuniptuous ignorance 
alone can call in (luestion. 

To relate the history pf our traveller’s work since 
its first publication viould fc.. dong and a dry task. 
It was translated during his lifetime i’ito LatiTi, for 
the o]^uion of Ramusio that it was^ originally com- 
posed in that language seems to be a1)siird, as well as 
into several modern languages of Europe; and as 
many of those versions were made, according to tra- 
dition, under the author’s (jwii direction, he is though^ 
to^ have inserted some numerous particulars which 
were wauling in others; and in this way the variations 
of the (fifferent nuinuscri|)ts arc accounted for. I’he 
number of the translations of Marco Polo \s extra- 
ordinary; one ill Portuguese, two in Spaniel, three ii\ 
German, three in I’iTflch, th|cc or four in Latin, one 
'"^n Dutch, and seven in English. * Ot all the*se numer- 
ous versions tha^orMr. Marsden is generallj^ allowed 
to be incomparably the best, whether the correctnes:5 
of the text, or the extent, riches, and variety of the 
comfcentary be con.vdered. 
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JJoin about l;mo after 

TiJis tniv(*]l(‘r, whose toont* iiiifl works were little 
known in rAn*0])e before the pnblienlion of Proft'ssor 
Lee’s triinslation, was born at T*anii;iers, in Northern 
Africa, about ’the \ear 1‘JOb. lie a])|>eiirefl to be 
desj^neil Ry nature to be a tra\eller. Kornanlic 

in his disposition, a <>T(‘alJover of tin* marvellous, 
and posseNsinir a sufl'cSK’^i dash*>of snpei>tition in his 
cliarAeter to wJtablt' him ev<M'\ whore to dis<',over omens 
favourable to hi< wishes, the slightest moti\ es ^mthcecl 
to indnge liim to undertake, at a day’s iiotiee, the most 
prodiji^ious journeys, thout^h lu* could ret'kon upon 
deriviiie^ from them iiothruir l)ut tin* ph’asnre of S(‘(u’ne: 
^stranj^e sic;hts, or of beli(^)iie^’ that la* was fulfilliujjj 
tln^reby the secret intentions of l^r()videncc resyiccting 
him. 

lleing by profession one of tliose theologians, wlio, 
in thosg tilings, were freely rece ived and entertained 
by princes and the great in all Mohammedan coun- 
tries, he eould ay])rehentJ no (hunger of wanting the 
necessaries bf liie, ond'liad before liim at l(‘ast the 
chance If not the cc'rtain ])ruspecf ot being raised for 
ills learning and experience to sottu‘ ]>ost of dislinetioii, 
TJie first ste]>jn the adventures of all Mohammedan 
travellers is, of ((wirse, the pilgigmage to Mecca* as 
tRis journey confers u])on them a kind of sacred cha- 
racter, anti the* title of llajji,^ wiiieh is a ])assport 
generally res])ected in all the territories of Islamism. 
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11)11 Batnta loft his native city Tanpiers for the 
puTpose of ])ei formini^ the pil;^riinair<* in \ho year of ♦ 
the Hejira 72a (a. d. 1324-5). Traversinp; ^lio Bar- 
h'Sry States, and the whoh; hreadtl/of Northern Africa, 
probably in ('oinpany with the p:reat Moiirebine 
carava^i, wliich annually leaves those coiintrii^s for 
Mecca, he arrived without nieetin;4‘ with any remark- 
able adveiiTAire in where, accordinp: to the* 

orip;iiial desijj;n of his tiav(‘ls, lie employed his lime 
in visitiiiicthe nirtn(‘roiis saints and workers of miracles 
>V/li wliich that celebrated laiKl-ahouud(‘d in those' 
dayis. A 11101114* the most distinp:iiished of these men 
then in Alexandra was the Imam Borhaneddin el 
Aaraj. CJur traveller one* day visitinp: this man, — 
Batnta,” said he, “ I perceive that^the passion of 
exploring: the various conutriesof 1 he (‘arth^iath seized 
upon thee!"' I replied Yes,’’ says the traveller, 
“ thouirh 1 Irad at that tnmi n j intention of (^xtenrlin^ 
my researclies to very distant rej^ion^;^” “ ► have 
three l^rothers,” eontiuucfl the saint, of Avhom there 
is one in India, another in Sindia, and the^ third in 
Cliina. You must visit those realms, and when you 
see my brothers inform them that they ani still aiiec- 
tionately remembered by Boihaneddin.” “1 was 
astonished at what he saicl,” observes Batuta, “ and 
determined within myself to accomplish his desires.” 
He, ift fact, rej^arded the expressions of this iToly 
man as a inanifestatioii of the will of H cavern 

Having thus ooiieeived the bold design clf exploring; 
the remotest couny-iL^s of the east, Ihn Batuta was im- 
patient to be in motion. 41c yiefefore abridged his 
visits to the SJ^ntS, and proceeded on his»jouruey. 
Nevertheless, before his departure from this part of 
jBgypt he had a dream, which, being pvofierly inter- 
pi;c?tcd by a saint ^ greatly strengthened him in his 
resolution. Falling asleep upon tlie ropf of a hermh/s 
cell, he imagiirhd himself placed upon, the wings of an 
immense bird, which, rising high into the air, tied away 
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towards thq temple at Mecca, From thence the bird 
proceeded ^'towards Yarrcn, and after takinp^ a vast 
sweep tljrongh the south, and the regions of the risinj^ 
siin,«ulii»hted safely with his l)urderi in the land 'of 
darkness, where he deposited il, and disappeared. On 
the i¥,orrbw the sage hermit interpreted this vision in 
the sense most* consonant witli the wishes '^of the 
seer, and presenting bur traveller with some dirhems 
and dried cakes, dismissed him on his way. Itiiring 
the whole of his travels Ibn Battuta inet with but one 
man who e(|uallcd this hermit in sanctity and wisdo|i^, 

' and observes that from tlic very day on whicif he 
quitted him, he experienced nothing but good fortune. 

At Damietta he saw the cell of the Sheikh Jema- 
leddin, leader bf the sect of the Kalenders, celebrated 
in the Araltian Nights, who shave their chins and their 
eyebrows, and spend their whole lives in the contem- 
plation of the beatitude an\I perf<;ction of God. .Tour- 
onwajels through the cities and districts of 
Fariskur, Ashmun cl Romih'an, and Samanud^ he at 
length aj[Tived at Misz, or Cairo, where he appears to 
have first tasted the pure waters of the Nile, whitdi, in 
his opinion, excel those of all other rivers in sweet- 
ness. ' 

Departing from Cairo, and entering Upper Fgypt, 
he visited, among other places, the celebrated nionas- 
ter'y of Clay, and the minyet of Ibn Khasib. Upon 
the mention of this latter place he takes occasion to 
relate an afaeedote of a poet, which, because it is in 
keeping with our notions of wKa^^ a man of genius 
should be,* wt shafi h^re introduce. Ibn Khasib, raised, 
from a sftate of slavery to the go^crqincnt of Egypt, 
and again reduced to beggary, and deprived of sight 
by the capvicc and cruelty of a khalif of the house of 
Abbas, had, while in power, been munificent pati;on 
and protector pf literary men. Hearing of his mag- 
nificence and generosity, a poet of Baguad had under- 
taken to celebrate his praises in verse, but before he 
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had had an opportunity of reciting his work, Khasib 
waS degraded from his high ohie(‘, and tlir'iwn out in « 
blindness and beggary into the streets of Bagdad. 
While lie was wandering about in this eonaiTion, 
the pod, who must have known bim ])ersoii^tlly, cn- 
counter^^d him, and exel aimed, O Khasib,' it wd^ iny 
intention to visit thee in* Egyp^, to recite tby prijiscs ; 
but thy coming hither has i^iftdered my journey un- ' 
necessary. Wilt thou allow me to recite my poem?*^ 

** How,” said Kh5sib, ‘‘ shall I lu‘ar it ? Thou know- 
what misfortunes have ovortaki’n me.” The poet 
replied, “ My only wish is that thou sliouJilst Jiear it; 
but as to rew^ard — ^lay God reward thee as thou hast 
others!” *Khusi1> then said,’ Proijeed with thy 
poem.” The poet ])roeecded; 

'I'hy bounties like the swelling Nile 

jVIade the jilaius of l^gvpt smile, £tc. 

When lie had eoneluded, ‘•’Come here,”*»aid Klthsib, 

“ and oj^en tliis seam.” *IIc did so, Khasib then 
said, “ Take this ruby.” The poet refused; bivt being 
adjured to do so, he complied, and went aw^ay to the 
street of the Jewellers to offer it for sale. From the 
beauty of the stone, it was supposed it could have 
belonged to no one but the khalif, who, being informed 
of the matter, ordered the poet before him, and inter- 
rogaled liim respecting it. The poet ingenuously 
related the whole truth; and the tyrant, repenjting of 
his cruelty, sent for Khasib, overwhelmed Ifiini with ’ 
splendid presents, aivl ^^romisijd to grant him whatever 
V. should desire. Khasib d^maiidwl anti obt^Tined 
the small minyet in tJpper Egypt, in whicli he Resided 
until his death, and where his fame was still fresh when 
Ibn Batuta passed through the country. 

Fy^trated in his attempt to reach JVtecca by this 
route, after penetrating as far as Nubia, «our traveller 
returned to CairiT, and from thence proc'ecded by way 
of the Desert into Syria. Here, like every other 
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believer 'n\ t]\e Hebrew Scriptures, he found himself 
ill the mi(J'st of the most luillowed assoeintions; and 
strengt\iened at oii(‘e his piety and his enthusiasm by 
visiting the graves of Abraham, Isaac, and Jaeob^ as 
. well as tlie many spots ri‘iid(.‘red venerabh^ by the foot- 
steps of Mohammed. As the believers in l»>lamisni 
entertain a kind of relii^ious respect for the founder of 
Christianity, whom repird as a «^rcat prophet, 

Batuta (lid not fail to liiclmh* Rethhhem, the birth- 
j)lace of Christ, in tlie list of those*" jdaces he had to 
^see. Ujion this toMn, liowever, as well as iiyxm 
saiem, Ty*’^b Sidon, and others of ecjiial reno\('n in 
Syria, hi* makes few observations,' which (!an assist us 
ill Ibrminj;’ an idea of the' stale of tlic country in those 
limes; hnt in return for this nlC‘aJJl’erne^s, he r(‘latos a 
very ext rk'ord in ary story of an alchemist, who had dis- 
covered the s(‘(‘ret of making; ^old, and cx(Teised his 
supernatural ])ower hi ael./of benelieence, 

Rom Sy^kihe yircxxieded towards Mesoi)otamia, by 
Emessa, llanudi, and Alc?))])0, and haviii|L!: traversed 
the eoviitry of tlu^ Kurds, and visited the fortresses of 
the Assassins, the peojde who, as he says, “ act as 
arrows for El Malik ol Nasir,” returned to Mount 
Libitiiiis, which lie pronounci's the most fruitful moun- 
tain in the world, and describes as abounding; in 
various fruits, fountains of water, and leafy shades. 
Tie then visited Baalbcc and Damascus; hnd, after 
rc'maining: a short time at the latter city, departed 
with tlu* Syrian caravan for Mecca. His ‘attempt to 
perform tluj }iiIgTimae:c, a diitj ^Tumnihcnt on all true 
Mu.vmlihaiis, w\is ,lhis«timc successful; the caravs?"?* 
traversted the “ hovvlinj^ wilderness’" i^i safety ; arrived at 
the Holy City; and the pilgrims having; duly performed 
the prescribed rites, and spent tliree days near the 
tomb of the proyhet, at Medina, Ihn Batuta jcijiied a 
'faravau proceeding through the deserts of Nejcd 
tow^ards Persia’. 

The early part of this journey oflcred nothing which 
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oii^ trilvollcv \vorlli\ of rniiurk; J)u1 ho fit 

loioj^th arrived at Kadisiia, iu*ar Kut'a, aiieieu^ly a <^'n‘a1 * 
oily, in the neiirlihniirhnod ot* wliir^h lhat det’isive vie- 
to?y wa'^ olitaiiu'd by S.i.id, one ot tlio i;vnenns ol’ 
Omar, ov<'r tli(» Persians, wiileli ('stablish(‘(J tin' in- 
tcrosts^)!’ Islainism, and overllirew ever tlu; power 
of the (jiliebtTs. He next reacherl the city of Medied 
-Ali, a^splendid ami ]M)pnlo?i^ ])!aee, where the grave 
of AH is supposed to be. The inhabitants, ol' course, 
wiTe Shiulis, but ihoy x\ere lich; and Ibn Ihittuta. 
\VV> was a tolerant man, thought them a bra\(‘ peo- 
])le. The gardmis were snrroimderl by piasteied 
walls, adcn'^U'd with paintings, gnd (‘ontained (‘ar[>ets, 
couches, and lamps of gohl and silver. W'ithin the 
eity was a riih treasury, inamiapu'd by the votive 
offerings of siek ])ersons, who tlam erowderr, and still 
crowd, to the grave of ^Ali, from Itooin, Khorasiin, 
Irak, and other place», in ftie h<>pe of receiving relie*\ 
These people are plae.ed ^ovi r the graVi •a shoS time 
after siwiset, while other persons, soin'* praying, others 
reeiting the koran, and others ])rostrating thei^fiselves, 
attend expecting their recovery, and before it is quite 
dark a miraculous cure takes [)lac(‘. Our traveller, 
IVom some cause or ariotl^T, was not present on any 
of these occasions, and remarks that he saw several 
afflicted persons who, though they confidently lookjijd 
forward to future benefit had hitherto received none. 

The whole of that portion of Mesopotamia, was at 
this period in the power of the Bedouin Arabs, with- 
out wliose protceticvi Miere v^as no travelling tlirough 
^he country. With them, tlfhrefttre, ibn *13 at uta pro- 
ceeded from Basva, toward various holy and celebrated 
places, amongst others to the tomb of “,iMy Lord 
Ahmed of Rejiliati,” a famous devotee, vyhose disciples 
still, Congregate about his grave, and kindling a pro- 
digious fire, walk into it, some eating it,^)thevs tramp- 
ling upon it, and others rolling in it, till it be entirely 
extinguished, while others take great serpents in llieir 
teeth, and bite the head off. From hence be;again 
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returned to Basra, the neip:1iboiirhood of which 
abounded' with palm-trees. The inhabitants were 
distinguished for ^heir politeness and humanity to- 
warcTs stangors. Here he saw the famous copy* of 
the kor;?Ti, in which Othman, the son of Ali, was 
reading when ho was assassinated, and on wKcli the 
marks of his blood were still Visible. 

Embarking on board ^i^small boat, called aSj?mbuk, 
he desccndcfl the Tigris to Abbadjin, whence it w^as 
his intention to have proceeded to Bagdad ; but, 
adopting the advice of a friend at Basra, he sa>^^’d 
down the Persian Gulf, and landing at Magul, crossed 
a plain inhabited by Kurds, and ariivod at a ridge of 
very high mountains. Over these he travelled during 
three days, finding, at every stage a ( oll with food for 
the accommodation of travellers. The roads over 
these rnxoiintains were cut tijrough the solid rock. His 
Ravelling companions consisted of ten devotees, of 
whoih' one A^jts a ])riest, another a muezzin, and two 
professed readei’'s of the koran, to all of whom the 
siilran cf the country scut presents of money. 

In ten days they arrived in the territories of Ispahan, 
and remained some days at the capital, a large and 
, handsome city. From tljcnce he soon departed for 
Shiraz, which, though inferior to Damascus, was even 
tljen an extensive and well-built city, remarkable 
for the beauty of its streets, gardens, and waters. Its 
inhabit^ints likewise, and particularly the women, were 
"persons oV integrity, religion, and virtue ; but our sin- 
gular traveller remarks that, foV bis part, he had no 
othef”objecf in going thfeher, than that of visiting tln^T 
Sheikh Majd Oddin, the paragon bf saints and workers 
*of miracles ! By this holy man he was received with 
great kindness, of which he retained so grateful a re- 
membrance, that on returning home twenty years After- 
wards from »the remotest countries of the east he 
undertook a journey of fivc-and- thirty days for the 
mere purpose of seeing his ancient host. 

The greater portion of the early life of Ibn Batuta 
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was consumed in visitinj^^ saints, or the birthplaces 
amt tombs of saints : but his time was nol» therefore . 
misemployed; for, besides, the positive pleasuje which 
tin? presence or sight of such objects appears to4iave 
generated in his own mind, at every step he advanced 
in this* sacred pilgrimage his personal cons*eqiAjnce, 
and his' claims upon the* veneration ahd hospitality of 
princes and other great mei5, were increased. As he 
may be regarded as the representative of a class of 
men extremely niTinerous in the early ages of Islamism, 
a';,d whosii charactiT and mode of •life are highly iljus- 
trative of the manners of those times, it is important 
to follow the footsfeps of our traveller in his whimsical 
wanderings, a little more clbselj than would otlierwise 
be necessary. 

Proceeding, therefore, at the heels of the honest 
theologian W'e next hnd him at Kazerun, beholding 
devoutly the tomb of the i^heikb Abu Is-hak, a saint 
held in high estimation throughout Iiidjii and^hina*, 
cspccii^lly by sailors, who* when tossed about by ad- 
verse or tempestuous winds upon the oceaq, make 
great vows to him, which, when safely landed, they 
pay to the servants of his cell. From hence he pro- 
ceeded through various districts, many of which* were 
desert and uninhabitable, lo Kufa and Hilla, whence* 
having visited the mosque of the twelfth Imam, whose 
readveiTt is still expected by his followers, he fle- 
parted for Bagdad. Here, as at Rome or Athens, 
the graves of great men abounded ; so» that Ibn 
Batuta’s sympathies •were every moment awakened, 
vand apparently too painfully ; iiot-witlisbttiding 
that it was on% of the largest and most ctlebratcd 
cities in the world, he almost immediately quitted it 
with Bahadar Khan, Sultan of Irak, whom*he accom- 
pajik^d for ten days on his march towards Khorasan. 
Upon his signifying his desire to return, the prince 
dismissed him»with large presents’ and a dress of 
honour, together with the means of performing the 
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])il^rininL;’t* to Mi'ccii, \vliic‘li, as an inc ipient saint, he 
mne/nied l,*e c^onld not too frecjiiently repeat. 

Findun^ on liis return to Buj^^dud, that a eonsider- 
able»;iine \vould elhpse ])er()re the departure of tne 
raraviiii tor the ]-l(»ly City, lie resolved to employ the 
iiit(*r^al fn traversing' various portions of Mesoj^otaniia 
and in vi:^iuiij^' minuiroiis cities Avhieh he Jiad not 
hitherto seen. Amonir ilA'se places the most remark- 
able wer(‘ Samara, eelelmiled in the history of the 
Calif Vatliek ; Monsnl, which is saTd to occupy the 
site, of ancient lShi<‘veh; and Ni'iihen, renown'^-;! 
thro uR'lio lit tlie east for the l)eaiity of its position, and 
the ineomjjarable scent of the rose-water manufactured 
there. He likewise spent* some time at the city and 
mountain of Smjar, inhal>ited liy that extraordinary 
Knrdisli ftibe, whd, aecordine: to the testimony of 
several modern travellers, pay divine honours to the 
devil. 

little (‘xcairsioii beiinj;(‘onoluded, Bat uta found 
tlie caravan in readiness tel set out lor Meec;^i, and 
departir^i^ with it, and arriving' safe in the Holy (’ity, 
he performed all the ceremonies and rites prc^scrihed, 
ancl remained there threci years, subsistini;' upon the 
alms ‘contributed by the j^iious hounty of the inha- 
*bitants of Irak, ancl conveyed to Me cca by caravans. 
His traveliins^ fit now returning’, he i(‘ft the birthjilace 
of^tlie prophet, and repairing to Jidda, proceeded 
with a company ol’ inercliunts tow’urds Yeincai by sea. 
a\fter beincg (liiveri by contrary winds to thi^. coast of 
Africa, ancl landing at Suakin/hq. at length reached 
Yemop. ; fn *tlie f arj^ius vedties and towns of which he*-^ 
was entfrtained with a hospitality ^ generous and 
'grateiiil that he seems never to be tired of dwelling on 
their praises. lie did not, however, remain long 
among his muhifieeut hosts, but taking ship at Avipn, 
passed over gnee more into Africa, and landed at 
/aila, a city of the Berbers. The inhabitants of this 
place, though Mohamniedaus, were a rude, unculti- 
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vdtvd |)o()|)lc;, livini; chiefly u|)OJi fish and llio flesh of 
[‘iiniT'ls, which are slaui^h'tered in tlie stnicfs, where 
Liicir blood and ofl'als were left piitrilyino; to infect the 
nil'.* From this slinkinij:; city he ])t()reedi‘d l>y seiT to 
Mcikdasha, tiu- iMiieradocia of the ]\)rtiip:iie>c ^navi^'ii- 
tors ; a? very extensive place, where the hospit\d)Ic 
natives w'cre wont, cm th(‘ arrival of i shi]), to vome 
ilovvn ijji a body to the sea-sn<^re, and select each his 
^nest iVoin ainon^tlui merchants. When a theologian, 
ur a nobleman happcn(‘(l to be amoni;- the })asscno;ers, 
he -)\'as received and entertained h^ the kazi ; and. as 
Ibn liatuta. belon‘>:e(l to the former (dass he of course 
became the ^uest 1:jf this maillist r at (*, Here lie re- 
mained a sliorl tim(% passin;^ his days jn banqueting 
and pic asnre ; nnd tlien nduvnccl tc) Arabia. 

During the slay he now made m this country he 
collected scvc^ral particulars respecting the trade and 
manners of the ]»eoy>le whu^li are* neither trifling nor 
nniniportant. The inhabitants of Zaftig, th(?*most 
easterly^eily of Yemen, caVied on at .that period, he 
observes, a great trade in horses with India, the 
voyage bcMiig jicrformed in a month, Th(‘ practice 
lie rtMiiarkcd among the svniic people of feeding their 
flocks and herds with tish^ and wdiich, he says, he 
nowhere else observed, ])revails, however, up to the 
jircseut day among the natives of tlie C'oromandel 
coast, as* well as in other ])arts of the* east. At K1 
Ahkaf, the city of the tribe of Aad, there were nu- 
merous gardens, producing enormous hanaluis, with 
the cocoa- nut and tjie* betel. ^ Onr lancilnl ^traveller 
vliscovcnc'd a striking resemblu^u'.e lielweeu* tiu' ef/coa- 
nut and a man’s iiea'd, observing that exteriorfy^ there 
was something resembling eyes and a moulli, and that 
when young the pulj) within was like brains. To eom- 
)>letv the* similitude the hair was rcpresent(*d by the fibre, 
from wlueh, he remarks, cords for sewing* together the 
planks of their \cissels, as also cordage, and e,ahlcs, 
Were manufaetured. The nut itself, according to him. 
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Wtis liij;hjy Jiourishiiig, and, like the betel-leaf, a 
powerful aphrodisiac. 

Still r pursuing his journey through Arabia, he 
crowed the desert bf Amman, and met with a people 
extraordinary among Mohammedans, whose wives 
were liberal of their favours without cxcitMg the 
jealousy of their husbands, and who, moreover, con- 
sidered it lawful to feed’ i\])on the flesh of the df'mestic 
ass. From thence he crossed the Persian Gulf to 
Hormuz, where, among many ottier extraordinary 
things, he saw thfe head of a fish resembling a Mil, 
the eyes of which were like two doors, so that people 
could walk in at one eye and out" at the pther I He 
now felt himself to be within the sphere of attraction 
of an object whose power he could never resist. 
There w4s, he heard, at Janja-bal, a certain saint, 
and of course he forthwith formed the resolution to 
refresh himself with a sfght of him. He therefore 
''crosgLvl the^ca, and hiring a number of Turcomans, 
without whose ^protection there was no travelling in 
that ps^rt of the country, entered a waterless desert, 
four days journey in extent, over which the Bedouins 
wander in caravans, and where the death-bearing 
simoom blows during t4>e hot months of summer. 
Having passed this desolate and dreary tract, he ar- 
rived in Kiisistiin, a small province of Persia, border- 
ing upon Laristiin, in which Janja-bal, the residence 
of the saint, was situated. The sheikh, who was 
‘ secretly,*" or, as the people believed, miraculously, 
supplied with a profusic^r^ of provisions, received our 
traveller c6urte6us)y, gfent him fruit and food, andT 
contrivtid to impress him with '"a ^ligh idea of his 
^ sanctity. 

He now entered upon the ancient kingdom of Pars, 
an extensive and fertile country, abounding in gaiKlens 
producing a*- profusion of aromatic herbs, and where 
the celebrated pearl-fisheries of Bahrein, situated in a 
tranquil arm of the sea, are found. The pearl divers 
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<?nij;>!oYCid hero, vvoro Aral>«!, who, tyiiv^ a tppo round 
thoir waists, and wearing n}>ori lli(‘ir faees a nuisk 
made of* torlojset^ludl, descended ii#to the water, v\ia re, 
aeecmiing to lV.it nta, some reinaiiu‘d an lionr, others 
two, seareliing among Ibn '^ls ol* (‘oral tor t!ie*])e'irf*ls. 

Ihii 'Batuld was ]>osse.s'-’.ed b\ a« extraordinary 
jjassioii for performing ihc^ j^ilgriinage to Mheca ; 
and n(i^v ( \.t). 1 the year in uhieh I'd Malik Id 
Nilsir, Sidtan id'^l'^gypt, \isited the holy (mIy, set out 
fiorn Ihnsia on his tliiid sacred eYjieditiou. Having 
made the Tieeessary gennllexioiis, anil kissed tin' lilaek 
stone, at the Kaabi^i, ho h(‘gan to Imn his thoughts to- 
wards Indiiv h‘>t was pretejited*, we know not how, 
from carrying Ins (h'sign into (‘X(‘entft>n ; and tra- 
versing a portion of Arabia, ai.M Egypt% (‘Uti'red 
Itoom or Tnrk(;y. Here, in the ]m>vince of Anatolia, 
lie w’as entertained by an 'ytraordinary brotherliood, 
to whonn as to all iiis noble liosts*und cnlertaiuto^-s he 
devotes a portion of his travels. This association, 
which (ixjisted iii every Turcoman towid consist e^d of a 
number of youths, who, under the direction of one of 
the rneinlxTs, called liu' brother,” exercised the most 
generous hospitality towards all strangers, and wore 
the vigorous and decided •enemies of oppression. 
(Jpon the formation of one of these associations, tlie 
brother, gr president, erected a cell, in whicli wenf 
placed a horse, a saddle, and whatever other articles 
were considered necessary. The president liifnself, 
and every thing in tl^c cell, were alw’ays at the 
i^orvice of the mcinfters, wln^ every# eveaing a«n- 
vi'^ed the product of Jheir industry*to the president, 
to be sold for the1?enefit of the cell ; and xvheii any 
titrangcr arived in the town he w’^as here hos])itably en- 
tertained, and contributed to increase the hilarity of 
the evening, which was passed in feasting^ drinking, 
singing and dancing. 

Travelling to Iconium, and other cities of Asia 
Minor, in all of which he was received and entertained* 
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in a splonf|id manner, Avhile presents of slaves, bor^es, 
and gold Avere sometimes bestowed upon liim, be at 
leng^lt took sliip abSenab, and sailed for Kriin Tar- 
tary. During the voyage be endured great hardships, 
and /Alls very near lieing drownid ; but at length 
arrived at a small port on the inargiii of the (K’sert of 
Kiijak, a euuntry over'Vhii<‘h Mohammed TJ/bek Khan 
then reigned. ]h*ing desirous of visiting* tlie oourt of 
this priiiee, Ibii Ihatuta now hirfd one of these 
arabahs, or carts, in Avliic'h the inhahitants travel with 
their families ovei those prodigious plains, wlUTe 
neither mountain, nor hill, nor trt‘e nuM'ts tlx* eye, 
and AvluTc. tlu‘ ilnug* of animals servers as ,-'i substitute 
for fuel, and t ntered upon a desert of six months’ ex- 
tent. Ttroughout lhes(‘ immense stejipes Avbieh are 
denominated d(scft, merely in reference to lh(‘ir com- 
parative unproductiveness^;- our traA’(‘lhir found cities, 

• but thhil^ scattered'; and vast <lroAesof catth‘, nhieli, 
])r()teetc‘d iTy thi‘ e^cessi^e 4 .^everitY of the laws, wan- 
dered without iierdsincn or kei’pers o\er tli*e waste. 
The women of the country, thongb they wore no veils, 
were >irtuons, ])ious and charitable; and conset- 
qiic ntly Avere held in higli estimation. 

Arriving at the Bis/t ^Tag, or “ Five Mountains,” 
lie there found the vrdn (Avhenee our word horde) or 
\amp of the sultan, a moving city, with its streets, 
palace^!, inosques, and cooking houses, ‘* the smoke 
of which ascended as they moved along.” Mohammed 
IJy.bek, then sovereign of Kiljiik, was a brave and 
mi«-iifiocnt priiK'e ; and Ibn Bat5?ita, having, aecordirijf 
to Tartar etiquette, first paid a visit of ceremonyno 
each of his wives, Avas politely recclVcd by him. 

From this camp our traveller set out, with guides 
appointed by the sultan, for the city of Bulgfir, which, 

• according to the Maresid Al Flltlua, is situated in 
Siberia. "Here, in exemplification of the extreme 

hortness of the night, he observes, that, Avhilc re- 
P^^-^ating the prayer of sunset, he was overtaken, though 
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liC|))y 110 moans in liis devotions, Ijj^ the time 

for evening prayer, which was no sooner over, thiiu 
it was time to Ix'Lin that of midnijrjit ; and that U'foro 
hoTould eonelndo one voluntary orison, which he added 
10 this, ilic dawn had already ajijieare.d, ainf nuanin^ 
]uay(‘r\vas to bc‘ he<2;un. Forty dayif journey to the 
north of this place lay the of darkiu'ss, wh^re, he . 
was k‘id, p(‘Oj)l(‘ travelled over iiiterminalde plains of 
ice and snow, on.siuall li^ld sled^Ts, drawn by dogs; 
but h(‘ was (leU'rred from pushing' his researches into 
tlu'se (‘iunnerian regions by the fear of danger, and 
considerations of l]u* inutility of tlu^ journey. Mere- 
turned, thei’cfore, to tlu* camp of the sultan. 

Mohammed Uzbek had married a dSughtiT of the 
Creek Rmjieror of Ckinstantinople,* who, being at this 
lime* ])r(‘gnant, rc(|uesteMl liis permission to be ceinfined 
in her father’s palace, wb*‘re it was her intention to 
lca\e her child. The suUan ceuisente‘d, ai&il Ibn* 
Bainta, eoricenving that aw (‘xcelleid o})portunity for 
visiting M he* (jlre‘ek capital now jircsented itse.df, ex- 
pressed a dcsirei to accompany the princess ; hut the 
sultan, V ho regarded liini, apparently, as something 
loo gay for a saint, at first re'fused to jicrmit him. 
Upon his pr(\ssing the matter,Miowever, representing that 
he should never appear l)efore* the ejueen hut as his 
servant iyiel guest, so that no fears need be*, cntcrtainefl 
of liiin, the royal luisband relenting, alhwed him to 
go, and presented him, on his departure, wiih •fifteen 
hundred dinars, a dressy of honour, and several horses; 
while each of his ,?ultanas, Jogethet witli his .sons 
and daughters, cause^l the travellef to taste of their 
bounty. • 

The queen, while she remained in lier husband's 
tevritorjes, respected the religion and manners of the 
Molumirnedans; but she had no sooner ^entered her* 
father’s dominion^, and found herself surrounded by 
her countrymen, tnan she drank wine, dismissed the 
niinisters of Islamism, and was reported to commit 
F 2 ‘ 
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tlic ab^Mniiplion r)r(‘'alii»ir swine's Jlosh. Ihn Batata 
was still treat t‘il with respect, Ikanv'vcv. and eon- 
timiiwi: to lx* inniil^Tcd anioiiL:* tlie suite of the sul- 
tana, armed at lena'tli at ( 'onstantiiioph*, wli(‘r(*, in 
In- Z(A>d t(‘» \vat<‘li o\ei the eonddrl of ln> royal nrislie>s, 
he exposed liiins»*ll' to the risk oi* heiiej; st.jud(* 7 e(l to 
death’ in the erowd. enteriiej; the eity, his (‘ars 

appear to have Ix'en inueli annoyed hv the liiioine; of 
nninerons lx*lls, vvhic'h, with the ins iterate ])assi(>ii ot* 
all Jhiro]>eans Idi aoise wh(‘n iej,itated hy any |o\onS 
eniotions, thr (neeks of (’onsiaiitinoide snhstituUxl for 
1 heir own voiec'S in tin* e\pr(‘Ssion f»f their satishi(‘li(Ui. 

Ifeinainino; ahont hvci weeks in ('onelantmople, 
where*, ow’in^’'io tlu* ditierenee ofTnanners, lanirnai^e, 
and H'h^:r)n, lie does not appear to hava* tasted of 
nnieli pleasure, lie returned to Mohannned Uzbek, 
wliose bounty enabJcnl hiin^4o pursue his jfiurney to- 
•w’ard'i,,die east in a \ery superior styl(‘. The eountry 
to which his de>iies now’ p;.'iiit(*d was Kha^areMrl, tiu* 
road tliithi'r traversiiej;, duiinp: the tj:re:it(*r of the 
way, a barren desert , w'h ere little water, and a very 
scanty iieibatre, w’cre to be found. Oossini^ this 
w’Hste in a earriatre draw’ri by eainels, lie arrived at 
Khiivaresin, the largest ifdty at that jieriod possessi'd 
by the Turks. Here he found the* people friendly 
towards strane^ers, libera! and wall-bred, —and no 
wander; for in every moscpie a wdiip was lining nj), 
wdtli w*hieh every person who absented himself from 
ehnrch was soundly flo<^ged Jw the priest, besides 
beiw fivied in ^ve (lir|firs. Thfe practice, whicdi Ibii 
Batutiii tboup:ht Idalily common, dable, no doubt con- 
tributed greatly towards rendering ^he people liberal 
and wxdkbred. Next to the refinement of the people, 
the most remarkable thing he observed at Khavaresm 
•w’as a species of melon, green on the outside, aiKl red 
wdthin, vvhicVi., being cut into thin ^oblong slices and 
dried, xvas packed up in cases, like figs, and exported 
to India and China. Thus preserved, the Khavaresm 
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melon was thoupjht C([uul to tlie In-st dri«fl fruits in 
ill? world, and lei^arded as a ]>resenl wortliv of knii!:s. 

Fioin hence llm BatHUi departed for liMvln^ia, a 
renowned lhrou|^’hout the easf for the learning; and 
rehmanenl of ils inhabitants, but at this [iciaod so re- 
duc(‘d*and iinpuv(U'ished by the ioiiii; ^wars of (i(*n^his 
Khan and hi^ sueeessois, ijuifenot one man \va* to be 
found ^ in it wlio understootf any tiling of seienee. 
J.(‘avinL;’ this ancient s(‘at of oiiental ieaininu;, lie pro- 
ceeded to Mawara Bl Nahr, the sultnn of which was a 
jnst and powerlul prince, who re(‘eived him hosj)taT)ly, 
and fuinishc^d liiin with funds to pursue his wandcr- 
iiiii's. Jle^next visited Sam^ark^iid, Balkli, and Herat, 
ill Khornsaii ; and sealim^ the snow y>heitj;hts of th(" 
Hindoo Koosh, (*r Himloo-Slayer , so ealh^l beeanse 
most of the slaves attianpted to be carrii‘d out of 
India by this route aie killed by the severity of the 
cold, Ik‘ cmit'vi'd Kabul. Here, in a (‘ell of the nionn-, 
tain (‘ailed Bashfii, be found an old inalrXvlio, lhfna;h 
he had;he appearanee ofTieiii^ about fifty, pri'teiided 
to be three hundred and fifiy jears old, and Tissur(‘d 
Ihn Batuta tliat at the e.xpiration of evt r\ hun(lre<J 
years lu* was l)less(‘d with anew ^^rovvtli of hair, and 
new teetli, and that, in faei, lie wais the, ftajah ^Aha 
Bahini Ratan of fiulia, who had been buiied in Mool- 
1am. Notwit list and inve his innate veiKwation for eve^ 
tiling sainllv, and this man bore the name of Ata 
Erlhi, or “ J'ather (»f Saints,” our honest Uavetler 
eould not rejiress the doubts whicli arose in ids mind 
lespeeim^’ his (‘\tra(munarv |vretensiojis, aiid.obst^rves 
•n his travels that he much (ftnihta^/. of what was, 
and that he eoulifiu(?d to doubt. 

Jbn Batuta now crossed the Indus, and found hini- 
^vlt in Hindostan, where, immediately upon his arrival, 
he nvcA, in a idly which Ik* dciioininates Jaiiai, one of 
the tl ir<H^ brothers of Borhaneddin, tbc Kp.'Y]jtiari 
Miint, wliose preiVietion, str(*iigtheniu<;' Ids natural bent 
ol uinid, had made a j^reut traveller of him. Traversing- 
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the desert Siviistiln, where the Kgyptiau thorn jyas 
the only Iree to be seen, and then descend along 
the banks of the Sindc, or Indus, ho arrived at the 
city of Lahuri, on the sea-shore, in the vicinity of 
which \v(TC the ruins of an ancient city, aboundifig 
with the sculpti^red figures of men and animals, whhili 
tlie svperstitioiis natives fcyjpposed to be the real forms 
of the ancient inhabitants transformed by the Almighty 
into ston(‘ for their wickedness. 

At Uja, a large city on the Indus, our traveller con- 
tracted a friendship with the Faiur Jelaleddiu, then go- 
vernor of the }»lace, a brav(^ and gcMierous prince, wiioni 
he afterwards met at .pcllii. In journey iijg eastward 
from this place. Batata proceeded through a desert 
lying bet^veen two. ridges of mountains, inbubited by 
Hindoos, whom the traveller terms infidel and re*- 
bellions, because they adhered to the faith of their 
ancestors, and refused submission to tlie power of the 
Moliainmecftiii conquerors^ of tludr country. Ibii 
Batata's party, (‘onsisting of lvv(‘nty-tw() iiv-n, was 
here affiaeked by a largo body of natives, which they 
STXCceeded in repulsing, after they bad killed tbirleeii 
of tljeir number. In the course of this journey he 
witnessed the perfonuanejt of a Sutttn’, and remarks 
upon the occasion, that these human sacrifices were 
absolutely reepdred either by tlu; laws or the re- 
ligion of Hindostan ; but that, owing to the vulgar 
prejudice which regarded those families as ennobled, 
wlio thus lost one of their members, tlie practice was 
grei^tly /mcou ragged. , * i 

On arriving at Delln, which for strength, beauty, 
and extent, be pronounces the grea<KSt city, not only 
of all Hindostan, but of all Islamism in the east, he 
resorted to the pala(*e of the Quee n Mother, and pre- 
senting his presents, according to custom, was' graci- 
ously received, and magnificently established by the 
bounty of that princess and the vizhu*. It is to be 
presumed, that the money he had received in presents 
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from viirious j)rinces on tlie wuy had exceeded liis 
expenses; and gone on acxmmulaliug, until, 
on his arrival at Delhi, it amounted to a v/^ry con- 
siciorahlc sum ; for with his, hou«e, costly furnHiire, 
and forty attendants, his expenditure seems greatly to 
liave (‘xceeded the iiuiiiificcnee of his patrons#; in- 
deed, he very soon found that all the resources he 
could command were too sc:a«ty to supply the current 
of hisVxlravagaiice. 

lleing of tlie* opinion of that ancient writer who 
thought a good companion better than a coacli (jn a 
journey, Ibii Ihitfita ap])ears to have increased his 
travellijig establi'hmciit with a mistress, hy whom he 
seems to liave had several children, for shortly after 
his arrival at the capital, he informs us\hat “ a daugh- 
ter of his,” evidently implying th?rt he ha(>more than 
one, happened to die. At this time our worthy 
theologian was so deejily intoxicated with the fumes 
of that vanity which usually accompanie.^thipsi.xtraoi- 
diuary smiles of fortune, •that, although by no means 
destitute of natural affection, nothing in th^. whole 
transact i('n appears to have made any impression upon 
his mind, except tlie honour conferred upon him by 
the cuudc'scension of the vi/ier and the emperor' The 
latter, then at a coiisiderafilc distance from the capital, 
on being informed of the event, commanded that the 
ceremcJ^iies and rites usually performed at the funeral 
of the (hildrcn of the nobility should now take place; 
and accordingly, on the third day, wdien i\\^ Wody was 
to be removed to i^ narrow house, the vizier, the 
judges, and the nofilcs, entered the Admbcr*of«fourn- 
ing, spread a ci^rpot, and made the necessary* prepara- 
tions, consisting of incense, rose-water, readers of the 
koraii, and panegyrists. Our traveller, \^ho antloi- 
paU«d nothing of all this, confesses ingenuously that 
he' was “ much gratified.” To the motjier of the chile 
the Queen Mo’^hcr showed the greatest kindness, pre- 
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S(MUiii«: liLT wilh inairnilit‘cn1. drosses and ornaments, 
and a thoiurand dinars in nioiK'y. “ 

The Emperor JVloliamnuid, liaviiio^ betai absent from 
Delh^evtr Mnce onr traveller’s arrival, he had hitherto 
found no opportunity of pr(‘senlin<;- himself before the 
Lord of tlic World but upon that threat person- 
age’s returning, Soon after the funeral, the vi/ier un- 
dertooTv to introduce him to the presence. The em- 
])eror received him aracioiisly, taking him familiarly by 
the hand, and, in the true loyal style*, lavishing the 
most magiiiticeiit promises. As an earnest of his fu- 
ture bonnty, he b(*stowed upon each of the many 
travellers who w'ere presented at tht same time, and 
met \vith the same recepiion, a gold-embroid(Ted dress, 
'wliich lie had nimself worn ; a horse fiom his own 
stud, richly comparisoned with housings and saddle of 
sdver; and such refreshments as the imperial kitchen 
afforded. Tliri'c days alterwards l])n Batfita was ap- 
pointeiW^"!(i ^>f the judges of i)ellii, on which occasion 
the vizier observed to liiiii, »‘The Lord of the World 
appoints you to the office of judge in Delhi. Ue also 
gives you a dress of honour with a saddled horse, as 
also twelve thousand dinars fur your present support. 
He has more.over appointtid you a yeaily salary of 
twelve thousand dinars, and a portion of lands in the 
villages, which will produce annually an equal sum.” 
IlcVthen did homage, and withdrew'. 

The fortune of llm Latuta was now changed. From 
the eondTti^ n of a religious advcnturcu*, wandering from 
court to cuiiit, and iVom eouiitry» to country, subsist- 
ing upen Lhe-casu»:il bouu^y of the great, he had now 
been elevated to a post oi‘ great bongur and emolu- 
ineiit in the greatest city then existing in the world. 
But it is Very certain he was not rendered happier by 
this jiromotion. The monarch upon whose nod his 
destiny now depended, was a man of chang-sful and 
ferocious nature, profuse and lavish i^i the extreme 
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towards lliose <vliom he alfcetetl, when provoked, 
tlia)>oIieally oriud mid reveni^eful. In th?. \eiy first 
confeienec which our traveller held with lus, master, 
iillur his apjiointmeilt, he made a /also stc^y), and^avo 
olfenee ; tor when the emperor had inlonned him that 
lie would by no means fuid his office* a sincViire, ho 
replied that he beIonG:ed to the sect of Ihn Malik, 
whereas the ]K‘()ple of Oclhi^vwTt* foilowTTS of ininTfa; 
and tliM, moreover, he w as nrnoranl of tlit‘ir lani]rna«:e. 
This would have ^)ecn a i*ood reason why he should 
not in the first instanee have aecoj)ted the ofh('(j‘ of 
judge; hut, ha\ iiu;‘ accepted of it, he should by no 
means have brought forward liis s(!Ctarian prejudiet*s, 
or his ignoftmee, in the hope of abridging the extent 
of his duties. The emperor, with evidmit displeasure, 
rt?joined, that he had a])pointed t\to learnc^l men to 
]>e Ills deputies, and that those w'ould advhe him how 
to act. He moreover added, that it w'ould bo his 
busiiutss to sign all legal instruments. 

Notwithstanding the piJ^fuse generosity of Moham- 
med Tvlfan, Ibn Jkiruta, who seems to luue mulgrstood 
nothing of doinestie eeonorav, soon found himself 
piodigiously in debt; but his genius, fertile! in ex- 
pedient^, and now sharpened hy necessity, soon hit 
upon an easy wav of satisVying his creditors. Ob- 
serving that, lik(! most of his coimtrynien, Mohammed 
Khali w'As an admirer of Arabian poetry, more par- 
ticularly ol* sueli as ceicbiated his owm praises, our 
theological judge, w hose conscience seemsr tb have 
been huslied to silcrici^by his ( nibarrassments, com- 
posed in Arabic a panegyric, r^ion hi^f })atix)n,* wdio, to 
borrow^ his own expression, “was wonderfully *f)leased 
with it/’ Taking advantage, like a thorough-bred 
courtier, of this fit of good humour, he? disclosed the 
secret* of his debt, which the emperor, who now, no 
doubt, perceived the real drift of the panegyric, or«- 
dered to be dise,hurged from his own .treasury ; but 
added, liowcver, “ 'Jake care, iu future, not to exceed 
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the extent of your income.” Upon this the traveller, 
whether pll'ased with his generosity or his advice,* we 
will not determine, exclaims, May God reward 
him^” t ,, 

No great length of time had elapsed, however, be- 
fore Jbn'Batuta perceived that his grandeur had con- 
ducted him to the edge of a precipice. Having, dur- 
ing a’short absence of ,the empcTor, visited a certain 
holy man who resided in a cell without the city, and 
had once been in great favour with'Mohammed him- 
self, our traveller recei\ed an order to attend at the 
gate of the palace, while a council sat within. In 
most cases this was the signal of decth. But in order to 
mollify the fates, Ibn Bat r.t a betook himseK to fasting, 
subsisting, during the four days in which he thus at- 
tended, f.pon ])ui*e water, and mentally repeating 
thirty-three tlnuisand times that verse of the Koran 
which says, “ God is our support, and the most ex- 
*cellenJi patron.” T(ie aipiatic diiit and the repetitions 
prevailing, he was accpiitte^^ while every other person 
who had visited the Sheikh was put to death. Per- 
ceiving that the risks incurred by a judge of Delhi 
were at least equal to the emolument, Ibn Batuta be- 
gan- to feel his inclination for h.is own free roaming 
mode of life return, resiSjned his perilous office, be- 
stowed all the wealth he ])Ossesse(l iqion the Fakeers, 
&nd, bidrliiig adieu to thvi splendid vanities of the 
w'orld, donned the tunic of these religious mendicants, 
and attached himself during months to the re- 
nowned Sheikh Kaniaieddin » Abdallali El Ghazi, a 
imift ;fvlro had jw'rformed many open miracles. 

Mohammed Khan conceiving that the ex-judge had 
• now performed sufficient penance for his indiscretion, 
f^ent for 'him again, and receiving him more graciously 
than ever, observed, “ Knowing the deliglit you ex- 
•perienee in travelling into various countries, 1 am de- 
sirous of sending you on an embassy into China/* 
Ibii Batata, who appears by this time to have grown 
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tlioroiiglily tired of a Fakcer’s life, very readily con- 
serfted, and forthwith received those dresses ’of honour, 
horses, money, &c., which invariably accumpanied 
smh an appoinnnent. Ainbassi«lors had latelj ar- 
rived from tlie Em])erorof China with nuinerpus costly 
presents for the khan, and requestinj^ permission to 
rebnild an idol-tem])le vrithiu tjie linifts of Iliiidostan. 
Molia^imed Khan, thon‘^h,*a?i a true Mussulman, he 
could not grant such permission unless tribute were 
paid, was now Td^oul to despatch ambassadors to his 
brother of China, ‘‘bearing, in proof of his greatness ^ 
and miniificenee, presents nmeli more valuable than 
those he had ree<?ived/’ These presents, as In'ghly 
illustrative of the luanuers *of those tiyies and coun- 
tries, wc shall enumerate in tlie A\ords of the traveller 
himself; they consisted of the following articles: One 
hundred horses of the best breed, saddled and bridled; 
one luindred MamiQks; one hundred Hindoo singing 
slave-girls; one luindred Bairami dress' value 
of eacl^of which was a hundred dinars ; one hundred 
silken dresses; five hundred saflVon-coloured dresses; 
one hundred pieces of tin; best cotton cloth; one 
tliousaml dresses of the various elotliirig of India; 
wdth numerous instruments of gold and silver, swords^ 
and quivers set with jewels, and ten robes of honour 
wrought with gold, of the sultairs own dresses, wi|h 
vario n s "othc r artic 1 es . 

Ibn Batqta was accompanied on tliis mission by 
one of the chief of the Ulema, and by ihvourite 
officer of the emppnlr, who was intrusted with the 
presents; and a guard of ^ tl^ouSand •cavah'y was 
appointed to ccjiidAet them to the seaport wi^ere they 
were to embark. The Chinese ambassadors and their* 
suiUi returned homeward in their company. The 
embassy left Delhi in the year 134Q, but had not 
proceeded far before they encountered a serious ob- 
stacle to their'ti movements, and found themselves 
engaged in warlike operations. El Jalali, a city 
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lyiiiR- in tlu‘ir roiilc, l)ein< 2 : l)esiop:e.cl by the TTiucloos, 
Ihn I3atnh\ and iiis companions determined, like true 
JMussij limans, to unite with their distressed brethren 
in rdpellm;^ the iiifKlcJ forces, and in tlie commefiee- 
inent their valour was rewarded by success; but a 
groat? iiu'mber of their troop sutienne; “ martyrdom/* 
and among the? rest Jhc officer who had been in- 
trusted with the rare of* the present, it was indged 
Jiecessary to transmit an aeeount of what liacl taken 
place to Delhi, and await the fnrtrier commands of 
the,‘‘ Loid of the World,” In the mean while the 
Hindoos, thougli, according to Ibii Batuta, thoroughly 
subdued, if not exterminated, conVinued their attacks 
upon the IVlosJ.ems; aiid during one of these affrays 
our valiant traveller was accidentally placed in the 
greatest jfopardy. * Having joined his coreligionists 
in pursuing the \anquished Hindoos, he suddenly 
found himself and li\e others separated from the main 
*uody (Tf army, and pursued in llieir turn by tlie 
enemy. At huigth his livd companions, esci^pinjv 
difierevt directions, or falling by the sword of the 
Hindoos, disapjiearcd, and he w^as thus left alone 
in tlie midst of the most imminent danger. Just at 
this inorncut the forefeet^ of his horse striking fast 
between two stones, he dismounted to set the beast 
at liberty, and observed, that having entered the 
mouth of a valley liis pnrsueis had lost siglit’ of him, 
as he had of them. Of the country, however, the 
towns, '*tl».Tt* roads, and th(‘ rivers, he was totally 
ignorant ; so that, thinking his'in)>-se as good a judge 
of what was* besf a:? hirj.'sclf in the present dilemma, 
he pernfitted tiie animal to select *'hi^ own path. The 
horse, imagining, jierhaps, that shade and safety were 
synonymous, proceeded towards a part of the valley 
where the trees were closely interwoven, but hAd no 
shoner reached it than a party of about forty cavalry 
rushed out, and made our ainbassado/ prisoner. 

Ibn Batuta, who immediately alighted from his 
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rhajpM', now bc\2:iin to Ix'Jievc* that all liis j;)iiriu‘viiij;’S 
wero at an end; and that, nntv^ [tiistandin;;* h'is diearns, 
and tiio ])rcdictions of many saints, Ijc was.doojned 
to behold C'hina, or the •second and Thiirl 
biotliCM'.s of the Sheiklj lb)rlraneddin. 'to I'ojToboral e 
his upprolemsions tin* Hindoos plundered him of all 
he po^sessf-d, bound his'arn^l^s, #ni(L takinp, hiiu.,alonii; 
with t^fin, tra\elled foi two ?la\s through a country 
tinivnown to onr tj-aveller, who, imt nnd(‘i>laMtbn:r llie 
lang’uaL'c or manners of his captors, ima^'incd they 
intended to kill, and, })crha|)s, to cat him. From 
these fears la* was soon d(*li\(MX'd, h()\\e\tr. for at 
llie end of two (i?iys, lla^ Hindoos, siijiposing*, no 
doubt, that they had terrified him sufbciently, fj;a\e 
him hi.> lilx^rty, and rode away. The. shad(^\v^ of his 
past apf)rehen?>ions still haunting him, he n<» sooner 
found liimself alone than plun^ine: into the depths 
of an almost impenetrable fort-it he souirlit aniom:^ 
the haunts of wild animals an asylum •frv.TTTThe fury 
of mam. Here ho subsist(‘d se\en days upon the 
fruit and leaves of the mountain trees, oeeafionally 
venturino: out to examine whither the nei^rhbourmji; 
roads mi^^lit lead, but always fiiidiu'^ them conduct, 
him towards ruins or the abode of Hindoos. 

On the seventh day of his concealment he mot with 
a blacky man, who politely saluted liim, and, tlj^ 
salute beint;- returned, demanded his name. Having; 
satisfied the,, strangler upon this point, our traveller 
made the same demand, and the stranp;cr re|Mred that 
he was called El Kalb ICl KarTh ^the ‘‘ Wounded 
Heart”). He then g;ave Jbn* Bi^ituta some puTso to 
eat, and w^ater aVink, and, observing* thaF he was 
too wu^ak to walk, took him upon his shoulders and 
carried him along. In this position our traveller fell 
asleep, and his nap must have been a Jong one, for, 
awaking about the dawn of the next day, he founS 
himself at the gate of the emperor’s palace. What 
became of his extraordinary charger he does not 
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inform ns; but tlic empc'ror, who had already^ re- 
ccivcd by* n (‘ouricr tin* news of his inisfortni'ies, 
bestowed upon him ten thousand dinars, to console 
him •for his losses, tand once more equipped him* for 
his journey. Another officer was sent to take char^c^ 
of the present, retuniinj^ with whom to the city of 
Kul, ]u‘ rejoincTl his Qoinpaifions, and proceeded on 
liis mission. * ^ 

Proce(‘diii^' l)y the way of Dowhitabad, Nazarabad, 
Canbaza, and Pattan, he at lenirth arrived at Kalikiit 
in Malabar, ^\her(‘ the wliole jmrty were tt> embark 
for C’hina. Hen*, not havinj;- proj)eriy tiiiu'd their 
arrival, our sa^e ambassadors liatl to n'lnain three 
months, waitiq/;' for a favourable wind. When the 
season for departure liad arrived, the other ineml>ers 
of the enrt>a''sy enit)arked with the pr(*seut ; hut Ibn 
Batuta, finding' the cabin which had Ix'cu assi;rned 
him much tO(j smaU^to contain his hag-gag’c and the 
•multitirfbe "W slave g;irls, romalnorl on short* for the 
purpose of bargaining for aMarger vc'ssel, and Ju'aring 
divine ♦service on the next day. During the night 
a tern] jest arose, which drove several of the junks 
upon the shore, where a great nnrnb(*r of the crew 
^ and passengers perished. TIk* ship which contained 
the imperial present weathered the storm until the 
injjrning, wdieii our traveller, descending to the beach, 
l)ehcld her tossed about upon the lurions waves, while 
the officers of the emperor prostrated therpselves upon 
the decTkdii despair. Presently she struck ujjon the 
rocks, and evt-ry soul on boaMf jjcrished. A part 
of the* fleet; amefng^ the^iest the vessel (*oiitaining our 
travellel^s property, sailed away,* ami of the fate of 
* the greater num)>er of them nothing w^as (;ver known. 
The wliofe of Ibn Batiita’s wealth now consisted of 
a prostration carpet and ten dinars; but bein^ told 
that in all probability the ship in wdiich he had 
embarked his 'fortune had put into tKawlam, a city 
ten days’ journey distant, he proceeded thither, but 
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H|K)^ liis arrival found tluit liis hopes had l)(;ou buoved 
up i\i vain. 

He was now in t.he most extraordinary dlleiuma 
in wliieli he had f‘ver been pla(*ed. Knowini^'thc 
fi(‘ree and unrefle<‘tiii|^ eharader of the einpetpr, who, 
without weighinj^ liis motives, woiihl condemn 'him 
for havinj^ remained on' sh^rc^, and being tO(i poor 
to jern^in wJu re h(‘ was, h(‘ could not for some time 
detennimt liow to act. At hmgth, however, lie re- 
solved to visit the court of Jemaieddin, King of 
Ilinaur, wlio rceeiv(‘d him kindly, and allowed him 
to b(‘conK‘ r(;*td(‘r to the royal mosque. Shortly afU?r- 
wards, Iniv.yig been encouraged thereto by a lavour- 
able omen, (»btained from a sentence^of the koraii, 
he aeeompanicid .lemaleddin in an^(‘xpedition against 
tlu' island of Sindibur, whiidi was subtliuMl and 
taken possession of. To eousole Ibn Batula for the 
many misfortunes Jie had lately ciiidured, Jeimdeddin 
prt‘seute(l liim with a slave girl, eiothing,"aTitl other 
neeessavies ; and he remainecl with him several 
months. Still, however, he was not reconclkid to 
the loss of his pretty female slave and other property 
whieh laid been embarked in tlie Chinese ship, and 
r(‘(jneste<l the king’s permission to make a voyage 
to Kawlam for the purpose of making inquiries con- 
cerning jt, His rccpiest lu'ing granted, he proceeded 
to Kawlam, wdiere, to his great grief, he learned that 
his former mistress had died, and that his property 
had been seized upon by the Infidels,” Vhile his 
followers had foiind*oflicr masters. 

This affair being thus at ‘an <>iid^ he returiie'd to 
Sindabnr, whertf he found his friend Jcnialeddiii 
besieged by an infidel king. Not being able to enter 
the city, he embarked, without delay, for the Mal- 
dive Islands, all parts of the earth being now much 
alike to him, and after a ten days’ voyage arrived at 
that cxtraordinalry archipelago. Here, after dwelling 
upon the praises of the cocoa-nut, which he describes 
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as an extiTmcly powerful aphrodisiue, ho informs us, 

a onnuiunitto \ u]»')n tin* ai)ove to\1, llmt lie had 
lour wiv.es, bosiilcs a u-asonuhlc Jimnl/oi* ol* mist losses. 
jVew ‘1 tluicsN, the uativcs, he says, are ehaste ^iiid 
reliaioiis, and so \ery peacefully disposed that their 
only we apons are prayers. In one of tlu'se islands 
he was raised to the u/Ht^o of jud^e, when, accord insi; 
to ills own tesiimoiix, he (‘iideavoiir(‘d to prevail Ujjoii 
liis \^i^t's, (Miiitrary to llie cnstom of tin* country, 
to eat in his coinjiany, and (‘onceal tlu Ir bosom with 
tlu^r carmeiits, but could ucvci succetal. 

The ie.i<‘ud which ascribes the conversion of these 
I'iJandeis to Mohdininedanisin, tlie reli^'iun now pre- 
vailin'^- there, ^to a man wlio iielivered the country 
from a sea-monster, which was accuslonu'd to devour 
monthly one of their most beautiful viii^'ins, strongly 
resembles tlic story of l^erscus and .\ ndroineda. la 
order to keep up the fervency of tlieir ]iiety the 
moustcC-roil appears on a certain day in the, odin^, 
Ibri Baiuta, who hail litU(‘N)f the sceptic in his (“om- 
positic^i, saw the apparition himself, in the form 
of a sliip filled with candles mid torches; and it may, 
perhaps, he tin; same supernatural structure which 
still Jiovc‘r.s about those seas, saiiincc in tlu*, teetli of 
the wind, and denominated by Kuropean mariners 
the Flyin^jj Dutchman. In these islands Ibn 
Batuta remained some time, sadinjj; iVom isle to isle 
through triitteiing and tranquil seas, dx inj]^ every 
wdu‘re 'njhscd to posts of honour and distinction, 
and tastin;.^ (d’ all the deli|j^hts i:iid ph'asurcs which 
power, cousideriltio^n, avid a delicious climate could 
bestow.* 

Neither riches nor honours, howcvei, could fix 
Ibn Batuta in one jilace. He was as restless as a 
wave of the sea. No sooner, therefore, had he seen 
the principal curiosities of the Maldiye Islands, than 
he burned to be ajjjain in motion, visitinj^ new scenes, 
and contemplating other men and other manners. 
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Embarking on board a Moliaminedan vessel, he set 
sail for tlie island of Ceylon, principally for the pur- 
pose of visiting the mark of Adam’s footkcf.'* on 
the mountain of Serendih, the lofty summit of which 
ap}>ean'(h he observes, like a pillar of smote a\ the 
distance of nine days’ S 4 iL Drawing* near the land, 
lie was at first forbidden bjr «£lie Hindoo authbrities 
to coin* on shore ; but, upon his informing them that 
he was a relaticii of the King of Maabar, as he 
in some sense was, having while at Delhi married the 
sister of that prince's (pitmen, they permitted him to 
disembark. The lyng of the country, who happened 
at that tiiiie to be in amky with the sovereign of 
Maabar, received him hospitably, andT[)ade him ask 
boldly for whatever he might want. “ iMy only 
desire,” replied th(^ traveller, in coming to this 
island is to visit the blessed foot of our forefather 
Adam.” This being the case, th<5 king infrvrmed him 
that his desires might easily be gratitied, and forth- 
with gi^intcd him an escort of four J ogees, four 
Brahmins, ten courtiers, and fifteen men for carry- 
ing provisions, with a palanquin and bearers for his 
own use. 

With this superb retinue the traveller departed from 
Battuln, th(i capital of his royal host, and journeying 
for seA’e^Lil days through a country abounding witlf 
wild elejihants, arrived at the city ot Kankar, situated 
on the Bay ‘of Rubies, where the empcroi; the 
Avhole island at that time resided. Here Ibu Batuta 
saw the only whiti* Idcplvant jvhich beheld in* all 
his travels ; and thj: beast bcing^ set apart for the 
use of the prince, had his head adorned with enor- 
mous rubies, one of w’hich was larger than •a hen’s 
^'gg. . Other rubies of still greater magnitude were 
sometimes found in the mines, and Ibn Batuta saw 
a saucer as large. as the palm of the hjind cut from 
one single stond. Rubies were in fact so plentiful 
here that the women wore strings of them upot 
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thill' arms and leers, instead of hra<*clets and an’^le- 
rin<^s. 

Ip the conr^e of this journev onr traveller passed 
throu^li a dij>lrii!t inliahited eliitdJy by black monkeys, 
wilii lon^’ tails, and beards like men. lie was as- 
sured by “ veiy pious and credible persons” that 
these monkeys had a ’kind of leader, or king', who, 
being, A\e sujjpose, ambitions of afipeaiing to be 
an Islamite, woie upon his head a .pecies of t urban 
composed of the leaves of trees, and reclined on a 
staff as upon a scepirc. H(‘. had, moreover, his 
council and his harcni, like any other prince; and 
one of the Jogees assented that lie had himself seen 
the olheers of his court doing justice upon a criminal, 
by bcatm ;■ him w’th rods, and plucking off all his 
hair, ills revenue, which was paid in kind, con- 
sisted of a certain number of nuts, lemons, and 
• mountgm^^ruit ; but upon what principle it was col- 
lected we arc hot informed. Another of the wonders 
of Ceylon were tlic terrible tree-le(;ches, wIucIe; spring- 
ing from the branches, or from the tall rank grass, 
upon the passing traveller, fastened upon him, drained 
out -his blood, and sometimes occasioned immediate 
death. To prevent this fatal result the inhabitants 
always carry a lemon about witli them, which they 
a»qucey.e upon the leech, and thus force him to cpiit 
his hold. 

Arr'ving at length at the Seven Csr/es, and the 
Ridge ot Alexander, they begaji to ascend the moun- 
taiw of Serendib, which, accurdihg to the Orientals, 
is one. of the hightest in the world. Its summit rises 
above the region of the clouds; for our traveller ob- 
serves, that when he had asccudtjd it, he beheld those 
splendid vapours rolling along in masses far beneath 
Jhis feet. Among the extraordinary trees and plants 
which grew upon this mountain, is that red rose, 
about tlie size of the palm of the^harid, upon the 
leaves of which the Mohammedans imagine they can 
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Yvftd the* Tuiuu^ of. (iod and of the; Pn>])h(‘t. Two 
roads load t<» tho top of tliis iiioimtaiiu oi‘\\lii(‘h the 
one is said to !);• that ot‘ Ihlha, ;or Adam ; the sillier, 
that of i\Jaina, (»r I'ac. The latter is wiiidin**’, slop- 
iini', and easy of as<‘eu(, and is therefore t-hoM'ii by 
tlu* piliiiinis impatient, on their lirift anival to visit 
the lilessed Foot ; hut who^vi•r departs without* havinp; 
also Jiiimbed the roujrli and dillic‘iilt road of Bfibn, 
is thoujj^ht not •to have performed the pilgTimaii;e at 
all. The maik of the foot, whieh is eleven spaps in 
leiii^th, i.s in a rock upon the very apex of the mountain. 
In the same roek,^ suiroundin^' the impression ol‘ the 
foot, there# are small vxOcLvatious, into whieh the 

Fajran pilpims, who imatrine it to 1 c)e the print of 
Jhiddlia’s foot instead of that ttt' Adam,® ]nil g’old, 
rubies, and other }(‘\\ (‘Is ; and heiiee the Pakein's who 
coiiu* liith(‘r on inlgriniaav stre nuously endeavour to 
outstrip each otlu'r in their ra*(‘e up, ‘MOimtaiil*, 
that they may s(‘i/e upon those treasures. 

In rt*lurniii^ I’roni the j>ilp'iiiiui;'e our traveler saw 
that sacr<'d ey press-tree, the. leaves of which never 
fall, (jr if tiiey do, dro]) off so seldom that it is 
thoujjfht that the person who hnds one and efits it^ 
will return apiin t<j the blooming season of youth, 
however <jld he may he. When Ibu BatOta passed 
by tiu^ ki'ee, be saw several Jogivs beneath it, watch- 
ing for the dropping of a leaf; hut whether they ever 
tasted of tl^e joys of rejuv eiieseenre, or ',piVkened 
the passage of their#souIs into younger bodies, ho 
does not inform us * 

Ucturning thcj^ct^to l^attala, h(' embarked «n board 
the sanu* sliip vvhi(*li had ronveyed him to Ckwlon, and 
departed for Maahar. During the voyage, short as it 
was, 41 storm arose which endanj,ered the ship, and 
put their lives in jeopardy ; hut they were saved Irj/ 
the bravery of the Hindoo pilots, who put out in their 
small frail boat si and brought them to laud. He was 
ieceived by his relation, the Sujtan Gliictheddin, with 
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great lionoiir and dist'metion ; but- this prince ])eing 
then eng^iged in war, for the VK*issitudes and dangers 
of winch our travel jer had never any particular pre- 
dilection, he departed on a visit to the Rajah of 
Hinatir. "Passing on his way through the city of Fat- 
tan, he saw amoflg groves of .pomegranate- trees and 
vines a" number of fak(*or:>, one of wliom had seven 
foxes, who lireakfasted and dined with him daily, 
while another had a lion and a gaze^de, which lived 
tog<?ther as familiarly as the dogs and *4ngolas in a 
cat-merchant’s cage on the Pont Neuf. 

Before he could leave the Maab-r'r country, he was 
seized with a dangerous f€?vcr at Maturah, * where the 
Sultan (4hietheddin died of the same contagious dis- 
order. Ovi his re(;overy he obtained the new sultan’s 
permission to continue his journey, and embarking at 
Kawlam in Malabar, proceeded towards Hinaur. I bn 
•Batfita seldom /ortnnate at sea. Sometimes he 
was robbed ; at other tiim^s nearly drowned. Tlio 
preseitf voyage was the most unfortunate he eVer un- 
dertook, for the ship being attacked and taken by 
pirates, he, as well as tlie rest of the j)assengcrs and 
CTCW^, was robbed of all he possessed, and landed on 
the coast pennyless and nearly naked. He contrived, 
howev(T, by the aid of the charitable, w(? presume, to 
find his way to Kalicut, wdiere, meeting w itb several 
merchants and lawyers who had known liim in the days 
of his.pr^\speiity at Delhi, he was once mbre ccpiipped 
handsomely and enabled to pursue his romantic ad- 
venfuFCS. He had eit this lime sSme thoughts of re- 
turnim^to the court of the Sultan > Mohammed, but 
fear, or rather, prudence, deterred fiim, and he took 
the more agreeable route of the Maldivc Islands, 
where he had left a little boy with his native mother. 
it seems to have been l>is intention to have taken away 
the child; but as the laws of tlie country forbade the 
emigration of women, he came away as he went, 
abandoning its offspring to the affection of its mother. 
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From lionre tlio bounty of the vizier enabled him 
to? proceed to 13c*iie;al, n country then 'ns now re- 
nowned for its prodigious fertility, and the consequent 
cheapness of [)rovisions. He stjll, we find, retarded 
himself as a servant of tlie emperor, ibr Fakraddiii, 
the king or sul)alKlar of Bengal, being theh in •rebel-* 
lion against Mohammed, Ib^ji BaluTa avoided being 
])res(‘nted to liiin, and proc^*eded towards Tibet, for 
the purj)Ose of visiting a famous saint, who wrought 

great and notdtile” miracles, and lived to the great age 
of one hundred and fifty years. This great man,, who 
was accustomed to fast ten days at a time, and sit up ' 
all night, foresaw superiiaturally the visit of Ibn 
Batuta, Jiid sent forth Ibur* of his^ companions to 
meet him at the distaiu'C of two days’ journey, ob- 
serving, “ A w(‘stern religious lYaveller i* coming to 
you ; go out and meet him.” 

On arriving at the eell he found the sheikh pre- 
pared to recei>e him ; and with this grt'"*.t saint and 
his followers he remained three days. On the day of 
our traveller’s presentation the sin ikh wore^ a fine 
yellow' gavineiit, for which in his heart 11m Batuta 
eoiieeived an nnaeeonntahh* longing; and the saint 
who, it seems, ronld read the thoughts of men, cl's well 
as the secrets of futurity, immediately went to the 
side of the cave, and taking it off, together with his 
fillet afld his sleeves, ]nit the whole upon his guest. 
The fakeers informed Batata, however, that the sage 
had predict*cd that the garment would be away 

by an infidel king, artd given to the Sheikh Borhaned- 
diii of Sagirj, for whom it vias madii ; but Bodtuta re- 
plied, “ Sinei' Vhawe a blessing from the sheikh, and 
since he has clothed me with his own clothes, 1 will* 
never enter with them into the jireseiice of* any king, 
whertier infidel or Moslem.’^ The prediction, how- 
ever, was accomplished, for the Emperor of Chma 
took away the’ garrncMit, and bestowed it upon the 
very BorhaiiedAiii in question. 
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Dt’si-cndint: fn^in lhr^«‘ 1o llio s(‘'.^-sh()re, 

ho cTiihurkod M SiitirLaw ail Tor SimiaTra, aad loiion- 
iiiU* oil the Av;jy ai oorta ii i-lancU, wliioh iiiav, 
hiij)i>>ha\ (‘ hoen iho aad lo'i.'Nor Andamans, ^aw 

a [>eo]d(‘ Avitli moutlis liko do^'-. v. lu> wore no clotlmiii, 
and utTo fotally do-tltiiti* of roheioii. Loa\ ine.’ those 
islainis, they arri\A‘d in lifl .'on da\s at Sumatra, a i;'roori 
and bldoniine: i.'-land, v^ioro the IVankmofiisi'. tin* 
co(‘oa-nMt, tli(‘ Indian aloe*, iln* suoi't j)rane:<‘, an'rl tint 
cam]>lior-nM*d, vvt ro lound in -r ai alnmrlaiH'o. l^ro- 
cc(*dhi‘j: to tlu‘ ca])itaL our traveller wjis liospitahly 
roooJM cl hy theSidlaii Jemaleddni, a juons and mmii- 
hoont jniin'o, A\iH> \valko<l to pfnuav on Tridav, 
ami was poculiarly partiaTto the p’ofeS'^oVs of the 
Malioinmodan law ; while in tin* arts rif ‘j,’overn- 
nK'Til and At*ar he o'ChihiUal ;^Ti‘at taliaits, keepinp^ 
his intidel mauhhoiir-. in awi* ol‘ him, -and inalntaniimj^ 
anionir his own suhjivcls a ^*;eat enthusiasm (or his 
{T^rson. 

After reinainin<r Ikuh* fiftia*!! days, partakiiur ef tlie 
hos]>italjty of the Sultan Jenvaleddm, our traveller 
depaitc'd in a junk for (^diina, where, after a phaisant 
and ])rosperous voyaue, la* arrived in s;du v, and found 
liiniscAf surroundecl h\ new wonders. This, he thoin^-ht, 
was the rieliest and jiiom ferlih* eonntiv he had ever 
visited. :Vl(>hamme*danism, howevc'r, lead nr.ule lilth* or 
no proi^ress amoriji; tin* \eIlo\Mnen, for he oli-ervt'S 
tlial they wtnv all infidels, woishippimj: ipiai:'(‘s, and 
T)urnin^'tii^*'ir dead, like the Ilindoi^s. The (inpin’or, 
at this ])Ciio<l, was a des<a‘udarft pf den^his Klian, 
who to*ha\r«so^ far 1o]» rati*il the Alohammedans, 

that they^iiad a x'parate <|uarter iflioYi’d to tliem in 
Vvory town, wlnue they re^idi'il ajiart from the [)a‘j.’ans. 
Ihn fhitntu seems to have n'l^raKh'd the t^him’sC' with a 
scoret diso;‘ust, foj- lie observes that tliey would i*af the 
fle^li oi hoth flo'js and >vvint*, whieli was sold ])id)liely 
in their markers. Th»m;:h trreatly ;\d(lleled to the 
comforts and jiloasiires of life, the distinct ions of rank 
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were not very iippjireiil amon^ them, the riehost*mrr- 
chijSits drossi?ko\ like, the commonalty, in ii roarse cot- 
ton-dress, and all nidkiniz; use in walkini!^ of a stuff, 
winch was culled “the third ieji/’ In the*c\tjenie 
clna]>ness of silks, our traveller nn';hl have discovintid 
the reason vhy tin* richest ni(*rchants worft coijion ; • 
for, as he hmiself ol)S(*vves, one eott^in dress would 
jnin hase many silk ones, wlfnih, accordingly, wt*rc tho 
usual 11r(“'S (*f the poon r chissi*s. 

The internal Irude and (‘oniineree of the country 
was earned on wath j)a])er money, which, as Marco 
Folo likewise observes, had totally sn|)ersed(*d the use 
of t[it‘- dirhem ami the dinar, 'fliese bank-notes, if 
w'e may so'*a})])ly the teriiK^ven:* ahont the si/e of the 
palm of the hand, and were stamped^with the royal 
stamp. When torn accidentally, <^)r worn by use, 
these papeis ccjidd be earri(‘d to what may be termed 
tlieir mint, and (‘iianiz;ed without loss for new ones, 
the em])eror bcim^ satisfied willf tlie profits aecriiiny 
from their cireidation. No other money wais in use. 
Whatever prold and silver wais possessed by individuals, 
was melted into inc^ots, and placed for show over the 
doors of their houses. 

Tin* perfection to which the Chinese of thoso days 
had carried the elej^ant and useful arts, appeared ex-* 
traordinary to our traveller, wdio dwells with vast com- 
placenfy upon the beauty of their jiaintin^s, and A\e 
peetdiar delicacy of their porcelain. One example of 
their iriirentiity amuhed him exceedingly. ^IV'turning 
after a short iibscnc"# to one of their cities, through 
which he had juSt ])ussed,,he foiyid the and 

houses orname^klcd w ith portraits of himself and his 
companions I This, however, was a mere polic(‘-rcgiK 
lation, intended to familiarize the people with the 
forms and features of strangers, that, should they 
commit any crime, they might be easily recognised. 
Ships, found to contain any article not regularly en- 
tered in the c^ustom-house register, were confiscated : 
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‘‘ a f2pc«‘it'> says our travcllor, “which 

1 wilues^ov! i.o^viiciv else, Sirauirers on their f.rst 
aiii\a] phu’td ihi‘r)'si'!' ( s and tluir [n’opcrty in the 
‘ oi sonic incrrluint !»r niukccpcr, who was? 
iuv t'n(‘ s.*l*‘T\ of Ixith. Tlie Chinese, re- 
:j:afd 4 nij:' their children as property, sell them wliciievcr 
tliey ciuiirct a ^iirclniser, wluch renders shaes, holh 
:nale and female, extrenjcly ehrap arnonc; ihimi ; and 
as chattily appears to • little or no iid-rit in 

their eves, travellers aie in the habit of parchasintr on 
their arrival in any city a slavi -ii^irl, who icsidcs wdth 
them wliile tliev remain, .md at their departure is 
either sold ap.'aiu, like an < '“irv piece of furniture, 
or taken away alone ‘witk tliom to he disposed of 
elsewhere. "J'lit* severity o* ile 'r pohc*i‘-re;j!;ulations 
pr<'ve thaVtlair iif^ • ; li id e,'<‘n then arrived at 
that [fitch of eorinpiae in vvnudi little or no ri'liunco 
is to he placed on moral iiithiencc, the place of wliich 
h? su])}'lied bv vantion, vigilunet , and exeessive terror, 
Straii|i;’<'rs iiioved .diout in ’ c midst of innumerable 
guards, vvlnmniaht, periiaps. be eonsideri'd as much in 
the liglit of spies as defenders. In ar predominated 
every where : the traveller feared liis host, and the 
host the traveller. Religion, iioiionr. morals, had no 
power; or rather, no existence. Hence the low ])itch 
fxiyond which the civilization of China lias never been 
able to soar, and that retrogiadation towards bar- 
barism which has long commenced in that country, 
and is jeayidlv urging the population tdwards the 
miserable eondition in whieh they*werc plunged before 
the time^s..of .Yaorij and SJian, ^ylK/drcw them out of 
their forejfts and eavelns. . « 

* To proceed, however, with the adventures of our 
traveller. ‘TIk^ first gieat city at which lie arrived he 
denominated El Zaltuii, which was the place where 
the. best coloured ami flowered silks in tlu^ empire were 
manufactured. Tt was situated upon a large arm of 
the sea, and, being one of the finest porfe in tlic world, 



IBN •llATUTA^ 89 

J 

carried on an Tmineusc tnido, and ov .jrili)\v<;(l with 
weaftli and niaij^nlfi'reme Ih* next prouedeti to 
Sin Kilan, anotlicr c\\y on the sca-shore, hevond 
wliieh, )i(‘ was iinoiin<‘d, iieitlier JL linnse n.' i Mo- 
liamniedan ever tia\ellt*(l, the inhabitants of t o 
parts hvl^. x iieree, iiiho^pitabie, and addicted to (Tin- 
nibalism. In a cave withou^ this city was a hennit, 
or more properly an iinjvjstor, who pietendecl to have 
arnved fit (he threat ap.’e of t\\t» hundri'd years willioiit 
eating, drinkiiij; oi sleeping, lim Batuta, who could 
not, of course, a oid visiting so great and pcrfccUa 
being, going to his <-ell, fouinl liini to be a thin, 
beardless, copjxM-c^f bailed. ''hl rnan, possessing all 
the external* marks i f a «anit.* AVhe^ the worthy 
traveller saluted him msload of returning his salu- 
tation, he sinzed his hand ind smelted it ; aftd then, 
turning to the interpreter, he said, “ This man is 
just as inueh attached to this worjd as we arc to the 
•next.’* Ujion further dise(>uisc it «fp[)caml \!iat the 
saint and the traveller luui met b(‘fore, tlie former 
being, in fact, a jogee, whom Ibn Batuta had seen 
many years bycfore leaning against Uie wall of an idol 
temple in the islaml of Sindihur. Saints, as well as 
other men, arc sometimes imprudent. The jogee had 
no sooner made this confession than he repented of it, 
and retreating into his cell, immediately disguised 
himself, st) that the traveller, who, he suspected, 
^'ouid forcibly follow him, could not upon entering 
rc('ognisc his jTcrson in the least. To infuse into his 
visiter’s mind the bel^ol^ that he possessed the power 
of rendering himself invisible, he iyfoi^medMiiinnhat 
he had seen the la?^» oi* the holy men, who, though at 
that moment present, was not to be seen. On re- 
turning to the city, our traveller was assured by the 
judge of the place that it was the same person who 
had appeared to him both within and without the cave, 
and that in fact, the good man was fond- of playing 
such tricks. • 
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R(‘turniMir to l^.l Zaitnu, lie ^mx'ocded lowtirds the 
oupitiil, iiinl IjuIkmI ;i litlk* ji1 the city of Vunjuiiffir, 
wliicli, .from the iiuniher unci i>emily of its ourcjeiis, iu 
soifie measnrtt rfsemlded DtOimseus, Mere, at a 
])<in(jH(‘t 1() wleeli lu‘ was invited, I lie rcnienibraiH'Ci of 
lioitie was t'oveibly ie<*alled to his mind by a v(‘ry af- 
fcetin<]: and nnexjieeted ^meotin'j^. M(‘ wais sitting’ at 
table amoiej:: his jovial Vntertaineis, when a 'j.rt*at iVlo- 
liaimnedaii takc'cn*, w1k» entered and joined t'ue eom- 
pany, attraelcd his attention ; and as he eontinned to 
i;c,ze earnestly at him for some time, the man at 
length observed him, and said, “ Why do yon eon- 
tinue iookiiiij;' at me, unless yon k'liow me To this 
ibn Batnta , Te]jlied bv demanding; the name of his 
native place. J am/' said the man, from Ceuta/’ 
And f/' replied llm Ratnta, “ am from Tanjiers/' 
By that ]>eeidiar structure of the mind, which skives 
assoeiations of idtn's, whether pleasurable or ]iainful, 
so thorm-ip;li an empire over oiir fc'clinj^s, the very 
enunciation of tbos(j two sounds melted and subdued 
the %tempcr of their souls. The fakeer saluted him 
and wept; and the traveller, returiiin<x bis salute, 
wept also. Ibn Ibduta tlien imjuired whether he 
lead ever been in India; and w^as informed that, he 
had remained for some tiim^ in the imperial palace of 
^ Bellii, A sudden recollection now flashed upon our 
traveller's mind : “ yVre you then, K1 Basliiri ( ” said 
he; anrl tlie fakeer replied, “ 1 am he.” Ibn Ba- 
tuta'^ifw' knew who he w^as, and rememlxu'ed that 
while YC‘t a youth without a*ht?ard, lie liad travelled 
witlfl/ls fmcle* Abul Kasim from Africa to Hiiidostan ; 
and fhat he b in iso If had afterward Jirecornniended him, 
as an, able repeater of the koran, to the emperor, 
though the fakeer, preforrinp: liberty and a rainblinp^ 
life, had refused to accept of any office, ile was 
now in possession, however, of both rank and riches, 
and bcstowvd many presents nponj^ his former benc* 
factor. To show the wandering disposition of the 
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ui(‘n,^<)iir irnvclln- roiirarkv tlirit lu* sliortlv a/icr me t 
with liK‘ brother of this laKi-rr a( Sondaii, iii thi' heart 
of Africa. • 

Still |)n)c('0(linp^ on his way. he n(r\t arrived at the 
eity of l‘d Khausa (no doubt the K nsai of.MuK'o 
!\)!o), wliicl) he ]>rononnces the ]onL;est he liad t‘\n‘r 
>(*011 on th(‘ face of the earth; ,ai 7 (l to i!;ive some idea 
of' it> ])jodi^ioiis e\l<*nt, ohser\(‘'< that a traveller 
inii^ht journey on tjiroin^h it for three* days and still 
tiiid lo(h^lnp,s. As the Chinese* erect their hons(;s in 
the midst of ^anlen>. like thi* nativ(*s of Malabar, anti 
em lose; Avithiii the walls what may lu* termed parks 
and m(‘adows, the pd|Milatu)n^(>f ^their cities is rnni*!* 
coinmeiisiiral('. wdth their extent, so that^llieir largest. 
(*apitals may be rejrurded as inferior in jiopulalion to 
si'veral cities of Europe. How'CA'er, the tiairies of 
civil v/ar, whicdi then raj^ed with iuextin^'uishable 
fury throup;h the whole empire, ])ruvent(‘d oiir travel- 
l(‘r from visiting:: Khan Ealik, the CambaHii of Marco 
Polo aruk lh(‘ older ^eoarajdiers, and the Pekin”’ of 
the Cliinese ; and therefore lie returned to El Zahnln, 
where he embarked on board a Mohammedan vessel 
hound for Sunratra. During tliis voyat>;e, in wdiich 
tiu‘y Avere driven by a tempest into unknown seas, 
both our traveller and the crew of the ship in whitdi 
be sailed, mistook a cloud for an island, and lieinj^ 
driven towards it by tin* wind, snflered by anticipa- 
tion all the ijiiseries of shipwreck. Some betook 
themselves to prayer and repentance, other^^ made 
vows. In the mean wiile night came on, the wind died 
awuy ; and in the mornin”’, wdi^n tU*)’ looktVl oiTt for 
dieir island, they Miiitt that it had ascended intb the 
air, while a brip^ht current of light flowed between it 
and the sea. N(‘W fears now seized upon the super- 
i*ititiousVrew. Escaped from shipwreck, they began 
b) imagivK* that the dusky body which they discovered 
id a distance hovejiiig in the sky was iio other than 
monstrous rock-bird, which makes i-^o distin- 
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pushed .u future in the Anihiau Nights’ Entertain- 
ment; and they Inid little donbt that, shouhMtpcr- 
eeive ithein, il would immediately pounce upon and 
devour both them and their shi]). The wind blowing 
in a eo,ntrary dire(*tion, they e^<*a])ed, ho\v('ver, from 
the roc-k ; and in the course of two montlis arrived 
safely in Java, where* oyr ti'axeller was honourably re- 
ceived, and entertainM by th(‘ kinj:^. 

Reinainimj^ lu n? two montlis, and iec(‘ivin^ from the 
sultan presents of lignum, aloes, camphor, cloves,. 
sUndal-wood, and provisions, he at Imigtli departed 
in a junk bound for Kawlam in Malabar, here, after 
a voyage, of forty /lays, he atrived ; and visiting 
Kalikut anch Zafar, again departed for the Persian 
(inlf. Traversing: a ])ortiou of Per>ia and Meso- 
potamia, he entered Syria; an<l the desire of visiting 
his native }dac(‘ now s])rine:ing uji in his hetirt, he 
hastened, after oivee more ])erfor!ning the pilgrimage 
to MeeT*»i and Medina, to mnbark for Barbary, and 
arrived at Eez in ld50, after an absernre of twenty-six 
yeavs. Thongli received in the most distinguished 
manner by his native sovereign, who, in his opinion, 
united all the good and great (jualities of all the great 
princes he had seen, and believing, like a true pa- 
triot, that his own country, of all the regions of the 
earth w^as the most beautiful, the old habit of loco- 
motion was still too strong to be subdued ; and ima- 
gining he should enjoy peculiar pleasure in warring 
for tfit? true faith, he passed over into Spain, where 
the Mohammedans w^ere theiiVi^gaged in vaiujuishing 
or cJ'adieatin^ {he power of the Christians. The 
placed wliieh here principally* (^iinmauded his at- 
tention were, the Hill of Victory (Gibraltar), and 
Granada, wdiose suburbs, sur]:)assing those of Da- 
mascus itself, and intersected by the sjiarklin^^ waters 
of the Xenil, appeared to him the finest in the whole 
world. j 

From Spain Ibn Batfita again passed into Africa, 
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appa^ntly without at. all ( in the war against 

the Christians, and after traversing the cultivated dis- 
tricts, entered the great desert of. Sahara, through 
which he proceeded, without meeting with village or 
liubitation, for five-and-twenty days, when they 
arrived at Tagaza, or Thagari, a place.built entirely 
of rock-salt. Proceeding »onwards through • the 
desert, i« this portion of which there is neither water, 
bird, nor tree, and^wherc the dazzling, burning sand 
is whirled aloft in vast clouds, and driven along with 
prodigious rapidity by the winds, they arrived in ten 
days at the city uf^Abu Latin, the first inhabited 
place in the kingdom of Sontlaii.. Here our traveller 
was so exceedingly disgusted with the* character of 
the negroes, who exhibited iminitigatcd contempt for 
all white people, that he at first resolved to return 
without completing his design ; but the travelling 
passion prevailed, he remained at Abu Latin fifty 
days, studving the manners and custoifis of the in- 
hui)itant!?. Contrary to the general rule, he found 
the women beautiful, and the men not jealous ;* the 
effect, in all probability, of unbounded corruption of 
manners. 

Proceeding thence to Mali, or Melli, and remaining 
there a short time, being honourably received and 
presentedtwith valuable gifts by the king, he next de- 
parted for 'rimbucloo, wliich at tliat time appears to 
have been quite an inferior place, dependayt on 
Mali. Returning theijcc by the way of Si^ilmusa 
to Fez, in the yeai» 1353, he there ^ concluded liis 
wanderings, and iy qll probabMity Employed tjie re- 
mainder of his lift? in the composition of those travels 
of which we merely possess a meagre abridgment, 
the nv)st complete co]>y of which was brought to 
Lnglund by Mr. Burckhardt. The translation of 
this abridgment .by Professor Lee, useful as it is, 
must be reuderec^ greatly more valuable by extending 
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tin* ^Inulivli, aii(i the' Arabic noU'S ; ai<d by 

the addition of an index, wbicli would fin'ilitate the 
s^ulY^)f the work. How loiv^ Ibn Ikituta survived 
]n^ let urn to liis iiati\e country, and whether the 
tra\e!snv(‘rr his own work, art* fads of w'hioh nothiinj;' 
is known. 



9r> 


LEO AFRfGANUS. 

Born, about lisG. — Died, about liiio, 

Tiik orii;’iniil name ol* this clistiiii^uislicd traveller 
was Ai Ilassaii Ben •Mohammed A1 Vazaii, surnamed 
Fezzani, on account of his havinji; studied and passed 
the greater pait of his youth at Fez. lie was, how- 
ever, a native of tlie city of Granada in Spain, 
wlica’c he appears to have been born about the year 
148G, or 1487. When this cityi, the last strong- 
hold of Islamism in the Peninsula, \va» besieged by 
the Christians in 1491, the parents of Imo, who w’ere 
a braneli of the noble family of Zaid, j^assed o\er»into 
Afiica, taking their son, then a child, along with 
them, and established themselves at Fez, the capital 
of the Mohamnu‘dan kingdom of the same name. 
Fez, at this period the principal seat of Mohammedan 
learning in Africa, was no less distinguished among t 
the cities of Islainism for rfie magnihcenct' and splen- 
dour of its m 4 )sques, ])alaces, caravansaries, and gar- 
dens ; yet Leo, who already exhibited a vigoiv^us and 
independent charactej*, preferred the tramjuil and sa- 
lubrious retreat oi‘ llabbed’s \ small 'jdaVe 

originally fouudcd^by’a hermit, upon a mounUun six 
iniles from the capital, and commanding a view both 
of the city and its environs. Here he passed four 
delightTul summers in study and retirement. 

Having at the age of fourteen completed his stu- 
dies, he became secretary or registrar to a caravan- 
serai, at a salaryjof three golden dinars per month,. 
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and this c.\fFice he filled during two years. At thi, ex- 
piration of this period, about the year 1502, he ac- 
companied his uncle on an embtussy from the King of 
Fez to the Sultan of Timbiictoo, and in that renowned 
assemblage of hovels he remained four years. On his 
return from this city, which he afterwards visited at a 
more mature age, he ihacLe a short stay atTefza, the ca- 
pital of a small independent territory in tha empire 
of Morocco. The (‘ity was large and flourishing ; the 
people w'calthy; but divisions arising among them, 
several individuals of distinction were driven into 
exile, who, repairing to the King of Fez, conjured 
him to grant them a '^•ertain number of t^'oops, in re- 
turn for whLIi they engaged to reduce their native 
city, and place it in his hands. The troops were 
granted — the city reduced — the chiefs of the popular 
party thrown into prison. The business now being to 
extort from them the greatest possible sum of money, 
they were informed that, unless they immediately pro- 
duced wherewith to defray the expenses of the expe- 
dition, they should without delay be transported to Fez, 
where the king would not fail to exact from them at 
least double the amount. Being aware into what 
hands they were fallen the chiefs consented, and de- 
sired their wives and relatives to produce the money. 

» The ladies of course obeyed ; but in order to make it 
appear that they liad achfeved tlie matter with the 
utmqst difficulty, and had in fact colljcted all they 
possessed in the world, they included their rings, 
braedets, and other ornaments und jewels, the whole 
amounting to akont * twcnty-ei<gh t thousatid golden 
dinars. This sum exceeding wPiat had been de- 
manded, then^ appeared to be no long(M- any pretence 
for detaining th(‘ men in prison ; but the general, 
imagining that persons who possessed so much must 
infallibly j)Osscss moie, could not prevail upon him- 
self to ]>art with them so easily. (Therefore, calling 
together the prisoners, who were a bout forty-two m 
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«nunJi)cr, he informed them in a tone of p;rcat commi- 
sei'iit ioji that he had just receivc*<i letters from the king 
peremptorily commanding him to put them all to death 
without delay, and that of course he could not dare 
to disobey the orders of his sovereign. At th<jse 
words indescribable terror and consternation seizing 
upon the prisoners, they we^)^* bitterly, and iit the 
poignae^'y of their anguish conjured the chief to have 
ineicy upon them.* The worthy soldier, wdio had ap- 
]>areiitly been educated at court, shed tears also, aijd 
seemed to be overwhelmed with sorrow and perplexity. 
Wlule they were in^ this dilemma, a man who ap- 
pealed to b #4 totally new to*th(> affair entered, and 
upon hearing the whole state of the ca^e, gave it as 
his opinion that the severity of the king miglii he mi- 
tigated by a large sum of money. The prisoners, who 
5i[)pt‘ared to revive at these words, forgetting that, ac- 
cording to tlieir own account, thc*former mulct had 
e xhausted all their means, now oft’ered immense sums 
in exchaftge for their lives, not only to the king, but 
likewise to the general. This being the point aimed 
at, their ofter was of course accepted; and, having 
paid eighty -four thousand pieces of gold to the kin*g, 
and rewarded the astute general with a costly present 
of horses, slaves, and perfumes, the poor men were 
at length, liberated. Ia?o^ who Avas present at this 
transaction, admires the extraordinary ingenuity of 
mankind in extiorting money ; and observes that ifome 
time after this, his Maysty of Fez extracted a still 
larger sum from a single Jew- 

The chronology of pur travmler’t? various expedi- 
tions it is diiHcult if not impossible to determine ; but 
he appears shortly after this characteristic aftair to 
have m;ide an excursion into those vast plains, or 
deserts, of Northern Africa, inhabited by the Be- 
douins, where he amused liimself w^ith contemplating 
the nide charaettw and manners of this primitive 
people. His first Ittcmpt, howevgr, to visit these wild 
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tribes war misiiceessrnl. Si ttinp; out (Voni Fez^ and 
trav(‘rsiii^^’ a inountainous and woody rouiitry, aboiind- 
inif iri«foiintains and rivub'ts, and extremely fertile, 
he aiTi\ed at tlie' foot of Mount Atlas, whose sides 
wtTO eobven'd A^illl^asl forests, while its siiniinits were 
capjx‘d with <inow. The iiuTcdiants who cross this 
tremendous mount aid with fruit from the dat(; coun- 
try, usually arrivt' al)out the end of October,, but arc 
often surprised in their passai^c by syow-storms, which, 
311 the course of a lew hours, not rudy bury l)Otli car- 
riaires and men, but cviji the treses, so that not a 
vestige of them remains visible. When the sun melts 
the snow in the spring., tluui tlie carrii?ges and the 
bodies of tht?dead are found. 

It wa^s soim; tii,ne in th(‘ month of October that Loo 
arrived with a large* <'ompany of merc'hants at the as- 
cent of Atlas, where they were overtjiken about sun- 
set by a storm of blended snow and hail, accompanied 
by the mostT>ier(‘iiig cold. As they were toiling up- 
wards, they encountered a small troop of Arab horso- 
iiiefi, who, inviting our traveller to descend from his 
carriage, and hear tljcm company, promised to con- 
duct him to an agree able and secure asylum. Thotigh 
entertaining eonsidera))le doubts of their intentions, 
he could not venture to refuse; hut while he accepted 
of their I’ivility, he, began to revolve in his> mind the 
means of concealing from’ them tlie w^ealth wdiich he 
boro about his person. The horsemen^: however, were 
all mounted and impatient tp be on the march ; he 
Ivid^therefore, not a moment to lose, but j)reteiiding 
a pressing liccesf'ity for steppirig aside for an instant, 
lie retreated behind a tn*e, and deposited his money 
among a h(*ap of stones at the fool of it. Then care- 
fully observing tlie spot, lie returned to the Ar^bs, who 
immediately liegan their journey. They travelled ra- 
pidly till about midnight without uttering a word, 
battered by the storm and severidy pinched by the 
cold; when, having reached a ^jot proper for the 
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j)\ui|>()so llu\Y had in vic\\, tlu'y stopjanl suddoiily, 
and one ol‘ them comiiii^ <‘lose up to our traveller, 
deinamled of him what wealth ke ]\ad about him. 
H(‘ re])lied that he had none, havnif^ intrusted on(‘ of ^ 
his fellow-travellers with liis in<mey. '^Phis flu* Arabs 
refused to believe, and, pi ord(n* to siAisfy themselves 
upon the point, eominanded^hini, w^ithout eonsi(.Ierin|]; 
the biUevness of tiu* weather, to strip himself to the 
skill. W hen lieJiad done so, and was found to be as 
])ennyless as he was naked, they burst into a loud 
laiii;b, preteiidiiii!^ that what theyiiad done was merely 
to ascertain wliethe^’ lie was a hardy man or not, and 
could endive the, biting of* the cold and the fury of 
the teruyK st. They now once more ])roceeded on tlicir 
way, as swiftly as the darkness of ‘the ni'^h^ and the 
roiu;lnioss of the weather wandd permit, until they per- 
ceived by the l)h*atiii«* of sheep that they were ap- 
[iroaehing' the habitations of men.* This^sound serving* 
them for a guide, they dashed away through thick 
woods tiiul over steep rocks, to the great hazajrd of 
their necks : and at length arrivcfl at an immense ca- 
\erji, wliere they found a number of siiepherds, who, 
iiaving driven in all their Hocks, liad kindled a blaz- 
ing tire, and were eagerly crowding round it on ac- 
count of the cold. 

Observing that their visiters were Arabs, the shep- 
lievds weri^ at tirst gr(*atly terrified; but being by de- 
grees per>ua?led that they intended them mj harm, 
and merely demanded tshelter from the inclemency of 
the weather, they recovered tl^iir self-fiosswsioi^, aftid 
entertained them \^’itlj the most generous hospitality. 
After supper, the whole company sti etched themselves 
lound the lire, and slept soundly until next morning. 
The SHOW still continuing to fall, they remained two 
M^hole days in this wild retreat; but on the third, the 
weather clearing wp, a passage was cut through the 
snow', and inergir|g into day-light they mounted their 
horses, and desciyided towards the plains of Fez, the 

2 < 
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kindly shepherds acting as ihcir .guides ihroughuhc 
difficult passes of the moiiiitams. They now learned 
that the” caravan witli which I.eo was travelling when 
encountered hy the Arabs, had been overwhelmed by 
the*sno\^; so that no hope of j)lnnder being left, our 
traveller’s friemlly preservers seiz(‘d upon a Jew with 
the design of extorting a Varge ransom from him ; and 
borrowing Leo’s horsci in order to convey the I>*ebrew 
prize to their tents, they commended* its master to the 
mercy of fortune and the wands, and departed. Good 
luck, or the charity of some benevolent hind, furnished 
our traveller with a mule, upon , which ho made his 
'ivay in three days to the capital. 

Not being discoiiraged by this adventure, whieh, 
-when safely concluded, appeared rather romantic than 
unfortunate, he again bent his steps towards the de- 
sert, and at length succeeded in his attcm])t to become 
the guest of the chil'dren of Ishmael. Here he found 
himself surrounded by that fi(‘rce and nntameable 
people, who, having to their natural wildness 'and fe- 
rocity added those qualities of peifidiousness and 
treachery which the venom of the .African soil ap- 
pears to engender inevitably, might he regarded as 
the most dangerous of all those barbarians among 
whom civilized man could expose himself. Hunting 
the lion, taming the most Hery coursers, invdiort, all 
violent exercises, and bloodshed, and war, were their 
daily* recreations. Neveilhelcss some ^raccs of the 
milder manners of Arabia renviined. Poetry, adapt- 
ing iteelf to the tastes ^of these fude men, celebrated 
in soLgs burning*' with energy . ai\d enthusiasm the 
prowess and exploits of their warriors, the beauty 
of their women, the savage but sublime features of 
their country, or the antiquity and glory of their 
race. Making their sword the purveyor of their de- 
sires, they enjoyed whatever iron thus fashioned could 
purchase — ample ttnts, costly andr magnificent gar- 
ments, vessels of copper or of bras4, with abundance 
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of ^lilvor and f^old. In siiinincr, movinj^ northward 
Ix'fort* tlie sun, they poured down upon tlie cultivated 
country lyiu<^ along the shores of, the Mediterranean, 
through n tlioiisaiid inomitain defiles, and collecting 
])oth fruit and grain as they were ripened by. its rays, < 
watched the retreat of the great Inmiipiry towards the 
southern tropic, eind pufsueei its fiery track across the 
cles(;rt.^ 

Returning froiji this cx])edition without undergoing 
any particular hardships, he shortly afterwards ])asscd 
into Morocco, where he renuHiicd during several yei'irs, 
visiting its most celebrated cities, mountains, and 
deserts, and earefuTly stud);iug,the manners of its in- 
habitants under all their aspects. Tl;^i first ])laee of 
any note which he examined was Moiint^ Mvigran. 
Here, amidst wild Alpine scenes, and peaks covered 
with et(;rnal snow, he found a ])(*ople whose simple 
manners carried back his imagination to the first ages^ 
of the world. In winter they had no* fixed habita- 
tions, but dwelt ill large baskets, the sides of which 
were formed of the bark of trees, and the ivof of 
wiokcv-wo’k. These they removed from place to 
place on the backs of mules, stop})iug and dismount- 
ing their houses wherever they met with pasture for 
their flocks. During the warm mouths, however, they 
erected huts of larger dimensions, rooting them with* 
green boughs, and pro\l*nder for their cattle being 
plentiful, ren^ained stationary. To defend their {locks, 
and herds from the cold, which is there alwa^j^s severe 
during the night, tjiey kindled immense fires close 
to tlieir doors, which emittiiig*too great a flame when, 
fanned by tempeufuolis winds, sometimes caught their 
combustible dwellings, and endangered the lives both 
of themselves and their cattli*. They were likewise 
exposed to the daily hazard of being devoured by 
lions or wolves, aiiiimds which abound in that savage 
region. 

From licncc jirocecded to Mount Dedas, a lofty 
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chiiiii miles in ro\. red with vast foref.ls, 

and fertilized by a pr(idiu;i()u> immber of fountains 
and rividets. On the summit 'd* this ridp;e were then 
found the ruins of u very aiu ient eitv, on the white 
walls amt solitary inonuimmts of wliieh there existed 
numerous insery)tions, but eouehed in a lan”:ua‘j^e and 
charaeters totally unknown to the inhabitants, some 
of wliorn sn|>])()sed it *’to hav(' been built j>y the 
Romans, thoni::li no mention <)f tlu\ |>laet‘ oeeurs in 
any African historian. The wret(*he(l race then in- 
habitinj^^ the mountain dwe lt in < averns, or in huts of 
stones rudely piled upon eacii Otlua*. Their whole 
rich(‘s (‘ousisted m lar^v^ 4A)ves oT asses and docks of 
Croats; barley Varead, with a little salt and milk was 
their only food ; and scarcely the half of their bodies 
were covered by their miserable garments. Yet the 
caverns in which they and their e;i)ats lay down pro- 
niiscnously abounded in nitre, which, in any civili/ed 
’country, would have sufficed to raise them to a state 
of opulence. The manners of these Trojxlodytcs were 
execrable. Livirii; without hope and without Crod in 
the world, they fearlessly ])cri)etrated all manner of 
crimes, treachery, thieviue;, open r()l)l>ery, and mur- 
der. The women w(jre still more ragi^ed and wretchcfd 
than the men, and the traveller found it, upon the 
♦whole, the most disagreeable place in all Africa. 

As Leo did not make any tegular tour of the coun- 
try, but repaired now to one place, now to another, as 
business' or accident impelled him, we find him to-day 
at one end of Morocco, and wh^ii tlu* next date is 
given lie is at tfie «ppoSilte extremity. Nothing, there- 
fore, is left the biographer but fo f*^)llow as nearly as 
possibles the order of time. Towards tlu', conclusioji 
of the year in which Ise crossed Mount Dedas in his 
way to Segelmessa, he proceeded with Sh(‘riif, a 
Moorish chief, in whose service ho liappencd to be, 
towards the W(‘stern ])rovincc.s of Morocco, and tra- 
velling with a T>owerful escort, or rather with an army, 
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]»a(l Jittlc or iiotliinji; to fear from the most sanpjumary 
and ‘])erHd ions of the barhaiiaii tribes. One of the 
most remarkable ])laees \isited diiriii;;’ tliis Ojcmsion 
WHS El Eiisui^ii^lum, tlie “ C’ity of* Murderers.'’ 'fhe 
mere. des(*ri|)tiou of the maimers of its inhabitants 
makes tlie blood run cold. The city, , erected on the 
suiiiniir of a lofty inouiitain% \Vas surrounded by no 
irardens, and shaded liy no fruit-trees. Uarley and 
oil were the only^ produce f)f the soil. The ])Oorer 
portion of the inhabitants went bandbol throui^hout 
the year, the richer wore a rude s])ecies of mocassin, 
fabricated from the hide of the camel or the ox. All 
tlieir th<)ue:hts, all tltcir desirys h:mded towards blood- 
shed and war, and so lieree were their«strii^gles with 
their neiirhhours, so terrible the slaughter, sej uniniti- 
jLcated and unrelenting their animosity, that, aecord- 
m^ to the forcible expression ol' the traveller him- 
self, tliey deserved rather to be called doi^s than men. 
Nor were their dis))osition towards eac*h other more 
gentle. , No man ventured to step over the threshold 
of his own door into tiic street without carrying a dag- 
ger or a spear in his hand ; and as they did not ap- 
pear inclined to ])ear their weapons in vain, were re- 
strained by no principles of religion or justice, and 
were utterly insdfisible to pity, cries of “ murder E’ in 
the street were frequent and startling. 

This atrocious stronghcTid of murderers was situated 
in the district over which Sheriff claimed the, sove- 
reignty, and his visit to the place was undertaken in 
the hope of introducijig something like law and justjee. 
The number of accusations ^)f tUeff, robbery, and 
murder, was incrttlilWe; and dire was the dissension, 
the commotion, the noise, which every where p?evailed. 
As Sheritf had brought with him neither lawyers noi 
magistrates who might undertake to compose theii 
differences, Leo, as a man learned in the koran, w^as 
earnestly conjured to fulfil tliis terrible office. Nc 
sooner had he ^(lonsented tlian two men rushed iii 
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before him, aeciisinjjceiirh other of the most aboinimible 
iTimes, tlie one averrin*!; that th(‘ other lead murdered 
eii^ht qf liis r(‘latioiis; and the. hitter, who by no 
inehns deiiiid tiie feiet, assertiiip: in reply that the for- 
mer had murdered Icn ineinbejs of his family, and 
lliifr, therefore', as the balaiu'e \\as in liis favour, lie 
should, accordin”: to custom of the country, be 
paid a certain sum of iboney for the additional loss lie 
had sustained. Tlie muiderer of ten, on yie other 
liand, avij^iied that it was to him that the price of bhuu} 
should be paiil, i‘or that the ]>ersons whom he had 
slain had sutlered ju'^tly, since thiy had violtnitly 
seized upon a iaiin which belon^'ed to him, and that 
he could in n(i> other way ecain ])ossession of his ri^ht; 
while his own relations had fallen the \ietiins of the.- 
mere utrftcity of the other iniinh'n r. Such weie the 
mutual cK'cnsalioiis in whicli the first day was con- 
sumed. Tlie evenivpj comiiij:^ on, Leo ujid the cliief- 
tain retired to rest; but in the d(‘ad of the ni^ht they 
were suddenly awakened hy tc'rrific shouts apyl y(Hs, 
and •rpriiig’ing hastily from their eouches, and running 
to the window', they saw an immense crowd rushing 
into the inarket-plac(‘, and fighting with so mueli fury 
and bloVjdshed, that to Jiave belield them the most 
iron nature must have been shocked f so that dreading 
Jest some plot or conspiracy might be hutching 
against himself, the chicftaki made his (‘scape as ra- 
pidly as possible, taking the traveller along wdtli him. 

Frdi» this den they proceeded towards the city of 
Teijent, and on the way begah jto imagine that, ac- 
cording to* the Vulgar proverb, they had fallen out of 
the frying-pan into the fire; fof ifight coming upon 
them in, a solitary place, where neither village iior ca- 
ravansery was nigh, Leo and his companion, who hap- 
pened to be separated from the chi(d tain’s army, werci 
compelled to take refuge in a small wooden house 
which had fallen to decay on tlui road-sid(*. It being 
extremely hot weather, they fastciiecji their horses to a 
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post in the loWer room, stoppiiic^ nj) the c^aps in the 
encTosure witli thorns and i)ushes, anti then rtttreated 
to the liousc-top, to enjoy, as far as possible, the fresh- 
ness of the air. The niiijlit was atfeady far atlvanf'ccl, 
wilt'll (wo enormous lions, attracted by the scent of^ 
the horses, approachetl the ruin, and thrtnv Ihemhito 
the j:;reatest eonsteriialion j tor the* least \ioleiieo 
would have shaken down tl'A;ir frail tenemerd, and 
throwif tlu'in out into the lions’ mouths, aiul tlufir 
horses, niaddenefl by fear, anti shuddt'rintj;' at the ter- 
rible voice of tile lions, bci^aii to neigh and snort in 
the most furious manner. To increase their fears, 
they lieard the ferotwous animals striviing to tt*ar away 
the briciry fenett with which they hacL closed up tlie 
doors and ope nings in the wall, and which they every 
moment dre aded might at length 'give wa^. In this 
sitimtion they (lassed the night; but when thii dawn 
appeared, and light began to infuse life into the cool 
landscape, the lions, feeling that their )ioiir was gone* 
by, retreated to their dens in the forests and left the 
travelleis to pursue their journey. , 

Having remained a short time at Teijcnt, he pro- 
ceeded towards the north-west through Tesegdeltum 
to Tagtessa, a city built upon the apex of a conical 
hill, where he saw the earth covered by so prodigious 
a cloud of locusts that they seemed to outnumber tli^ 
blades dT grass. From Jthis city he travelled to Eit- 
devet, whtTc he refreshed liiinself after his various 
toils by conversing with learned Jews and U,|^frias on 
knotty points of law, ^ind by gazing on the women, 
whose plump round forms and rich complex ion sMc- 
lighted him cxceijfdingly* To keep up the inttcest of 
his journey, and diversify the scene a little, he was a 
few days afterwards fired at by the subject of an here- 
tical hhief, who inhabited a mountain fortress, and 
amused himself with laying true believers under con- 
tribution ; but escaj)ed the danger, and succeeded in 
reaching Tcfctiiei, a small city on the sea-shore. Hero 
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siiflferin^r? of a now kind nwaitol him. Not. from^the 
people, for they Avere Inimane aiid friendly towiirds 
straiie;er|; ; but from certain dependents of theirs, 
whcfee assiduous atUmtions made the three days which 
Leo spent amoiii:;’ these ^-ood-natnred ])(‘ople appear 
to iJt* so ‘many aires. In short, notwithstandini>^ that 
lie was Jodj^ed ‘m a mas^vdicent caravansary, he was 
nearly stumc to death bV fleas! The cause of the ex- 
traordinary abundance of these active little animals 
at Tefetne, thouirh it seems never to have occurred to 
our curious traveller, is discoverable in a circumstance 
which he accidentally mentions — the Portuguese 
traded to this city. This likewisT; may ae(*oant for 
another little |v*culiarity which distin^^iiished this part 
from the nei^hbonrin<j^ towms, thou**:!! not p’eatly to 
its advanfage : the* stench, he tells ns, which diffused 
itself on all sides and assaidted the nostrils night and 
day, was so pow^erfi|l that his senses were at length 
•compelled to .succumb, and he retreated before the 
victorious odour. 

Iiidorder somewhat to sweeten his imagination, he 
now struck off from the sca-coast, wdiere the towns arc 
generally infested by unpleasant smells, in order to 
visit thos(i wild tribes that inhabit the western ex- 
tremity of Mount Atlas. Here the scenery, sparkling 
J^hrough a peculiarly transparent atmosphere, was rich, 
I)icturc5C|U(*, and bt'autifiil. ^ Innumerable fountains, 
shaded by lofty spreading trees, amor^g which the 
walnut ivas conspicuous, sprung forth from the bosom 
of the hills, and leaping down ov^r rocks and prcci- 
pic& amidst ld<upant‘'foliage, united in the sunny 
valleys* and formed many cool a.nd* shining streams. 
This fertile region was well-stocked with inliabitants — - 
farms and villas every where peeping from between 
the trees, and refreshing the eye of the traveller! The 
inhabitants, however, though clothed superbly, and 
glittering wdth rings and other ornaments of gold and 
silver, were immersed in the grossest ignorance, and 
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acl(iic'J;rd beyond eredil)ility tr) every- odious and re- 
voltii'iic vice. From 'thence, after a short stay, ho re- 
turned towards the (ioasl, and arrived at IMessa^a city 
surrounded hy t^roves of pahn-tri'^s, and richly ci^l- 
tlvated fields, and situated about a mihi distant from 
the sea, close to which there was a inos(|ne, the beailis 
and rafters of which wore formed of the bones of 
whales. Here, accordinj^: to •the traditions of the 
place, the prophet Jonah Avas oast on shore by the 
w hale, wlien he attempted to escape from the necessity 
of jiroachiruj: rc})entancc* to tluj Niiievites ; and it is 
the opinion of the people, that if any of this species of 
fish attempt to swim*|)ast this temple aloiii^ the shore, 
lie is immediately stricken dead by soii^e miraculous 
influence of the edifice, and cast up by the waves 
upon the beach ; and it is ciirtain that many fiarcasses 
of these enormous animals are annually found upon 
tliat part of the coast of Morocco, ^is also large quan- 
tities of amber. 

Procei^ding along tlie shore, and examining what- 
ever appeared deserving of attention, he once more 
h(*took himself to the mountains, where, among the 
rude and lawless tribes which inhabited them, he found 
a more extraordinary system of manners, and stood a 
hi'tter chance of gratifying his love of enterprise and 
adventure. Traversing the savage defiles of Mount 
Nitifa, wfiosc inhabitants wholly employ themselves in 
the care of goats and bees, he arrived at Mount 
Siiredc, where he became engaged in a very whimsical 
^cene. Cut ofl’ by t]ic1r solitary and remote position 
iVoin frequent intercourse with*the j;es»f of fhe world, 
these thick- headed* mountaineers hadmo conception of 
law or civilization, no idea of which ever entered their 
minds, cxcejit when some stranger, distinguished for 
his good sense and modest manners, made his appear- 
ance among them. Still they were not, like many of 
the neighbouring* tribes, altogether destitute of re- 
ligion ; and when Loo arrived, he was received and 
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entertained by a priest, who sat before him thcjisiial 
food of the inhabitants, a little barley-meal boiled in 
water, viud j^oat’s Hesh, which mi^lit be (*onjectured, 
fnau its toughness,, to have belonp^ed to some venera- 
ble exam[)le of lom^e.vity. These savoury viands, 
wliieh they ate s(piatted on their haunehes like mon- 
keys, appear to have be^'.n so little to the taste of Leo, 
that, in order to avoid the im])iely of de>onring sucli 
j)alriarehal animals, he resolved to depart next morn- 
ing at tluj pee}) of dawn ; but as he was ])reparing to 
mount his beast, about Kfty of the inhabitants crowded 
about him, and enumerating their grievaneos and 
WTOUgs, requested him to judge betvv('en them. lie 
replied that l\e was totally ignorant of tneir customs 
and maimers. This, he was told, signified nothing. 
It was vhe custom of tlui place that wiienevcr any 
stranger paid thean a visit, he was constrained, before 
Ills departure, to try and determine all tlie causes, 
which, like suits in the Court of ('’liancery, might have 
been accumulating for half a century; and to eon- 
viuQe him that they were in earnest, and vrould hear of 
no refusal, they forthwith took away his horse, and re- 
quested him to commence operations. Seeing there 
was no remedy, he submitted with as good a grace as 
possible; and during nine days and nights had his 
ears perpetually stunned by accusations, pleadings, 
excuses, and, what was stilJ worse, w^as obliged daily 
to devour the flesh of animals older than Islamism 
itself. ^ On the evening of the eighth day the natives, 
being greatly satisfied with his ^mode of distributing 
justice, and do;:;irous o£ encouraging him to complete 
his Herculean labours, promised that on the next day 
he shopld receive a magnificent reward ; and as he 
hoped they meant to recompense him with a large sum 
of money, the night which separated him from so great 
a piece of good fortune seemed an age. The dawn, 
therefore, had no sooner appeared, than he was stirring; 
and the people, who were equally in earnest, request- 
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inp: lr*m to place himself in the porch of the mosque, 
made a short speech after their iiuiiiner, which bcinj^ 
finished, the presents were brought up with the utme^t 
respect. To his great horror, instead of the gold 
which his fancy had been feeding upon, hcisaw Ips 
various cliimts approach, one witli a cock, another 
with a quantity of nuts, a thipl with onions ; while 
such as (ncant to be more magnificent, brought him a 
goat, Tliere was^ in fact, no money in the place. 
Not being able to remove his riches, he left the goats 
and onions to his worthy host ; and departed witli a 
guard of fifty soldiers, which his grateful clients be- 
stowed upon him to cfefcnd pt^rson in tlie dangerous 
passes tlirougb which he had to travel. • 

From hence, still proceeding along the lofty moun- 
tainous ridge, whose pinnacles are covered with eternal 
snow, be repaired to Mount Seusava, a district in- 
habited by warlike tribes, who, though engaged in 
perpetual hostiliti(*s with their neighbour^, understood 
the use \>t no offensive arms except the sling, from 
which, however, they threw stones with singular force 
and precision. The food of these gallant emulators of 
the ancient Rhodians consisted of barley-meal and 
honey, to which was occasionally added a little goat's 
flesh. The arts of peace, which the warriors, perhaps, 
were too proud or too laz^j to cultivate with any de- 
gree of assiduity, were here exercised chiefly by Jews, 
who manufactured very good earthenware, reaping- 
hooks, and horse-shoes. ^Their houses were constructed 
of rough stones, pilcil upon each other without ce- 
oient. Nevertheless, ja great numb»?r of learned^men, 
whose advice was •invariably taken and followed by 
the natives, was found here, among whom L^:o met 
with sewerai who had formerly been his fellow-students 
at Fez, and now not only received him with kindness 
and hospitality, but, moreover, accompanied him on 
his departure to a considerable distance from the 
mountain. 
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He now p('aeet*ully pursued liis journey; and' after 
wilnessinji the vaiious phenomena of these mountain 
rei^ioni;, where the date-lree and the avalanche, the 
fir and tlie oranjit -tree, are near neiij:hl)()iirs, asj^ain 
de,se(*nd(‘(l into tin* plaiiur and more eultivated 
portion of Mcnoeeo, and after numerous petty adven- 
tures, not allo^etiier \ni*»vorthy of bein”^ recorded, but 
yet too mimcrous to* find a plaee lic*re, ai;nved at 
Buluehuan, a small city upon the river Oinrniiabih. 
Here travellers were usually received and entertained 
with distinj^uished hospitality, not beinp^ allowed to 
spend any thine; durini^ their stay, while splendid ca- 
ravansaries w(;re erecto^l for their reception, and the 
citizens, whot.e munificence was not inferior to their 
riches, vied with each otlier in their attentions and 
civilities. /At the period of Ltm’s visit, however, the 
city was in a state of the utmost disorder. The King 
of Fez had sent hie brother with orders to take pos- 
session of the whole province of Duccala; but on his 
arrival at this city, news was brought liim that the 
Prihcc of Azemore was even then upon his march to- 
W'ards the place? with a numerous army, willi the inten- 
tion of deinoJishing the fortifications, and carrying 
away the inhal)itants into captivity. Upon receiving 
this information, two thousand horse and eight hun- 
dred archers were immediately thrown into Buluehuan ; 
but at the same time arrivetl a number of Portuguese 
soldiprs, and two thousand Arabs ; the^latte^of whom 
first attacking the Fezzians, ^asily routed them, and 
pyt the greater number of the j.rchers to the sword; 
then turiimg ifpor. the^PortuguesCj they cut off a con- 
siderable 11 urn her of their cavalryj and quickly put 
them also to the rout. Shortly after this, the brother 
of the King of Fez arrived, and upon undertajking to 
protect the inhabitants from all enemies to the latest 
day of his life, received the tribute which he demanded ; 
but being worsted in battle, quickly returned to Fez. 
.The people now perceiving that, notwithstanding the 
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prowisoil })rotocti<m of the Fe/zan kin^, they were 
still exposed to all the ealainities of war, and feeling* 
tluMuselves uiu'cpial to eonterid, unassisted, wi4:h their 
numerous enemies, and more partkadarly <lreadinp; the 
avarice of tlie l^ortuguese, deserted their eity^iiul their • 
hornet, and took refuge upon the ^promontory of 
Tedlar. Leo, who w’as pre^nt during these transac- 
tions, jind witnessed the slaiighter of the archers, 
mounted on a s^ift charger, and keeping at a short 
distance from the scene of carnage upon the plain, 
had been delegated by t lie monarch of Fez to announce 
the speedy arrival of his brother with his forces. 

Some tiiye after “this, thy Kyig of Fez, once more 
resolving u[)on the reduction of the pi^jvince, arrived 
in Duccala with an army, bringing Leo, who had now 
risen to considerable distinction at court, along with 
him. Arriving at the foot of an eminence of consi- 
derable beiglit, denominated by our traveller the^ 
(Tieeu Mountain, and which divides Dirc*cala from the 
pro\ inc<e of Tedhi, the monarch, charmetl by the beau- 
ties of the place, commanded his tents to be piWhed, 
resolving to spend a few days in pleasure at that calm 
and delightful solitude. The moiniUiiii itself is rugged, 
and well clothed with w'oods of oak and pine. Among 
thes(‘, remote from all liuinaii intercourse, are the 
dwellings of numerous hermits, who subsist upon such* 
wild productions of the 5arth as the place supplies ; 
and here antk there scattered among tlie rock.^ were 
gretit numbers of Moliamiiiedan altars, founkiins of 
water, and ruins of« ancient edifices. Near the b,ase 
of the mountain there was aiT cxUnsfve laVe, resem- 
bling that of VoMuia in Italy, swarming with *prodi- 
gious nunibeis of eels, pikes, and other spticies of 
fish, s^oine of which are unknown in Europe. Mo- 
hammed, the Fezzan king, now gave orders for a 
general attack upon the fish of tlie lake. In a mo- 
ment, turbans, vests, and nether garments, the sleeves 
and legs being tied at one end, were transformed into 
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nets, and lowert‘d j.^to the water; and before *jheir 
owners could look round them pikes were strug^linjr 
and, eels winding about in their capacious breeches. 
Meanwhile, ninete'eii thousand horses, and a vast 
number of camels, plunged into the lake to drink, so 
that, says Leo,^by a certain figure of speech not at all 
uncommon among travehers, there was scarcely any 
water left ; and the fish Avere stranded, as it v^ere, in 
their own dwellings. Tiic sport was (M)ntinued for 
eight days ; Avhen, being tired of fishing, Mohammed 
gave orders to exj)lore the recesses of the mountain. 
TJic borders of the lake were covered by extensive 
groves of a species of pine-tree, in which aJi incredible 
number of tifftle-doves had built their nests ; and 
these, liko the fishes of the lake, became the prey of 
the army, l^issiug through these groves, the prince 
and all his troops ascended the mountain, Leo the 
.while keeping close *to his majesty among the doctors 
and courtiers ; and as often as they passed by any 
little chapel, Mohammed, keeping in sight of the 
whole army, addressed his prayers to the Almighty, 
calling Heaven to witness that his only motive in 
coming to Duccala was to deliver it from the tyranny 
of the Christians and Arabs, Returning in the even- 
ing to their tents, they next day j)roceeded with hounds 
'and falcons, of which the king poi’sessed graat num- 
bers, to hunt the wild diick,1;he wild goose, the turtle- 
dove, /and various other species of birdsc Their next 
expedirion was against higher game, such as the hare, 
the stag, the fallow deer, the porca})ine, and the wolf, 
and in this kind of chase eagles and falcons were em- 
ployed as well as dogs ; and as no iierson had beaten 
up tlio^c fields for more than a hundred years, the 
quantity of game was prodigious. After amusing 
himself for several days in this manner, the prince, 
attended by his court and army, returned to Fez, 
while Leo, with a small body of troops, was despatched 
upon an embassy to the Emperor of Morocco. 
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Oniirctnrniii^r from Moroo^^o. aflor lu'in^ Ijospitably 
«‘nU'rtaiiiod at ii\ M(‘clina, 3\v^<)(laslum, B/o, luul 
other citie?, he visilerl the dwellln*^ of a inoMulain 
prin((‘, with whom tu* sp(*iit sev<‘m^ duys in eonver- 
Milions on poetry and litia alure. Tlioiij^li • imm*^- 
(ItMately ^j:reedy of praise, his e:entlencfvs, ]>olitenes5, 
and liherality, rcMiderod liim tftvdry way worthy of it; 
and if he did not understand Arahie, he at li^ast de- 
hu'hted to have itji beaut i(‘s explained to him, and 
lii^hly honoured and valued those who were learned 
in this eopious and ener^etie lan^naj^o. Our traveller 
had \isitcd this ”enerons chieftain several years be- 
iore. Coming!; widl fiirnisheij xvjtli presents, amoni^ 
which was a volume of poetry eontviinin^ the praises 
of celebrated men , and of the prince himself^ amonj 2 ^ 
the rest, lie was niai^niticently received; the more 
particularly as he himself had (*omposed upon the way 
a small poem on the same aj^reeable subjee^t, which 
he H'cited to thii prince after sujiper. 

The date of our traveller’s various excursions 
through the kingdom of Fez is unknown, but he ap- 
parently, like many other travellers, visited foreign 
eouiitiies before he had examined his own, and 1 have 
tliiTeforc placed his adventures in Morocco before 
those which occurred to liini at home. In an excur- 
sion to the sea-coast he passed through Anfa, an ex- 
tensive city founded by tin? Romans, on the margin 
of the ocean, gnd in a position so salubrious and 
agreeable that, taking into account the generous*bha- 
nieter and polished i^anners of the inhabit^ants, it 
niight justly be considered the. biost^defightful pjace 
in all Africa. Fr^tn hence he proceeried through 
Miiiisora and Nuchailu to Rabat, once a vasf and 
•splendid ^city, abounding with palaces, caravansaries, 
Ijaths, and gardens, but uow, by wars and civil dis- 
sensions, reduced to, a heap of ruins, rendered doubly 
nielancholy by the figures of a few wretched inhabit- 
ants who still clung to the spot, and flitted about like 
VOL. 1. I 
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spectres amon'j:; the dilapidated edifices. The ?\ceno, 
compared wltli that whii h the city once ])iescntcdy 
was so gtMierative of sad thouglit, tliat on helu>l(lin^‘ 
it our traveller s:ank into a sombre revery which 
ended i,u tears. Prom this place luj ]jr()cee(h‘d north- 
ward, and ])assinp; fhroiii»'h many (‘Ities, arrived at a 
small town called Inajiah, in w'hose vicinity was the 
ancii‘nt tombol a saint, irpon which, ac(‘ordinji: To tlie, 
traditions of tin* (‘oimtrv, a kma- catalo|j:ue ol mirach^s 
had been performed, nmuerous individuals havin^^' b(‘eii 
pre>er\ed by tliis tond), but in what manner is imt 
sj)e(‘ilie(l, from the jaws of Tams and other ferocious 
bc'Usts. The seei»o is rui^t^ed, the ground steril, tlu: 
climate sev<!«re; yet so hi^h wuis tlie viuieration in 
whieli the sanctity of tlie tomb was ludd, that iiicr(‘- 
dible numbers of pilaTims resorted tliilluu* in eon.^c- 
(pteiiee of vows made in situations of imminent dan- 
ger, aiid caieamning round the holy s]K)t, had tlut 
appearance of an army bivomu'king in the wood. 

ill the year 1.013, having seen wduitcver Jie jude'cd 
must worthy of noticti in Moiocco and Fez, and still 
consich'ring his traveds as only b(‘giin, lie once more 
left home, and jirocccded eastward along tlie shores of 
tlic Mediterranean low^ards Teleinsaii and Algiers. 
1J]K)U entering the former kingdom he abandomd the 
sea-eoast, and striking off towards the right, Ihrongli 
mountainous ridges of ino^leratt* elevation, "eiiter(‘d iht' 
wild and desolate region called the D^esert of Angutl, 
wlieif.*, amid scanty herds of antelopes, wild goats, and 
pstri(dies, the lonely Bedouiif v^anders, his hand being 
against everj m;m, and every man’s hand against hinn 
Through this desolate tract tht* merchant, bound from 
Telemsan to Fez, wands his perilous way, dreading tiic 
sand-storm, the simoom, the lion, and other physical 
ministers of death, les.s tlian the fierce ])assio*ns of it!^ 
gloomy possessors, stung to madness by hunger and 
suffering. Loo, how’ever, traversed this long waste 
without accident or adventure, and his curiosity being 
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suti^igocl, rotiirned to the iohiibitc'd part of the country, 
where, il‘ there was less eull for romantic and chival- 
rous (lurina*, there was at all events more pleasure to 
l)C‘ enjoyed, and nu)re knowledi^^i to be aetpiiied. 
Passii.e’ lhrou<j:h Viirious small ])lac(‘S little noticed by 
ntoderii ^eo^j aplu rs, he at length arrived at Himain, 
an ineonsiderable but hantlsoTaie*eity, on the IVlerJitor- 
raiu‘an, snrroundc*d bv a well-lhiill wall, flanked with 
loweis.® Hither tlie V\*iu‘tians, (‘xcluded from Oran 
by the S])Hniar(]s,Vho were thou masters of that jJort, 
hroiiglit all I he rieh merehandise whieh they aiiiinally 
poured into Telemsan, in eonsecpuuiee of whieh ehlt‘fly 
llie iiier<‘hants of llifiiaiii had grown rich; and taste 
and more elegant manners hJllowing, as^ usual, in the 
train of Plutus, the city was embellished, and the 
etanforl of the inhabitants inereustVL Tlu* houses, 
<‘oii.>trueled in an airy and tast(‘fid style, with veran- 
dahs shaded by clustering vines, bpintains, and floors 
exfjuisitely ornanumted witli Mosaic's, were, perhaps, 
llie most agreeable dwediiugs in Northern Africa; but 
the ineoiislant tide of eomineree having found otHicr 
ehannc‘ls, tlic pros])erity of Hunain had already begun 
to dc’cline. 

-Prom lienee he proceeded through the ancient 
Ilaresgol to the capital, an extensive city, which, 
though inferior in size and magniticeiice to Fez, w'as 
iieverthek^s adorned with luunerous baths, fountains, 
caravansaries, and moscpies. The ])riucc’s palace, 
situated in tfie southern quarter of the and 

opening on one sidc^idto the plain, was surrounded 
hy deligliful gardens, in whitdi a ,gl^^dt iihmber of 
fountains kept uy^^a •perpetual eoolitess in th^ air. 
Issuing forth from the city he observed on aU sides 
ninnerous villas, to which the wealthier, citizens re- 
tired during the heats of summer; and in the midst 
of meadows, sprinkled thick with flowers, whole 
groves of fruit-trees, such as the orange, the peach , 
Joid the date, and at their fc*.ct a profusion of melons 

i2 
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and other similar tVuit, the whoh- forniin^ a laiKl^Hca])c 
of surpassing* beauty. The literary men, lh(‘ ulemas, 
the notaries, and the Jews of Telemsaii, inhabited 
ari elcirant suburb,, situated on a hill at a short dis- 
tanee from the c*it\; and these, as well as all other 
ranks of men, lead a tranquil and secure lihg under 
the g’overninent of a jtisti and benitieent prinee. Here 
Loo remained several months as the king’s gu(*st, 
living sum])tuonsly in the palaet', and otherwise cx- 
perienc-ing the liberality of his host. 

On his departure from Telcmsan he entered the 
country of the Beni Rasid, a tribe of Arabs living 
under the ])rotec*tion of the Kir/g of Ttdemsan, and 
paying him tribute, yet 'caring little for his authority, 
and robbing his guests and servants without eom- 
punctioil, UwS Leo on this occasion learned to his cost. 
These rude people were divided into two classes, the 
mountaineers, and^ the dwellers on the plain, the 
latter of whom were sluqiherds living in tents, and 
feeding immense droves of camels and cattle, accord- 
ing- to the primitive custom of the Bedouins; while 
the former, who had erected themselves houses and 
villages, were addicted to agriculture and other use- 
ful arts. 

Still proceeding towards the east, he arrived at 
the large and opulent town of Batha, which had 
been but recently erected fti a plain of gr^at extent 
and fertility; and as, like Jonah’s gourd, it had 
spruTi47 up, as it were, in a night, it soon felt the 
hot rays of war, and jnjrished'ajt rapidly. The whole 
plain had beCii ^jestitjjte of inhabitants until a cer- 
tain Inan, whonl Leo denominaves^^a hermit, but who 
in ancient Greece would have been justly dignified with 
the name of Sage, settled there with his familv- The 
fame of his pic^ty quickly spread. His flocks and 
herds increased rapidly. He paid no tribute to any 
one; but, on the contrary, as the circle of his re- 
^putation enlarged, gradually embracing the whole 
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of tlfe smToim<lini^ distnets, and extonding over tlie 
whoji‘ Moliiiinme(laii world, both in Africa and Asia, 
presents, whicli might be rcgarderl as a tribute p»id 
(o virtue, flowc>d in upon him ftom all sides, and 
iend(*red hiiii the wealthiest man in the rouiit'iy. 
11 is conduct (juickly showed that ho deserved his 
prosperity. Five hundred yoiing men, desirous of 
being iy struct cd by him in the ways of religion and 
morality, flocked ^o his camp, as it were, became Ids 
disc iples, and were entertained and taught by him 
gratis. When tlicy considered themselves sufficiently 
informed, they returned to their homes, carrying with 
them a hig^i idea of Ids wi^sdcin and disinterested- 
ness. Onr traveller found on his arrival about one 
Imiidrcd tents clustered together upon the plain, of 
which some were destined for the reception of 
strangers, others for the shepherds, and others for 
thtj family of the eldeftam, which, Mncluding his own 
wives and iemulc slaves, all of whom were superbly 
dressed, *amounted to at least five hundred persons. 
Tins man was held in the highest estimation, as well 
hy the Arab tribes in the neighbourhood, as by the 
King of Telemsan ; and it was the reports which were 
every where Sjjrcad concerning Ids virtues and his 
piety that induced Leo to pay him a visit. The 
hchaviour, of the chieftai|i towards his guest, who 
remained with Ijirn three days, and in all probability 
ndght have stuyed as many months had he thought 
propc^r, was not such to (hdract from the? idea 
which the voice of feie had every whfre cjrcuhitcd 
of Idm. However, his learning was^c^eeply tincVircd 
^vith the snperstiflons of the times, consisting for 
the most part of an acquaintance with that crabbed 
und ab^jtruse jargon in which the mysteries of magic 
and alchemy were wrapped up from the vulgar, w’ hose 
oldef merit* lying dn its extreme difficulty, deluded 
men into the pursuit of it, as the meteors of a marsh 
lead the night-wanderer over fens and morasses. 
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Leaving the camp oi* the alclioinist, our traveller 
proceeded to Algiers, where the famous Barbarossa 
then exercised sovereign power. This city, originally 
built by the native' Africans, was at first called Mes- 
gana, from the name of its founder ; but afterwards, 
for some reaso**! not now discoverable, it obtained the 
appellation of Gc.sc^V„ or the island,'' which Euro- 
pean nations have corrupted into Algiers. Ils po»pulati()ii 
in the time of Leo was four thousand families, whi<di, 
considering how families are composed in Moham- 
medan countries, would at least amount to sixty 
thousand souls. The puliiic ed^Hccs were large and 
sumptuous, partieulaifly the baths, khans, end inostpies, 
which were built in the most tasteful and striking man- 
ner. T^e northejrri wall of the city was washed by 
the sea, and along the top of it ran a fine tirrace or 
public promenade, whenee the inhabitants might enjoy 
the prospect of the’blue waves, skimmed by milk-white 
wat(‘r-fowl, (i'r studded by inmnn(*rabh‘ sliips and gal- 
leys, perpetually entering or issuing from the port, 'flic 
houses, rising one behind another in I’ows upon the 
side of a lofty hill, all enjoyed the cool breeze blow- 
ing from the Mediterranean, as well as the pleasing 
view of its waters. A small river wliich ran at the 
castcTn extremity of the city turned uuiin'rous mills, 
and furnished the eitv wit li^ abundance of p<\ire limpid 
water; and the vicinity for several miles round was 
cov(rcd with delightful gardens and*^ eorii-fields ot 
prodigious fertility. Here ,oiir travelhu’ rcunained 
some tiuie, a^nd it b(*ing an if.terestiiig p(*riod, the 
struggles betwee^i the Turks jind Spaniaicls having 
now approach(‘d their close, aiut^‘ the star of Bar- 
baross*a rising ra])i(lly, he no doubt (uijoyed the 
triumph of Islainism, and the humiliation of tk‘ power 
by which, while an infant, he had bet ii driven from 
his home. Ills host during his stay was a learned 
and curious person, who had previously been sent 
• on an embassy into Spain, from whence, with pa- 
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triotio zeal, ho had brought three thousand Arabian 

HUimiM'ripts. 

From Algiers Leo proceeded to Bugia, where he 
found Barbarossa, whose active gQiiius would adutit 
of no relaxation or repose, laying siege to the fortress; 
l»efbre he had advanced many leagues towards tiie 
east, however, he heard 'the*in^ws of the dcatji of 
tins redoubted cliief, who, bt;ing cut off at Telemsan, 
was suc?e(Hled iii^the sovereignty of Algiers by Ins 
brother Kairaddin. It was at this time that the emperor 
Charles V. turjied his vn^torious anus against Algiers, 
wIk'I’o meeting with a severe check from Barbarossa, 
part of his chivalry* falling oii^the plain, and part 
beiiig tak(*n* liis ]wide w^as'humbled «ind his glory 
tiirnislu'd by tlm intre])id valour of a troop of ban- 
ditti. Proceeding eastward from Bilgia through many 
towns (d* inferior note, yet in inuiiy in^tanees bearing 
marks of a Roman origin, he arrived in a few days 
at Kosuntina, a city undoubtedly founded by the 
Homans* and at that period surrounded by strong 
walls of black hewn stone, erected by the fonmku’s. 
It was situated upon the soutliern slope of a lofty 
nionntaiii, hemmed round by tremendous rocks, be- 
tvviHui which, through a deep ami narrow' channel, 
the river Sufegmare ■wound round a great portion 
of the city, forming as far as it went a natural ditelu 
Tavo gates oidy, the one ^jpening towards the rising, 
the other to^vards the setting sun, h‘ad into the 
place; on tlui other sides enormous bast ions, *pr in- 
accessible ]>rcei])i(‘cs^)i^olubit all aj)pr()acli to the city, 
which at that period was extreuujy ^mpidous, mul 
adorned with niaitfn iAceut public birtldings, suVb as 
inonasteric's, colleges, and mos(|ues. 1 be inhabitants, 
^vho w^en^ a warlike and polished people, carri(‘d on 
an extensive trade in oil and silk with the Moors 
of the interior, receiving in return slaves and dales, 
the latter of whiefi Beo here found cheaper and more 
plentiful than in any other part of Barbary, 
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The plain of Kosantina was intersected by atriver, 
and of innneiisc fertility. Upon this plain numerous 
structures in an aiuaent style of architecture were 
sctittereel about, ajid excellent gardens were planted 
on both sidts of the stream, to which you descended 
b^ steps cut in the solid rock. Between the city 
and the river' is a Ilonran triuin})hal arch, supt>osed 
by the inhabitants to* have; been an ancient castle, 
which, as ilicy atlirm, afforded a retreat to innumer- 
able demons, previous to the Mussulman conquest 
of the city, w^hen, from respect to the true be- 
lievers, they took their departure. In the midst of 
the stream a very extraordinuty edifice was seen. 
Pillars, w^alls,( and roof were hewn out of the rock ; 
but, notwilhstandim^ tlie singularity of its construc- 
tion, it ^^as ])ut to no better use; than to shellcr the 
washerwomen of the city. A very remarkable warm 
bath, likewise, was Jbund in the vicinity of Kosantina, 
' around which, attracted by some pet*uliarity in the 
soil, innumerali>le tortoises were s€;en, which thi? women 
of the place believed to be demons in disguise, and 
accused of causing all the fevers and other diseases 
by wliich the‘y might be attacked. A little further 
towards the cast, close to a fountain of singular 
coldness, was a marble structure adorned with hiero- 
, glyphics and enriched with statues, which in the 
eyes of tin; natives were close a resemblance to 
life that, to account for the phmiomeiion, they in- 
ventet^ a legtmd, according to which this building 
was formerly a school, both VnJfsters and pupils of 
which were ti'.ni\*d ir.to marble for their wicked- 
ness. 

In his way from Kosantina to Tunis, he passed by 
two cities, or rather names of cities, the one ipimor- 
talized by the ]>rowess aiul enterprise of its children, 
the other by the casual mention of the loftiest of mo- 
dern poets ; 1 mean Carthage and Biserta. The for- 
mer fills all ancient history with its glory; but the 
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miller would probably never have beard of tb(‘ latter 
but tl)at its name is found in Paradise Lost : 

And all who sinc<‘, haptizod oi> infidel , 

Jousted 111 Aspruiiioni or JMcntalban, 

Dauisisoo, or ManKteo, or 'i’rehisond. 

Or wiiom Bisf^ria sejit from A trick stiore, 
kVheii (’harh'ma^ie widi ^ll his poeragts fell 
,liy I'ontarribia. 

Carthage, though fallen to the lowest depths of 
misery, still eontaiiicd a small number of inhal)itaiits, 
who concealed their wretchedness amid the ruins of 
triumplial arches, atpu‘ducts, jyid fortifications. Pro- 
ceeding westward from Turns, as far a« the desert of 
Barca, and visiting all the principal towns whether in 
the mountains or the plains, without meeting with 
any personal adventures which he thought worthy of 
describing, he returned to Fez, 5i.nd prepared for his 
second journey to Timbiictoo, and tho other interior 
states Qf Africa. 

Crossing Mount Atlas, and proceeding directly to- 
wards the south, he entered the province of Segcl- 
niessa, extending from the town of Garselvin to the 
river Ziz, a length of about one hundred and twenty • 
miles. Here commences that scarcity of water which 
is the curse of this part of Africa. Few or no inequa-» 
lilies in*the surface of \hc ground, scanty traces of 
cultivation, lyimari liabitations occurring at wide in- 
tervals, and, in short, nothing to break lhe<«idreary 
uniformity of the jy'C^ie, but a few scattered da,te- 
palms waving their fan-like •leavcip (^er fhe brown 
desert, where, at»fivt^ry step, the fodt w^as in fianger 
of alighting upon a scorpion resting in tlie warm sand. 
The fqw streams which creep in winter over this mi- 
serable waste, shrink away and disappear before the 
scorching rays of the summer sun, which penetrate 
the soil to a great depth, and pump up every particle 
of moisture as far as they reach. Nothing then re.- 



122 CnLKli RATED TRAVELLERS. 

4 

mains to the inhabitants but a brackish kind of wasler, 
whicli they obtain from wells sunk extremely dee]) in 
thc^earth. Near the ca])ital of this province, which 
is surrounded by strong walls, and said to have been, 
'foujidod by the Romans, Leo spent sevcm months; 
and, exce])t thi\t the air w'as somewhat too humid in 
winter, found the plaee'bcAh salubrious and agreeable. 

As he advanced furtluT into the desert, h^‘ daily 
becanu' more and more of Pindar's oj^inion, that of all 
the elements water is the best ; tlie w cdls becoming 
fewer, and their produce more scanty. Many of these 
pits are lined round with the skins and bones of ca- 
mels, in order to ])reYent^ the water fron\ b(fmg ab- 
sorbed by tlic'sand, or choked ^ip when the wdnds 
arise, and, drive the finer particles in burning clouds 
over the desert. When this haj)]>ens, however, no- 
thing but certain deatli awaits tlu; traveller, who is 
continually reminded of the fate which awaits him by 
observing scattered around upon lh(‘saud the bones of 
his predecessors, or their more reeeni bodies wvlhercd 
up ahd blackening in the sun. The well-known re- 
source of killing a camel for the tvnler contained in 
his stomach is fr(’(]iientJy resorted to, and sometimes 
* preserves the lives of the merchants. In crossing tins 
tremendous scene of desolation, l.co discovered two 
•marhle monuments, when or by whom erfcR'd he 
could not learn, u])on wdiicl/was an e])ila])li recording 
the m^inner in which those who slept beneath had met 
their damn : the one was an e\c(‘edingly o))ulcnt 
ingrchant, tlic other a ])(‘rs()n whose business it was 
to furnisli earavaBs wddi water and provisions. On 
their aiTuing at ' this sj)t>t, seoreWft^ by the sun, and 
their entrails tortured by th.e most excruciating thirst, 
there remaiiK'd but a very small (juantity of+ w^ater 
betwcicn tln'in. The rich man, whose thirst now 
mad(‘ him regard liis gold as dirt, ]nin‘has('d a single- 
cup of this celestial nectar for ten thousand ducats; 
but that which might possibly have saved the life ot 
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oneVf them, bciiij^ divided between both, only served 
to prolongs their sufferings for a inomcnt, as they here 
sunk into that sleep from which there is no waking 
iij)on earth. 

Yet, strange as it may appear, this inhospitable* 
desert is overrun by nurperous animals, which, tliere- 
forc, must either be endued 1)y nature vt ’iXli the-power 
of resisting thirst, or with the instinct to discover 
springs of water«where man fails. Our traveller was 
very near participating the fate of the merchant above 
commemorated. Day after day they toiled along the 
sands, without being able to discover one drop of 
water on tiieir way, so iha^, the small cpiantity they 
had brought witli them, which was Barely sutlicient 
for five (lays, was com])elled to serve the^a for ten. 
Twelve*, miles soutli of Segelmessa, they reached a 
small castle, built in the desert by the Arabs, but 
found there nothing but heaps •of sand and blacky 
stones. A f(*w orange or lemon trcei^, blooming in 
the wifste, were* llu* only signs of vegetation which 
met their eyes, until they arrived at Tebclbelt or 
Tebelbert, one liumired miles south of Segelmessa, a 
city thickly inhalutcd, abounding in water and dates. 
Here the in habitants employ tliemsclves greatly in 
hunting the ostrich, the flesh of which is among them 
an imp(irtant article of food. • 

They now j^rot'ceded trough a country ntbnly de- 
solate, wher« a house or a well of w'ater was iv^t met 
with above once in a, hundred miles, reckoning from 
the well of AsanadXo that of Arsaii, about one hun- 
dred and fifty mil<‘S north of TiinUictoo. In tjie first 
X>art of this jouriTey, through what is* called the desert 
of Zuensiga, nunii'ious bodies of men wiio liad died of 
tlurst* on their \vuy, Avere found lying along the sand, 
and not a single well of Avater Avas met with during 
nine days. It were to be wished that Leo had entered 
a little more minutely into the. description of this part 
ol his travels, but he dismisses it with the remark that 
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it would liav(‘ taken up a wdiolc year to give a fu^l ac- 
count of wliat ho saw. However, after a toilsome and 
dangerous journey, the attempt to achieve which has 
cost so nvany FairOjican lives, he reached Timbuctoo 
«lb»4the socoiid time, the name of the reigning chief or 
prince being Abubellr Izchia. 

The city of Tirnbuctqo,* the name of which was first 
given to the kingdom of which it was the capital only 
about Leo’s tin\e, is said to have been founded in the 
610th year of the Hejira, by a certain Meusa Suley- 
man, about twelves miles from a small arm or branch 
of the Niger. Tlie houses originally erected here had 
now dwindled into small, huts built with chalk and 
thatched with s'Craw ; but there yet remained a mosque 
built witli^ stone in an elegant style of architecture, 
and a palace for wdiich the sovereigns of central 
Africa wore indebted to the skill of a native of Gra- 
nada. However, the number of artificers, merchants, 
and cloth and Cotton w'eavers, who Iiad all their shops 
in tlie city, was very considerable. Large quantities 
of ch)tli were likewise conveyed thither by the mer- 
chants of Barbary. The upper class of women wore 
veils, but servants, market-women, and others of that 
. description, exposed their faces. The citizens were 
generally very rich, and merchants were so highly 
-esteemed that the king thought it no derogation to 
his dignity to give his two daughters in marriage to 
two men of this rank. Wells were here namerous, the 
water which was extremely ^weet ; and during the 
inundation the water of the Niger ‘"vas introduced into 
the city ])y a * great number of aqueducts. The 
country was rich in corn, cattle, 'knd butter; hut 
salt, which was brought from the distance of five 
hundred miles, was so scarce that Leo saw oii'c ca- 
mel-load sold, while he w^as there, for eighty pieces of 
gold. Tlie king was exceedingly rich for those times, 
and kept up a splendid court. Whenever he went 
abroad, whether for pleasure or to war, lie always 
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rodo^upon a cahiol, which some of the ])niieipal iio- 
i)les hi’ his court led by the bridle, ilis miard eoii- 
s’lsled entirely of cavalry. When any of his subjects 
had occasion to addres.s him, he aj)proached lh(' n.^al 
presence in the most abject manner, then lalliiie; pro-^ 
slratc on the p:roiind, and sprinking dust *npon nis 
head and shoulders, explaiivid. his business ; and in 
this manner even strangtus, aftd the ambassadors of 
foreign*prinecs were compelled to appear before him. 
His wars were conducted in the most atrocious man- 
ner, poisoned arrows l>eing used, and such as escaped 
those deadly weapons, and were made pi isoners, were 
sold for slaves in the capital : even such of his own 
subjects as failed to pay their fril)utc lining treated in 
the same manner. Horses were extremely rare. The 
merchants and courtiers made ti»c of litt^i poneys 
when travelling, the noble animals brouiiht thither 
from Barbary being chicHy purchased by the king, 
tvho generally paid a great price for, them. Leo* 
seems to have been astonished at linding no Jews at 
Timbuctoo, but his majesty was so tierce an enen\y to 
the Hebrew race, that he not only banished them his 
dominions, but made it a crime punishable with eon- 
hseation of properly to have any commerce with them, 
Timbuctoo at this period contained a great number of 
judges, doctors, priests, and learned men, all of whom 
were libt*rally provided f(^by the prince ; and an im- 
mense number of manuscripts were anniuilly imported 
from Barbary, the trade in books being in fact the 
most lucrative branch of commerce. Their gold 
money, the only k^nd coined in i\n country, was 
without image superscription;^ but those 'small 
shells, still current on the Coromandel and j\Ii^labar 
coasts^ and in the islands of the Indian Ocean, under 
the name of cowries^ were used in small transactions, 
four hundred of them being equivalent to a piece of 
gold. Of those gbld pieces six and two-tbirds weighed 
an ounce. The inhabitants, a it^ild and gentle race, 
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spent a larp;e portion of tlu‘ir time in sinpnjjj, daiifinp:, 
aiul iestivities ; they were enabled to do by 

tlie j^reat number of slaves of both sexes which tliey 
iiufintained. The city was extrenu'ly liable to eon- 
daj^rations, almost (Sii<‘ half oftlu* houses having been 
bJfrnt (lo’A*ii between the first and sec(ui(l visit of our 
travelhu', aspacvof not jnqre than elevenor twidveyears, 
IVeither gardens nor frrJt-trees adorned the environs. 

This account ot‘ the state (>t‘ TnnbLietoo in dhe be- 
f!;innin:; of th(‘ sixteenth century I 'have introduced, 
that the reader ini^lit be able to efunpare it with the 
modern desei iptions of iMajor baini>^ and ('aille, and 
thus (hseovcT tin; amount of lht‘. ]»ro^ress whit'li the 
Mohammedan^ oi' C-ehtrU Africa leave nVadc towards 
eivili/ation, I suspect, howe\er. that whatever may 
now ]>e the prit‘e (/ salt, the ]>o(>k trade* has not in- 
creased ; and that, ^^h(^the^ th(‘ nativt‘S (hinee more or 
less than formerly, they are neither so i;'entle hi their 
* manners nor so weiUthy in their ])ossessions. 

From 'I'imliuetoo Leo proei*(;(l(‘d to tlic town of 
Cdbj-a on tlie Ni^cr, whieli was then supposed to dis- 
charo'e its waters into the Atlantic ; for th(‘ merchants 
goinp; to the coast of (hiinea embark(‘d upon the river 
at this ])laee, wlience they dropped down the stream 
to the sea-shore. Still travelliiie; southward he arrived 
at a larj^e city without walls, which he calls Oajo, 
four hundred miles from Tynbuetoo. Excepting the 
dwellings of the prince and his courtiers, the houses 
were mere huts, though many of the merchants are 
said to have been wealthy, while an immense con- 
course of Mooes and other strang&rs flo(;ked thither to 
purchase the clothkand other merchandise of Barbary 
and Europe. The inhabitants of the villages, and the 
shepherds, by far the greater portion of the population, 
lived in extreme misery, and poverty extinguishing all 
sense of decorum, went so nearly naked that even the 
distinctions of sex were scarcely concealed. In win- 
ter they wrapjied thymselvcs in the skins of animals. 



XEO AFRICAN * 127 

Rn{]i worc^ 11 rude kind of siindal miinufucturcd from 
canit’I’s hide. 

Tins Avas tli{‘ tt'rm of Leo’s iriivels towards the south, 
Ife MOW turned his fnee towards the rising sun,^uul 
proceediin^ three* Inmdred miles ill that (Jireetioii, ami(^ 
the, (lu^ky a'ul harlmrous tribes who eroudi bem'^tli*" 
lli(* weij^ht (if tyranny and j^i^Moraiiee* in that part of 
Africa, arrived in the kinj^dmn of (oiher, Iniviiiiz: ou 
the w*tv crossetl a dcse^rt <»f eousid(‘ral)l(* extent whieli 
t'omrnenees about fjily milijs beyond the Nit;er. The 
wliole country was a plain, inundated in the; rainy 
season by llu* Nip;er, and suiTouiided by lofty mount- 
ains. ALTi'icuIturu and tin* useful arts \v(‘re Ihto 
cn 1 1 i V a 1 cd \V it h ac t i v i 1 y . IHt )cks and (j^at 1 1 e abe > u n dc ',d , 
but their size was i‘xlreinely diminutive'. The sandal 
worn l)y the inhabitants exactly pjsembled itliat of the 
ancient Romans. From hence he proci‘C‘ded to Ap;ad, 
a city :md country tributary to Tiinbiu'too, inhabited by 
the fairest n(‘<:;roes of all Afri(*a. inhal)itant4 

of the towns possessed (excellent houses, constriu'ted 
after llie manner of those of Barbary, but the peasants 
and shc’[)herds of the south were nomadic hord('s, 
iivinc:, likctlie. Carir of the Deccan, in larp;e baskets, or 
jjortable wicker lints. lie next arrived at Kanoo, 
five Iiundred miles east of the Nijrcr, a country in- 
haliited by tribes of farmers and herdsmen, aml^ 
abounding in corn, ric^ and cotton. Ainonj^ the 
cultivated fields many deserts, however, and wood- 
covered mountains were flaterspersed. In these woods 
the oranc^e and the l«iioii were found in p:rea{^j)leTUy. 
The houses of the'4owii of Kanoo, lil^e those of Tim- 
buctoo, were bjiilt •of chalk. Proeeedinjjj e«istward 
through a country infested by gipsies, occasionally 
turning aside to visit more obscure regions, he at 
Icngtli arrived at Bornou, a kingdom of great extent, 
bounded on the north and south by deserts, on the 
west by Gnagera, and on the east by an immense 
country, denominated Gaoga by Leo, but known at 
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presVnt by th(‘ various names of Kuncm, Beghavmi, 
Dar Sal(‘V, Darfur, and Kordofan. 

The scenery and produce of 13ornou were exceed- 
inaV/ various. Mountains, valleys, ])lains, and deserts 
alternatini!; with eacfi other, coinposi'd a ])ros])ect of 
stitkiii;^ af^)ect ; and the poj)ulation consist in of wild 
soldiers, mcndiaVils, arUsa^is, ‘fanners, herdsmen, and 
shepherds, some p;litteriiijj: with arms, or wrapped in 
ample drapery, others nearly as nak(‘d as when they 
left the womb, appeared no less j)icturesque or strange. 
Leo’s slay in this country was short, and the persons 
from whom he acquired his information must have 
been either ignorant or credulous i for, according to 
to them, no vpstige of religion existed Virnohg the 
people (which is not true of any nation on earth), 
while thetwomen and children were possessed by all 
men in coniinon. Proper names w(3re not in use* 
When j)ersons spoke of their neighbours, they clesig- 
Kated them frotia sonic corporeal or mental quality, as 
tallness, fatness, acuteness, bravery, or stupidity. 
The idiief’s revenue consisted of tlie tenth of the 
produce of the soil, and of such captives and spoil as 
he could take in war. Slaves were here so plentiful, 
and horses so scar(!e that twenty men were sometimes 
* given in exchange for one of those animals. The 
prince then reigning, a narrow-minded and avaricious 
man, had contrived by variy^s means to am?iss im- 
mense riches ; his bits, his spurs, his cups, and vases, 
were ard of gold ; but whenever he purchased any 
article firom a foreign merchant® he preferred paying 
with slaves •rathC'r than with mone^*. 

From Bornou he’procceded thr»ug\i Gaoga towards 
Nubia, ^nd approached those regions of the Nile 
where, amidst poverty and barbarism, the civilization 
of the old world has left so many indestructible traces 
of the gigantic ideas M^hich throw their shadows over 
the human imagination in the dawn of time. Coming 
up to the banks of the mysterious river, around the 
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soui^cs of which curiosity has so long flitted in vain, 
lie found the stream so simllow in many places that it 
rouJd ho easily forded, but whether on account of its 
jninicnse spread in those parts, or the paucity of water, 
he does not inform us. Dongola, or Dangala, 
capital, though consisting of mere chalVhuts thatched 
with straw, contained at that' ||criod no less than one 
hundre^l and fifty thousand inhabitants. The people, 
who were rich and enterprising, held knowdedge in 
the highiist esteem. No other city, however, existed 
in the country, the remainder of the population, 
chiefly or wholly occupied iii the culture of the soil, 
living in sc^ittered villages ^or •hamlets. Crain was 
extrtanely plentiful, as was also the sugai^-eane, though 
its ust and vahu; were unknowm ; and immense quan- 
tities oi‘ ivory and sandal-wood were exported. How- 
ever, at this period the most remarkable produce of 
Nubia was a species^ of violent poison, the effect of 
ivhieli was little less rapid than that of 'prussic acid, 
since tl>e tenth part of a grain would prove mortal to 
a man in a few minutes, while a grain w^ould cause 
instantaneous death. The price of an ounce of this 
deterious drug, the nature of wdiich is totally un- 
known, was one hundred pieces of gold; hut it was 
sold to foreigners only, who, wdien they purchased it, 
w^crc conjpelled to make oath tliat no use should be 
made of it in Nubia. Asum equal to the price of 
the article wai paid to the sovereign, and to dispose of 
the smallest quantity without his knowledge^ was 
death if discovered r^but wdiether the motive to this 
severity w^as fiscal or mural is not »tatf;d. Th^ Nu- 
bians w'ore erigagfeCl in perpetual hostilities with their 
ueiglihours, their prirudpal enemy being a Certain 
Kthiojuan nation, whose sovereign, according to I.eo, 
^as that Prester John, so famous in that and the suc- 
ceeding ages; adpspicable and wretched race, speak- 
ing an unknowm jargon, and subsisting upon the milk 
and flesh of camels, and such wild animals as their 

VOL*. I. K 



1 30 C !■ 1 . E il U AT1:D Til a V K I-LE U S . 

(lescTts ])r()dnml. Ja-o, Iiowovit, evidently sav’^' but 
little of Nubia, for llioup^h by no nutans likely to have 
passed sueh thint;s over without notice had they been 
known to him, he Jiever onee allmUs to the ruins of 
iJoro'e, the temples and j)yraniids of IMounl Baikal, 
or those enormous statues, obelisks, and other monu- 
ments which mark tl^^i trai‘k ot ancient civilization 
down the course of the Nih*, anel present to .Mie eye 
of the traveller one of the earliest c radles of our race. 

From this country he proeieded to h'jrypt, and 
paused a moment on his journey to eoiileinplate the 
ruins of Thebes, a city, the fonndin^- of which some of 
his countrymen atlribut(;d to the Greets, others to 
the Romans. ' Some fourteen or iifteen hundred pea- 
sants WT‘j;e found cree ping like pismir(‘sat thci foot of the 
g:igantie monuments of anti(|uity. They ate g:ood 
dates, g:rapes, and rice, however, and the women, who 
were lovely and well-formed, rejoiced the- streets wdth 
their gaiety. At Cairo, wdiere lie secerns to have made 
a considerable stay, he saw many strange things, all 
of which he describes with that conciseness and ndivvtc 
for wliich most of our older travellers are distinguished. 
Walking one day by the door of a public bath, in the 
market-place of Bain Elcasraiin, he observed a lady 
of distiiic^-tion, and remarkable for her beauty, walking 
out into the streets, which she had no scK.mcr done 
than she w^as seized and A^iolat(;d before the whole 
market by one of those naked saints who are so nu- 
mercf.is in Egypt and the other parts of Africa. The 
magistrates of the city, who that their own wives 
migl^t next be ii'.sulted, were desirous of inflicting 
condign punislhiient upon the* wf(tch, but were de- 
terred by fear of the populace, who held such auda- 
cious impostors in veneration. On her w’ay home 
after this scene, the woman was followed by an im- 
mense multitude, who contended with each other for 
the honour of touching lu;r clothcis, as if some pecu- 
liar virtue had been communicated to them by the 
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loiK'ij of lUu ^uinl ; aiic] uvuu lirr luisbaTid, wluii iii- 
fotiiifd ot‘ wIuU luul l»ii])poiicd, ux])russc(l tlie ^luatest 
joy, and thanking Cod as if an extraordinary blessyj^ 
iiiul b(‘(‘n eonfeiied ii])on liis family, made a pc'at eai- 
teitainmeiit and distributed alnns to the |)i»or, 
vvcie tliiis laii^bt to look upon such events as highly 
fortunate. • % • ^ 

rpoii another oeeasion Leo, returning' from a cele- 
bralvd mosipie intone of the suburbs, beheld another 
curious scene no less eharaeterislic of the manners of 
the times. In the area before a palace, erected by a 
iMairu luke sultan , an niimense populace was assembled, 
in the midst oi wbbm a trotip of strolling* jdayers, 
with dancing camels, asses, and dogs, A?erc exhibiting 
liieir tricks, to the great entertainment of Uu; mob, 
and even of our traveller bimself, who lluuight it a 
very pleasant spectacle. Having tirst exhibited his 
own skill, the principal actor turimd round to the ass, 
and miiltering certain words, the animal fell to the 
ground „lurniag up his feet, swelling and closing his 
eyes as if at the last gasp. When he appeared td be 
<‘Oinpletely dead, his nia.>ler, turning* round to the mul- 
titiule, lamented the loss of his beast, and hriped tliey 
would have pity upon his misfortune. Wlien lie hud 
collected what money he could, You supjiose,” says 
be, that my ass is dead. Not at all. The poor fellow, 
well knov/iiig the povertjT^of his master, has merely 
been feigning all this while, that I might acquire 
wherewith to provide provender for him/’ Theu ap- 
proacliiiig the ass, j^e* ordered him to rise, but not 
being obeyed, he seized a stick, ai^d ftehibbured the 
poor creature mo«* ifiiinercifully. 8till no signs of 
life appeared. “ Well,” said the man, once more ad- 
dressing the people, “■ you must know, that the sultan 
has issued an order that to-morrow by break of day 
the whole population of. Cairo are to niarcli out of the 
city to behold a grand triumph, the most be*dutiful 
'voinen being mounted upon asses, for whom tlie best 
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oats and Nile water will be provided.” At , these 
words the ass spranj^ upon his f(‘et with a bound, and 
r^tiihitinor tokens of extreme joy. Ah, ha!” con- 
tinued the mount eliiink ; “ I have succeeded, have I ? 

1 was about to say that 1 had hired this deli- 
cate animal of. mine to the principal magistrate of 
the city for his little ygJy old wife.” The ass, as if 
possessed of human feelings, now hung his ears, a?}d 
began to limp about as if lame of oiv' foot. Then the 
man said, “ You imagine, I suppose, that the young 
women Avill laugh at you.” The ass bent down his 
bead, as if nodding assent. “ Come, cheer up,” ex- 
claimed his master, ‘‘ ai|d tell me wdh(‘,h i)f all the 
pretty women' now present you like best !” The ani- 
mal castjjig his eyes round the circle, and selecting 
one of the prettic'st, walked up to her, and touched 
her with his head ; at which the delighted multitude 
^ with roars of laughter exclaimed, “ Behold the ass's 
wife !” At these words, the man sprang uj)on his 
beast and rode away. 

The ladies of Oairo, when they went abroad, affected 
the most superb dresses, adorning their necks and 
foreheads with <*lusters of brilliant gems, and wearing 
upon their heads lofty hurlets or coifs shaped like a 
tube, and of tlje most costly materials. Their cloaks 
or mantles, ex(piisitely embroidered, they covpred with 
a piece of beautiful Jndi^i muslin, while a thick 
black veil, thrown over all, enabled them to see with- 
out hJng seen. These elegant creatures, however, were 
very bad wives ; for disdaining to pay tl)e slightest at- 
tention to doniestic affairs, their husbands, like the 
citizens of modern Paris, werfe (^iliged to purchase 
their dinners ready dressed from restaurateurs. They 
enjoyed the greatest possible liberty, riding, about 
wherever they pleased u])on asses, which they pre- 
ferred to horses for the easiness of their motions. 
Here and there among the crowd you heard the strange 
cry of those old female practitioners who performed 
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tl](‘ titc wliidi introduced those of their own sex into 
the Miihomriiedau church, iliou^h their words, us the 

traveller observes, were not extremely intelligible. 

From Egypt Leo travelled into ^rabia, Persia, lar- 
taiy, and Turkey, but of his adventures ^ in thtisr*^ 
(oiiutries no account remains. On returning from 
Ca)ustantinople, however, b*y !;ea, he was tak^n by 
Christian corsairs otf the island of Zerbi, on the coast 
of Tripoli, and l)eing carried captive into Italy was 
]>reseuted to Pope I.eo X. at Home, in 1517. The 
pope, who, as is well known, entertained the highest 
respect for every thing which bore the name of learn- 
ing, no soonei disc(^'ere^l that tjie Moorish slave was a 
person of merit and cruditum, than ht* treated him in 
the most honourable manner, settled upon him a band - 
some pension, and having caused him to be fnstructed 
in the principles of the Chrislian religion, had liini 
bajiti/ed, and bestowed upon him, bis own name, Leo. 
Our traveller now r(‘sided principally at Home, occa- 
sionally (putting it, however, for Bologna ; and, having 
at length acquired a competent knowledge of* the 
Italian language, became professor of Arabic. Here 
he wrote his famous “ Description of Africa,” origi- 
nally in Arabic, but he afterwards either rc-wrote or 
translated it into Italian. What became of him, or 
where he resided after the death of his munificent 
patron is not certainly iJjiown. One of the editions 
oi‘ Ramusio t\pserts that he died at Home ; but accord- 
ing to Widmaiistadt, a learned German orientfjjist of 
the sixteenth century, lie retired to Tunis, where, as 
is usual in such cases, be returned tp bis original faith, 
which be never sf£cm!i> inwardly to have abanfloned, 
Widmanstadt adds, that had he not been prevented 
by ch'curnstances which he could not control, he 
Hhould have undertaken a voyage to Africa expressly 
for the purpose of conversing wuth our learned tra^ 
veller, so great was his admiration of his genius and 
accjuirements. 
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With respect to t1u‘ work by wincli lie wijH be 
khowi' to postcTi’ty, and which has riirni^hcMl the prin- 
cipal Tnaterials for the present life, — his Description 

of Africa/' — iis exjriiordiiiary merit has lieen ^cne- 
aclgiowledgcd. Iwries, naitm.mn, and Bruns, 
■whose testimony is of (*oii:sidcrablc weijaht, speak of 
it in hit'll terms; and*Jt!imusio, a competent jud*^e, 
observes, that up to liis time no writer liad described 
Africa with so much truth and exiictvess. In bict, no 
person can fail, in the })urusal of tins deeply interest- 
and curious work, to perceive tin* intimate know- 
ledge of liis suhjcct possessed hy the author, or his 
capacit y to describe^ wbat he had seen witl|. perspicuity 
and ease. ThV best edition of the Latin vin’sion, the 
one I myself have used, and that which is generally 
quoted or referred to, is the one ])rinted by the 
Elze/irs, at Leyden, in lt)32. It has been translated 
into English, French, and German, but with what suc- 
'cess I am ignorant. 
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Boru ISSG. — Died 1652. 

Pietro ovi.i a V.M.i.r, who, accordini; to Southey, 
is “ th(i most rorn 0 Lnti(‘ in his iiclveiiturrs of all true 
travellers/ was descended* froin an ancient and noble 
family, and born at Rome on the 11th of April, 1686. 
When hivS edii(‘ation, which ajipears to iiave been 
carefully eondueted and liberal, was completed, he 
addicted himself, with that passionate ardour which 
characterized all the a(‘ti(ms of Ins life^ to the study of 
literature, and particularly poetry ; but the effer- 
vescence of his animal spirits retpnrin^^ some»othcr 
vent, he shortly afterwards exchanged the ( loset for 
the camp, in the liopc that the (piarrel between the 
pope and the Venetians, and the troubles which en- 
sued upon the death of Henry IV. of France, would 
aflfbrd him some opportunity of disting:uishiijg himself. 
His eifpectations be in/., disappointed, however, he in 
1611 embeyrked aboard the Spanish fleet, then about 
to make a descent on the coast of Barbai'y; but 
nothin^: beyond a 4cw skirmishes takint^ place, he 
a^ain beheld hisAlesire of glory^ fr**strated, and re- 
turned to RoiT\e, • 

Here vexations of another kind awaited hjm. Re-' 
linryiishing the services of Fame for that of an earthly 
mistress, he found himself no less unsuccessful, the 
lady preferring sonje illustrious unknown, whose 
name, like her own, is now overwhelmed with “ the 
husks, and formless ruin of oblivion/' Pietro, how- 
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ever, severely felt tlie slins: of such a rejection; ifiitl 
in the irlooniy niedilations which it ^avc birth' to, 
conceived a plan which, as he foresaw, fulfilled his 
iiif!>»:t ambitious wishes, and attached an imperishable 
reputation to his naibe. The idea was no sooner con- 
thifn he proceeded to pul it in execution, and 
taking leave of ’Ins friends and of Rome, re})aircd to 
Naples?, in order to consult with liis friend, JVIario 
Schipano, a jdiysician of that city, distinguished for 
his oriental learning and abilities, coriferning the best 
means of conducting his hazardous enterprise. ]’\)r- 
tnnateJy he possessed sufiicieiil wealth to spurn the 
counsel of sloth and timidity, which, when any act 
of daring is proposed, .irc always at haiidj disguised 
as jirudeiiee and good-sense, to east a damp upon 
the spririgir of energy, or to travesty and misrepresent 
the purposes of the bold. Pietro, however, was not 
to be intimidated. The wonders and glories of the 
east were for ever pVeseiit to his imagination, and 
having heard mass, and been solemnly clothed by 
the })riest with the habit of a pilgrim, he pro- 
ceeded to Venice in order to embark for Constan- 
tinople. The ship in which he sailed left the port 
on the 6th of June, 1614. No event of peculiar 
interest ' occurred during the voyage, which, lying 
along the romantic shores and beautiful islands of 
v5reece, merely served to wjuilsh and strengthen 
Pietro’s enthusiasm. On drawing near the Darda- 
nelles die sight of the coast of Troy, with its un- 
certain ''ruins and heroic lombs^ over which poetry 
has spread, an gtmosphere brightc\ than any thing 
belonging to mere ‘ physical natvre, ^ awoke all the 
bright dreams of boyhood, and hurrying on shore, 
his heart overflowing with rapture, he kissed the 
earth from which, according to tradition, tfie Roman 
race originally sprung. 

From the Troad to Constantinople the road lie, 
over a tract hallowed by the footsteps of antiquity 
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iBul *Lt every stop Pietro fell his imagination excited 
by solne inoiriorial oi' the j^rcat of other days, Ou 
arriving- at the Ottoman capital, where lie jiurposed 
making a long stay, one of his first cares was ST 
accpiiie a ( ompelent knowledge oV the lan^^uagc of 
the conn try, wliich he did as much for the vanity, 
as he himself ackuovvh dges, ftf exhibithlg liis accom- 
plishmtmls on his return to Itfily, where the know- 
h*(lge of that laiij^uage w^as raie, as for the incalcu- 
lable benefit vvhieli must accrue from it during his 
travels. Tien* he for the first time tasted eoff'eo, 
at that time, totally unknown in Italy. He* was like- 
wise led to entertain hopes of being able to obtain 
from the sultan \s library if completes copy of the 
Decades of Livy; but after flitting before him some 
tim<‘. lik(^ a phantom, the manuscript \auisMed, and 
llu‘ greater portion of thci mighty Paduan remained 
veiled as before. While he was busily engaged in 
these researches, the plague broke out, every house 
in Galana, cxcejiting that of the French ambassador 
in which lie resided, was infected ; corpses and cofJins 
met the sickened ej e wherever it turned ; the chief of his 
attendants pined away through terror; and, although 
at first he affected to laugli and make merry with his 
fears, they every d^y fed so abundantly upon horrors 
and rumours of horrors, that they at length became 
an overmatch for his phllosopliy, and startled him 
with the statement that one hundred and forty thou- 
sand victims had already perished, and that peradven- 
ture Pietro della Valle might be the next. 

This consideratioir caused him to^ tu*n his eye to- 
wards Egypt; and, although the plague shortly after- 
wards abated, his love of motion having been once 
more tuvakened, he bade adieu to Constantinople, and 
sailed for Alexandria. Arriving in Egypt, he ascended 
the Nile to Cairo, viewed the pyramids, examined the 
mummy-pits ; and'then, with a select number of friends 
attendants, departed across the desert to visit 
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Horob and Sinai, the wells of Moses, and other jp. laces 
celebrated in the llible. This journey beiiii^ per- 
formed in the Iieart of winter, he found Mount Sinai 
Covered with snow, which diil not, however, prevent 
liis rainhlino^ about ainoii”: its wild ravins, precipices, 
and cliaNins ; w ben, liis ])ious curiosity beiie^* {^ratified, 
he visited tEI&u or Ai<otb, the modern Akaba, and re- 
turned by Suez to Chiro. Amone: the very extraor- 
dinary thinji^vS be belielil in this country, wxit' a man 
and woman u[)W’ards of eight feet in height, natives 
of Upper Egypt, wdiom he mcasiin'd himself : and 
tortoises as large as the body of a carriage' ! 

II is stay in Egypt was not of long continuance, 
the longing to visit the Holy Land causing him to re- 
gard every other country with a kind of disdain ; and 
accordifigly, joining a small caravan which was ))ro- 
cceding thither across the desert, ho journeyi'd by El 
Arish and Gaza to Jerusalem* After witnessing the 
various mununeries practised in the Holy City at 
Easter by the Roman Catholics, and making an ex- 
cursion to the banks of the Jordati, where he saw a 
number of female pilgrims plunging naked into the 
sacred stream in the view of an immense multitude, 
he bent his steps towards Northern Syria, and hurried 
forw^ard by the way of Damascus to Aleppo, In this 
city he remained some tjme, his body requiring somQ 
repose, though the ardour'^^and activity oriiis mind 
appeared to be every day increasing. The journey 
whiOh he now meditated across the Arabian Desert 
into^’Mesopotamia required considerable preparation. 
The mode of travelling was new! Horses were to be 
exchanged for-camels; the Eurapean dress for that 
of the cast ; and instead of the sun, the stars and 
the moon were to light them over the waste. , 

He was now unconsciously touching upon the most 
important point of his careej-. In the caravan with 
which he departed from Aleppo, September 16, 1616, 
there w^as a young merchant of Bagdad, witli whom? 
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the journey, be formed a close inlimacy. This 
youn^ man was (‘onstaiitly in the habit of enter- 
taining him, as they rode along side by side thioni^ 
the moonlight, or when they sat down in their tent 
during the h(‘at of the day, with the jnaises ol^a 
young lady of Bagdad, who, according to his de- 
scription, to every charm of ptrsftn which could dpliglit 
the eye, united all those qualities of heart and 
jiiind w?iich render the conqiu‘Sts of beauty <lurable. 
It was clear to Pietro from the l^eginniiig, that the 
youthful merchant was in love, aiul therefore he at 
iirst paid but litUe regard to his extravagant, panc- 
iryri(‘S ; but J>y degrees the eonyt‘rsations of his eom- 
pauioii produced a sensible ellect ii])on ^lis own mind, 
so that his curiosity to behold tlie ol)Ject of sio much 
praise, accompanied, perhaps, by* a sligbf feeling 
of another kind, at length grew intense, and he every 
day looked upon the slow marc h pf the camels, and 
the surface of the boundless plain before him, with 
more apd more impatience. The wandering Turco- 
man with his flocks and herds, rude tent, and ruder 
manners, commanded much less attention than he 
would have done at any other period ; and even 
the Bedouins, whose sharp lances and keen sci- 
mitars kept awake the attention of the rest of the 
caravan, ^were almost forgotten by Pietro. However, 
trusting to the information of his interested guide, 
he represents* them as having filled up the greater 
number of the wells in the desert, so that Jhere 
remained but a very^hAv open, and these were knowm 
to those persons only whose professipn it wafe to pilot 
caravans across Ms •ocean of sand: The sagacity 
with which these men performed their duty was won- 
dcrfid.» By night the stars served them for guides; 
Init when these brilliant signals were swallowed up 
in the light of the sun, they then had recourse to 
the slight variations in the surface of the plain, im- 
perceptible to other eyes, to the appearance or ab- 
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sence of certain plants, and even to the smill of 
the soil, by all which signs they always knew exactly 
where they w^ere. 

"' At length, after a toilsome and dangerous march 
of fifteen days, they arrived upon the banks of the 

Tiuphrates, a little after sunrise, and pit(*hed their tents 
in the midst of clumps of cypress and small cedar- 
trees. On tlu‘ follow’ing night, as soon as the moon 
began to silver over tin* waters of the Euphrates, the 
caraxan again ]jut itself in motion; and, descending 
along the course of the stream, in six days arrived at 
Anali, a city of the Arabs, lying on both sides of the 
river, whose broad surface is here dotted with numerous 
small island sx covered with fruit-trees. They now 
crossed the river; and tlK‘ merchants of the caravan, 
avoiding}' the safe' and commodious road which lay 
through towns in which custom-house officers were 
found, struck off into a desolate and dangerous route, 
traversing Mesopotamia nearly in a right line, and ou 
the 19th ol‘ October reaclu‘d the banks of the Tigris, 
a larger and more rapid river than the Euphrates, 
though on this occasion Pietro thought its current less 
impetuous. The night before they entered Bagdad 
the caravan was robbed in a very dexterous manner. 
Their tents were pitched in the plain, the officers of 
the custom-house posted round to prevent smuggling; 
the merchants, congratulafmg themselves iliat they 
had already succeeded in eluding the dpties almost to 
the dxtent of their desires, had fallen into the sound 
sleep which attends on a clear ooqscience ; and Pietro, 
his domestics, < and the other inmates of the caravan, 
had fbllowed their example. Ipi tte-dead of the night 
the camp was entered by stealth, the tents rummaged, 
and considerable booty carried off. The banditti en- 
tering Pietro’s tent, and finding all asleep, opened the 
trunk in which were all the manuscripts, designs, and 
plans he had made during his travels, carefully packed 
up, as if for the convenience of robbers, in a small 
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portable escrutolre ; hut by an instinct which w^as no 
jess fortunate for them than lor tlie travciler and pos- 
terity, since such spoil could have been of no value 
to them, they rejected the escrutoire, and selected 3Ti 
our traveller’s fine linen, the very articles in which Jie 
lioped to have captivated the beauty whose eulogies 
had so highly inflamed his itnagi nation. A Venetian 
who haj)pencd to be in the cibu]) had his arquebus 
stolen Ironi undej his head, an<l this little incident, as 
it tended to show that the lobbers had made still more 
free with others than with him, somewhat consoled 
Pietro for the loss of his linen. As the traveller docs 
not himself jitta(‘h any suspicion to the military gen- 
tlemen of the custom-house* it might, jmirhajis, be un- 
charitable to deposit the burden of this theft upon 
their shoulders ; but, in examining all the circiftnstanccs 
of the transaction, I confess the idea that their in- 
genuity was concerned did present itself to me. 

Next morning the beams of the risin4^ sun, gleam- • 
ing upc^n a thousand slender minarets and lofty swell- 
ing domes, surmounted by gilded crescents, discovered 
to him the ancient city of lh(; Caliphs strctcliing away 
right and left to a vast distance over the plain, wdiile 
the Tigris, like a huge serpent, rolltjd along cutting 
the city into two parts, and losing itself among the 
sombre buildings which seemed to tremble over its 
waters. * The camels werS once more loaded, and the 
caravan streV^biiig itself out into one long narrow 
column, toiled along over the plain, and soon ciTtered 
the dusty winding s|:r<5ets of Bagdad. Here Pietro, 
V'hose coming had ifeeii announced the^evening before 
by his young coKjpjne^cial companioi>, was met by the 
father of the Assyrian beauty, a fine patriarchal- look 
ing old man, who entreated him to be his guest during 
his stay in Mesopotamia. This favour Pietro declined, 
but at the same time he eagerly accepted of the per- 
mission to visit cfl. his house, and was no sooner com- 
pletely established in his own dwelling than he fully 
availed himself of this permission. 
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Tlio ianiily to wliioli ho bocjiuu' thus suddenly 
known was (u’io;inallv of iV'Iiirdin, but about fourtoeii 
voars ])revioiislv had boon driven from tlience by the 
Tv'hrds, who sacked and plundered tl)C city, and re- 
Jiiccd such of tln‘* inhabitants as they could capture 
to slaveiy. They \vi‘re (-liristiaus of the Nestoriaii 
sect;, but Della Vallt, Vho was a bip:ot in his way, 
seems to have rejjjarded them us aliens from the church 
of Christ. HowTA’cr, this circumsbinee did not pre- 
vent tlie imai^e of Sitti Maaiii, the eldest of the old 
man’s daiiu’hters, and the beauty of whom he had 
l)eai(i so irlow'inj:;* a des(‘nption in the desert, from 
fiiidimj^ its way into his heart, tho'fij^h the idea of inar- 
ryinjji; having Recurred to*him at Aleppo, he had writ- 
ten liomo to his relations to provide him wot h a suitable*, 
wife his return to Italy. JVIaani w’as now in 

her eighteenth year. Tier mind had been as hig'hly 
cultivated as the circumstances of the times and the 
country would allow, and her understanding^ enabled 
lier to turn all Inu' aeeomj)lishments to advanta<;*e. In 
person she w^as a perfect oriental beauty. Dark, even 
in tlie eyes of an Italian, with hair nearly black, and 
eyes of the same colour shaded by laslu's of unusual 
Icnirlli, she possess(;d somethiuG^ of an imperial air. 
Pietro was completely smitten, and for llie present 
overv imatre* hnt that of Maani seemed to be obli- 
terated from his mind. 

His knowlcdj^e of the Turkish lan^u8[^e was now 
of the i^reatcst service to him; for, ])ossessinp; but a 
v(*rv few words of Arabic, this V^s the only medium 
bywliiehMie oou^d make known the colour of his 
tli oil t^hts either to his mistress ‘or** her mother. His 
passion*, however, supplied him with clocpience, and 
by dint of vehement protestations, in this instance* the 
oifsprinj^ of genuine affection, he at length succeeded 
in his enterprise, and Maani became his wife. But 
in the midst of these transactions, w^hen it most im- 
ported him to remain at Bagdad, an event occurred 
ill ,his own house which not only exposed him to the 
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risk of bcinpj (invt'-n with dis^riU'O iVoiii the city, hut 
tAlixiuc'ly c‘!uiaii<i;crcd liis life, uiul tiiat ol* all those 
who ut re (‘oniiected with liini. His secretary and 
\iilet liaviji^ for sonuj time (iitcTlained a 
•e^juiist each other, the former one day sei/Jn^>; Uie 
kiianjar, or dauger, of Fielro, stabbed his adversary 
Rt tlu* Jieart, and tlie poor fefioxv drof»[)ed down d^^i^d 
jj! ihe arms of his master. "rhe*murd(‘rer tied. ^Vhat 
eonise to pursiu*, under such t ireumstaiiees it was 
rIdlieijJt to de te rmine. Should the event come to the 
kiiowledjije of the jjasha, both master and servants 
mijiht, jH‘rhaj)s, be thought e([ually guilty, and bo em- 
paled alive ;^or, if lAalters were not piishtul to such 
V xlremities, it might at least he ])retendc^l that the de- 
( tast'd was the real ()wner of whatever ])roperty tliey 
possessed, in ordcT to eoniiscaU* the whole* for the 
iKMietit of the state. As neither of these results was 
(hsiiable, the safest eourse appeared to be to prevent, 
if possible, tlie knowledge*, of tlu* tragedy from tran- 
>]»itmg a task of some ditticidly, as all the domestics 
ol' the household were acepjainted with what had 
passed. The only iudividual with whom Pietro could 
safely consult upon this occasion, for he was unwilling 
lo di.sch)se so horrible a transaction to Maani's rela- 
tions, was a Maltt'se renegade, a man of some consi- 
deration in tiie city ; and for him, thereloK*, he im- 
mediately (lespatched a messenger. This man, when 
lie. had licard.^vhat had happened, was of opinion that 
tile body should be interred in a corner of the lujjise ; 
but Pietro, who had ^u/ desire that so bloody a memo- 
nul of the Italian temperanieiit should# rcinctin in his 
ininudiatc neighl'iCiirlibod, and moreover consiflered 
It unsafe, thought it w’ould be mueh belter at the bot- 
tom of the Tigris. The IMaltese, most fortunately 
possessed a house and garden on the edge of the river, 
tiiul thither the bpdy, packed up carefully in a chest, 
yas (\uickly conveyed, though there w as much diffic ulty 
*0 preventing the blood from oozing out, and betraying 
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to its bearers the nature of their burden. WHien it 
was dark, tlic chest was put on board a boat, and 
dropping down the river, the renegade and two of his 
*lSoldiers cautiously lowered it into the water; and thus 
up material ])roof of the murder remained. The as- 
*"sassin, \vho had taken refuge at the house of the 
Maltese, was enabled' to*return to Italy ; and the event, 
strange to say, wasj kept secret, though so many per- 
sons were })rivy to it. 

When this danger tvas over, and the beautiful 
Maani irrevocably his, Pietro began once more to feel 
the passion of the traveller revive, and cominenceel 
those little excursions through Mesopotamia which 
afterwards enabled GibbOii to pronounce him the per- 
son who had best observed that province. His first 
visit, might b(^ expected, was to the ruins of Baby- 
lon. The party with which he left Bagdad consisted 
of Maani, a Venetian ; a Dutch painter; Ibraliim, a 
native of Alojipo, and two Turkish soldiers. For the 
first time since the commencement of his travel;?, Pietro 
now selected the longest and least dangerous road, 
taking care, moreover, to keep as near as possible to 
the farms and villages, in order, in case of necessity, to 
derive provisions and succour from their inhabitants. 
Maani, who appears to have had a dash of Kurdish 
blood in her, rode astride like a man, and kept her 
saddle as firmly as any son'of the desert co^lld liave 
done ; and Pietro constantly moved ,(dong by her 
side*. When they had performed a considerable por- 
tion'of their journey, and, rejftidng in their good for- 
tune, were alr/^ady drawing near Ddbylori, eight or ten 
liorsdmen, armerf with niuskets‘aiMhbows and arrows, 
suddenly appeared in the distance, making towards 
them with all speed. Pietro imagined that the day for 
trying his courage was now come, and he and his com- 
panions having cocked their ij>ieces, and prepared to 
offer a desperate resistance, pushed on towards the 
enemy. However, their chivalric spirit was not 
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rlonn*efl to ]>o lioro put to tlio tost; for, upon drawint^ 
m ar, tlio horseiiKUi were found to beloniif.to BiiLi^dad, 
and the adventure conoluded in civility and muto^* 

cc»u'j:rat!datious. ^ 

Having carofully examined the ruins of Babylrni, 
tiu‘ city of Hi! lull, and ll)e jf)tlier celol)rated S])ots in 
that neiu;hh(uirhood, the party, returned to Bagdad, 
from wl^enoe he a;4uin do}>arted in a few days for Mo- 
dain, tlio silo of tlur' am'umt Ott'siphon, near which he 
had the satisfaction of observiie^ the interior of an 
Arab encampinenl. 

His curiosity rt'.spcetinf^ Mesfipotainia was now 
satistied ; a*4tl as (‘very day's jesidenee ainon^ the 
Ottomans only seemed more and morc'^to inflame his 
hatred of that brutal race, he as much as pos!;^bIe has- 
tened his de parture from ikv^dad, havimj; now con- 
r‘eiv(*d the desijrn of servinj^ as a volunteer in the 
armies of Persia, at that period at .war with Turkey, 
ai»d of thus wreaking- ins vengeance iipoh the Osman- 
liesfor 4 he tyranny they exercised on all Chnstians 
within their power. Notwdthstanding that war be- 
tween the two countries bad long been declared, ibc 
l^asha of Bagdad, and the Persian authorities on the 
frontier, continued openly to permit the passage of 
caravans ; and thus, w^ere he ojiee safe out of Bagdad, 
witli his ^wife and treasnn^s, there would he no diffi- 
culty in entering Persia. To effect this purpose, he 
entered into cm arrangement with a Persian mulejeer, 
who was directed to obtain from the pasha a passport 
for himself and foll(|wers, with a charosh to conduct 
them to the extremity of the TurkisUdoftdniohs. ^This 
being done, the Pc?siah, according to ‘agreement, left 
the city, and encamped at a short distance from the 
walls, ^dierc, as is the custom, he was visited by the 
officers of the custom-house; after which, Pietro 
caused the various, individuals of his own small party 
to issue forth by various streets into the plain, while he 
himself, dressed as he used to be when riding out for 
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amusement on the banks of the Tij^ris, quitted the 
town after sunset, and gained the place of eneamp- 
.:?nl in safety. 

When the night. had now eonijjietely descended u])on 
ihli call'll, and all around was still, the little caravan 
put itself ill inction ; aud.hcing mounted, some on good 
sturdy mules, and others on tlu' horses of the country, 
they atlvaiieed at a ra})id rate, ftMiring all t!u‘ y ay that 
the jiasha might repent of his civility towards the Per- 
sian, and send an order to bring tluan back to the 
oily. By l.ueak oi' day they arrived on the banks of 
the Biala, a river which discharges itself into the 
Tigris; and here, in sphe of tlieir impi- lienee, they 
were detaineef till noon, lhen‘ lieing but one boat at 
the fcTry. In siy days they i cached tlie southern 
bvanclict' of the mountains of Kurdistan, and found 
themselves suddenly in the midst of that wild and 
hardy rae(‘, which, from the remot(‘st ages, has niain- 
taiiied po.ssession of these Jnexjiugnahh' fastnoses, 
which liarasscd the ten thousand in their retreat, and 
still enact a conspicuous part in all the border wars 
betwei’ii the Persians and Turks. Living for the most 
part in a dangerous ind(*ptmdeiiee, hercely spurning 
the yoke of its powerful neighbours, though continu- 
ally embroiled in their interminable (juarrels, speaking 
a distinct language, and haring a peculiar .system of 
manners, which does not greatly differ from tiiat of 
the /‘eiidal times, they may justly be regarded as one 
of the most extraordinary races of the Asiatic conti- 
nent. Some of them, spell-bout:d by the allurements 
of wealtli aiicf eai e, have erected (uties and towns, and 
addicted themselves to agricultilHi and the gainful 
arts. Others, preferring that entire liberty which of 
all earthly blessings is the greatest in the cstimition of 
ardent and iiaughty minds, and regarding luxury as a 
species of Circean cup, in its*eftects debasing and de- 
structive, covet no wealth but their herds and flocks, 
around which they erect no fortifications but their 
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Mvoirfls. 'Fhesc arc attracted liitlier and thither over 
the wilds by the richness of the pasturage, and dwell 

ill tents. ♦ 

ill Kurdistan, as elsewhere, tlu;*wiuning manners of 
Della Valle ])r()eured him a hospitable rceepfton. *The 
jucseiiee of Maani, too, whoijii youth and beauty served 
us an inviolable wall of tnoteeiion among bravd men, 
inereas 4 .‘(l his claims to their hospitality ; so that these 
Mivuge iriountai?iecrs, upon whom the majority of 
tiavcllcrs eoneur in ht‘a])ing the most angry maledie- 
tions, obtained from the wunn-heurted grateful 'Pietro 
llu‘ eharaelcu' of a kind and gentle pt‘ople. On tin; 
‘iOtli of Ji^iuary, lb 17, lyt*, (piit ted ^Kurdistan and 
entered Persia. Tlie clumge was sti iking. A purer 
atmosphere, a more' prodmdive ai^d better-iiultivated 
soil, and afar more dense ]»opuldlion than in Turkey, 
^‘uu^cd him, from the suddenness of the transition, 
scunewhat to exaggerate, perhap^f, the advantages of, 
tins country. It is<*crtain tliut tlie (‘yes of the travel- 
ler, liki^ the fabled gems of autl(juity, carry about the 
light by which he views the objects whieli come befoni 
him; and that t'ae condition of this light is greatly 
alfected by the. states of his animal sj)irits. Pietro was 
now in that trarupiil and serene mode> of being, con- 
s(‘<juent upon that enjoyment which eonseienee ap- 
proves, :.*,rid having passed from a place wlicre dangers, 
real or imaginary, surrounded him, into a country 
\vhere lie at ]?:ast anticipated saftMy, if not distiiirtion, 
it was natural that his Jancy should paint the landscape 
'vilh delusive colomf; : besides, many real a^lvantages 
existed; tents were no longer iiecoBsafy, there d>eing 
at every halting-pi^icc a spacious caravansary^ where 
the traveller could obtain, gratis, lodgings for himself 
and atTendants, and shelter for his beasts and baggage. 
Inuits, likewise, such as pomegranates, apples, and 
grapes, abounded^ thoifgh the earth was still deeply 
<‘overcd with snow. If w^e add to this, that the Per- 
sians are a people who pinuc themselves upon their 
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iirlranil Y, Juid, A^lin-levt'r may Ix' lli(* basis of ?lioir 
character, wkli which the passini;' traveller has little 
(lo, really conduct tluanselvc s politt ly towards 
stranujers, it will thY appear verv surprisini;* that Della 
Valk', wifv) had just escaped from the boorish Otto- 
mans, should h«ve been c'harmed with Persia. 

ArnVin^ at Ts])alianvr at that period the capitrd of 
the empire, that is, the habitual place of resitV'nc^^' of 
the shah, his first ('are, of course, was to taste a lilth' 
repose ; after which, he resumed his usual custom of 
stroll iujLr about the city and its environs, obs(irvin<^ the 
manners, and sk(‘tchiiiu* whatever was (airioiis in cos- 
tume and sceyerv. 4lc»*e lie r(‘maine(b>for several 
months; but e;rowin^ tired, us usual, of calm inac- 
tivity, th(i> more pafticidarly as the court >vas absent, 
he now prepared to present hirnsidf bedbre the shall, 
then in Mazenderan. According*! y, havin<^ provid(xl 
.a splendid litter for'his wife and lier sister, who, like 
genuine Amazons, determined to accompany him to 
the wars, should he eventually take up armsMii the 
service of Persia, and provided every other necessary 
for the journey, he (piitted Ispahan, and proceeded 
northward towards the siioresof the Caspian Sea. The 
journey was performed in the most agreeable maniujr 
imaginable. Whenever they came up to a pleasant 
grove, a shady fountain, or »ny romantic spot ^\here 
the greensward was sprinkled with Howers, or com- 
manded a beautiful prospect, the whole^party made a 
halt, Sind the ladies (lesceuding^from their litter, which 
was born/* by two camels, and li’etro from his liarb, 
they si.it down* \ikG luxurious gipsies, to their break- 
fast or/linner, while the nightingafe% in the dusky re- 
cesses of the groves served them instead of a musician. 

Proceeding slowly, on account of his harem*, as he 
terms it, they arrived in seven days at Cashan, where 
the imprudence of Maani nearly involved him in a 
very serious affair. Being insulted on her way to the 
Bezcstcin by an officer, she gave the signal to her at- 
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U’liSanls to cliustisc llic drunkiird, uiid a l)attlc en- 
Miini;', tiK‘ unhappy man lost liis lifo. AVheii llu‘ news 
brouj^ht to Pietro, he was considerably alarriKMt^ 
but on proceedinjij to the house of the principal magis- 
trate, he very ibrtunately 1 ‘ound that the ^iMair* had 
been ])roperly represented to him, and that his people 
were not considered to have exceeded their duty. His 
wile, i^(>t reflecting* that her masculine liabits and flery 
tempe rament wf^rc cpiitc suflicient to account lor the 
I’iri’u instance, now be;j!:an to torment both herself and 
In r iiusband because she had not yet become a mother; 
and supposiiiL; that in su(“h cas(is wine was a soveroii^n 
remedy, sli^i endeavoured to pi;evail upon Pietro, who 
was a water-drinker, to hav(j recourse *10 a more gene- 
rous bevxua^e, oll’erin;;* to join with him, if he would 
comply, in tlie worship of Bacelius. Our traveller, 
who had already, as he candidly informs us, a small 
family in Italy, (‘ould not be brought to believe tliat 
tluj faidt lay in liis sobcu* ])Otations, and firmly resisti'd 
the te*nptations of liis wife. ^Vith fricunJIy arguments 
upon this and other topics, they beguiled the length of 
llic way, and at length arrived in Mazenderan, ihoutrh 
Maani’s passion for horsemanship more than once put 
lier neck in jeopardy on the road. The scene which 
now jiresented itself was extremely diffeient from that 
IhroLigl^ which they had liilherto generally passed. 
Instead of tin* treeless ]>laius or unfertile d(‘s('rts which 
they h*ad trtwersed in the northern parts of Irak, they 
saw before them a country strongly resembling Eu- 
rojie ; mountains, ilAp well-wooded valleys, or rich 
green plains, rajudiy alternating \yth teach ’other ; and 
the whole, watened bf abundant strcifrns and fountains, 
refreshed and delighted tlie eye; and lie was as yet 
uiicmiscious of the iiisalulirity of the atmosphere. 

Pietro, who, like Petronius, wais an ‘‘ elegaiis for- 
iTiarimi spectator,” gfeatly admired the beauty and 
grac eful tigures of the women of this proviiu'c, a fact 
which makes strongly against the idea of its being 
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Dnliealthy; for it i;nay generally be inferred, .that 
wherever tlie women are handsome the air is good, 
ilere and there they observed, as they moved along, 
the ruins of castles and fortresses on tlie acclivities 
and ‘projections of the mountains, which had formerly 
served as retrct^ts to niin^rous chiefs who had there 
aimed at independence^ A grotto which they disco^ 
vered in a nearly inaccessible position in the face of 
a mountain, was pointed out t(» them as the residence 
of a virgin of gigantic stature, who, without associates 
or followers, like the virago who obstructed the passage 
of Theseus from Tra*zenc to Athens, formcirly ravaged 
and depopulated that jvirt^pf the country, j Tliis, and 
similar legends ‘of giants, which resemble those which 
prevail anmng all rude nations, w^ere related to our 
tfaveller, who rejected them with disdain as utterly 
fabulous and contemptible, though not rnucli more so, 
perhaps, than some wliieh, as a true son of the Ro- 
ftian church, he no doubt held in reverence. 

At length, after (considerable fatigue, they arrived 
at Ferhabad, a small port built by the Shah Abbas on 
th(* Caspian Sea. Here the governor of the city, 
when informed of his arrival, assigned him a house in 
the eastern (jnarter of the city, the rooms of which, 
says Pietro, were so low that, although by no means 
a tall man, lie could touch t^^e ceiling with hi^s hand. 
If the house, however, reminded him of the huts 
erecte(l by Romulus on the Capitoline, ^the garden, 
on the^^other hand, rvas delightful, bring a large space 
of ground thickly planted with Vlpte mnlbcrry -trees, 
and lynig clcjse’ up^n the hank of the river. Here lie- 
passed llie greater portion of Kis •tkne wnth Actius 
Sineeriis*, or Marcus Aurelius, or Ferrari’s CJcographi- 
cal Epitome in liis hand, now ofliTing saerihccs to the 
muses, and now running over with his eye the various 
countries and provinces wliieh ‘ne was proud to have 
travelled over. One of his favourite occupations was 
the putting of his own adventures into verse, under 
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a ftfigned name. This he did in that tezza rima^ 
whicli Dante’s example had made respectable, but 
not popular, in Italy; and as he was not of the hu- 
mour to hide his talent under a bushel, his brain v#?is 
no sooner delivered of this conceit diaii be dcspatclied 
it to Rome for the amusement of his friends. 

Being now placed upon tlie margin 5f the Caspian, 
lie very naturally desired to ex^aniinc th(‘ apj)carance 
of its s^iores and^ waters; but cmibarking for this pur- 
pose. in a fishing-boat with Maani, who having passed 
her life in Mesopotamia, had never before si eii tlie 
sea, her sickness and the fears product^d in her mind 
by the tossing and rolling of the bark among the 
waves, cpiickly put an end t*o the voyage. He ascer- 
tained, however, from the pilots of the coast, that the 
waters of this sea were not deep,* immense* banks o# 
sand and mud, borne down into this vast basin by the 
numerous rivers which discharge themselves into it, 
being met with on all sides, though it is probable that 
Jiad t|icy ventured far from shore they would have 
found the case different. Fish of many kinds were 
plentiful ; but owing, perhaps, to the fat and slimy 
natuni of the bottom, they were all Jargi.*, gross, and 
insipid. 

Th(‘ shah was just then at Asshraff, a new city 
which he had caused to he erected, and was then 
<‘.nl‘argi?ig, about six pcrJlsaugs, or leagues, to the cast 
of FerliabacJ. Pietro, anxious to be introduced to 
the monarch, soon after his arrival wrote letttjrs to 
the principal minister, which, together with bthers 
from the vicar- geiAral of the Carnudiic monks at Is- 
pahan, he dcspitfilu.fl by two of his domestic.^; ami 
the ministers, according to liis desire, informed the 
slialuol* his ])resence at l^crhaliad. Abbas, who ap- 
parently had no desire that he should witness the 
state of things at Assbraff, not as yet comprehending 
eitluT his character or his motives, observed, that the 
roads being extremely bad, the traveller bad better re- 
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main at Ferhabad, whilliOT be himself was aboij't to 
proceed on liorseback in a day or two, Pietro, whose 
jvanity prevented his perceiviiij;* the sliah's motives, snp- 
pdfecci in earnest tliat Abbas was chary of his 

giie^st’s ease; and, ‘to crown tiie absurdity, swallowed 
another monstrous liction invented by the court it rs, 
who, jas ilajji^Baba would say, were all the while 
laughing at his beard, — namely, that the inonaich 
was so overjoyed at his arrival, that, Jiad he not been 
annoyed by tlie uuinber of soldiers wdjo followed him 
against his will, he would next morning have ridden 
to Ferhabad to bid him welcome! 

However, when he actually anived in .diat city he 
did not, as oui worthy pilgrim expected, immediately 
admit him to an andierice. In the meanwliile an 
agent frohi the cosVaeks iniiahiling the noith-eastern 
shores of the Black Sea arrived, and Della Valle, 
who neglected no /jccasion (jf forwarding his own 
‘Views, in the sliaping of whicli h(‘ exhibited remark- 
able skill, at once connected hirnstdf with this4stran- 
gcr, whom he engaged to aid and assist by every 
means in liis power, nwiving from the barbarian the 
same assurances in return, Tire cossack had come 
to tender the shah his nation's services against the 
Turks; notwithstanding which, the business of Iris pre- 
sentnt'on had been negligently or pui’posely (J.elayed, 
probably that he might understand, when his proposal 
shonld be afterwards recm’ved, that, alth<s>ugh the aid 
he promised was acceptable, it was by no means ne- 
cessary, nor so considered. ^ 

At U'ngth the long aiiticipatca audience arrived, 
and Dtilla Valle,* w^hen presented, evas w^ell received 
by the shah; who, not being accustomed, however, to 
the cinsadiiig spirit or the romance of chivalry, could 
not very readily believe that the real motives which 
urged him to join the Persian Mrmie^, were precisely 
those which he professed. Nevertheless, his offers of 
service were accepted, and the provisions which he had 
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alroajly received rendered permanept. Ho was, more- 
over, snniptiiously entertained at the royal table, and 
had IVc^qiienlly the honour of bcin^ consulted up^n 
atfairs of importaiK'o by the shah. 

jMihiis soon afterwards removing* with his co^irt 
into (Ihilaii, without inviting Della Vajle to aeeoni- 
pany him, the latter cleparted^ for (Kashin, there to 
await the marehin^ of the army a«;ainst the Turks, 
ji) whieri eriterpi ^e he was still mad eju)u»’h to desire 
to enfi^age. Un reachiner this city he found that 
Ahhas had been mor<i expeditious than h(‘, amJ was 
ulitaidy there, actively preparing for the war. All the 
military ofiit;jCTs of the kinjrdoiu now rcec^ived orders 
to repair with all possible tlespaleh t(f Sultanich, a 
city tliree days' journey west ol‘ (.■asbin ; an^l Pietro, 
who had voluntarily become a member of this martial 
class, hurried on amon^ the foremost, in the hope of 
ae(|uinn^* jjjlory of a new kind. 

The shall and Ids urniy had not been many days 
eneamj4ed in the plains of Snitaiiieh, when a courier 
iVoui the i^cneraL who had already proceeded towards 
llic fjontiers, arrived with tlie news that the Turkish 
ariny was advaiudiig', althouah slowly- This news 
allovv(^d the troops, who had been fatigued with forced 
Triai(‘hes, a short repost^ ; after which they puslied 
vigorously towards Ardel^l Taliriz, Pietro and his 
lieroie wife keeping pace with the foremost. In fids 
critical junct«re Abbas, though in some respects a 
man of* strong mind, did not consider it yinYlent 
to trust altogetlier t/i Vorjiureal armies; Imt, having 
01 his dominions cmain individuals vfho pretcy^ided 
to have some iftliuefice •over tlie infernal powers, 
'bought to interest hell also in Ids lavonr; and for 
dus })utpose carried a renowned sorcciress from Zunjan 
along with him to the w'ars, in the same spirit as 
Pharics the P’irst- and Mie Parliament shortly after- 
'vards employed Idly to prophecy for them. Their 
^oute now lay through the ancient Media, over nar- 



154 CELEBRATED TRAVELLERS. 

row plains or hills covered with verdure but bgj'e of 
trees, sometimes traversing^ tremendous chasms, span- 
ned by bridges of fearful height, at others winding 
along the acclivities of mountains, or upon the edge 
of p^'ccipices. 

Notwithstanding his seeming ardour to engage 
with the Turks, Pietro, for some cause or another, did 
not join the fighting part of tlie army, but remained 
with tiie shah’s suite at ArdebiL This circumstance 
seems to have lowered him considerably in the esti- 
mation of the court. A battle, however, was fought, in 
which the Persians were victorious ; but the Turkish 
sultan (lying at this jum^ture, ‘ his successor (iom- 
maiidc'd his general to negotiate for peace, which, 
after ll)e usual intrigues and delays, was at length 
concluded. Abbas now returned to Casbin, where 
the victoi y and the peace was celebrated with great 
rejoicings; <4nd here Della Valle, who seems to have 
• begun to perceive that he was not likely to make any 
great figure in war, took his leav(‘. ol‘ th(' (‘-Oint in ex- 
tremely bad lu'alth and low spirits, and returned to 
Ispahan. 

Here repose, and the conversation of the friends he 
liad made in this city, once more put Jiim in good 
humour with himself and with Persia ; and being of 
an exceedingly hasty and mcoiisid(?rate disposition, 
he no sooner began to experience a little traiifpiillity, 
than he exert eel the influence he had »>acqui red over 
the |)arents of liis wife, to induce them, right or wrong, 
to brave Ikagdad, where th(*y lived contentedly and in 
comfort, "aiid to settle at Ispahan, where they were in 
a gr(?tit measure strangers,^ notwitlwtanding that one 
of therr younger daughters was married to an Arme- 
nian of that city. The principal nuMiibers *of the 
family, no Jt'ss imprudent than their adviser, accord- 
ingly quitted Mesopotamia w»ith tl^eir treasures and 
effects, and established themselves in the capital of 
Persia. 
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Thifi measure was produetive of ;iotbin^ but disap> 
pointmentand vexation. Oneof Maani’s sisters, who 
had remained with her mother at Bagdad, while the 
father and brothers were at Ispahan, died suddenly; 
and the mother, inconsolable for her loss, entreated 
her Inisband to return to herewith her qther children. 
Then followed the pangs of parjting, rendered doubly 
hitter b^ the reflection that it was for ever. Pietro, 
hecaine ill and snelarkcholy, having now turned his 
thoughts, like the prodigal in the parable, towards his 
eountry and his father's house, and determined shortly 
to commence his journey hontewaid. Obtaining with- 
out difficultjvhis dismission fronj the shah, and wind- 
ing up his affairs, which were neither* intricate nor 
embarrassed, at Ispahan, he set out on a^ visit to 
Shiraz, intending, when he should have examined 
Tersepolis and its environs, to bid an eternal adieu to 
Persia. 

With this view, having remained sometime at Shiraz, 
udiriirin^ but not enjoying the pure stream of the 
iloi iiahad, the bowers of Mesellay, and the bright 
atmosphere which shed glory oii all around, he pro- 
leeded to Miiieb, a small town on the river Ibrahim, 
a little to the south of Goinhroon and Ormus, on the 
shore of the Persian Gulf. IVIaani, whose desire lo 
iK-eoine % mother had Ix^en an uiu'easing sourc'C of 
nnha})pincss to her ever sin(‘e her marriage, being now 
pregnant, not^iing could have been more iH-judged in 
her husband than to approach those pestilential co^ists; 
^'Specially at sneh a Reason of the year. He (piickly 
discovered his error, but it ^Yas too, fat*:. The fever, 
^'liieh rages with ^aftremitthig violence tbroughdut all 
^hat part of the country during six months in thh year, 
had luAv seized not only uyion Maani, but on himself 
likewise, and upon every other member of his family. 
Instant flight might, pei^a}»s, have rescued them from 
danger, as it afterwards did Chardin, but a fatal le- 
lliargy seems to have seized upon the mind of Pietro. 
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He tremble d at the destiny whieii menaced lum, he 
saw deatli^ as it were, enteriiij^ his house, and approach 
j^radually the individual whom he cherished beyond 
aft others; tinrui was allow^ed iiim by Providence for 
esc^ipe, ret he stood still, as if s[)tdl-bound, and suf- 
fered the. victijn to be sej'/ed without a striij^glc. His 
wife, -whose condition ,1 have alluded to above, allected 
at on(*e by tlie fever, and apprehensive of i^s conse- 
quences, was terrified into preinatinc labour, and a 
son, dead-born considerably before its time, put the 
finisliing- stroke, as it were, to the affliction of her 
mind. Her lever im'reased in violence — medical aid 
was vain — death triuinpbed — and Maani into the 
grave at the a^e of twenty-three. 

A total ebange now came over the mind of Della 
Valle, which not only afi'eeted the actions of his life, 
but communicated itself to bis writings, depriving 
them of that dashing cpiixotisin which u}) to this point 
constitutes their greatest charm. A cloud, black as 
Erebus, descended upon his soul, and niiie^months 
elapsed before he could again command suflicient 
spirits or energy to announce the melancholy event to 
his friend Schipaiio. He, however, resolved tliat the 
body of his beloved wife should not be consigned to 
tlVe earth in Persia, wdiCre he should never more conic 
to visit or shed a tear over^her grave. He .iherefore 
contriv(‘d to have it embalmed, and then, enclosing it 
in a cofYin adajiled to the purpose, plac^j:d it in a tra- 
velling trunk, in order that, wherever his good or bad 
fortune should conduct him, ttuifi dear remains of his 
Maaui nhghl «!icc^f»mpany him to the grave. Certain 
circumstances altcndiiig thi‘s tra^ls^f^feion strongly serve 
to illus^trate the character of Della Valle, and, while 
they tell in favour of bis affection, and paint the 
melancholy condition to which liis bereavement bad 
redu(‘cd him, likewise thro\^ some light upon the 
manners and state of the country. Dead bodies being 
regarded as unclean by the Mohammedans, as they 
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were ,»n old Ciroocc* iiiid Homo, and ioost other Jiatloiis 
»>!' anliiniity, no persons could 1)0 Vound to umhntiike 
the ta^k of e^nibalrnini^ but a few old women, whom 
tile (Hfvi sacra fames rocom'iled to the pollutiitii. 
'ri!e>e, Avrappin*;’ thick bandages oved tln ir moni h-i^^uul 
fiostrils, to j>revont the powerfid u<lour ol' tlie j^iim 
fiom pimetratin^' into their lunt^sand l)ra*iii, after ha v’inj;' 
diSiMiihowelled the corpse, tili(‘d its cavities with cam- 
]jlior, and with tlyij same imj:r{‘<lient, Avhich was of the 
most ])nn<i^ent and desiccating jiatine, rubbt‘d all its 
limbs and surface until the peifume liad penetrated to 
the v(n’y br>nc‘S. Pietro, at all tinu‘S supcastitious, was 
MOW lenden^d doub)*^f so by sorrow, ilavin^' some- 
'\Iiere licard or read tliat t?ie l)odies fif men will be 
reanimated at the ^jicneral rosuriection, wherever their 
heads liajjpim to be deposited, w*liil(‘, acarftidim^ to 
another theory, it was the resting-place of the Inairt 
whicli was to determine the point,, and bt'ing desirous, 
acf’ordinti: to either view of the matter*, that Maani' 
ami hijiiself should rise on that awful clay together, he 
gave orders that the heart of his Ixdoved should be 
carefully embaim(*d with the rest of the body. It 
iu‘v(‘r once occurred to him that the jmUinclorcs might 
neglect his commands, and thenifore he omitted to 
overlook this ]>art of the operation ; indeed liis feel- 
ings w’oyUl not allow him to be present, and while it 
was going on he sat retired, hushing the tempest of 
his soul in t\igt best manner he could. Wliile he w^as 
in this state of agony, he observed the embalracl-s ap- 
proaching him with something in their hands, and on 
easting his eyes upoA it he beheld the Jieart’of Maani 
in a saucer ! An wns^ealiable horroi*sliot through his 
whole frame as he gazed upon the heart which, but a 
fc'vv days before, had bounded with delight and joy to 
Jnoet his own; and he turned away his head wdth a 
shudder, , • 

When the operation was completed, the mummy 
laid out upon a board, and placed under a tent in 
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the garden, in order to he still further desiccated by 
the action of the air. Here it remained seven days 
and nights, and the walls being Jow, it was necessary 
tc! keep a strict and perpetual watch over it, lest the 
hye.vas §ihonld enter and devour it. Worn down as 
he was by lev<T, by watching, and by sorrow, Pietro 
would intrust this sacred duty to no vulgar guardian 
during the night, but, with his loaded iniiskpt* in his 
hand, paced too and IVo before the. tent through the 
darkness, while the howls of the hyenas, sera sub 
7i(ict(.s vdcntuin^ and bursting forth suddenly f[uit(; 
near him, as it w'cre, fretjuenily startled his ear and 
increased his vigilanec^ By day he took, a few hours’ 
repose while hVs domestics kept watch. 

When this melancholy task had been duly per- 
formed, he departed, in sickness and dejection, for the 
city of Lar, where the air being somewhat cooler and 
more pure, be entertained some* lio]»es of a recovery. 
Not many days after his airival, a Syrian, wdiom he 
hud kiiowm at Is]>ahaii, brought him news frovi Bag- 
dad which were any tiling but (‘alciilated to cheer or 
console his mind, lie learned that anotluT sister ot‘ 
Maani had died on the road in returning from Persia; 
that the lather, stricken to the soul by this new cala- 
mity, iiad likewise died a few days after reaching 
borne; and that the widoy, thus bereaved of the 
better part of her family, and feeling the decrepitude 
of old age coming apace, was incoiisolak»le. Our tra- 
veller was thunderstruck. Death seemed to have put 
his mark on all those whom he, loved. Persia now 
became hatefuJ to him. Its very atmosphere appeared 
to teem with misfortunes as witln eilouds. Nothing, 
therefote, seemed left him but to quit it with all pos- 
sible celerity. 

Pietro’s desire to return to Italy was now abated, and 
travelling more desirable tlia'a home; motion, the 
presence of strange objects, the surmounting of diffi' 
culties and dangers, being better adapted than ease and 
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It'isurs for t he dissipating of sharp grjef. For this reason 
ii(' rctiirned to the shore of the Persian (jidT, and em- 
barked at Cornbroon on board of' an English ship for 
India, taking along with liim the body of his wife, and 
a orphan Georgian girl whom he and Maani-kad 
a(lt>pt('d at Ispahan. As evep a father fannot remove 
lii.s daughter, or a husband hi^ wife*, from the shali’s 
doininib^is without anespeeial permission, which might 
not be granted without considerable delay, Pietro de- 
termined to elude the laws, and disguising the (k*or- 
giau in the dress of a boy, eont lived to get boron board 
uinong the ship’s crew in llu; dusk of the evening, on 
tli(‘ Pith of jl an nary, ^ 1(323. ^ , 

Traversing the Indian ocean with favourable winds, 
lie arrived on the lOth of P'ebruary at Surat, where 
la* was hospitably entertained by* tin* and 

Datcli residents, lie found Cuzeral a pleasant coun- 
try, consisting, as far as his expenieneo extended, of 
rich, green ])laiiis, well watered, and *tl)i('kly inter- 
''jjersec^ with tries. From Surat ho proc(‘eded to 
(’ambay, a large city situated upon the i*xtroTnity of 
VI Hue ])laiii at the bottom of the gulf of the same name. 
Here he adopted the dress, and as -fvir as possible the 
ttiaiiners, of the Hindoos, and then, striking oti' a little 
fiuin the coast, visited Ahinedabad, trave/ling thither 
^vith a small eafila or caiv^van, the roads being consi- 
dered dangerous for solitary individuals. At a small 
village on the’road he observed an immense number of 
beautiful yellow sfjuirrels, with fine large tails, Icijping 
from tree to tree; u.j^d’a little further on met with a 
great number of beggars armed witli^ bows and ajrows, 
^’lio demanded cliArity wilh sound of trumpet. His 
observations in this (‘ouritry, though sufficiently cu- 
rious occasionally, weTe the fruit of a too liasty survey, 
^hich could not enable liim to pierce deeply below 
Ihe exterior crust of* manners. Indeed, he seems 
rather to have amused himself wdth strange sights, 
than sought to philosophize upon the circumstances 
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of liumaoity, lu a temple of Malrades in lliu* eity, 
w])(^re numerous Yop:he('S, the (lymnosophi^ts of anti- 
cpiity, were stiindii)^ like so many statues l)chind the 
sSerod lamps, he ol)serv(‘d an muii::** <d tiie ;4'od en- 
tirt;ly oj' erystal.’ On the banks of the Saberinati, 
wlneh ran close iMuieath th(‘ walls of the (oty, nume- 
rous ^Yoghees* as lulled as at the moment of their 
birth, weie seated, with matted hair, and wijff looks, 
and ]K)W(lere<l all over with the ash(*s of the dead bo- 
dies whieh tliey had aided iu burninij^, 

Ivcturniii^ to Canibay, he embarked in a Portiie^uese 
sliip for (/oa, a city chiedy remarkable ibr the number 
of monks that fioekcyl thitlier, and for i>hc atrocities 
whieli they thc^re ])erpetrated in the name of the church 
of Rome. Della Valle soon found that there was more 
securityVauI ph'asfire in living amomj^ pap^ans “ suckled 
in a creed out-woin,’^ or even amoni; heretics, than in 
this Port inj^ubse city, where all strangers wort; regarded 
• with horror, and met with nothing but baseness and 
treachery. Leaving this dcu of monks and traitors, 
lie proceeded southward along the coast, and in a few 
days arrived at Onoro, where he went to pay a visit to 
a native of distinction, whom tliey found upon the 
shore seated beneath the shade of some fine trees, 
flanked and overshadowed, as it were, by a range of 
small hills. Being in the qompany of a Pe^rtuguese 
ambassador from Goa to a Rajah of the Sadasiva race, 
who then hold his court at Ikery, licf' regarded the 
opportunity of observing something t)f the interior of 
the peninsula as too favourable Xo be rejected, and 
obtaiiiecppermission to form a pari of the ambassador’s 
suite.* They se*cout from Gnore iir boats, but the cur- 
rent of the river they were ascending was so rapid and 
powerful that with the aid of both sails and cars they, 
were unable to push on that day beyond Garsopa, 
formerly a large and flourishiAg city, but now incon- 
siderable and neglected. Here the scenery, a point 
which seldom commanded much of Della Valle’s at- 
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ten lion, howt'-vcr picturesque or l:)eautifiil it iniglil bo, 
was oi' so exquisite a character, so rich, -so 
so variable, so full of contrasts, that indifferent as^he ’ 
was on that head, his iinaj^i nation v*'as kindled, and he, 
confessed that turn which way soever he nlij^hYJ the 
face of nature was marvellously deli|^ktful. A suc^ 
cession of hills of all forms, and of every slrade of 
verdiirCf between which vallt'vs, now deep and um- 
brageous, now jTtesenting broad, green, sunny slopes 
to the eye, branched about in every direction ; lofty 
forests of incomparable beauty, among which the 
most inagiiiiicent frujt-trccs, such as the Indian wal- 
nut, the fat^fel, and the amlm, wer^ interspersed; 
small winding streams, now glancing and quivering 
and rippling in the sun, and now^plungingb ioto tlie 
dee}) shades of the woods; white vast flights oi gay 
tropical birds were perched upon the Jn'aiiches, or 
skimming over the waters; all these combined cor- ^ 
lainly formed a glorious picture, and justified the ad- 
miraiioTi of Pietro when he exclaimed that nothing 
to e(|ual it had ever met his eye. On entering the 
Ghauts he perceived in them some resemblance to the 
Apennines, though they were more beautiful ; and to 
enjoy so splendid a ])rospect he travelled part of the 
way on foot. The Western Ghauts, which divide tijc 
vast plateau of Mysore f?om Malabar, Ganasen, and 
the other maritime provinces of the Deccan,- arc in 
most parts covered with forests ot prodigious grandeur, 
and in one of these Pietro and his party were over- 
taken by the iiight::| Though overhead tlie moon 
hung imminent, and shed her silver li^it, not.ii ray 
eoiiUl descend to* Ihem through the impenptiable 
canopy^of the wood, so that they were compelled to 
hindle ‘torches, notwithstanding which they failed to 
find their way and contented themselves with kindling 
a fire and passing the night under a tree. 

Jkcry, the bourn beyond which they were not to 
j>rocecd towards the interior, was then an extensive, 
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but. <1 rily, ihuui;ii lu'coi'diu^ to* tbc 

Jliiuious it <‘ontaiii« (I u luuulrc-d 1iiou-.uiKl inha- 
bit'uits, Aioiiiul it exUuuird diivf litics of fbititica- 
tioiss, wliicii iLt' ixtirior was a row of biuul)0os, 
jilaiitc'd, and oi‘ <‘i:nnitous licij^bl , whose lifted 
heads, w ithlhe iH aiititui lU'weiiiiu pa lasiU s w hit'll crept 
round'tluii* stems to tvie -ummit, yielded a ^niteful 
shade. lleiii he behi Id a .‘.iitU’e, visited .various 
teiiijdes, and saw the ct lebrated daneim^' i;iils of Iliri- 
dostaii ]H‘i‘fo] m theii i:ra(*eiul but voluptuous ])ostures. 
H(‘ examined llkl‘wl^e tl:e (‘(‘remonial of the Rajah’s 
court, and instituted numerous impiiries into the n‘- 
lii»'ion and manners of tl'c country, upcai all wdiich 
])oiiits he obtained information curious enough for that 
age, but now, from the more extensive and exact re- 
searches cjf later tra\ellers, of little value. Keturning; 
to the sea-eoast he proceeded southward as far as 
, Calicut, th(‘ extreme jioint of liis travels. Here he 
faced about, as it were, turned his eyes towards home, 
and began to ex)>erience a d(‘.sire to be at rest.'* Still 
at Cananou, at Salsetti;, and the other parts of India, 
at which he touched on his return, lie continued as- 
siduously to observe and describe, though rather from 
iiabit than any delight which it airordeil him. 

()n the ROtli of November, l(i‘24, he embarked at 
Goa in a ship bound for Musk at, from whence he 
proceeded up the Persian Gulf to Bussorah. Here he 
hired mules and camels, and provided’ all things ne- 
cessary for crossing the desert; and on the 21st of 
May, J 620, departed, being uccoiypanied by an Italian 
friar, IMariaii, ® the Georgian girl, and the corpse of 
Maani., During this journey he o'i!is1;rved the sand in 
many places strewed with sea-shells, bright and glit- 
tering as motli(‘r-of-pearl, and in others with bitumen. 
Occasionally their road lay ovct extensive marshes, 
covered thickly w ith reeds or brushwood, or white with 
salt; but at this season of the year every thing was so dry 
that a spark falling from the pipe of a muleteer upon 
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thc«])iirch(’ci LiTass, ju rirls iinKliim] a ^waiilaiiTat 'oii in 
iloscit. \\ iu ‘11 Lhc^v had achanc'.d inanv 
jonriiev into the waste, iin(J hrijrldr^t ;J1 si<lt'x hi.j^nno^ 
l>ut sand iind sky. a oI' .\];th M)l»l)eis, wIjm <\iin(' 

seourin;:; aloiii; tlie (ie>»'it iheit' fleet at- 

taeked uiul iitled t in ir huK* <‘ariiv;iu ;*an(i lieila alio 
saw liiiiiseir about to be deprAed of lil< wife's bralv, 
alter [)i'(*seiNed it so lonj, and eoineyed it safely 

over so many sTais and mountains. In this fear lie 
iiddresst'd Ininsell' to tiie banditti, deseribiiii; thi* cam- 
tents of tiie ehest, and the motives wlneli nrm;d him 
so vehenamtlv to desire its jm*sei \ at ion. The A i alls 
were touei^ed witli c*onipiissrt)ii. Tke of I lie 

cofHii enforcmiiz; the eifect of his elcxjiu nee, interested 
tlieii lic'arts ; so tiiat not only did they i^rspect the 
dt*a(k and [iraist* llu‘ atleclionaii*. and pious motives of 
till' lravi‘ller, but also narrowed their# demands, for 
they pretended to exact dues, not to rob, and allow'eci 
tlic caravan i«) proceed vviih the j^reater part of its 
wealtll. 

On III ri vine; at the port of AleKandr(‘tta another 
dilHculty arose. Tlie J’urks would never liu\ c allowed 
a corpse to ]iass Uirou^li the eiistoin-liouse, nor would 
the sailors ol' the slilj) in vvliieh he desired to embark 
for Cyprus, on any account have suffered it to come 
on boaill. 1\) overn'ai^i both |)arties Ihc'tro had the 
hody enveloped in bales ol spun c‘otton, upon Vvliieh he 
paid the ici^ular duty, and tlius one further step was 
ji'ained. After visitip*.:: (Cyprus, Malta, and bi(*ily, 
where he remaiiieci some short time^ he viet sail foi 
Naples. Here he fuwnd^his old friujid SchipaTio still 
livinii;, and after deseribim^' to him the various scenes 
and ^an^ers through which he had passoil, moved 
forw'ard towards Koine, where he arriv(*d on the '■28tl' 
of March, after .,'in absence of more than tvvelvt 

years. 

His return was no sooner made known in the city 
Ilian numerous friends and relations, and the g’re<\tei 
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iiumbrr of the iiobiliiy crowded to Ids house, to *bid 
him welcome viud eong^ratidute liiiii upon the success- 
lul tennination of his travels. His presentation to 
tlie {)ope took plae/) a f(‘vv days afterwards, >vhen 
Urban VI H. was so charnu'd with his conversation and 
ttiaiiiKus that, without application or iutrig-ue on the 
part of the travelh’r, he » was appointed his hediness’s 
honorary < luunberJain, a eoni]diment re;^ard('d atdlome 
as lii^hly flatteriiie;. In order to indi’ice tlie pope to 
send out missionaries to Georgia, Pietro now presented 
him with a short account of that country, wdiich he 
had formerly written ; and th(‘ aflair b(*ing seriously 
taken into (^onshleratio'n, ;t was d(‘tenniii'ed by the 
society TJe ProjxiganrJa Fide that the proposed 
measure sleould be carried into effect, and that Pietro 
sl»ould be regularly consulted res[)ccting the buNfuess 
of the Levant vussions in general. 

, Early in the spring of 1627, he caused the funeral 
obsequies of his wife to be eehibrated with extraordi- 
nary magnificence in the church of Aracccli at Horne. 
The funeral oration he himself pronounced ; and whim, 
after describing the various circumstances of her life, 
and the huj^piness of their union, he came to expatiate 
upov her beauty, his emotions became so violent that 
tears and sobs chok(*d liis utteranct‘, and he failed to 
proceed. His auditors, aei^oitling to some accounts, 
were likewise affected, even unto t(‘ars ; while otliers 
relate that they burst into a fit of laugliH'r. If they 
did, Ihv fault w^as in their own hearts ; for, however ex- 
travagant tlie inaiiner of Della Vi^/le may hav(i been, 
death ii a soleuin 'diing, and can never fail properly 
to affect. all well-constituted minds.*^ 

However, though his love for Maani’s memory 
seems never to have abated, the vanity of keeping up 
the illustrious name of Della Yalle, and the conse- 
quent wish of leaving a legitimate "offspring behind 
him, reconciled a second marriage to Ins mind, and 
Majrian Tinatin, the Georgian girl whom lie had 
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witli him from i1k* c.'ist appears to have been 
tlie person S(*leeted lor his s(M‘on(l wile. M. Ryries 
asserts, but I know not upon wlrat airtliority, that ij. 
was a relation of Maiini whom h(‘ married; bift this 
si'(‘iiis to be (‘xlri'tnely impiobabl^, since, so ho* as can 
Ik* discovered from liis tra^t‘ls, no relation of hers ever 
ac(‘ompained him, excepting; the brother aiixl sister 
A\]n> s])ent some time with him in Persia. 

'riiough Ik* Jiad exhausted a lare:e portion of liis 
patrimony in his lunnerous and loie^-eontinned jour- 
neys. sudicienf seems to have n‘niaiiK‘d to enable him 
to sp(*nd tli(* r(*maijider (»f his life in splendour and 
affluence.^ Jle i»a*l established himself in the iiiaii- 
sioii of Ills ancestors at flonu*, aiicT, the locomotive 
proptmsity haviie^^ entirely d(‘serted him, would ])ro- 
bahly never have quitted tlie eilj', but thUt one day, 
while tlie pope was jironouneinijf his solemn beue^ 
diction in St. Peter’s, he liad the miTsfortunc to fall 
into a violent passion, duriivjj which he killed Ifls 
eoaehman in the area before the church. This obliged 
him once more to fly to Naples; Imt murder not 
beinj^ rci^arded as a very heinous offence at Rome, 
and the pojje, moreover, ont(‘rtaiiilni^ a warm friend- 
ship for Pi(*tr<i, he was soon recalled. After this 
nothing remarkable occurred to him until his d^ath, 
which ^took place on 20lh of April, 1652. Soon 
after his death, his widow retired to Uxbino ; and 
his childre:i exhibiting a fierce and turbulent cha- 
racter, were banished the city. ^ 

As a traveller, Wlla Valk* j>ossessed very* distin- 
guished qualities.^ lie w^as eiitjiusiastic; romantic, 
enterprising. Irad ?ead, if uo^ studied, the his- 

tories of the various countries through Which he 
aftciVards trav(‘llcd ; and there were few dangers 
which he was not ready cheerfully to encounter for 
the gratificatiorv of Ills curiosity. Gibbon complains 
of his insupportable, vanity and prolixity. With his 
vanity I should never quarrel, as it only tends to 
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render him the inorc' nirret'fible ; Init hi-^ prolixity is 
sonutiinc'^ e\(*r(‘(liii|^lv t(Mlions, piirti(‘nl;u ly in those 
1‘hrtorical exoVdinms to his lonj 4 ‘ Utters, eontainin^ 
the aises of his fricaul Sehipano. and laiiuaitatioiis 
over ^U‘Invs of‘ tlie Asiatle ffosl-oj/irr. N(‘ver- 
theless, it is impossihh* io^ peinse his works without 
t];Teat instrnetion and didieiht; for his aetive, and 
\i^orous, and observant mind eonlimrallv l>irlh 

to sai^aeions and ])r(ddund rc^marks; laid liis atlven- 
tures, thou^'h nndonbledly true, are full of int(‘rest 
and the spirit of romance. 
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Tin: fiitlior of .Tiivt rnirr was a map ami chart 
maker of ^ at u cap in PinflKiftt, wlio^rcniovTd with his 
family into France wiiile our travelle r was still iix 
his ciiildluKHi. Th()UL;h horn o** Protest ;«iit parents, 
some of his biographers have imagined tliat lavender 
must have been a Catholic, at least tlu' (\irly paff. ' 
of his lifts before his intercourse with the English 
and Dutch had sapped tin' foundations of his faith, 
and* left him without any! But the truth appeans^ 
to be that, although educated in the clondnions of 
a Catholic king, surrounded by prit'sts, and within 
the hearing of the niass-liell.s, he, as well as the rest 
of the fannly, one graetdes^ nephew e.vccpted, i^lways 
remained faithful to the Protestant cause. However 
this Aiay be, TavcriTier, vvbo was constantly sur- 
rounded b;g the maps of foreign lauds, and by persons 
who conversed of little else, very early conceived the 
design of “ secing^thc world,’' and being furnished 
with'’ the nccessaiV funds by bis parent cyr frien/ls, 
commenced li;s Jor*g \vandering% hy a visit*to Eng- 
land, from whence lie passed over into* Flanders, 
in <»rder to behold his native city. 

The rumour of the wars theii^ about to burst forth 
in Germany lyndlrtl llic inartial spirit lu the mind 
of our youthful traveller, who, movino; through Frank- 
fort and Augsburg towards Nuremhurg, fell in with 
/fans Brenner, a eolonel of cavalry, son to the 
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j^ovemor of Vienna, and was easily ])revailed upon 
to join his eorp.^, then nuirehini; into Bohemia. His 
adventures in these wars he himself eonsidercd un- 
worthy of beiiej; recorded. It is siinj)ly insinuated 
that he was |)r(‘S(‘nt at the battle of J^rac;ue, some- 
time after which he be(*ame a ])ap;e to the governor 
of Raab, then viceroy of Hungary. In this situation 
lic had remained four years and a lialf, when the 
youn»' Prince of IMantua arrived at' Raab on his 
'Way to Vienna, and with the consent of the viceroy 
took Tavernier along' with him in (juality of inter- 
j)reter. 

This cireumstance in: pirnl him with the desire of 
visiting Italy; and obtaining his dismissal from the 
viceroy, w'l^o, at parting, presented him with a sword, 
a pair of jjistols, a horse, and, what was of intinitcly 
'j^reater consccpuMice, a good purse tilled with dueats, 
ho entered as interpreter into the service of M. do 
Subran, the French envoy to the emperor, and pro- 
ceeded to Venice. From this city, which he com- 
pares with Amsterdam, he removed in the train of 
M. de Sabran to Mantua, wdiere he remained during 
the siege of that place by the imperial troops. Here, 
engaging with a small number of young men in a 
reconnoitring party, he narrowly escaped death, only 
four out of eighteen returning, und having been twice 
struck ill the breast by a ball, which was repelled 
by the goodness of his cuirass. Of this excellent 
piece ot armour the Count de^Guiche, afterwards 
Marshal de Grammont, disburdenei/i him, considering 
the superior vah*e to F'rance of his own patrician 
soul, and the comparative uniiiiportaiicc of Tavern iePs 
life. These little accidents, which seem to Ijave 
aided in ripening his brain, curing him of his mar- 
tial ardour: he quitted Mantua,^ and having visited 
Loretta, Rome, Naples, and other celebrated cities 
of Italy, returned to France. 

These little excursions, which might have satisfied 
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a l?'ss ardent adventurer, only Vended to >.lren‘;'then 
Ills passion for locomotion , lie tliereibre inimediately 
<|iiittcd Paris for Swit/erland, vvhenet', liavinjj;# tra-* 
vta'sed tlie primapal cantons, ]r# ai;ain jiassed into 
<ierinany. Here lie reriiaiiied but a very’shuit time 
before be undertook a jonrfiey into l^idand, apparentlv 
ior tlu' purpose of beiioldiiiij the splendid eonri of 
Kino* #>lo;ismund. 1 1 is curiosity on tills ])oint iieing 
j^ratificd, lie uil raced his fooisU'jis, with the desi^r^ 
c)l visiting,' the emju'roPs court; hut, ariivin^* near 
fdo^an, lie was di veiled from liis intention by meet- 
ing- aci'i(l(*ntally \v*Jli tlu* ('oloiiel Hiiller who after- 
'W’ards killed the celt bratf^d *\V allesiein. With this 
jj^allant Scot and his wnTe he stayed for some t-iine ; 
but undiTstandint!; that thi* eoronatioii of •Ferdinand 
111., as kin^ of the Homans, was about to take place 
at llatisbon, Tavernier, for whom the #^i^ht of pomp 
and splendour appears to have possessed irresistible 
charms, (juitted hi:^ new friends and patrons, and 
repaired to the scene of action. 

Upon the magnificence of this coronation it is iiu- 
necessary to dwell, but a tragical circumstance which 
took place ai llatisbon, during the preparations for it, 
is too illustrative of the n\anncrs and spirit of. the 
times to be passed over in silence. Among the nu- 
nierous*jewellcrs who impaired upon tliis occasion to 
llatisbon thgre was a young man from Frankfort, the 
only son of the richest merchant in Europe. The 
father, who feared to liazard his jewxds with his son 
upon the road, cauAjd them to be forvwarded by a sure 
conveyance to corn^poudent* at* tliat cit*, with 
orders thal as soon as the young man should arrive 
they .should be delivered up to him. Upon the ar- 
rival of the youth the correspondent, who was a Jew, 
informed him tlyit ho had received a coffer of jewels 
from his father, which he would place in his liands 
as soon as he should think proper. In the mean while 
be conducted him to a tavern, where they drank gind 
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ronv(‘rs«*<i imt/l n’<‘!fK*k in \hv inorninp^. 'fhey 
ilu'n ku iljt iuid iIk; .lew t ondiK'led tho youn^ 

wiiu \vii> i»|»piu‘<‘nt!v a to tlio city, 

tliioh’^li \;niniis Ih'-nI reels, h('re tle i*' wen; few 
sljoj* :rtKi i'vw passei.s, and uii*‘u l]ie\ were in a 
spc^l i <ai\ r:nenl‘!V)i the purj^ose he stabbecl his ^‘uest in 
die huut l.s, imd leh iiihi i-xUaided in ins blood upon 
flu p.i\ t HK'iit . lb; llicM Htuiued home, and'wrote 
to his li'it^nd at laankif/M tliat his son hiul arrived 
'in sakrv and neeived the jiavels. The nnirdeaer liiid 
no sooner (juitud Ins vietim, honevin*, than a soldier, 
who happeiK‘d to b(' [lassinj:: I hat way, sluTubled over 
the body, and ^‘et'linu hand wet with blood, was 
^tdr*lud, and iilanninii; the watch. Ilie body was taken 
up. and o'HTi(‘d to. tin* very tavern where llie young- 
mao and the Jew had sjicnt tlu‘ evt ninir. led to 

" ihv a]»[)reh('m’ion of the murderer, wlio. to 

f^ay, a1 .mei- eoidessed Ins guilt, lie therefore, 
condemned, .i<‘i'(>i(rm<»’ to tlie laws <5f die empiie, to 
l)c; huiur ujjoi' a gallows with his htiol downwards, 
betwci'ii two large dogs, wdiich. in d«e vato' and 
agonies of himgt‘r, might tear him to fut'ces and 
devour him. This tremendous sen*, nee vvas changed, 
how;ever, at tlie intercession and by the costly pre^ 
sents of the other Jew\s of liati'-bon, to another o 
shorter duration but sea^eely'‘le^•^ tt rrible, which was, 
to have his Hesli lorn from his b()ne^t by red-hot 
}>inecr3f.. while boiling lead was poured imo the wound, 
and to bo afterw’^ards liroken alivo upon the wheel. 

AVIk'ii i,h(‘ punishment (f thi' Jf w. and tho corona- 
tion w'hie ovei, "faVernier began t<) t\irn liis thoughts 
towards * Tui key, and two Freneh gentlemen pro- 
ceeding at this period to Constantinople on public 
business, he obtained permission to aceoinpony them, 
and set out through Hungary,* Ser\\ia, b’4lgaria, and 
Romelia, to the shores of the Daixht i^ hes. At Con- 
stantinople he remained eleven nmnths, during which 
tm\e he undertook several little excursions, among 
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was Olio to tlu' pliiii).'. of Tn)\ ; but 
Jicitlu'r iho of r(ajrls ii(jr liit* l)»stl(‘ of trade 

upon this s('rno of anc K-nt ^lory, lie was <^rirvousiy , 
(lisappointo<l. ano rci^ardi-d tin* time and in()iH*y*<*\- 
|>eiidi‘d on lh(' journey as so much loss, .So litilc 
]>oelical <‘r<tliNsiasm had he 411 liis soul ! 

At length the caravan for I’^Tsia. tor tlie dejvariurt* 
of which he liad ’ nt<,d .-^o long, set out, paix tn ding* 
along* tlie sontUcn shore of tlie Black Sea, a route 
little fret jiif iite(* by Bnroj)i‘ans. On lca\ing >«'utaii^ 
they travelled throiii^di hue [)lains covcrc'd wdth (io\v('rs, 
obs(‘rving’ on both .vto. • f Msr ro<id a nninbcr of 
noble tornlii^ <»f a pvVaniidal sii^ape. On tin* evening 
oftbeseemid day the caravan halte(? at (Jebn*, tlie 
ancient Lybisson, a ])lar(‘ rendered eeh luateil b^he 
tomb of Hannibal. From this towh they pioeeed» .1 to 
Ismid, the ancient Nleomeilia, when Sultan iMuiad* 
erected a palata^ connnanding: a beaut ifitl prospect, on 
aei'oiint of the ubundanei^ of game, fruits, and wine* 
found*in the neighbourhood. Continuing their route 
tlirough a country abounding with wood, picturesque 
hills, and rich valleys, they ])assed through Boh, the 
ancient Flavio])olis, when they haltefl two days 
in order to feast upon the pigeons of the vicinity 
^’hicli vv(;re as large as fowds.* Fri)m thence tlu^v eon- 
t 'uied tjlieir route throu^Ii Tosia, Amasia, and Toket, 
ti) Arzronm, in Armenia, where they remained several 
days. They* tben ])rocee(led to Karo, thence to 
Fnvan, and ihcmce, by Ardebil, and Kasltan, to 
ispiihan, where he t^rrtved in the year U)‘ 29 . 

Being destitute ol a profession, -^ndthaving, l^knovv 
not hvWv, pi ’kL*B*up so%ne knowledge of precious 
stones, Tavtnnier became a jeweller in tlu‘ east. 
Whefc he lirst commenced tliis business, and w'hat 
quantity of stock, wlio furnished him with bis capital, 
or witli credit ’‘Yhich* might enable him to dispense 
'vith it, are poiids upon which no information rc- 
niuiris. It is certain, however, that in this first visit 
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lo Persia sf vrrnl y(‘ars were spent, durinL!^ whidi he 
traversed thii rielie.st and most rt*rnarkal)lc provinces 
of Uic empire, ol)si‘rvin^ the eonntry, and sludyinj^the 
maimers, hut always eonversine; hy means ot‘ an in- 
lerpr(‘t(‘r,. not poss(‘ssini^ the talents nee(‘ssary for the 
ae(|uirin<!; of foi('iij:;n lantreage. I'lu hUlory of his six 
peregrinations into the east, as the events wliich 
marked them are not of sndieiiait importaiK'e to re- 
<juir(‘ a minute description, I shall not enter into, other 
tlian (generally, omitting all referenTe to his ohscure 
and confused chronolop^y. However, finding that the 
trade in precious stones, in whi(‘h he had boldly 
<*ngai^ed, promis(‘d to turn out a ihrivinii: one, lie very 
soon projected’ a voyage to India, for the purpose of 
\isitmj2: the diamond-mines, and acrpiirimji; upon the 
spot all tfiat species of information which his business 
required. 

In fulfilnie^it of this desi<j^n he repaired to Gom- 
broon on thc‘ Persian Gulf, where, finding a ship 
bound for Surat, he embarked for India, On arriving 
at Surat, which at that period was a city of con- 
siderable extent, surrounded by earthen fortifications, 
and defended by a miserable fortress, he took up his 
residence with the Dutch, and commenced business. 
His Indian speculations proving, as he had anticipated, 
extremely profitable, his Peii"ian expeditions always 
terminated by a visit to Hindostan, during which he 
trafficked with the Mogul princes, who, though no 
less desirous than himself of driving a hard bargain, 
appear to have generally paid Ifapdsoniely in the end 
for wjiatever they purchased. Upon one occasion 
Shahest Khan, governor of Sural, ' having made a 
considerable purchase from our merchant traveller, 
determined to make trial of his skill in the art of 
trade. Will you,” said he, y receive your money 
in gold or in silver rupees ?” Twill be guided by your 
highness’s advice,” replied tlie traveller. The khan, 
who probably expected an answer of this kind, im- 
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niccl*<itcly coniiiiandcfl the sum to be couuted out, 
rcckoiiinj^ the gold rupee as ecpiivaleiit to t'ourteeii 
rupees and a halt* in silver, which, as TavernuM* well 
knew, w'as half a rupee more than its real vatue. 
However, as he hoped to make u]i tor this Joss upon 
some luture occasion, he viadc no objection at tlie 
time, but received his money, iwid retiiW. Two (lays 
aflcrwaj’ds he returned to the khan, pretending that 
alter much negotiation and many attempts to dis- 
pose of his gold rup(!es at the rate at which he had* 
jcceivcd them, he had discovered that at tin; present 
rate of exchange, gold was eijui valent to no inore 
than fourte#n silver* rupees^ apd tlvut thus, upon the 
ninety*six tlioiisaiid rupees which he fiad received^ii 
gold, he should lose three thousand four hundrecWind 
twenty-eight. Upon this the priute burst out into a 
tremendous passion, and supposing it to be the Dutch« 
broker who had given this information, Vhich he in- 
sisted was false, to our diamond-merehant, swore he' 
would'cause him to receive as many lashes as would 
make up the pretended deficiemey, and thus teaeh him 
to know the real value of money. Tavernier, who, by 
this time, understood the ])roper inode of prccrcediiig 
with Asiatic princes, allowed the storm to blow over 
before he ventured to reply ; but, observing •the 
khan’s ^ountenancti growing calm, and rtdaxing into 
a smile, he returned to the jioint, and hiinibly re- 
quested to lAiow whether he sliould return the gold 
lupees, or might hoj)c that his highness would make 
lip tlie deHciciiey. these words the klian again 

looked at him stoadfasily with an a^igry eye *and^ with- 
out uttering a syUablc ; hStat length niquired whether 
he had brought along with him u certain pearl which 
ke had formerly shown. Tavernier drew it forth 
from his bosom, and placed it in his hands. ‘‘ Now,’^ 
said the khan, let us sj»eak no more of the past. Tell 
me in one word the exact price of this pearl.” 

Seven thousand rupees,” replied the traveller, who. 
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lu)vvcv<T, nuMiiit to have taken three thousand, rAther 
than l)reuk oii* the* bar;j:aiii. “ It’ I <^\\c iliee five 
thousand,'’ returned the khan, ‘‘ thou wdt be well re- 
paid for thy |)ielen(h*d loss mioii the <^’old rupees* 
Conic lo-jinorrow, and tliou shalt leeeive tlu* inoriey, 
i wish thee to depail euiUented ; and thereroie thou 
shali n;et‘ivc a diesN cd’ honour and a horse.” Ta- 
vernif'r was eontent, and hav hit;* entreated his l)i<;‘hncss 
to send luin an userul beast, since Ik; liad tar to travel, 
cnade tlui usual obeisance and took his leave. 

Next day tlie kelat and the horse were sent. With 
the former, which was really handsome and valuable, 
our truv(4U‘r was vvell satisfied ; and the horse, which 
wjis decked with ^reen velvet housinp^s with silver 
fringe, likewise seemed to answer his expectations. 
When, iiowcver, he was l)roup:ht into the court of the 
Jiouse, and a youri^ Dutelimaii s[)runp^ upon his back 
to try his nu‘tile, he began to rear and plimge and 
Iciek ill so powerful a manner tliat he shook down the 
rool’ of a small shed vvliieh stood in the yard, add put 
the life of his rider in imminent jeopardy. Ob- 
serving this, Tavernier commanded the animal to' be 
returned to tlie prince ; and when lie went to the 
palace in order to express his thanks and take his 
leave, he related the vvlutle circumstanee, adding that 
he feared his highness had no desire that he sh,)uid ex- 
ecute the commission with which he had intrusted 
him. Upon this the khan, who could nor. restrain his 
lauixhter during the whole narration, commanded a 
large' Persian horse, which had- belonged to his 
father, and wi«ien young had cost five thousand 
crowns, to be brought forth rca(?y saddled and 
bridled, and desired the traveller to mount at once. 
Tavernier uheved, and fimiid that, although upwards 
of twenty-eight years old, this horse w^as the finest 
pacer he had ever beheld. ‘‘ Well,'' said the khan, 
“ are you satisfied ? This beast will not break your 
neck,’' In addition to this he presented him with a 
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of CashtiKTC* apjjlos, aiul 'u TVrsiim inolon, so 
t*x([iiisite that tiiey wcav at irast wort-h ii liuudrod 
rupt'cs. The horse, old as he Avas, he afterwards^sold 
at (iolconda for fifty ])ouiids 

Ha,viii^ ecjiieluded his ne^ofialioiis at Snrat, he set 
out upon his journey to Tlic <liaiiu>od-mines ;• and 
passini^, aiuonj;' other lovviiV, throuL;h Navu[)OOr, 
wh(‘reiie found llu‘ riee, whieh lu^ n'l^ardf'd as the best 
ill the world, slfj^htly scented witli jnu^k, and throui;!;^ 
Dovvlutabad, one of the strongest fortresses in llin- 
dostan, arrived in about two months at (ilolconda- 
This kingdom, whie^ vnus tlien a pp\v(‘rful and inde- 
[)eiid(;nt stifte, (‘ontained un*abfindane# of fertile lands, 
numerous Hocks an<l herds, and many small 
whieh funuNlied inexli.uistibk* supplies of fisl^. liaiig- 
nuggur, the capital (the modern Hyderabad), vulgarly^ 
called (:lolconda, from the fortress of llmt name in the 
vicinity, in whieh the king resided, was then a city of 
recent <'onstru<‘tiou ; but nevertheless contained a ninn- 
her of* fine buildings, several admirable caravansaries, 
Tnos(pu.‘s, and pagodas, and the streets, though nn- 
]>aved, were broad and handsome. Upon the roof of 
the palaee were gardens, in whieh grew immense trees, 
yi(ddirig a large and gratefuj shade, but menacing to 
crush the structure with iheir weight. Here stood a 
pagoda* whieh, had it lic^lm completed, would not only 
have been the largest in all India, l)ut one of the 
boldest structures in Asia, or jicrhaps in the world. 
The stones employed pi this building wore all of very 
large dimensions ; Kit then% was one^of such prodi- 
gious size that it requhed^five yeats •to lift it out of 
the quarry, as nuiny more to draw it to the *jDagoda, 
and a, carriagti with fourteen hundred ox(*n ! That a 
temple oommonced upon such a scale, and with such 
materials, should be left unfinished, was not greatly 
to be wondered at ; and accordingly it w^as never 
completed. 

The population of this city with its extenswe 
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suburbs, ihoupjh iioi exactly stated, must have been 
very coiisideruble, since the number of licensed cour- 
tesahs amounted, as he was informed, to twenty 
thousand, tlie major, My of whom inhabited small huts, 
where by Aay th(‘y mij^ht always be seen standing at 
the door, while* a lamp of lightc{l candle was placed 
by night to light the palssenger to his min. The prin- 
cipal of these women pn^sented themselves every Friday 
J>efore the king, as was, according to Bernier, the 
custom likewise at Delhi, wdien, if his majesty per- 
mitted, they exhibited their skill in dancing; but if 
he wort' better cinployed they wy're commanded by 
the principal e much ‘lO 'retire. These llidies, who 
wfc'i\ under the especial protection of the monarch, 
appear to taave been peculiarly devoted to their illus- 
^trious jiaimij : for when liis majesty was upon one 
oc(‘asion returning to .his capital from MasuUpatain, 
nine of these faithful servants contrivccl to imitate 
witli their bodies the form of an elephant ; four enact- 
ing the legs, another four the body, and one the pro- 
boscis ; and, ret'eiving their prince upon their back, 
bore him in triuinjdi into the city ! Both sexes here 
possessed a high degree of personal beauty ; and, ex- 
cepting the ])easantry, \yho of course were rendered 
somewhat swarthy by their exposure to the sun, were 
distinguished for the fairness 8f their complexihns. 

Though he liad undertaken this long journey ex- 
pressly for the purpose of visiting the diamond-mines, 
many [)orsons, apparently both here and elsewhere, 
endeavoured to dissuade him fnhn carrying his de- 
sign ilito execution, by feav^*ul pictures of the mine 
districts; which, it was said, could only be approached 
by the most dangerous roads, and were inliabited by 
a nicl(^ and haibarous ]K)pulation. However, as he 
was never deterred by the fcan of danger from pur- 
suing his plans, these representations w^ere ineffectual. 
The first mine which he visited was that of Raolcorida, 
fiv,e days’ journey distant from Golconda, and eight 



JEAN EAPTISTE TAYPHINTER. .179 

()#ie cvoniiio;, sbortly after his arrival, oiir traveller 
ac costed by a banyan of moan appearance, whose 
vliole apparel consisted of the miserable haiidkercjiicf ‘ 
whic'li was tied about his head, and^his f;irdle, or cuin- 
lueibmul, wlio, afU'r the usual salutation, sht liimself 
down by his side, Tavernier' had lonji', learned pay 
hut little attcuition to exteriors in this class of peojde, 
since I’.e had found that many of them, whose* aj)pear- 
ance denoted t'Xtmne povertv, and iiii^ht have ex- 
citc'd the ch;uiiid)le feeliiij^s of the passer by, never- 
theless eairied concealed about tlu'ir persons a 
eolh'etlou of diamonds, wliicli those wlio pitied tlnmi 
would have* been extremely proud* t^) ]>o»sess. lie 
then fore eondueted himself politely towards the 
y;m, w ho, altc'r few civilities had [lassed bctWi^en tnem, 
iiicjuiied llirouiih the inleipretor whether he would 
like to pmehase* a lew rubies. Havinj:^ n^plied that he 
should be ^lad to (‘xamine theni, the banyan drew 
hath fiom bis girdle about twenty rub’y ring's, which 
nur travel 'or said w(‘re tcjo small for his purpose, but 
that nevertheless he woidd purchase one of them. Aia 
fhe inerehant seemed to u ^ard the atteiulan(',e of the 
j^ovenior’s ser\ants as a lestraint upon his actions, 
bothe r conversation was delayed until eA'i*ninir j)ra;jer 
>lK*uld have < alled lliem to The mosepie ; but three 
only attetfided to the* imi^zziii’s summons, the fourth 
0‘iuaiuin<^- to enact the spy duriiij^- their absence. Ta- 
vernier, lK)we\\ir, whom a long’ residence in the east 
Ivad rendered politic, now suddenly recollected tlial 
he was in want of brr^itl; a nd^ the trusty Moli^ynmedai] 
being desj)atched in quyst of it, he alonc*witli 

his interpreter and the merchant. Ajisoon as the spy 
^vas dejiurted the Indian began to untie his long liair. 
"hieh, according to custom, he wore plaited in many 
it fold upon the crown of his head, and as it parted and 
fell down upon his 'shoulder a tiny packet wrapped in 
it linen rag dropped out. This proved to be a diamond 
t>f singular size and beauty, which Tavernier, when 
N 2 • 
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it wa^ \}Ut into liis .liaiuls, rci:::cU(lofl wltli l1»o prrL*SLt(‘st 
iiiti'H'st and cinij.sity. \\)n lU'fd not,” s^aid tin* 
banyan, “ iininsc youiself with ( xaniinintr tiio stone 
at pri'senl. T(i-niono\v, if yon will innet me alone at 
nine o’elf^jek in tlio inoinine:, on llu‘ ontsi(l(‘ of the 
to\vn, yon may view it at \onr leisuie.” He tlien 
stated' tlie exaet pi ice tof his irem and departed. Ta- 
vtnnier, wlio mov eo^eted this stoin' with the ea<^‘cr- 
ni'ss and ])asMon of a lov(‘r, did not* fail to re])a!r to 
*ihe sp(jt at tlu' apj)oin1ed moment, with the necessary 
Sinn of i;old pa;j:odas in his ba<;' : and after eonsidcr- 
al)l(‘ nee'ol iation siu‘<‘(‘eded in making' it his oun. 

days aft'er this IJorliniafe [iui(‘h;j,^e, while InV 
I'-varl was elate witli sneeesb, luid iiatteied with self- 

etaijiritiijation"', In? rt‘M'ived a letter f ' 

wliieh ea.4 a shadow over his piospc‘<‘ts. It (‘aiiH‘ fioiii 
•'the person Nvith whom he had intinsti'd Ins money, 
and informeif him tliat on the very day aftin* he liad 
reeeiv(‘d his tmst lu‘ Iiad l)een altaekt'd with dy-smi- 
tery, whieli, he doubted not, woidd speedily canduct 
him to tlie <sjnave. He therefore mitieated Tavcnnier to 
hasten to the s])f)t, in (wder to taki* eliartre of his own 
pj'opc'ity, which, he assured him, vonhl now b(' far 
from seeuie; that slioidd he ain\e in lime, he would 
fnfd it sealed np in and placed in a certain 

chamher ; but that, as at fuiitliest he had buVtwo days 
to live, not a monn'iit onjrht to in* hist. Not haviiu:; 
as \(‘t c impleted his purchases, for In' had still twenty 
thorn and pa<^o(las nnemploycd, he was in some pcr- 
jdexity lespi'ctinj!^ tin* course lie /night to pursue; lint 
as tU? (Ianger*vvaj; coiisideiablc, he at. length resolved 
to set .out at qnc(‘. It Being itaperative upon him, 
however, tii^t to pay the loyal dues upon wdial he had 
bought, he immediately rcpuireil to the governor to 
perform this duty, and to take his leave, J5y tliis 
man’s g(iod otliccs he was enabled* at once to employ 
the renraindei of his capital ; which having done, he 
departed in all haste for Golconda, with apprehensions 
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|*iliucrt‘ in his mind, and ;i Imnj:' jounu'v iKdoro liim. 
Tf> hij? satVl’v in the doimiii<ni> rtl' ih-ajanoor, 

ii)r Linvenior Jirtlu ndne'^ hud ^ruiiti d him a i;iiafil ol* 
>i\ *aiis<‘i!K‘n, and llins esc'orted hv j>n.>hed on rapidly, 
in due tum- he aniNed at (Jolecnda, and ‘;(>inL;‘ slraaa,iit 
<o\\aid^ his ^oich-Mi /ct h/r/t^ ioinid the e>iaiubcr m which 
in-.we.dth luid heen th |in.>iled locked, and >ealed with 
Ivvo s\'iis, (hat oT t!n‘ kadi, .md lliat (>l‘ tlu‘ chief of 
die nieiehanl's, (‘oiiespomlenl havnii;' l»een deaj 
lliri'e das''. His a]>|nehensi“n and alarm, h(' now 
idnnd, had all l)cen m\'dli‘s.s ; ior, upoi} pniviui:,' hi.s 
‘i:dit lo tile mom‘\^ wlfudi it v\a^; not diiVienU for 
him to do/1ns |>ro|uat\ wa^ rt‘sloretkto him ^vilhout 
delay, ^ 

This sad afVaii lH‘lni> concin<le(i,»lie s(‘t ouf upon his 
visit to the mines ot‘ ( 'olour, seviu tla\s’ journey eas^ 
of (hileoiida, or ITyderahad. • These ^iven' situated 
upon a ])lain. Hanked on om* side hy ,a river, and on 
tile other by lofty m.nmtains, which swept round in 
(lie form of a haif-moou. The discovery ol‘ tliese 
'nines was made by a ])easant, who, turning up llie 
M»d for th(‘ pui‘pos(‘ of sowing millc't, perceived a small 
pmntecl sjiarkling stone at his h'et, vvhicii he piekecl 
up, and carry ing to Ciolconda, found an honest n^er- 
chaiit who disclosed to Imn (lie value of his treasure, 
d'lie disf’overy was soon rumoured about; ruereliaiits 
und speouhit^^rs crowded to the spot, and geins of the 
most extraonlinary nragnitnde and beauty, the eijual 
of wliieh had mwer hefoic been seen, were dug up out 
of the earth of this'plaiii, amoii^ others that fa- 
mous diamond yf A'Aruiigzebe, A^lifcu when rough, 
weighed nine liuiiflied earats. When they would 
judge r;f the water of a diamond the Hindoos of Cadour 
placed a lamp in a small ajiertuie in a wall by night, 
iuid holding the .stom* between their fingers in the 
stream of light thrown out by the leimp, thouglit they 
t'ould thus discern its beauties or defects more cer- 
tainly than by day. 
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Upon Ills arrival i\t Colour upwards of sixty ifiou- 
sand persons, men, women, and children, were at 
worh upon the plain, the men beiu^ employed in 
disrg:ine; up the ('arth, and their wives and chddren in 
cavryinjjj it to thes])ot wIutc it was sifted for the jewels. 
Neve^-theless, many of the stones found here fell in 
pieces under the whei l ; and a remarkahly large one, 
which was carried to Italy 1)Y a Jew, and va!jcd at 
thirty thousand piasters, burst into nine pieces while 
it was polishing at Venice. 

Tlve third mine, the most ancient in India, was 
situated near Sumbhulpoor, in Cundwav\a, at that 
period included, according to Tavernier, m the king- 
of Bengal. The diamonds were liere found in the 
sands of tfhe MahaiMiddy, near its confluence with the 
Hebe; but our traveller strangely travesties the name 
of this river into Goitc/, and, indeed, generally makes 
such havoc with names that there is often much difli- 
culty in discovering what places are nu‘ant. Jlow- 
cver, when the great rains, which iisually took place 
in December, were over, the river was allowed the 
whole month of January to clear, and shrink to its 
ordinary dimensions, when large beds of sand were 
left uncovered. The inhabitants of Sumbhulpooi , and 
of another small town in the vicinity, then issued forth, 
to the number of eight lhousi*iul, and be gan to ex- 
amine the appearance of the sands. If tjiey ]> 'rccived 
upon any spot certain small stones, resembling what 
are called thunder- stones in Fainope, they immediately 
concluded that there weretgems cbneeak'd below ; and 
having enclosed a' considei;'ibb sparse witli pole s and 
fascines/ began to scoop up the sand, and convey it 
to a place prepared for its rece])tion u])on the shore. 
Hamilton, and other modern autliorilies, however, 
observe, that the diamonds are 'found in a matrix of 
red chiy, which is washed down among heaps of earth 
of the same colour from the neighbouring mountains, 
and that in the sand of the same riv ulets whicJi contain 
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the 5j(‘ins considerable quantities dF gold are likewise 
discovered. 

1 leave here throwni together the result of several 
visits to the diamond-mines, to avoid tlic necessity of 
Teturning again and again, after the inauiftT of our 
trav(;ller himself, to the sJime spot;^aiid shall now 
aecomjiany him throiigh SniAt to Agra and 'Delhi. 
Havim^ returned to Surat with his jewels and advan- 
tageously disposed of a part of tluiin in that city, he 
dejiarted with the R’lnainder for the capital. At Jin'*- 
roehe, in (Tuzerat, he witnessed the astonishing per- 
formances of those jni;‘^h*rs, whose achievements have 
been tbe w^juder of iravelbu’s, from* jlie days of Me- 
gastheues down to the pn‘senl moment, and in a 
barons age might well justify the faith of njanktiid in 
the powers of magic. The first teat tliey performed 
was to make the chains with wdiich thei^r bodies were? 
encircled red-hot, by means of*au immense tire which 
th(‘y had kindled, and the touch of these they hore 
withoht shrinking, or seeming to feel any thing beyond 
a slight ineoiivenieiice. They next took a small piece 
of wood, and having planted it in the earth, dmnaiided 
of one of the bystanders what fniit th(‘y should cause 
it to produce. The eompanv replied that they wished 
to see maiufocs. One of tlie jugglers then wra|ij)ed 
himself* in a sheet, am^ crouclnal down to the earth, 
several times in siicees'iion. Tavernier, wdiom all this 
diablerie defighted exc’cediugly, ascended to the win- 
dow of an upper ehaniber for the purpose of be- 
holding more (listimrtly thc,whole pro(‘eedings of the 
magician, and througli a rent in tlie ^heet saw him cut 
himself under flu? arms* with a razor, and, rub the 
piece of wood with his blood. Every time he rose 
from his crouching ])osture the bit of wood grew visi- 
bly, and at the third.time branclu'S and buds sprang 
out. The tree; which had now attained the height 
of five or six feet, was next covered with leaves, and 
then with flowers. At this instant an English clergy- 
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man arrived, rxTrnnnain-t* laki»ij»' ])hu‘o at the 
liouse of om^ of onr minilrMiu'n, iiiitl |jerr(M\ in 
Avbat pnu ru'i'i the juir^^Uas weu* ct)ininaiifled 

thenj instantly to (h‘>ist, tlireatmin^' the witole ot 
the Euroi'.aaiis (ac'sc nt with ^‘Nclusion troiii t!u‘ holy 
c'oniintinioij if thev pei\sis'(Ml lu <*m‘onra‘^in^ the (Jia- 
bolic al arts of sorceu‘ 1 *'; and niat^icians. The /eal ol 
this hoT-lieaded so?i of tlx* ( limvh ])Ut a stop to the 
eAhihitioii, and prevent(‘d onr Iravelh't' from helioldiiitj; 
Ki(i erownijii;’ iniraeh*. Tlie pt‘aeoe!v, which is found 
in a shite of narure in all parts of Hindiistaii, was at 
that pi'riod ]>eiadiarly plentiful in tlu‘ neiuhhonrliood 
of Canihiiy and Ixirochi^ ,and its flesh W'hen Noimg’ 
consiilered eipial to that of t Ik* turkey* Being- 
exeec'ilinglv wild and timid, it eould only be ap- 
proached Tiy niehl,'wlu*n many (urious aits were put 
Ia praelieo for taking it. 

The next coNisnh'rabie city al which 1 k‘ arrivixl was 
Ahrnedahad, \vh(‘r(‘, duiing his stav a \i*ry extraor- 
dinary eircmnstaiiee took place, which was luu*g the 
subject of wonder in that part of the country. Over 
the river whieli flows liy this city there was no bridge. 
The richer and more gxmtecl ])art of tlu* population, 
however, passed the stream in large boats which plied 
cont'hiually for passeiigefs ; but the peasantry, who 
grudged or eould ill ati'ord the expeiisi*, swivii over 
upon inflated goat-skins; and wlicm they happened 
to have their rinldren wilii them they werfc put into so 
many large earthen pots, which the swimmers ])nshed 
before tliem with llieir hainls. peasant and his 
wife ci;,ossiiig tho river in this manner, with their only 
child in a pot before thein,'Tound <abt)ut the middle 
of the stream a small sandbank, upon which there was 
an old tree tliat had been rolled down by tlie current. 
Here, being somewhat exhausted^^ they pushed the pot 
towards the tree, in the hope of being able to rest a 
moment; but before they had touched the bank a 
serpent sprang out from among tlie roots, and in an 
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iTisf;wn L’^ini<‘(i into the pot to tlui eiiild. Stnpflied 
wilh lejr an;l hornn th(‘ piireiils a'lowrfj the pot to 
ilt.dt away vMtli the enrreiit, uiui liavin;^ reinaim^d liali- 
(te:«(l at t!i<^ loot ot l]i(‘ tn‘{‘ lorsoau* tinH‘, i‘oimiL tqxm 
{lie reeowM V of then* ^eii^es, that their ehild had either 
viiiik Ml theslrt'am, or Hoate^l, Heaven only knew whi- 
t]j<T. 'rin* little It'liow in tin* ]>ot ainl Ins sevpinil, 
iiowexej, sailed leernlv down lhi‘ river tOLTelher, and 
ii'id alre ady )jMK»(‘ede'l ahoul two leaa'ties towards the 
sea, whiMi a Hindoo and his wife, who wine hat lunj^ 
upon the edu’i' of the stream, saw the ehild’er head 
|iee[Mn”' onl ofllui pot, Idio husband, proinpU’d by 
iiuinanily, i. tuned iatilv swai^i ogat, aifd^ overtaking’ tlie 
ehild in his sinj^nlar little in st, [luslied it, before 
lownu'ds the shore. I^ut no sooner was ihi'^aet^ per- 
formed than he found bitter eanse^lo repent that be 
had aeliK'ved it, for the serpent, wliieli h'^id Ininnlessly* 
culled round Ins little fellow-v()yae:ei down the cur- 
rent, now darted from the |K#t, and •vvnuline’ its(‘lf 
roiiiul ^he bodxy of the Hindoo’s (‘hild, iinmoiliatcly 
it, and caused its death. Suj)])osiina: that Pro- 
vidiMice liad deprivcMl them of one child only to make 
way for another, they adoptial th(‘ stranG:er, and con- 
sidered him as their own. Put the slranyencss ot tlie 
event exeirme: p*eat astonishment in ih(‘ (‘onntry, Mio 
news at ieniLvtli reaidicd the real father oi tlie child, 
who forthwith came and demanded his oHspring^, 
The adoptive father resisting tliis demand, the affair 
was brought before* the kin^’, who very properly ad- 
jial^ed tlic infant U) ’its ir^tural parent, thon^’h, by 
"laving- its life, the oth^’r had eertaiii! y ♦acquired #;onie 
claim to it, the ^nftre especially as by eticetinji: his 
fJ«rj)ose he had accidentally rendered himself childless. 
On lus arrival at Delhi, our traveller assiduously 
applied himself to business, and having; disposed of 
his jewellery to his satisfaction, partly to the Great 
M-Ogul, and partly to his courtiers, repaired to court to 
^akc his tinal obeisance to the monaich before his 
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departure. The euiperor, who loved to oxhibi;, his 
riches and iTiai;nifircnce to stran<^crs, particularly to 
those Avho were likely to be dazzled, and to render an 
inflated account of them to the world, caused him to 
be intbrirt(*(l that he wished liiin to nmiain durini^ the 
approaching festival in honour of his birthday, when 
the annual ceremony of asctTtainini^ the exact weight 
of his royal j)erson was to take place. It was jiow the 
first of November, and the festival, which usually lasted 
five days, was to bej^in on the fourth ; Imt the pre- 
parativins, wliich had been commenced on the seventh 
of September, were now nearly comi)lctcd, and all 
Delhi looked for^^ard witji joy to the app.oaehin^ re- 
4tii.ciiigs. The two spacious courts of the palace were 
cove'ied b)fty tents of crimson velvet, in\vrou<^ht 
with ^old, the immense poles which sustained them, 
•‘many of which were forty feel hijjjh, and of the thick- 
ness of a ship's mast, were eased with solid [dates of 
silver or ^old: Around the first court, henciath a 
rarnj^e of porticoes, were luunorous small clujfmbers, 
destined for the oinrahs on ^uard. Between these, on 
the days of tlic festival, the spectators mov(*d into the. 
ainkas, or e^reat hall of audiemH*, whiidi, tOi>^elher 
with the pea(‘ock throne, I shall describe in the life of 
Bernier. The emperor, ^Dein^ seated u[)on his throne, 
a troop of the most skilful cWnciiiL!^ j^jirls wasi brought 
in, who, with gestures and motions more voluptuous 
than the ancient performers of the Cliarronomia ever 
practisi'd, amused the imagination of the monarch and 
his courtiers, and excited ^the ainuzcinmit of foreigners 
at tlu* licenc(■s^^f jni Asiatic co^nrt. On both sides of 
the tlir 9 ne were fifteen iibrses,*- wSth bridles and 
housings crusted with diamonds, rubies, jicarls, and 
emeralds, and lield each by two men ; and shortly 
after the coimncmeemcnt of th(^ ceremony, seven war- 
elephants, of the largest size, caparisoned in the most 
gorgeous style*, were led in one after the other, and 
caused to make the circuit of tlie hall : wdieri they 



JEAN BAPTISTE TAVrtlVTEIl, 1.87 

came opposite the throne, each in* his turn made his 
obeisance to the sovereign, by thrice lowering his 
trunk to tlie floor, and accompanying each inoviuncnt 
by a loud and piercing cry. Tins exhibition being 
concluded, the (unperor arose, and retired \Vith three 
or lour of the principal onnfichs into tjic harem. At 
an auspicious moment during the festival, a large pair 
of seahis was brought into the ainkas, the emj)eror’s 
weight was aserfrtaiin'd, and il‘ greater than on the 
preceding year, singular rejoicings and triumjihant 
shouts took place; i)iit if, on the, contrary, hisiiTajesty 
was found to be legs unwieldy than lieretofore, tlie 
event w^as rt^garded with apprehensK>o^and sorrows 

Twt) or three days previous to the barometry of 
mogul, our traveler enjoyed the flattering {i^iviffgeof 
beholding the imperial jewels. Having been first ad- 
mitted to an audieiu'c, he was led by on^, of the prin-^ 
cipal courtiers into a small chamber contiguous to the 
hall of audience, whither th(* unrivalh'd collection of 
gems was brought for his inspection by four eunuchs. 
They were laid out like fruit in two large wooden 
bowls, highly vaniisliod, and e\(iuisitely ornamented 
with delicate gold(‘n foliage. They were then un- 
covered, counted over tUric’e, and as many lists of 
them made out by three different scribes. Tavcrifier, 
wlio victved all these tliAigs with the eyes of a jeweller, 
rather than as a traveller, curious to observe, and ex- 
amine, scrntinizcd them piece by piece, descanting 
upon their mercantlle^value, and the modes of cutting 
and polishing by wltieh the^^ might have, been rendered 
more beauliiul. In this mood he f«d^tb‘d his eye# u]K)n 
diamonds of incoftiparablc magnitude and lustre; 
upon cliains of rubies, strings of orient pearls, ame- 
thysts, opals, topazes, and emeralds, various in form, 
and each reflecting additional light and beauty upon 
the other. 

Having beheld these professional curiosities, he left 
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ll}(' r!iot:;iil ;prd {>r()ccn*il<*(l by Hk‘ ordinary roulc 

1()w;u(!s B<‘n'i<d. 'riii* (iiUicrcs, wtiore be eios>e<l it, 
in eompiuiv with rxTiTKT, be Ibinid no iare;<'r tliiui tlh' 
Some oj»|> 0 'i 1 e the ^ 40 ^vr(^ an stream 

A\’bieb se’^'urily (b‘s<‘rves ibe name of a livei. At 
Benare'^ be observed tbe^ narrowest streets and live 
lofVx'sT bouM s wbieb b\‘ bad seen in Hindustan, a eii- 
<minslane(‘ rennirked by all travellers, and, amj>ie 4 tbe 
rest, b\ llelx'r, wbo says, ‘‘ 1 b(‘ bo'usrs are ino>.lly 
lofty; none,! tbink, less than two stories, most of 
tbrv*e,*'and si'vc'ral of Hve or six, a si^^Iit wlneb 1 now 
lor tbe first tinn* saw in India. 'riit‘ streets, like those 
of ( ■bester, are e(>nsideral^*y lower than fiu* j^round- 
^Jkiors of tbe lionses, wbicli liavc mostly arched rows in 
fioiilVvitb shops lK‘bind them. Above these the 
honsi's ate riebly ernhelbsbed with verandahs, i:;allO“ 
Vies, projeetn'^ oriel windows, and very broad and 
ovtM-banani^ eiwes, supported l)y carved l)raelvOts/* 
Tin* opposite si(b‘s of tbe stret t stand so near to each 
other in many places, that they are united by '^-alle- 
ries. The nuinbcT of stone and bnek houses in the 
city are iijrwards of twelve thousand, of clay bons(*s 
sixteen thousand; and tire pO[)uIation, in 1803, eon- 
sidiiiabiy exceeded half a million. Benares, aecord- 
in^‘"to the Brahmins, forms no part of the terrestrial 
globe, but n*sts upon the tR usand-headed 'serpent 
Anavta, or l^teriiity : or, aceording to others, (ui the 
point of Siva’s tricient, and hence no eartlupiakes arc 
ever felt there. The (ilreat I.iiigani, or Phalli(*s, of 
Benares, is said to he a petrifaeBon of Siva himself; 
and the worshiji this einblem of the godhead so 
generally prevails here, that the cify contains at least 
a million images of the langarn. This holy city, the 
Brahmins assure us, was originally built of gold, but 
for the sins of mankind it was successively degraded to 
Slone, and brick, and clay. 

From Benares he proceeded through Patna and 
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linjiVJilx'l fo Daca, tlion a flourishing rlty : wliriK’C, 
!i;»\ inij: dis])ns(‘(l of numerous jowr Is to the Na\val\ he 
)t't limed to Delhi. 

'fo avoid repi'titions and perple\i)u^ breaks in#the 
inr. alive, J hav(‘ ])aid no attention <o the daje <d his 
to this or tliat eily;^ai)d, indeed, so <‘Oid'u'<(*(l 
\ver(* his notes and his rneinorv,,that heuJoi'S not veem 
to (ia\e known very well himself dnrinjj; whieh of Ids 
jonnn \^ inanv jc'vents which Ik‘ relates took ])l.ice. 
Into the particulars of his voyap:e to CVylon, Sumatra^ 
and Java, it is unnecessary to enter, iuok* fu^ and 
enmnis accounts of tliose islands occurrini;' in other 
travelh'rs. 

On his return to France his Itflh visit to the^ 

•‘ast, he married an uricient damsel, to bonv^v an 
<'[)ilh('t from Ibirke, merely froia e.rat'itiKfii to her 
lather, who was a jeweller, and liad rendert^d hin^ 
't'veral essential services. AlU‘r this he iindcitook 
one more jounK'V into Asia, with mmyhundise to the 
value vf four hundred tliousand livres, consisting ol 
i iinous clocks, crystal and a*^ate va.scs, pt^arls, and 
other jcwelh'i’y. This expedition occupied him six 
vears, durimj; which lie advanced further towards the 
ea.st than lie had hitherto done; and having: in this 
and his otlu-r journeys amasswl considerable vvcaltlv lie 
returned with a splcndijJ assortmemt of diamonds to 
l'ran(‘(* ^havin':; been en^ai^ed upwards ot torty years 
m travellinpi Disposin<>; ol these jewels advan- 
ta<reously to the French kinj;i^, who granted him a pa- 
tent of nobility, he ncnv conceived that all his waiider- 
iie^'swere at an endt and bv^gan to tlynk of enjoying 
the wealth he hi^l puiVFaf^cd with^scT rnueh time, and 
toil, and difficulty. Experience, however,* had not 
rendered him wise. Puffed up with the vanity in- 
spired by his patent of nobility, his whole soul was 
BOW wrapped up in vis’lons of luxury and magnificence. 
He rented a splendid house, set up a carriage, and 
hired a number of valets. The nobility, who no doubt 
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devoured iri>^ udvmtures and bis dinners with (;qua] 
greediness, lloekc'd" about him, invited, caressed, flat- 
tered, and rnined him. 

j,jjvt* ]ik<* voUrsflf, was now iny lady’s word ! 

H.'i was [)ifevailed upon by some of his noble 
friends, who supposed him to be ])Ossessed of the 
W(‘allii of ('ro sns, to ]iur(‘liase a l>arpnial <*astle and 
^‘State near Lyons, the repairs of which, united with 
tlu‘ absurd e\penses of liis household, ipiiekly tinea- 
tened to j)lunge him into the poverty ami ohseurity 
from whieJi he originally rosc‘. "Fo a(‘eel('i;atc tins un- 
iiapj)y catastrophe, unitodbtedly owing j)riiicipally to 
Tins o^ni folly, his neph(‘\v, to whose management he 
had intiurded a valualde v(Mituri‘ in the hopij of re- 
trieving his shattered fortune, pioved dislionest, mar- 
ried, and remuined im the cast, appropriating to his 
own us(‘ the property of his uncle. To increase the 
constei nation eaused in Ins family by these private 
calamities, it was rumoured that the ('diet of Nantes 
was about to be n'voked, whudi induec'cl liim imiru'di- 
ately to dispose of his estate, and ])repare to emigrate 
with tin; great body of the Protestants out of France. 
Tiqic for proper negotiations not ])eing allowed, the 
barony was sold for eonsideiT^])ly less than it had ('ost 
him ; and every tiling now goiiig improsperously with 
our nobhi jeweller,' his family retircxl to ti*3erlin, while 
he repairecl, in an obscur(Mnanner,.to Paris, in quest of 
funds for another journey into tike east. 

Tavernier w^as now in llis eighty-third year, broken 
in spfrits, ruined ii*i fortune>an\l Iv'iubug beneath the 
effects of ago; but his courage had not forsaken him. 
He succeeded by dint of great exertions in getting 
together a considerable! venture, and departed for 
Hindostaii by way of Russia a\id Tartary. That he 
arrived safely at Moscow is tolerably certain ; but in 
this city we Idse siglit of him ; some writers affirming 
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tlui^ he died llicn*, while others more ('onfidently 
iissert that, huviiiL'’ sjieot sonic time iit this ancient 
capital ol‘ lliissia, he continued his jouniey, and cm- 
l)ark(‘d with his rneichandist* in a haiU n]H>ii the Vft»l^'a, 
with the design <>1* (k'scendini; tliat rivi^r to th(‘ '\'as~ 
j>iaii S(‘a. Wlietlier this wretched bark /bun(h‘r(‘d in 
the stream, or, which is more prol cable, %was plundered, 
ami its crew ami ])as>einj:ers massacred by tlie Tartars. 
IS whaf has never been ascertained. At all events, 
'i’avcrnier here* disa))pears, for no tidings of him (w^r 
reached France fiom that time. He is supposed to 
have died in J()8.0, r)i 1()8(). 

His woiks have ^*)ne through st^^^eral editions, and 
may he consulted with adv'anla^e bf tlie students of 
Asiatic manners, thom^h the style, whieh is yiat oi*’ 
some misc'i ahle eompiUa- whom he.*i'm played to dii;est 
his rouii;h nu‘inuirs, he intolerably bald and enervate^ 
while the nielhod and arranj^mneut air perhaps the 
woist that eouid have heem adojited.^ Had he coii- 
lent(‘d himself with the simph‘ fuirn of a journal, nar- 
rating* events as they oecurred, and doseribing things 
as they presented themselves to his notice, h(‘ could 
not have been more proli\, ahd would undoubtedly 
have rendered his work more agreeable and useful. 
As a traveller, he is uiidoubtvdly eiitillcd to the pi^^iiso 
of entejpiise and perseverance; no dangeis a|)palled, 
no misfortunes depressed him; but bis remarks are 
ulw’ays rathe** the remarks of a trader than of a tra- 
veller. Wealth was his grand object ; knowdedgeaud 
fame things of secondary consideration. The former, 
however, he gainetf and lost ; his reputation, though 
lar less brill ianj thaif Ihftit of mafiy other traV*ellers, 
remains to him, and will long remain a monument of 
what can be effected by persevering mediocrity. 
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Rorn about — Died Ififiti. 

Tins (list traveller was horit at Anzors about 

the year "["liouirh edueate.'l for tlu' ijiedieal }>rf)- 

fess'uiii, and aetuated in an extraordinary manner by 
Tlial yrdour for |)hil()s()plii(‘al speculation which iier- 
vadt‘d hi^ liieiary eonti'rnporaric s, li\(‘ passion for 
travtdliicj; jiriwailed over every other; so that, having 
prepined himself by severe study for visitirnj;' distant 
countries watli advantaire, and taken his doelorV de- 
cree at IVIfiriipeiier, he de])arled I’roni lM*aiiee in the 
year J().04, and passed over into Syria. From thence 
lie [)r<>eeeded to where lie remained upwards 

of a \ ear. Jn this country lie assiduously occupied 
hirnsfir in irujuiries respeetiiii;' tiie sources of the Nile; 
thct^iine and manner of ’.»ts rise ; the causes and na- 
ture ol‘ the plau;ue; and tlie fall of that dew which is 
said to deprive its virus of all arti\ity. Beinpf at 
Rosetta, eight or ten days after this dew^had shed its 
mysterious moisture over the eartliv, he had an o])por- 
tunity, which had like to have ciost him dear, of dis- 
covering the absurdity of ‘die popular belief upon this 
subject. He was at suppei'witli ^ p^rty of friends at 
the house of M. Bermon, vice-consul of France, wlien 
three persons were suddenly stricken with the plague- 
Of these, two died in the course of eight days, and 
the third, who was M. Bermon himself, seemed likely 
to follow their example, when our medical traveller 
undertook the treatment of his disease. What medi- 
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nnc-j^ lie iulniinistercd to liis piitn'iiUlie lias not staterly 
hut ho laiieed the pcbti(eroiis pustules .wliieh rose 
upon the skin ; and either liy perronniuL^ this openi- 
tioti, or by iniiaiin^ the infeeted atmosphere ol Uie 
siek eliainher, hiinsell* eamjfht the int’eetion. "Ill e pa- 
tient now recover(‘d, while thii physician in turnjie- 
eam«‘ the prey of diseasti. Whvn Bernier pcTceivod 
liimseir^o be in the pla^ne, the tirst sto}) ho took was 
to swallow an e«ietic ol* butt(‘r of antiimmy, which, 
toj»;olher with the natural force of his consiilulioii,* 
subdued the disorder, and enabled him in the eburse 
ot‘ three or four days to resume his ordinary [uirsiiits. 
Ile was perliaps somewhat Jndebted* ^o his Bt*doiiiii 
attendant for the preservation of his cheerlidness and 
irampiillity durinji; his'illiuvss. This mau^ re^iiffS;, or 
appearing to rely, upon the doctrine ol predestina- 
tion, in order to cheer and eiiconra^’o hiin^ by showins^ 
iiiin how lightly he thought of the matter, used daily 
to eat the remainder of the food which his sick master 
had toitched. 

Having satisfied his /uiriosity respecting Egypt, and 
tisit(*d Mount Sinai and the neighbouring deserts, he 
[iroeceded to Suez, and embarked in an Arab vessid 
for Jidda. The Turkish Bey, then governor of this 
post, liad deluded him with tln^ hope of being able To 
visit Me4*ca and the Kaiiba, places interdicted to all 
Ciiristians ; but having waited for this permissiou 
thirty-four dajs, aiul perceiving no likelihood ol ob- 
taining it, he again ^ lubarked, and sailing for fifteen 
days along the coast, (ff Arabia Felix, or Ycman, ar- 
rived at Mokha, near^the straits , of 'Babel ma*idel. 
During his stay lA tkis’city, he partook of the, hospi- 
tality of Murad, an Armenian Christian, and a native 
of Aleppo, but who laid settled in Abyssinia, whence 
lie was now conic into ^rabia with a number of black 
slaves, to be disposed of for the benefit of the Abys- 
sinian king, from whom he likewise bore the cus- 
tomary annual present whicli that august monarch 
VOL. I. o •* 
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made to the liintilisli and ILast India (*fi*inpa' 

iiics, in tlu of leroiviii};* oiio of L^reuter vahu: in 

rc'turn. ^VIth llio proceeds of the sla\es, Indian iner- 
ch[uidise was pincliased, so that in e\( liaiej;e i’or a few 
useless ?nl)jeets, Ills Abyssinian niajcsty animal ly re- 
cei\ed a largi* (plant it y. of fine* muslins, sjiiees, and 
diainonds. 'vVilh lliis lamest Armenian mercliant 
our travc'liei* had a very eli.iraetei islie trausaetion, 
■vvliieh, altliou|j;h it happened some time alter the visit 
'to Mokha, may very wtdl eoine in lure. Murad, it 
seenr., in addition to his Alejipine wife, niaiiitained a 
harem of Nubian or Abyssinian airls, by one of whom 
he had a son, who, t(.) tlie pure blai'k ec^niplexion of 
.his mother, unVted tliii fine liandsorne features pecu- 
liar - ;i the (‘aucasian race. This nobl(‘ little fellow, 
Murad, who was 'desirous of turning* tlic produce of 
Ids harem to account, offered to sell M. Bernier for 
fifty rupees; but, observing; that his ^uest was ex- 
trcimdy anxious to possess the prize, he siidderdy 
changed his mind, and ndused to part with Ids dar- 
ling“ son for less than three hundred rupees. At this 
strange instance of rapacity our traveller became 
offended and broke olF the negotiation ; though, as he 
tells us, he was peculiarly desirous of concluding the 
btft'gain, as much for tltb sake of the boy, as for the 
pur]>ose of seeing a latlier S(dl his own child There 
seems, however, to ho some reason for suspecting that 
the Armenian was not quite so nearly related to the 
boy as he pretended, his paternity being, in all pro- 
bability, feigned, for the purfose of enhancing the 
pricq of his little slave. 

From Mokha it was Bbrnfer%' Ritention to have 
crossed the lied Sea to the island of Mesowa and 
Arkiko, fioni whence he expected an easy passage 
might be obtained into the country of Habesh or 
Abyssinia. To dissuade him from diis purpose, how- 
ever, Murad and others, who might, perhaps, have 
had some sinister motives for their conduct, assured 
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lnin riiar since the expulsion of the Jc'siiits, effected 
by the ititrigues of the cjueen-inollier, no Korirau C’a- 
tholu* was sceui’c in tlie c*oniitry, where a poor Cayn- 
ehin JViar, who attein])ted to enter it by way* of 
Snakin, Intel recently lost his head.' These' iAiel other 
considerations turned the c'uiTent of his ideas. Ife 
ahaudoiied Africa, and e‘inbarkin{^ on hoard of an 
Indian ship, hound I'or Surat, sought tin? shore's of 
llindostan. • 

Un tlie ariival of uiir traxeller in India, thoscj* 
IViitiieidal \vais botwejeii tlie senisof Shah .lolian, ^hich 
le'nninate.'d with the dethroni'iiunt oi‘ thci iu^ed e'ln- 
j>eror, and tU* ac'cessicin of .^ui;ungz(*lK; to the throne 
of Delhi, haej already eoinmeiieed, and erinfusion, 
terror, and anaie'hy pievaileel throughout jhe (‘iif)»ire. 
Ne‘>ertheless, Ih'rnicr hastened to tfte eraiiitaf, wli.ue, 
liudni^ that jnirtly by iob]>erv, partly'^ by Jhe^ ordinary ' 
expenses of travelling:;, his tinane’es had bi'C'n redue'ed 
tu a very low ebb, he; procured te) be tippointed oiu' of 
the jihyj^icians to the (heat Mo^ul. 

Al)out twelve months before Ih'rnier’s ap]jointnient 
to this ofiiee the ennieior, who. though upwards of 
wenty, was iiiiine>derately addielcHl to the e'xec'sses of 
tlie harem, had become grievously ill from that dis- 
eaxler, it is sujiposed, wliie-h cu\ otf untimely the* c'hl- 
\alrous ri^al of the* Jmij^eicjr Charles V. His four 
^ons, ima^inint^, and all indeed, e xeeptinj^ the eldest, 
aidently desiriftjr, tliat he iiii^ht be drawing near his 
<‘ud, had at oiK-e rusiied to arms, and with })ow'erful 
iinniiinents collected v^*tlK*ir ^various suhalis, or go- 
^^‘rnments, had advanced towards ^hev capital, e^icdi 
iuninated by the h#pe»of opAiing himself a way, to the 
"nusimd thiough the hearts of his brethren. Thedr 
^>attlc*s, negotiations, intrigues, and mutual treachery, 
hioiijih related in a vivid and energetic manner by 
Be rnier, can find no place in this narrative. Aumng- 
^che, having dcfeiate*d and put tej flight the Hajah 
'lessw'unt Singli, was now ad\ancing towards the capi- 
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tal, whon his (‘hkvst brother, Dara, incensed at his 
andaeity, and naturally impatient of delay, advanced 
with the imperial army towards the Chunibul, and that 
ram!;e of mountain passes whi(;h e^ten(ls between the 
Jumna «And (bi/crat. Here a battle was fou<>^h1, in 
whic h Aunmp:/t'be was vieten*. Dara, with 1 he wretched 
remnant of his forces* fled towards Ahmc'dabad, the 
ancient Mohammedan ca])itvil of Giizerat. In this 
mi<erablt‘ plight he was met by lUrnier, whom the 
y>rinee, who had known him at Delhi, and had now 
no m?‘dical attendatit, <*ompcdled to follow in his train. 
In tlie east mi^fo^tune is sinixularly etbeaeioiis in tliin- 
niinj; the ranks^o'f a ]n:lnc/‘’s retinue. l>nra was now 
► aceompanied by little more than two thousand men, 
and Inis^nui^nher, iTK>reover, was daily diminished by 
the peasantry of t'he (‘ountry, a wild and savage* race, 
• W'ho hniiv; nycm his rear, pilla^inp; and muiderinjjj all 
those who lajz^ed fof a moment behind the body of 
th(‘ army. It ‘was now the midst of summer, th(‘ heat 
was tremendous, and the fiiptives, without bairga^o 
or tents, liad to make their way o\<‘r the naked sandy 
plains of Ajmere, by, day exposed to the intolerable 
rays of the sun, and by night to the; dews and chilling 
blasts which somc^tiines issue from the northern moun- 
tabis. However, the prince and his followers pushed 
on rapidly, and now began entertain sonu* hopes of 
safely,, having approaeh(‘d to within one day’s journey 
of Alimedabad, the gov(*rnor of which Niad b(.*en pro- 
moted to the post hy Dvira himsel*f. But the emissaries 
and the gold of Auniiig/ebe fiivl already done their 
work at Alime^laljad. The treacherous governor, on 
hearing of tlie near approach of«tlif; prince, wrote to 
prohibit his drawing nearer the city, informing him 
that if he pc rsistc'd he would find the gates shut, and 
the ])eople in arms against hiip. On the, (‘vening be- 
fore this news was brought to him, Dara had taken re- 
fuge with his liarein in a caravansary, into which, in 
spile, of the natural aversion of all orientals to intro- 
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straiii»:(TS amon^ tlio wonu'ii thoir amlcrun, he 
kindly invited Ihnnier, ap[)reh(‘rulin^ lest the san- 
‘^uiuary peasantry sliould l)eat ont his lirains in the 
darkness. Here it was inelaiielioly lt> see the shif^ to 
\\lnt‘h tins nidortunate prince av as' driven t(^ leave re- 
course ior the preservins^‘, even in this last extreniitv, 
of the dignity of his hari*m ; for, pos?;cssiii^ in^ithei 
tent, n(y' any other effectual eoveriiij^, he caused a few 
sliirht s(‘reens tf) be fixed up, in order to maintain 
some scniblaiK'e of seadusion, and these* werti* kejn 
steady by being- tied to the wheels of Bwiiiei’p 
waggon. 

j\ieanwhik‘, as the deteyiiipatiou^ of the govt*rnor 
of Ahmcdabad was not yet known, flic most intense 
anxiety prevailed among .the fugitives. Every gust 
which moaned along the surronndfng waste^lpy)eared 
to their half-slumbering senses to announce the ap< 
proach of some messenger. Thti hours, Avlucli seem to 
Sit away so rapidly when men artj happy, now ap- 
peared* so many ages. Time and the wheeling stars 
above, their heads seemed to stand still ; .and their very 
souls were sick with expectatit^n. At length, as the 
red dawn began to aj)pear in tlu* east, a single horse- 
man was discovered scouring ar^ross the plain. His 
tidings from Ahmedadab wdt'e such as have been»re- 
lated atovc. Upon heat ing this dreadful intelligence, 
the ladies of the harem, who had hitherto consoled 
themselves wtth the hope of tasting a little repose in 
that city, which had* become a kind of land of promise 
in their eyes, gave fcli^mselves up wholly to despair 
and tears, sobs, and the most passionate lamenb^tions 
burst unrestraimsdlf forthj and brought tcars^ into the 
eyes of many not much used to weeping. Every thing 
was now thrown into the utmost trouble and confu- 
sion. Each person looked at the face of his neigh- 
bour, in the hope of discovering some ray of consola- 
tion, some sign of counsel, forethought, or magna- 
nimity. But all was blank. Not a soul could advise 
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uuy lliino; for tlic ccrnoral svdVty, or knew how to 'avert 
lh(‘ clooTii whieh impended over himself. PrestMilly, 
however, .Dura, half dead A\ith i^rief, came out to his 
pt'{^plc, and addressed himstdf now to on(‘ person, now 
lo aiiotlmr, even to the meanest soldier. D(‘ peret‘iv('d 
that terror had s(‘ized upon evt rv soul, and that they 
wen all ahnnt to aboKflof! him. What was to bo his 
fate ^ Whither <*ould he fly ft was nerej;sary to 
depart instantly. Tin* condition of the army may l)e 
v'onjcctured from that of onr traveller. The wiej:j^()ii 
in whveli Ik; travelled had been drawn ])V three lanj^e 
Gn/(u\it ox('n, one of v\hi('ii had dii‘d on tlie pn*vi()us 
day lH)m fatijrm, another was' now dvfuir, and llie 
^ third u as wholly nnalilc to mov<‘. Nevf*rthel(*ss, the 
primv,', who storxl in iH*ed of his aid both for himself 
and for (hie of his wives, who had Ixxm wounded in tlic 
nle<^, found it absolutely impossible to proeurc either 
horse, ox, or camel, for lus use, and was therefore 
compelled to leave him behinri. Dernier saw him de- 
part with tears in his <‘yes, ar eompanied at most 'V>y four 
or five horsemen, and two elephants said to he loaded 
with silver and <rold. , He strui k (df towards Tetta- 
btikar, through patldess deserts f>l' sand, where, for the 
most part, not a droj) of water was to he found ; and 
thrvngh, as afterwards ap'peared, he actually succeeded 
in reacliing tlie point of d(‘itrnatiori, s(*ven?] of his 
followers, and, indeed, many of his harem, died by 
the way of thirst or fatigue, or Avere muKlered by the 
banditti. ^ 

Dernier, Ixirig thus abanddned by tlie ill-fated 
prince, in a country ovefrun with robbers, was at a 
loss what course to pursue. Thx; *,*ircnmstancos of 
the moment, iiowever, left him no time for delibera- 
tion, for no sooner bad Dara and bis train disappeared 
than our traveller’s waggon was surrounded by the 
banditti, who forthwith c'ommcnc(‘d the work of plun- 
der. Fortunately his servant, and driver preserved 
their presence of mind ; and addressing themselves 
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to tlic manniders, hep;iui to iiHpiireiyliether they would 
thus pilla^(' the efreots of ii mau who was tlio tirst 
physician in the world, and had aln‘ady been de- 
])rivcd of the mosi valuable part of his })roperty*by 
the satidlites of Dara. At the ine^itiou of word 
physician., thesi* fierce bandits, who, like all barbarians, 
eiit<‘rtained a kind of innate reverence fftr the children 
of llscnjapiiis, were rendered as mild as jj:azelles, and 
their hostile inb^tlions w(‘re chan;:!^ed into friendship. 
They now rei»;ard(‘d this second Ihnon as their g^iest* 
and havinj4 detained him seven or eii^ht days, kindly 
furnished him with an ox to draw his waojj;“on, 
and served •him as ^uidcji ^nd wards until the 
towers of Ahinedabad ajjpeared in si^fit. At this city 
lie n'inained several day% wlum an emir retifrnino^ 
theiic(.‘ to Delhi, afforded him the* protection of his 
authority, and enabled him to perform^ the joiirneyi 
with saf(‘ty. The road over wlficdi they travelled ex- 
hibited nunuTous traces of the calamities of the times, 
being ^strewed at intervals with the dead bodies of 
men, elephants, camels, horses, and oxen, the wrecks 
of the wretched army of Dara., 

Anningzebe, having ontwittod and imprisoned his 
lather, was now in possession of Delhi and the imperial 
throne, and exerted all the Ibrce of his versatile tftid 
subtle jj^iiiiis to gain po*sessioii of the persons of his 
enemies. Dara, the principal of these, was soon af- 
terwards betrayed into liis hands, and brought to 
Delhi upon an ele[rhant, bound hand and foot, with 
an executioner bchi^nf him,^who, upon the least move- 
ment was to cut off ii^s head. Wlien he arriv/>d al 
the gate of the (•ity, Aurungzebc began to deliberate 
whether it would be altogether safe, under present cir- 
cumstances, to paradci him in this style through thr 
streets, considering tl^e affection which the ])Cople had 
always borne him ; but it was at length dctermim?d tc 
hazard the step, for the puryiose of convincing those 
who admired liim of his utter fall, and of the couse- 



200 


(EinmATKD TRAVELLERS. 


qiicnt extinction of tlioir hopes. His rich garments, 
his jewelled turban, hisinapufict'nt necklace of pearls, 
had been taken from him, and a dirty and miserable 
drtss, such as would have suited some poor j^room, 
bestow^ed in tlu'lr stevid ; and thus habited, and 
mounted with his littU* san upon a ])0()r half-starved 
elephant, he \Vas led«tlnou^h the streets, lanes, and 
ba/aars of the capital, that the ]>c*ople mijj.ld behold 
the fortune of their favfjurite, and despair of his ever 
•dsiirj,* again. hXpecting that some strange revolution 
or ho-'Tible slaughter would inevitably ensue, Ihanior 
had repairi'd on horseback with a small party of 
friends and two. stout servants, to the gOaiid ba/aar, 
where the most, prodigious crowds were assembled, in 
order, to witness whatever might take place ; but 
although the* miiliitude burst into tears at the sight, 

^ and overwhelmed the wretch who had betrayed him, 
and w’as then on horseback by his side, \vith the most 
dire imprecations, not a sword was drawn, or a drop 
of blood spilt. 

During the course of these public evtmts, Bernier 
became physician to Danekmand Khan, the favourite 
of Aurungzebc. Upon this appointment, he seems to 
have been introduced at court, and presented to tlie 
emperor ; upon which occasion he kissed the hem ol* 
the imperial garment, and oflTered, for so cuntom or- 
dered, eight rupees as a gift to the rich.cst sovereign 
upon earth. lie. was now perfectly at his ehse, enjoying, 
besides a liberal salary, whicli see.ns to have answered 
all his wishes, the friendship oV .the khan, a learned, 
inquisitive, and generous-minded man, who devoted 
those hours, which others spent iir- debauchery, to the 
discussion of philosophical (piestions, and conversa- 
tions on the merits of Descartes and Gassendi. By 
the favour of this nobleman tlje entry to the palace 
w’as open to him on all public occasions. He wit- 
nessed the audience of foreign ambassadors, the 
[lornp of the imperial banquets, and w^as admitted, 



laiAN^OIS BEUNfErfl. • 201 

muter ccrtiiin eireiunstanecs, inta tlie recesses of the 
iiiiren). 

Upon the termination of the civil wars, tlie Ilsbegs 
of Balkli and Samarcand, who, havini:* formerly offered 
a grievous insult to Aurunir'/elx* wIkmj lu* seCmed little 
likely to ascend the imperial mnavitiL laid now some* 
reason to ap]>rcihend the efl’ect?t of his ^(‘sentmerfl:, de- 
spatch^d ambassadors to conaratulati‘ him upon liis 
accession to th(* throne, and to make liirn a tmider of 
their services. When these barl)arians were adfnitted 
to an audience, Bernier, ac'conlini;- to custom^ Avas 
present. Bein^ admitted into the imperial chamber, 
they made, •while y(‘f at a f'o^jsideraible distanei? from 
the throne, their salam to the emperor, after the In- 
dian manner. This ceremony consisjed in» thrice 
]»lacin<;^ the hand upon the liead* and as frefiueiitly 
lowering it to the earth ; after which ^hey advanced 
so near tlie throne that, had h^ cliosen to do so, the 
emperor might have taken their letters* from their own 
hands*; but ihis comi»limeiit he did not condescend 
to pay them, ordering one of his emirs to receive and 
present them to him. Having perused these letters 
Avith a serious air, he caused cacli of the ambassadors 
to be presented with a robe of brocade, a turban, and 
a scarf or girdle of embroidered silk. The presents 
were then brought fo.»vvard. They consisted of se- 
veral boxes .of lapis lazuli, a number of long-haired 
camels, sevPral magnificent Tartarian horses, with 
many camel-loads id’ fresh fruit, such -as apples, pears, 
grapes, and inelofis^, articles which their country 
usually furnished for ^the^ Delhi mpket, and ai^ equal 
quantity of dried fruits, as Bokham prunes, Kishmish 
apricots or grapes without stones, and two other spe- 
cies of fine large grapes. Anniugzebe bestowed high 
commendations npoi\ each article as it was presented, 
praised the generosity of the khans, and having 
made some few inquiries respecting the academy 
of Samcrcand, dismissed the ambassadors with the 
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complitnentarv wish that he nnijj^ht see them ' fre- 
quent ly. 

These hoiu'st men, who were exreedim^ly pleased 
at Aeir rt'creptioii, were nevertheless eoiistrained to 
wait fom* inoiitiis at Delhi l»efore they could obtain 
their dismissal; diirinii* w"!ii(‘h time they all fell si(*k, 
and humy of them died, rather, accord ini*: to Bernier, 
from the bad quality of thcMi* food, and their contempt 
of cleaidiness, than frmn the effect S>f the climate* 
from this sp(‘cimen, our traveller ))ronoiinced 
the IJs'becks the most avaricious and sordid yieople 
upon eartli ; iV)r, thoiit^h famished by tlie empiTor with 
the means of living-, they preferred defratulinii: their 
stomachs and ha/ardine: their lives, to the idea of 
partin'^’ with the'ir ^old, and subsisted in a very 
\vref<'hed and uu'an style*. Wh(‘n dismissed, how- 
over, th(‘y were tre ated with ^reat distinction. The 
emperor and nil his ^mirs presentcfi ih<‘m with rich 
dresses and ei)^ht thousand rupees each; tot^ethcr 
witli sjdendid robes, a lai'ice quantity of (‘xquisitely 
flowered brocade, hales of fine muslin, and of silk 
striped with p^old or silver, and a number of carpets 
and tw’o jewelled kliaudjars, or poniards, for their 
masters. 

>n the hope of learning sornetliinp;- respecting; their 
country, Bernier fre(|uently vtftit(*d them durho^ their 
stay, but found them sf) grossly ignorant that they 
were unable to make any important additions to his 
knowh'dge. They invited him to dinner, however, 
and thus afforded liis curiosity a- glaiico at their do- 
mestic manners. Among them a stranger, as might 
be expected, was not ovefwhelnfcd* with ceremony, 
and so far they w'cre j)olite. The*, viands, which our 
traveller considercid extraordinary, consisted of excel- 
lent horse-flesh, a v<iry good rjigoiit, and an abun- 
dance of pilau, which his robust hosts found so much 
to their taste, that during the repast they could not 
snatch a single moment to waste on conversation* 
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TheTr p^uest, with infinite j^ood taste, imitated tlioir 
example, made a liearly dinn(‘r; and th(,'n, when the 
horse-Hesh, pilau, and all had been devoured, they 
found their totu^ue, and enlertained him with ]vine- 
Gjyries upon their own skill in ard\*ry, and^he Ama- 
zonian prowess and ferocity of their women. In 
illmstration of the latter, they* related an anecdote, 
wliieh, ^as hii::hly eharaeteristic, may be worth re- 
peatino;’. Whew Auruiif^zebe formeriy led an army 
against the khan of Samarkand, a party of twenty dr 
thirty Hindoo liorsemen attacked a small ^iljaj^e, 
which they plundered, and were en^^a^ed in bindirif^ a 
number of the inha6itants*wlioin jli^ey intended to 
dispose of as slaves, when an old woman came up to 
them and said — ** My chiidren, he not cnielt My 
claui^hter, who is not fijreatly addicted to merey, will 
he here presently. Retire, if you are \yse. Shoulc^ 
she meet with you, you are unllone.'* The soldiers, 
however, not only lau< 2 :hed at th(! old woman and her 
counsel, but seized and tit‘d her also. They had not 
proceeded above half leas^ue with their booty, when 
tlieir ao:ed prisoner, who never e.eased turninp^ her eyes 
towards the villaa^e, uttered a scream of joy, for by 
the cloud of dust which she beheld rising on the 
plain she knew her daughter \vas advancinp; to "^he 
rescue. • On turnins: rctind, the soldiers beheld the 
amazon mounted on a fiery war-horse, w ith her bow 
and quiver 1>J her side. She now raised her stento- 
rian voice, and commanded them as they valued their 
lives to release tlieif^ firison^TS, and carry back what- 
ever they had taken tq tlm viliap:e^ in wdiich ca'je she 
would spare thm.» But they regarded her .menaces 
no more than they had those of her mother. When 
three or four of the party, however, had felt the point 
of lier arrows in theii\heart, and Avere stretched upon 
the earth, they began to be a little more alarmed, and 
Ijad recource to their own bows. But all their arrows 
lell short of the mark, while her powerful bow and 
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arm sent every we;i])on home, so that she cjuickly de- 
sj)atehecl tin* i^reater uuniher of her enemies, and 
ha\ int^.dispc rstMi and territied tlie remainder, mshcd 
updji them sabre in luind, and heued them to pieees. 

Dnriin; tin* luunher of years \vhic‘h Bernier spent 
ill llmdostan in a jiosition peenliarly lavouralile to 
obseiN ation, lie jiosses^ed amph? leisure Jbr eonectin*^ 
and rnaturine^ his opinions, tlis views, th(‘refore, are 
entith'd to the hi;^‘hest respect, the mare (‘spe(‘iall> as 
fto trait of ^aseonadiin^ is visible in his character, and 
no toftch of rhetorical fionrishini^ in liis style. His 
country men, in ^i'lu'ral, assuming’ Baris as the standard 
of whatever is luoble or beautiful in arel.lteeture, de- 
scribe every thing Avhh'h dillhrs from their ty])e as 
inferii-r; but Berni(‘r, whoiv philosophy had delivered 
from this paltry nationality, without depreciating the 
c apital of Ids own country, observes, that whatever 
nn<rht be its beauties, they would be but so many 
defects, could 4 he city be transported to the plains of 
Hindostan, the climate reejuiring other modes of 
building, and different arrangements. Delhi was, in 
fact, a magnificent city in his times. Whatever Asia 
conid furnish of barbaric jiomp, or gorgeous show, 
was there collected together, and disposed with as 
mitch taste as Mongol or Persian art could give birth 
to. Domes of vast circumfeienco and fantafi^tic swell 
crowned the summits of the mosques, ,and towered 
aloft above the other structures of the city ; palaces, 
cool, airy, grotesque, with twisted pillars, balustrades 
of silver, and roofs of fretted gbltj ; elc})hants moving 
their, awkward and cumbrous bulk to and fro, dis- 
guised in glittering housings, a»d -surmounted with 
golden houdahs; and gardens, shaded and perfumed 
by all the most splendid trees and sweetest flowers of 
Asia : such were the principal features of Delhi. 

Our traveller did not at first relish the Mussulman 
music, its loud ear-piercing tones being too powerful 
for his tympanum. By degrees, however, their haut- 
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boy.^ of a fathom and a half in lenn^th, and their 
symbols of € 0 })por or iron not less than a fathom 
in cireuinferenco, \vhich appeared to make the very 
earth tremble with their tremendous ehin^our, beejunc 
familiar to his ear, and seemed dVliiijhtfull’* musieal, 
particularly at ni^ht, when he lay awake in his lofty • 
bedchamber, and heard +heir 4011(1 s^n phonies •from 
a distance. In a rauLC# of turrets within the palace, 
before whicii tlsis martiai music* was daily heard, was 
situated the hari'm, or seraglio, as it was termvd w 
j'.uroj)eans iii those days. Tins mysterious pari? of the 
palace Bernier traversed but did not see, havinj^*beeii 
called in tii jireserilfe for p jjreat kniy of the court, 
but conducted by an eunuch blindfold, or wdth a 
cashmere shawl thrown o\Mir his head af\d deset^nding 
to his bet, through the various (*h ambers ®aiid pas- 
sages, lie learned, however, from the cnnuchs, tht\i. 
the harem contained very nohh* apartments, each of 
which was furnished with its rescTvoir of running 
w%'itcr/and opened upon gardens with covered walks, 
dusky bowxTS grott<,^s, streams, fountains, and im- 
mense caves, into which the ladies retired during the 
heat of the day. Thus the incoll^ enicuices of th<i 
climate were never felt in this secluded paradise. 
The most delightful portion bf this jiart of the jiakice, 
accoruigig to the (*unuehs, w^as a small tower covered 
with plates pf gold, and glittering on the inside with 
azure, gold,'^ mirrors, and the richest and most ex- 
(piisitc pictures. -It overlooked tlio Jumna, and 
thence the ladies ^cfidd enjoy a fine prospect, and 
the coolest air. 

Though by «io»meani; liable *t(* be da7/led by 
pompous cxlubitious, Bernier could not refuse his 
admiration to the (Ircat Mogul's hall of audience, 
and the sjilendour of the peacock throne. In fact, 
the appearance of this hall upon one of llu'. principal 
Mohammedan festivals he considered one of the most 
remarkable things which lie saw during his travels, 
l^pon entering the spacious alid lofty saloon, thc^first 
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objec t wliicli met the (*yc was the' emperor hiniself 
seated upon his throne, and attired in the most 
nihc'ent and - ^or^eous style of the east. His robe 
was'^c:onipos(‘d of white satin wiib small flowers, rce- 
lieve'd by. a ricdi bottler of silk and gold; his turban, 
of stiff elotli of gold, wa^f atlorned with an aigrette, 
the sVeiii of whjjh was ^austed with diamonds of pro- 
digious size and vabie, in the midst of which a large 
oriental topaz of un])aralleli‘d beauty blazed like a 
luimiosuji; while a string of hirgts pearls fell from 
his necijv upon his bosom, like the beads of a devotee. 
The ‘ I In one was supported u])on six large feet of 
massive gold, set >yith rubies, emeralds, and diamonds. 
But its principal ornament were two peacocks, whose 
feathei;;;! were" imitated by a crust of pearls and 
jewels. The' real value of this throne could not be 
t^xaetly ascertained, but it was estimated at lour 
■azores, or foi*cy millions of rupees. At tlui foot of 
the throne stood all the numerous ciinirs or princes 
of the court, magiiiflccmtly a])))arelled, witli a canopy 
of brocade with golden fringe overhead, and all 
round a balustrade of mas^i\e silver, to separate 
them I'rom tlie crowd bl* ordinary mortals, who took 
their station without. The whole riches of the em~ 
}>ire„ seemed eollecled tke^re in one heap, for ihci 
pourpose of da/'/ ling and astonishing the erowcf,. The 
]jiiiars of the saloon were hung round wjth brocade 
with a gold ground, and the whole of ike end near 
the throne' was., shaded with canopies of flowx?red 
satin, iitlached with Mlken cords ^and nets of gold. 
Upon tlie iloor immense iiilkeii carpets, of singular 
fiJKtiiess and beau'iy‘, were spteaa fyr feet of the 
courtiers. In sliort, wherever the eye could turn, the 
heart and se< ret thoughts of the assembly not being 
visible, its glances alighted upon a blaze of grandeur, 
above, around, below, until tlie* aching sight would 
gladly liave sought repose among the sen>ner and 
more soothing beauties of external nature. 

In the several visits which Bernier made to 
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Agra, tho object wliich priiicipally attrucled his at- 
tention was tlie celebrated taj, or tomb, of Nourmalial, 
the favourite wile of Shall Jehan, whuh he con- 
sidered far more \\orUiy than the pyramids be 
enumerated among the woiiderbof iJie world. . Leaving 
tlie city and })roceeding h\wards the east, through 
a long, broad street, running Jictw^eej* lofty gasden- 
walls and fine new houses, he entered tlie imperial 
gardens! Ilere^nuinerous structures \arying in their 
forms, yet all possessing their peculiar beauties., 
eon rted observation ; but the enormous dome i>f the 
inausohiurn, rising like the moon ‘‘ inter minors, si- 
dera,” imm^diaUly triisorbiid all bis attention. To 
the right and left dim coverccl wuIk^ and parterres 
of flowers yielded soft glimpses of shadow ynd a 
iireeze of peifume as he moved along.** /A length 
he arrived in front of the building. In the centre^ 
rose a vast dome, which, together with the tall, 
sIcikUt minarets on both sides of it, was supported 
by a r wige of beautiiul arches, partly closed up by 
a wall, and partly open. The facade of the structure 
coiisistt'd entirely of ’marble, wliitc like alabaster; 
and in the centre of tlu', closetl arclu s were tablets 
of the same material, thickly inlaid with verses i’roin 
the koran, wrouglit in black marble. The intciior 
of the dome was bon^ued, like the exterior, with 
white marble^ thickly inlaid with jasjier, cornelian, 
and lapis hi/tili, delicately disposed in tlie foiin of 
dowers and other beautiful objects. ,Tlie pavement 
was formed of alterni^e squares of black and white 
marble, disposed with singular art, and producing the 
finest effect imagipaljleVpdu the cy5. * 

111 the month of December, 1603, Aurubgzcbe, 
attended by his whole court, and an army of ten 
thousand foot, and thirty-five thousand horse, under- 
took a journey into Cashmere, in the pleasures of 
W'hicli, through the favour of Danckmeud Khan, 
Bernier was allowed to partake. Keeping as long 
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as possible near tlu; banks of the Jumna, in order 
to enjoy by tlu; way tin* pleasures of the chase, and 
the salubrious waters of the river, the army proceeded 
towUrds its ])lace of cleslination by the way of l-.ahere. 
The style' of travedin^- adopted by the Great Mopil 
was perfectly uni(|iie. Two sets of tents numerous 
and *spacious VMiou^h*^to contain the whole of the 
imperial retinue wcr(‘ provided, and of these ^one set 
was sent forward, ]>revious to the o nperor’s settinj^ 
O'dt, to the spot marked out for the hrst haltinj^-jdace. 
Here 4he ground was levelled by the })ioiieers, the 
tents pitched, and every convenience provided which 
the luxurious efieminacy of oiVntal courtiers, and 
more particularly of the fretful and capricious inmates 
of thfr liareiii, could re<tuire. ^Vhen the emperor 
arrived his (atiij), a fresh body of pioneers and 
^labourers proceeded with tlu* second set of tents, 
which they pitched and prepari'd in like manner; 
and thus a kind of city, with all its luxuries and 
conveniences, perpetually moved in advance‘*of the 
prince, and became stationary .whenever and where- 
ever Ik; re(|nir(;d it. 

During the journey Aurnngzohe generally tra- 
velled in a species of small turret or lioudah, mounted 
oiif the back of an elephant. In fine weather this 
lioudah was open on all sides- that lh(' inmate might 
enjoy the cool breeze from whatever qjiarter of the 
lieaveiis it might blow; but when storMs or showers 
came on, he clr»sed his casements^ and reclined upon 
his coiieli, defended from all t^iQ inclemencies of the 
weather as c«)in})h’tely aA in the apartments of his 
palace. IlaiK'hen'ara Bc'gifin, the wster of the em- 
peror, and the other gr(;at ladies of the harem, tra- 
velled in the same kind of moving palace, mounted 
upon camels or elephants, and jiresented a spectacle 
which Bernier dc^lighted to contemplate. In general 
the blinds ofVaseinents of these splendid little man- 
sions of gold, scarlet, uud azure, were closed, to 
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preserve the charms of those within from “ Phmbiis* 
amorous kisse s/’ or the profane o*aze of the vul;j^ur ; 
but once, as the gorgeous cavalcade moved al(.f)n^^ 
oiir traveller cauj^ht a glimpse of tl'i^* interior«,of Jfau- 
cluuiara’s mikrleinbar, and beheld the princess re- 
rlincd within, while a little femaje slave# fanned e.way 
the dust aud Hies frrmi lier face with a bunch of 
{x acockis feathers. A train of fifty or sixty elephants 
>iinihir!y, though less splendidly a]»pointed, mwmgk 
alon<^ with j^rave, solemn pace, surrounded hy sp vast 
a K'tiiun; as that which now accompanied tin*. c(Tlirt, 
appeal'd in tlie eyes uf our traveller to possess some- 
thing; truly royal in its aspect, rfi»d wirn the beauteous 
e<»dflesst‘s which the fancy jdaced vvitlwn, scc^, in 
spit(‘ of his aHcctc'd ])hiIosophicaI incUHcrcfice •to have 
ticlitrldcd him in a very (*xtraord inary manner. True 
philosophy, howcNt'r, wculd have admiret^ the show, 
viiih' It condemned the extravap;ance, and despised 
Hio pridy and c‘ffcmina{*y which prodii<‘ed it. 

hi this manner the court proceed('d throu;;'h Lahore, 
and the plains of thc'Pundjab towards Cashmere; 
l)ut as their motions were slow,* they were, overtaken 
in those burninj^ hollows, which condensed and re- 
Ih ctcd back the rays of the siiu likt' a vast burninp^ 
ixlass, by the heats of sujnmcr, whicli are there little 
If ss hiten'se tlian on the sliores of the Persian (Ldf. 
N<» sooner ha(\ the sun appeared above the horizon 
lhan the. heal became insupportaMe. ,Not a cloud 
Mauied the Hrniamont:, not a l)roath of air stood 
ujicui the earth. Every herl^ was sccfrchcd to cin- 
ders ; and throughout* tlJe wid(‘ ^icfrizon nothing 
^Appeared but an interminable ])lain of dust bel(»w, 
and above a brazen or coppery sky, glowing like the 
inoutli of a furnace. The horses, languid and worn 
^et, could scarcely, drag their limbs along; the very 
Hindoos themselves, who seem designed to revel in 
sunshine, began to droop, and our traveller, who had 
Wved the climate of E|^ypt» and-the Arabian dcserts* - 

^ojg, 1. f • 
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writing from tlic camp, on the tenth day of their 
inaroli IVoiji Lahore, exclaims — “ My Avhohi face, 
ha':ds, and feet are flayed, and rny whole body is 
covered ^with snudl red ])iistules which prick like 
needles. Yesterday, one of our horscaneu, who hat>- 
pengd to have no teiit,*was found dead at the foot 
of a tree, ^\hicli lie had gras]>ed in his last agonies. 
J doubt wlielher 1 .4iall be able to liold out t’M niij^iit. 
,A11 my hojies rest upon a litllt* curds wliieli 1 stc'cp 
in w,ater, and on a little sugar, with four or five 
lemons. Tlio wry ink is dried up at the ]K)int of 
my j)en, and the jien itself drops from my hand. 
Adieu.’* • " * 

His frani'‘, however, was inneh tougher than he 
imagine 1; and Iv'* cojitinued tt> pro(‘i‘C‘d with the rest, 
till ha\ iiig ertissed the (dienah, om* of the Fi\e ili\ers, 
tliey aseenued Moni^t Bember, and found tlK insclves 
in C’ashinere, the Tempe of llindostan. Tlu,‘ tiadi- 
tions of the Hindoos re.sp(‘eting th(‘ fojmaiion of lliis 
beautiful \ alley greatly rescMitbli* thos(‘ wliiidi pre- 
vailed among the Gieeks about tlial ol‘ Yiiess.dy, both 
being said to liave Inen originally a lake enclosed l)y 
lofty mountains, whieh having rent by the agency 
of eart]i(|uakes, or liored by Innnan industry, sutlert'd 
the watcu's to <‘seape. ^ylIate\^•r was its origin, the 
jndian Tempe, though vaunt# J liy less renowned poets, 
is no way inferior in fiTtiiity or beantv^'lo the Thessa- 
lian. Fi(‘lds clothed with eternal green, and s[)rinkle(l 
thick with violets, roses, narcissuses, and other deli- 
f ‘cite or fragrant flowcTS, which her(‘ grow wild, meet 
the eye on all sid.es; whih , tc divide or diversify them, 
a number of small stnuiins oT crystal purity, and 
several lakes of various dimensions, glide or sparkle in 
the foreground of the landscapii. On all sides round 
arise a range of low green hilis, dotted with trees, and 
affording a dcHeious herbage to the gazelle and other 
graminivorous animals ; while the pinnacles of the Hi- 
malaya, pointed, jagged, and broken into a thousand 
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faiilusti(‘ forms, roar thoir snowy lu^ads behind, and 
])iiT(‘o beyond the elonds. I'rom tliesfe nnsealeable 
heights, amid whieli the imai;inatioii of the H>iidoo» 
lias ]>lae(‘d his lieiiven, ever brighl and luuiirions, in- 
inimerable small rividnls descend to the valh y ; aiub 
alter rushing in slender cataracts over lirojectingiocks, 
and [)eo])Img the upland with noise and foam, Mdnnit 
to llie^liivetion^of tlie husbandman, and spread them- 
se]\es in ailii'antd inundations over llu; fields aral gar- 
dens below. Tliese mnnerons mountain- trirrents, 
^\hi^■b nnitt; into on(‘ stream before tlu‘y issm‘* from 
the vaile\, may be* regauled as the sources of thc‘ 
.lyhiiu or Thdaspes, one bf*tlie migliliest rivers of 
llmdostan. 

The beauty and fevtilify of C'askmen' are* etpraded 
by the mildiu*ss and salubrity of the elinuite. Ile^! 
the sontliern sloju* of the hills are eloflied with the 
tVuits and flowers of ITindostan ; hnt^imss the sum- 
mit, ;pid you iind iqiou the op^iosite side the pro- 
<lnelions ol* the temperate /one, and the features of s 
Tuiropeau landsea])e/ The faney of Bernier, eseajiin^ 
fiom the enrb of his jibilosophf , van riot among these 
liills, which, with their eows, their irtKits, their ga- 
zelles, and their innmncraNe bees, might, like#tht 
Promis(^d t.and, he said^to How w'ith milk and honey. 

The luhahitanis of this terrestrial Paradise, wdu 
were as heaii^ifnl as ijieir elimate, possessed the repu 
lation of being superior in genius ryiid industry l( 
the r(‘Si of tbe Hiiufocjs. 1’he arts jmd sciences flou 
fished among them f and tlif^ir manufactures of palaii 
quins, bedsteads^ coffets, Cabinets, •spoons, and hilait 
Work, were renownicd throiigliout the east. But tin 
fabric which tended most ])owerfnlly to diffuse thei 
reputation for ingenuity were their shawls, those sof 
and exquisite articles* of dress which, from that da; 
to this, have enjoyed the patronage of the fair through 
out the world. In the (lays of Bernier these shawl 

Were comparatively little known in Europe; yet hi 

o • 
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account of tb('m, tbouj^li Liublv accurate as fur as it 
<roes, is brief and rather unsatisfactory. 

* the three or four months whicli la^ s])ent in 

tins beaiititid conntiy, he made s(‘veral excur.sions to 
'the surrounding mountain^, ainidst the wildest 

and most inajef^ic scuaicry, he lu'held with worn h r, he 
tells us, the natural succession of j^eneration and 
decav. At tlie bottom of many ])n'cat>itous aoysM'S, 
whcre^ man's hnd had never descended, he saw hun- 
dreds of enormoiis trunks, hurled (h>w'ii by time, and 
lieaped ii])on eaeh other in decay; whiU' at their foot, 
or bet\v('en their e/uniblin^* bram liC'S, yonm/; onc's w(*re 
shootini;::; np and dourishiiur. Some of thi‘ trees wane 
scorciied and 'burnt, eithiT blasted by the thunder- 
bolt, or, ’aecdrdiu^ to tlu' traditions ot‘ th(.‘ ])ea>antrv, 
Sjit on fire! in tiui lieat of summer by rubbiu'j; auainst 
eaeh other, wtien a'^^itated by heree burning!: wands. 

The court iiayinu’ visited ('ashmeri* from motiv(‘.s of 
jdeasure, were dot(*nnined to taste vwny spe.c‘ies of 
it which the country could snp])ly ; tlie wild and sub- 
lime, wdiieh must ])e sought walh toil and dithenlty, 
as wa*ll as tliosc more ordinary ones whieli lay strewed 
like flowers upon the earth. The ein]>(‘ror aceordiniily, 
or lUt least his harem, ascended the lower ran;j;e of 
hills, to enjoy the pros])eet <j’f abyss and ])recipiee, 
imp' ridinu* w^oods, dusky and liorribh*, and streanis 
rushiiin* fortli from their dark wmmhs,. and leaping 
with tliunderiivT^ and impetuous, fury over cliffs of 
prodigious elevation. One of, these small cataracts 
appeared to Bernier the most perfed thine; of the 
kind* in the w6rld ; and JehaT^‘;!;h(;er, who jiassed 
many years in Cashmere, had caused a neiL!;hbourin^ 
rock, from wliich it could be (‘ontemplatod to most 
advantage, to be levelled, in order to behold it at his 
ease. Here a kind of theatre ^as raised by Auruiijr- 
zebe, for the accommodation of his cotirt ; and there 
they sat, viewing with wondering delight this sublime 
work of Nature, surpassing in grandeur, and by the 
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e motions to wliich it «:avc birili, all the 'v\oiidcTS of 
man's liand. In tliis hisUince the streian vYa‘> hcluM^ 
at a eousiderahlc distauee rnlliiiij;' aiom^' its ^\e^^^ht of 
waters down the ^^lope of l!)e mountain, tliroy^^h 
sonil>i*c‘ eiiaiiiU'l ovcMlmiii^ with trees. AniTini; at the 
cdLi’e of a rock, the whole stream projected itself for-* 
ward, and einvin^* round, lil^e tlie fieek of it war- 
Jiioise,Jn Its (les(‘('nt ])lunL»'etl into the gulf below witli 
deafening' and 1n(M‘s>aiit thunder. 

An iieeident which oceuired dining these imperial 
exeiirsioiis threw a (hmip over their nieiTimc^ni. In 
asi'ending th(‘ Veer J^iinjal, tlie loftiest niountiun of 
the soulheAi clKiiii, from wligsc suA^rnit the eye com- 
mands iin extensive jirospect of Cashmere, one of the 
foivmost ( lejiliiints was jin'i/ed with tern^v, ta'Ctfsioned, 
according to the Hindoos, by the length and steepness 
of the ae(;li\ity. This beast was one vf those upcfti# 
whieli the ladies of the harem were mounted; and 
iifteeii othms, employed in the same serviec, fol- 
lowed! 3'he moment his courage fail(,*d him he began 
to reel backwards; and, striking against the animal 
which immedhitely succeeded,, forced him also to re- 
treat. Thus the shock, communii'uted from tin' first 
to the second, and from the second to the third, in an 
instant threw back llie wdiolc fifteen ; and being I'fpon 
the gi(kly edge of a i^MH-ipice, no exertion of their 
drivers or the bystanders could cheek their fall; 
and down tficy rolled over the rocks into the abyss, 
w’illi tile ladies i/jxm their backs.* This accident 
tlinwv the whole into, consternation. A general 
lialt took place. Th^ n^pst advcytijrous immediately 
mept down thti »*liffs, and were followed by the 
rest, to aid such as should have escaped with life, 
and remove the bodies of the dead. Here, to their 
great astonishment, , they found that, by the mercy 
of Providence, bnly three or four of the ladies had 
been killed ; but the elephants, which, when they 
sink under their juodigious burdens even on a 



21 4 CKT.liPj HATED TRAA'ELLEllS. 

smooth road, never ri^^c n^ain, had all been mor- 
tally wounded by llu* fall, and eoidd by no means 
be lifted from tlu* spot. li!ven two days afterwards, 
/liowc^'er, wdien llei;nier ap^aiii visbed the place, he 
observed sonn* of the poor animals inoviii’j: their 
links. 

On ' returning: to Delhi from Cashmere, onr tra- 
veller appears to liave ninained (piiet for somo time, 
jnirsnini!; his ri'searehes amid ^the ina:?es of tin' ato- 
mical jdiilosophy ; for he was a disciple of Demo- 
critus, and en joy in ;j: those “ noetes eameipie deorum 
which seem to have constituted /)ne of the priiua’pal 
pleasures of his Jtiend .D*Aiiekmend Khaif. flis in- 
fluence with this chief he exerted for the benefit of 
others lio Jesf^tlian for his own. Numerous were the 
individuals who owed to his interference or rei’oni- 
• mondation ihtvr admission intothi* service of the khan, 
or the speedy terniina\ioii of their afi’airs at court, 
where Danekmend, who possessed tht' especial favour 
of the emperor, could almost always ))rocure an 
audience or give success to a petition. These kind 
offices were uniformly ’repaid with aliundant flattery, 
if not with gratitude; and the skilful practitioners 
invariably discharged a }»ortion of tlu- debt beforehand. 
Putting on a grave face — a possession of infinite 
value in the east — ('very pe^ton who had rteed of 
his services assured him at tlie outset 6f the affair 
that he was tlie Aristotulis, tin? Boerate, and the 
Abousina Ulzanfan (that is, tlie Afi'^toth', the llipj)o- 
crates, and tlie Avi(‘i'nna) c/f lheSi'g(‘. It was in vain 
that he dis.ivovv(;d ^;dl elainj to such irnmcdiati ho- 
liours ; they ]>ersist(ul in their fisst’rUons ; argued 
down his iiKnlesty ; and, et('rnally renewing the 
eliarge, eompeih d him to ae([Miesce, and (’onsc'iit to 
allow all the glorious attribnlcsf of those illustrious 
men to be centn'd in liis own persem. A Braliinin 
wdioin he reconimendcfl to the khan outdid them all; 
for, upon his first introduction to his master, after 
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having compared liiin to the grealv'sl kings and con- 
(juerors that ever reigned, he concluded?^ by gravely 
observing, My loixU whenever you put your foot^ in 
the stirruj), and ride abroad ace^)mpanied by your 
c avalry, the earth trembles beneath your feet, tlie eight 
elephants which support it not being able to endure 
so great an exertion!" Upon this * Bernier, ’ who 
could >fo longer restrain his disposition to laugh, re- 
marked to tin; than, that since this was the case, h 
was advisable that lie should ride as ijcldom as pos- 
sible on horseback, in order to prevent those* earth- 
quakes whieh mie:bt, perhaps, occasion much mischief. 

“ You are perfectly right," •replied lianekmend, with 
a smile, '‘ and it is for that very rcasop that I gene- 
rally go abroad in a palatiqnin !•" 

Ill the year 1()66, while Bernier was stilbat Delhi, 
there happened an eclipse of the sun, which was at* 
tended by so many eurious circumstances that, should 
ho hai’e lived for agc's, he declares it nbver could have 
been obliterated from his memory. A little before 
tli(‘ obscuration comihenccd, he ascended to the roof 
(d' his house, which, standingHm the margin of tho^ 
tluiiina, commanded a full view ot the stream, and ol 
the surrounding plain. Bo,tli sides ot the river, tor 
nearly a league, were coveretl with Hindoos of l^otli 
sexes, Standing iqi lo t^ie waist in the water, anxiously 
awaiting for*lhe cominencement of the [ihenomenon, 
ill order to plunge into the river and bathe their bodies 
at till; anspieious niorneiit. The ebildren, both male 
and fejnale, were iiakcc^as at the moment ot their 
},irth— tlie women wo*re ^ single cinTring of nnvslin — 
the nuai, a slight girdle, or cummerbund, about the 
waist. The rajahs, nobles, and ricli merchants, how- 
ever, who, for the most part, had crossed the rivei* 
with their families, 4uui fixed up certain screens in 
the water, which enabled them to bathe unseen. Pre- 
sently the dusky body of the moon began to obscure 
a portion of the burning disk of the superior planet. 
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and in a inoniout a ln‘nicn(I()ijs shout arose from tlio 
iniiJLitwde, vilio thru severaJ times into the 

stream, muUt‘i iiiLi' (lurmL»- the inti'rvals an ahuiulaiice of 
prav'-rs, raisiiiir thtjr eyes and tluur hands towards the 
^ sun, spiinkiinj:: water in tlie air, howiiiii* the head, a)id 
praetisint;’ a tlionsaiid < 4 'esTi(‘nlations. Thest* ecreino- 
nies eontmnedU) th<^ nid of tlu* eclipse, when, ihrow"- 
iu^ jiieees of money far into tlu‘ stream, putiine; on 
new ;:iirmeiits, sonu^ leaviiiii’ the old ones, i)esides llut 
pfts wliK-Ji, ill eofmnon witli all (ithers. they liestowc^d, 
fur tju* J3rahmins, others retaining* them, llie w^iole 
imiltitiide dispersed. 

The II indoos^ ' however «■ wen* not sin<rhlar in the 
superstitions IW Imtrs with which they regarded eclipses 
of f he* sipi. < ,/1’wejve years pnwious Lhauie.r had wit- 
nessed the {'lle( ts which om* of tfu'se phenomena pro- 
druc'cd ill Ills awm country, wlieie ilui madness exhibited 
itself in tlie i;'uisfi of fear, ' Astrolo^i-rs, possi-ssinj^ 
tlie coiifideru'e 'of tlie Fates, laid pn clieted tlyit the 
end of tlie world, that unfailing hugliear of the middle 
age, was now to take place, and the terrihed rabble of 
all ranks, conscious oJ'^guilt, or ojipressed by gloomy 
fanaticism, inimcdialely crept, like rats, into tlieir 
cellars, or dark closets, , as if (iod could not Jiave 
bchV;Id them tliere; or else rushed headlong to the 
churches, with a jiiety beg<At(;n by appreltension. 
Others, .wlio only anticipated some mvlignant and 
perilous influence, swallowed drugs, wliich were 
vaunted l»y tlu'ir inventors as kivereign remedies 
against iIkj eclipse disease/* Thm>'*it a])pears that the 
supersiition of the Hindoos Y'as»t,he less despicable of 
the two. • *■ 

During his long residence in India our traveller 
twice visited Bengal. Of his first journey into that 
province the date is unknown, •but his second visit 
took ])lace in 1667, the year in which he finally quit- 
ted the country. He seems, on this occasion, to have 
approached the place by sea, for we first find him coast- 
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ini;* 111 on ^ llio Siindorbuiid in u small native bark, with 
S(‘veu rowers, in wlii(*Ii Ik; aM:eii(li;(l by’, one of the 
western braiielie'^ of Jhe ( e.inp:es to the Unvn of Ho( c;ly^ 
The bc'anty of this iinineiise deltan rlividc^il yito ifinn- 
juenible islands l)y the various arms of the stn*ani, 
and covered ])y a vrfji'etation b^X-uriant^ (‘veii to 
ii<;ss, d{'Iii!;hted liim exeeedini^ly. khiMi then, how- 
ever, mlniy (d* these romantic isles liad been deserted, 
owirnj; pniicMpally to the; dread of tlie pirates, wlxo 
infested the coast, and as in India the. spots,whieli 
cultivation abandons tpiiekly become the; abrxh* of 
pestdential yiiasniata,. wlii(‘h ihimeeforward forbid the 
residenee ot man, no one ‘ikAv venWred to disturb 
the tijj^ers and their Jiicy, whic h had tal^^n pos^jt'ssion 
of the soil, it was heix* that, for tlw.; thirtf tiftie in his 
life, he enjoyed the si;j:ht of that rare jdvenofuenon, a 
lunar rainbow. Ih; bad eausf'd liis boat tA be lastened 
to the branch of a tree, as far as possible from the 
shore, ihrou^ii dread of the tickers, and was himscll 
keeping’ watch. The moon, then near its full, was 
shining serenely in tlie* wx'stern sky, when, turning his 
eyes towards tfie opjjosite qiiarfer, he ludield a ]»ale; 
bright areli, spanning the earth, and looking like a 
phantom of the glorious bow, wbicdi, iiripjegnated w^th 
the rich light of the s^n, gladdens tlu^ eye with its 
brilliant ^colours by dav. Next night the phenomenon 
Wits repeated' and gn the fourth e\ cuing Anotliei 
spectacle, now familiar to most readers J)y description, 
delighted our travelloj* and his boat’s-crew. Tin 
Woods ow both sides of the sfeeam seemed suddenly tc 
be ilium inated by a slnAvet^of fire, %iifd glowed as it 
they had been clothed Avitii leaves of moving Hames 
There was not a breath of wind stirring, and the heal 
was intense. This added to the effect of the scene ■ 
for as the countless Httle fires streamed hither anc 
thither in columns, or separated, and fell like dropi 
of rain, or rose thick like the sparks of a furnace, tin 
two Portujguese pilots whom our traveller had taker 
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on board, imajrincd they were so many demons. To 
add to*thc edect of this exhibition of fire-flies, for, as 
the « vender will liave foreseen, it, was they wdio were 
the ifctorj^ the swampy soil sent up a nnmber of those 
I earthly meteors wliieh often ^lide over Jar^e morasses, 
some, in the foi;;ni of g'lpbes, which rose and fell slowly, 
like enormous rockets, while others assumed the shape 
of a tree of fire. ' 

< Fr<>in Bengal our traveller proceeded along the Co- 
romandel coast to Masulipatam, and, having visited 
the 'kingdoms of Golconda and Beja])ore, (juitted 
Ilindostan, after a residence of twelve^ years, and 
returned by wa*/ of Persia and Mesopotamia to Eu- 
rope. ^ The exact date of his arrival in France I have 
not br-encdblf to discover, but it must have been some- 
where in the latter end of the year l()69» or in the 
'i)cginning oV 1G70; fi)r the two first volumes of his 
History of the Revolutions of tlie Mogul Empire,’' 
which would re (ju ire some time to pre])are them, for the 
press, were published iu the course of that year. The 
third and fourth volumes appeared iu 1671, and so 
great was the re])utat1on they acipiired, that they ob- 
tained for our traveller the surname of ‘‘The Mogul." 
Tljesei works, which luwe frecpjently been reprinted 
under the title of “The Trty^els of M. Francois Ber- 
nier, containing the Description of the Mogid'^Empire, 
of Ilindostan, of the Kingdom of Clurhmere, 
were immediat^C'ly translated into Jinglish, and appear 
to have been the means of introducing their author to 
the most distinguished infaviduals of his time.- Among 
those most distiiigiiisheJ bj hits friendsliip were Ninon 
de rEiiclos, Mailaine de la Saoliere, St. Evrernont, 
and Chapi'ile, whose Elotje he composed. To many o1 
these his sp(‘culati\ e opinions, which were any thing but 
ortliodox, may have rendered "Inin agreeable ; but tc 
Ninon, his handsome j)c*rson, easy manners, and fasci- 
nating conversation, wliich he knew how to enliver 
jvith a thousand interesting anecdotes, must havt 
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proved by far liis greatest recoin mend ation. By St- 
lA’iTinout he was called the handsome philosoYiher 
and ill a letter to Ninon, this same writer observes, 
“ Speaking of the mortification of t^ic senses one day, 
to M. Bernier, he rqilied ‘I will tell you a secret 
which I would not willingly reveal to Madame de la 
Sabliere or to Ninon, though it contains *an important 
truth; it»is this — the abstaining 'from pleasure is itself 
a crime.’ 1 wa?f surprised,” adds St. ]ilvremont,^“ by 
the novelty of the system.” Upon this M. Walkenacr 
shrewdly observes, that this system could have pos- 
sessed but very litlle^ novelty for Mademoiselh; dc 
I’Unclos; aiifl he might havo added tiy^it the Avriter ot 
the letter’s surprise must either have beeij affected, .or 
else betrayed a very blight acj[\uaintaniiL*e jyiA the 
history of philosojihy. The other works of Bernier, 
which have been sutfered to sink into T!%uch greatci 
neglect than they, perhaps, deserve, are l.^*An 
Abridgment of the Philosophy of Cassetidi;” in which 
ac cording to Buhle, tlu‘ acute and learned historiai 
of Modern Pliilosojiby, he not only exhibited tin 
talents of an able and intelligent abbrciiator, but 
inoreover, affinxled numerous proofs of a capacity t( 
philosophize for himself. Oii^sevc’ral important points 
lie differed from his friend, with whom, previous to nil 
travels, lie had lived dining many years on terms o 
the strictest ilitiinaey, ami who died shortly after hi 
de}»arture from France. 2. A Memoir upon th 
Quietism of ludia,’”whieh appeared in the “ Ilistoir 
des Ouvpages des SiAiints,”4’or Scj)temlxer, 16()8. c 
“ iilxtract of various Kieoiis sent Vresents to Ma 
dame dc Sabliere.’ * 4. “ Eloge of Chapelle,” 5 
“ Decree of the (Irand Council of Parnassus for th 
«up])ort of the Philosophy of Aristotle.” 6. “ Ulus 
tration of the Work »f Father Valois, on the Ph 
losophy of Descartes,” published by Boyle. 7. . 

Treatise on Free Will.” 

Tlic travels of Bernier, which enjoy a vast repub 
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tion nniou" tlio learned. Lave iievtT, ])erLaps, been 
popular, and eaii never beeointi so, unless the various 
letters and treatises of whieh the work is composed he 
propiTly arrangi'd^ and the whole illustrated with co- 
jHOiis nof(‘S. As an acute obscuTcr of manners, how- 
ever, he has seldom been' surpass(*d ; his history of the 
revolutions ofMie Mo'^ul ein})ire entitle him to a hii^li 
rank anion*^ the historians of Indta; and his#»d(;serip- 
tion of Cashmere, tlioutrh brief, is, ]Vrhaps, tlie best 
whicli has liilherto been ^iveu of that beantiful 
roim^ry. In his private character he aj)pears to have 
been g'encrous, humane, and aijiiable, ( onstant in his 
friendship, aiK\u‘apable,* as may be inferred from 
the sinp^ular ^ afFectiou entertained for him by Gas- 
sendi “aijr! Qanekinend Khltn^ of inspiring a lasting*' 
and powerful attachment. Still his inclination for tiu* 
tlull, unitnajt;iiiativ(\ unspiritual philosophy of Epi- 
(‘iirus liespeaks but little enthusiasm or j)octical 
fervour of mind; and this feature in his intellectual 
character may account for th(‘ inferior decree of ro- 
mance witii which we contemplate his adventures. 
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Bom ifi4ri.— Died 17 n. 

Sir JoiiN^CiiARDUK was horn at Paris on tho Kith 
of November, 1643. lie w'*as^ho sol? of a rich Pro- 
testant jewellerj who, as soon as his efln^’atioii, which 
ap{)ears to liave l)eeu carefully (‘onthi(‘te(>*ani lux'ral, 
was completed, intrusted him with the man'a^cmie.nt 
of a commercial speculation in the (‘ast;*and thus at 
onc*e iL^ratified and influenced the passion for visiting 
new and remote regions wliicli liad already takem 
j)ossesslon of the mind of our traveller. Leaving 
ihiris at the age of tAveiity-two, he visited Hindostan 
and Pt*rsia, wiverc he remained ^(iveral years, and was 
appointed merchant to the king. Ilis manly but 
shre>vd character, unitcxl witli extensive knowledge, 
;ind great suavity of inaijntTs, procured him numerous 
friends Jit the^eourt of Ispahan, some of whom filled 
important offVtjs in the government, and were thus 
enabled to lay open ^o him the interior, movements of 
the great ])C)litieal ij^iachiiie, whieh he afterwards 
described with so inuch vigour and per!S^)icnity. He 
aeef)mpanied the sliah An Ris visits various portions 
of his dominions,^ and in this way wms enabled to tra- 
verse with pleasure and advantage the wilder and least 
accessible districts of Persia, such as Mazcnclcran, 
Chilan, and the. othtr provinces bordering on the 
Caspian Sea. Of this portion of his life, however, he 
did not judge it necessary to give any detailed ac- 
count ; perhaps, because he had afterwards occasiort 
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to^isit the same ..scenes, A\lu*n his mind was riper, 
his vi^^ws move eiilarj^ed, and his powers of ohserviitiou 
and description shar[)eiiccl and invigorated by expe- 
rie\),ce and habit. 

RetuCiiiiiL!; to France in l(j70, lit‘ remain(‘d fifleeu 
moiitlis in the bosom of his family, and employed this 
period of trampiillily'and leisure in the comjjosition of 
his Jli.story of tlie (Coronation of Sol\man 1^1., Kin^' 
of Persia," a small work usually appended to his 
^icedunt of his travels. The desire, of fame and dis- 
tincU(m, however, which in youthful and ardent 
minds is ^encTally the • ulinjz; passion, nr*:^t‘d liim onei* 
more to (piit his native country, when., Vts he himself 
observes, the religion in which he was educated cx- 
cludcvl him from all liope oi" adv anc criicnt or hojionrs, 
in order. to revisit those regions of the east, where his 
iifaith wouhj be no bar to Ins ambition, and where 
commerce was not thought to degrade even the ma- 
jesty of kings. 

Having collected together the jeweds, gei'ns, and 
curious clocks and watches nliioh he had been (‘orninis- 
sioned to puv(‘bas(i for the King of J^asia, he re})aired 
to Leghorn, where he (‘inbaiked with liis mercantile 
companion fur Smyrna. Owing to the iinskilfulness 
of the mariners, the variableness of the winds, and the 
badness of the AveaUier, tliH. short voyage* was not 
performed in less tliaii three months,'* during which 
the passengers endured all the privation and misery 
wdnch such a toyage could iiiflicv. From Smyrna he 
proceedul to C'onstantinonle, Vvl» TO, through the aid 
of M. do Nointel, the am\»ass,ador of 1" ranee, he was 
initiated in all the mysteries of diplomacy, which he 
unveils in his travels with infinite skill and naivete for 
I the amusement of his readers. 

In other respects Ids coniic;xion with the PYeneh 
ambassador was rather prejmlieial than useful to him; 
for M. dc Nointel having conducted himself, in all 
his negotiations with the Turks, in a puerile and flue- 
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tiiatino; manner, passinj; by turns from extreme* 
liiiii^litiness to extreme eriiigini^ and servility, thv aiij^^er 
of I fie Porte was roused, and directed' against the 
whole Frencli naliod, and Chard in, when he bet;ame' 
desirous of departing was denied a passpoft. From 
tills difficult and sonu‘what danp;rous position he was 
delivered by the ingenuity of a Circek,‘^who contrived 
to jiro^ijiire him a ]>assage to. Azoff on the Paulus 
I^luHitis, on l)oa*r(l of a Turkish vessel, then about to 
set sail with the new commandant and fresh troops 
which the Port(‘ sent every yciiy to tliat remblj; for- 
tress. Tlie Flack Sea,* which receives its appellation 
from the glftomy clouds aud Ujmpest’^ous winds which 
hover over and vex its waters in almost every season 
of th(‘ year, /as now to bn traversed ; ayd (‘Qintidering 
the unskilfulrK'ss ami ajiathy of Turkish sailors, who 
creep timidly along the shore, and hav^i little know^ 
ledge of the use of the eonipasN% our traveller w'as not 
W'itliout his ajiprehensions. After a voyage of eight 
days, liowiiver, lla^y arrived at Calfa, in the Crimea, 
wdiere, by the help of the Greek friend wdio had 
enabled him to laugh at the sidtau’s lioard, and em- 
l)ark without a passport, he eluded tin; exorbitant de- 
deinands of the custom-house, and transported his 
merchandise on board another vessel bound '•for 
Mingnfia. ' 

S(;tting sad from Cafla, wdiere there was little to be 
seen but stinking Tartars and caviare, they arrived in 
twenty-four hours lit Touziah, or th’^ Salt Marshes, 
a vast swec]) of low* shore, filter nately covered by the 
waters of the sea, artiSiuiJly iiitro^jli^RHl, and a white 
saline crust, lot/kiii^ like a sheet of snow from a dis- 
tance. Here upwards of two hundred ships are 
annually freighted with salt ; and it was for the pur- 
Jiose of taking on begird a cargo of this useful mer- 
chandise that the vessel in which Chardin and his? 
companion were embarked now touched at the place. 
On landing, the village was found to consist of about 
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ten or twelve hon^ies, with a small mosque, and a 
eonsiderable ntunb(‘r oi‘ felt-eovcred tents, which 
served for stables, kitchens, and dormitories for the 
"slaves. Salt was bv lunneansthe oidy article of com- 
merce obtained at*" this ]>lace. Every moniin;; fires 
were observed lii^lited alont; tlie, shore, as sijj^nals that 
the blii^aiuN of the country had laid victient hands 
iH)on a number of tlu ir fi Ilow-creatures, ard had 
them convev(‘d thither, chained toi!;ether lik(* cattle 
for sa](i. These fires beimj; observed, boats were iin- 
inedii'tcly sent on short , and when tliey retnrn(‘d, 
crowds of women and ( hildren, )ialf-nakefl or covered 
wo'th raij;’s and fifijh, but.re^ipleiidcmt with beauty, were 
hoisted on board, where* their wretciietl apparel was 
exchai%qfl fj/’ clean, neat j;;?irments, and whore, per- 
liaps for the first tiim* in their Jives, thi‘,\ tasted bread. 
The men and boys wane ebained two and tw'o every 
iii^ht ; th<* women, from whom no c]ain^'(*r was appre- 
hended, ware permitted the fret* use oi‘ their limbs. 
These Clrcassi<uis did not fetch a ^reat price. A 
Greek raeiehant, vvliose cabin w'^as conti‘!;uous to that 
of Chardin, j)urchased for twelve crowns a woman of 
extraordinary beauty, with an infant at tlie breast. 
What (‘hiefly surprised our travelle] in the circum- 
staVua^s of this affair was the eoolni'ss and serenity 
with N\liich tlu'se honest pi'Ojdf’ submitted to thiur fate. 
Had not the women, much against thyir wall, been 
compelled to occupy themselves wath needlework, 
and the men with such little matters as they could 
perform on Imrd, they >-^011 Id ' have been perfectly 
happy. Idleness was thvh bonum: and this 
the most beautiful amont^ the woihen* 1 cnew they were 
about to enjoy in the hanmis of Turkey. 

On arriving at Isgaour in Mingrclia, tlie place where 
the general market of the country is held, Chardjn 
naturally expected to find human dwellings, with 
provisions, and such other necessaries as in civilized 
countries are every where attainable for money. In 
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til is hope he went on sliorc, iiccompanied by the 
(h(*ek nierchiiiit, wlio had hitlierto l)een\iii a manner 
Ills guardian angel ; ^l)ut on entering the place, theyt 
indecicl found two long rows of hnts fornved oY the 
branches of trees, where merchandise and provisions" 
had once been exposed for sah^ but j^ow empty and 
deserted. In the vicinity of the place ncitlier house 
/KU' hal itation ajipeared as far its the eye (!ould reacdi. 
Two or three peasants, however, who flittc'd about like 
spectres among the deserted huts, <‘ngagtd to b«ing on 
tlie morrow a quantity of that speeicsol' grain ciiWvkT fjom, 
\\hieh IS bruised, hoilc*d, and eaten instead of bread, 
togetliCT with wine and othc^ provisiofk^. There being 
no alternative, they were compelled rely the 
[ironiises of lliesc men; as they were nT‘arly in want 
of every necessary of life; but their presents failing;^ 
them, it became necessary to dissemble 'with his ser- 
vants, who already began to murmur aloud, and curse 
the piujyms by whose advice he hud taken the route of 
tlie illack Sea, relying for the future upon the bounty 
of Providence. The reason why the market of Js- 
j:aour was thus deserted, was, thfit the Alx'as, a neigh- 
bouring people of savage character and barbarous 
manners, having made an irruption into the country, 
ere now ravaging it vvi^h tire and sword, while the 
[u asantrf and ^their lords were Hying before them in 
i ism ay, or plmiging for refuge into the deepest rc- 
f'csses of their forests. Ten days aftcu’ their arrival 
these savages passed^ j^long tht» sliore in search of 
ihmder, and tinding none in* this celebrated market, 
set the huts on fire aiul fedftced thei'A Vb ashes. 

In this dilemma, Chardin had mueh diffi<Milty in 
iletennining what course to take*. Il(' had immediately 
Oil landing applied for aid to the Catholu! Missionaries 
of Ck)lehis, the cliiejf ofVhom promised in reply to be 
with him by a certain <laY, but failed in his engage- 
»»ent ; and" when, alter a second applii-ation, he re- 
paired to the place of rcudczvoui>, it was less with the 
voi,. 1. ' a 
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desiirn of forw ardiriLX <»ur tni\ellcr\s viow'^ tlian of dis- 
huiuliiip^ liii.i from uUomptlia^ tbr journey at all. 

‘ Pe^eeiviiii:', however, that his fjdviee could not be 
IblldvvcdA he vendr'^red the Travi'lh'rs (w cry siM'vice in 
his power with ala(U'it\, but without in the least con- 
cealhio' the m|LgaiilU(l“ of the danger th(‘y wen* a])oui 
to incur. 

Jl was now llui Ix'ghining (»f October, and v’liardin, 
itritated at the nunurons obstacles and hindrances 
which, had impeded his proe;ress, was so extremely 
irnpaHent to be in Persia, that no dangers appeared to 
him so terrible as d(‘lay. lie had veuy s(>f)n (‘ause to 
repent his imf/Muosity. *“ The evils he had hitherto 
eiiduiied dwindled to nothing- when eom])ared with 
those wKieh'now rushed upon him liki* a torrmit, and 
^tlireat{‘iu‘d to swallow w]) in a mome nt Ins wc'alth, his 
ambitious projC‘ets, and his Hie, Nevertheles>, with 
that unshrinking ('oiirage which his Uilal ignorance of 
the future, and the pr(‘ssure of pri sent evils, bestow> 
upon man, he liastened to put his foot upon tin. 
shores of Mingrelia; and emimrking witli all his mer- 
chandise on hoard the felucca in whieli tin* monk had 
anived, set sad for Aiiarghia, where they next da\ 
arrived. Here his followers madi* themselves ample 
amends for the scarcity iheyi had ( lulnrcd at Jsgaonr; 
for jxndtry, wild ])igeons, peak, goat ’s^flesh, ’’wine, and 
other provi>ion3, were abundant and rfieap. 

After remuining nine days sjt Anarghia, they de- 
parted on the 14th, twolu)nr>^ Iji fore day ; and liaviiin, 
sailed about six miles itp tlu* river, disembarked their 
merchandise dntf provisi6ns,*' v^ith which they loaded 
eight small vehicles, and proceeded! on their jonriic> 
by land. T\h) ro})ort that a ])arty of Europeans were 
passing w’ith incaleulahle riclies tlin>ugli the cmintry. 
was soon spre ad, and as fcw^riclx travidlers cv(*p tra- 
versed Miiigrelia, this rumour imnu-diatcly inflamed 
to the highest, (legvee the cu]>idity of the hungry 
► prince and his feudytories, who fortliwith^ formed the 
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(Ir.srirn of approjiuntiiijjj liicso treasures to themselves. 
They arrived, however, on the eveiiin^^ of Life saiUii 
tliiY at Sipias, the residenee of the inissi maries, wj^iere 
lliev proposeul to refnain a frw djy/s, in order to pre- 
pare themselves l>y a little repose for llTc fati^^ues 
v\hleli were to come, as well as^to deliberate with the 
monks respecting the means of eseapifig from tlie ra- 
pacity vf rulers of Min<i;reha. 

Four days aff('r his arrival, the piincess, or (pieeji, 
as .>he teniied herself, of Miiuj:relia, came to Sipias to 
visit our traveller, attracted by* the rumours of his 
\ve<dth, as vultures spe attracted by the scent of a 
carcass. a.T majesty w'a., foliowtil by a train ot 
eight women and ten men, to all of wjiom a decent 
suit of (‘lothes, and a toleVublc beast to side would 
have been a weh'ome present, for they were verv 
badly mounted, and meanly elad. In (A'der to wara 
ofi‘, as fur us pos>ible, the dangerous re]>utation of 
bi ing rich, wliii'h is elsewhere so niiif'h covf'ted, oui 
tiavellers (uuleavoured to pass for Capuchin friars, and 
pret(‘nded that the bagaage with which their vehicles 
were loaded consisted entirely of books. Tlie priiu'css 
l)eli(>\e(l neither of these stories. Being informed that 
Chardin understood Turkisl\ and Persian, she tpr- 
nu'iited him, by mi'ans of a slave who could speak 
the foinfer language, w^th a thousand (piestions, ot 
which tlu‘ greater number turned upon the subject ol 
love. After pushing these (|uestions beyond tlu 
verge of deeeney, to 'the great amusement of her suite 
who appeared to be ifiolx* dt‘\jghted in proportion as liei 
majestVbeeame more •objt'ene, sh*f vuddenly tuniec 
to \i still more eiifliaitassiiig topic — demanding to exa- 
miiK- the effects of our traveller, and tlui stores of the 
monks. Tlu'V all now trembled for their property 
Whatever slie%h()uld have scon w'ould have been lost 
To*al!uy her eiipulity, therefore, and at least ]nit of 
tlu (,‘vil dav, the ])riueipal monk humbly informed hei 
that the usual present should be sent on the morrow. 
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accompanied by anotber from tbe iravellors. 
t^\is as'surance she appeared to be satisfied, and de- 
parted- 

Oj 'thejiext day^our traveller and two of the monks 
, ■were invited to dine with the ])rincess, and w(*rc of 
course careful not to^ ]>resent themselves before her 
empty-handed/ it beiui^ a crime in the east for an 
inferior to come into the presence of his siiperi^.r with- 
out s(nne i^^ift, in token of dependence and hoina2;e* 
Her highness pf Mingrelia, who had painted her face 
and adorned her per‘<on to the best of her ability, in 
order to appear to advantai^t^ ii; th(^ eyt‘S of the tra- 
veller, seemed U* be highly gratified with* his present, 
which, though tasteful and elegant, was of small 
value, better to, inaintaiu a show of poverty. Some 
ten or twelve ragged Ijiit merry-looking wenehes, and 
d' crowd of ♦half-naked ragamuffins, constituted the 
court of this princess, her maids of honour liaving, 
as s\^e assured the traveller, taken refuge in a 
neighbouring fortress on aecotint of tbe war I The 
better to enjoy the pleasure of tormenting M. Chardin, 
she caused him to ♦sit 'near her, and commenc(‘d her 
attack by observing, that it was Iter Avill and jticasure 
that he should marry oiif. of her friends, and settle in 
the country, when she promised to bestow on him 
houses, lands, slaves, and subjects. Froiti all he 
had heard and seen of the w^omen of ]j,lingrelia, our 
traveller w’^ould^^have felt less repugnance to marrying 
a vam])yre than one of them, beautiful as they were; 
so lhat the bare jtossihil/ty of fnc thing mijidc him 
shudder. He wasr for the^proHnit delivered from the 
discussion of this painful topic fty fne ap]tearance of 
dinner, during which the ])riricess inflamed her na- 
turally ardent teiniterament by copious libations of 
wine, which stifled wliatever remains of shame might 
have lingered in her soul, and impelled lier to exhibit 
all the importunity and cifliontcry of a courtesan. 

. The menaces of this princess, who gave them clearly 
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to "iiiidcrstaiid thiil she liad determined upon visiting 
I he inoniistery, for the ])urpose of exjuiiiiiiu^ iheii^ 
treasures, caused them to n*tiirn dc^jectcd and melan- 
choly from the ea>tle, the monks a})prehendin^'*neSv^ 
e xtortions and v(‘\ations, and ('luirdin theAloss of all 
he ])Ossc*ssed. The remainder of the day was ])assecr 
in deliheratimji; u])on the })resent posture of aHaifs, and 
it was ^il IcMu^th resolved that, .as soon as it was nij^ht, 
pits should l)e*dug’, and tlu; most valuable portion of 
their mercdiaiidise buried in the earth. Accordingly, 
the sun had no sooner sat behind the inoiintaih^, than 
they comincnoed operations, first digging a pit five 
feet deep tu the tiparUneiit:; of orie of* the monks, 
where they buried a large chest hi led with watches and 
clocks set with jewels. •When this h^d done, 

and the earth smoothed over, and* made to. appear as 
before, tlu'y repaired under co\er of darkness 
the church, wdiere the prinei|)al monk advised our 
traveller to open the grave of one of the brotherhood, 
who had been interred there some six years before, 
and deposit among his ashes a small casket filled with 
the most costly gems of the.(‘a»t, designed for the 
princesses and great ladies of Persia. A secret pre- 
sentiment prevented Chardin from following this ad- 
vice, who selected in preference an obscure corner of 
the chi#rch, where accordingly a pit was sunk, and the 
casket carefijjly interred. Other costly articles, as a 
sabre and poniard set with jewels, w^ere concealed in 
the roof of the monastery ; and suclParticles of great 
value as were smafl *and portable our, travellers re- 
tained about their per«on«. ^ , 

Many days Iftid hot elapsed before they were con- 
vinced that their fears were not without foundation. 
It was now Sunday, and Chardin, in offering up hk 
prayers to God, accei-ding to custom, w^ould not pre- 
sume, he says, to petition his Maker for freedom, so 
persuaded was he that slavery was to be his fate ; lie 
merely prayed for a mild master, and to be delivered 



iVoni a Min|Q;rt‘lian AvilV. While the <*lassi(Ml idea of 

'Medea-was 4auntinL;‘ his iinau'inatioii, and distiirhin*; 
his devoticjii, a person eaine nmniinj; in exclaiming 
fuat t.'vo nenj:l\])Onriin 4 idiiids, wit 11 a hainl of hdlow- 
crs, arnU'dMo lh(vttM-ih, x\ere Lienekin.;* at the outer 
{^ate, and deinandiinj; adiniltniu’e. 'Then' Ix'iim* no 
alterii’ative, tlnv were* allowi-d to enttn’. whicdi they 
had no sooner (lone, than the\ seized and hoiunl I he 
Trav( ll(n*s, eonnnanded tluMnonksto ret’lie, and threat- 
eiied to put to death th(‘ hrst ]>ersDii who should make 
tlie stir or resl>tan(‘e. '‘J'he pi ln»‘ipa!fii.ir was 

ternhed and fled; hut tla* vest stood lirmly hy their 
jriicsts, partiruhi^^y the Jaw-hiolher, whoni' not even a 
naked sword ^)ointed at iiis throat eould induee to 
ii])andr/,*i jlien^^, Wheii the Ivaiidits ])ro(‘eeded to hind 
their stnvants, one of the latti‘r, who had a lar^a* kniie 
if. his haiid^ cndeavourine; to (U reiid hinisclf, was in- 
stanianeonsl;y struek to the (‘urth with a la nee, houTal 
hand and foot, and fasteiu'd to a tr(‘(‘. Tiiis bein^' 
done, the ruffians informed the tra\(‘lh‘rs that tliey 
wished to examine their eftects. • C/liaidin rcpliofl that 
it was wdthin their power; that they were hut [)Oor 
monks, whose whole wealtli (*oiisisti*d in books, pa- 
pers, and a few wiTtched j^'arments, tln^ whole of whieh, 
if t'ney would abstain IVom violcnc^e, shonid be shown 
them. Upon this \\q was nnftonnd, and eoinVnaud(*.(t 
to open the door of their a]>artm(‘nt, whe'J’e their books, 
papers, and wardrobe, were ke[)t. Chardin’s (Com- 
panion had sewn the most valuable of his jewels iu the 
eollarof his e<^at; but our*ilravtbUr himself lu\d made 
two small packets <,'f his, whieh. were sealed, and put 
among his books, not daring to carrj^ tli^rn about him lest 
Jie should be assassinated, stripped, or sold for a slave. 

• In order to gain a moment to wdllidraw tln se ]iaekets, 
he reepjested his eoinpauion anri the lay-brother ^tc> 
hold the chiefs in conversation, by pretending to 
negotiate Avith them, and offering tiuun a small suiri 
of money. The stratagem succeeding for an instant, 



sill joiiy ciMUDiK. . 231 

• 

he cVtirted up stairs, their apart meg! on the firstr 

rioor, enterc'd the cluiiiiber, and lucked tlui doot- His* 
(lesion was suspected, and the whole hand of rufFiiftis 
rushed uj; nfl(‘r him*; hut tin* door ])ein‘;* some^lnit 
<liflieult1o he Inokeii open, lie ha"vl .time tm talTe oTit’ 
his pai'kets and conceal them in the roof of the iioiise.* 
His companion, however, wiio \vas in »lie room 4)0 low, 

^ allerl ynt to him llnit hi* ouirijt to he fui liis g*nard, 
for that he waS ohserved thr()ne;h the cracks in the 
floor, l-pon hearhnj, this, and sceinjx tliat tlu! d'f^or 
was iiivin^ he became elinfNse(^, and «carrely 

kiiowim; what In* did, Took down tlu* jewels out of the 
roof, thrust tijeiu into his, poi'kit, and openiiiir the 
window of the apartment, jujuped out into the garden. 
Without noticing whether he was vs^Atelied *or not,* 
he threw the packvits into athickef, and tlieti hastened 
back to the room, iiow*^ filled wdtli rol^hers, some 
wdiom wTre maltreating his ei!)mpani(>n, while others 
were battering his colieis with their sjiears or lances, 
ill order to hi oak them open. 

He now plucked up his courage, imagining that the 
greater ])art of his wealth washout of their reach, and 
bid them take heed of what they did ; that lie was the 
envoy of the King of l^ersia ; and that the Prince of 
Georgia would take am{>le vengeance for whatever 
violeii<*c might be chirred to his p(‘rsoii. He then 
showed them* his passjiort from the king. One of the 
chiefs snatclicd it out of his hand, and was about to 
tear it in pieces, siiying that he ncitlJer feared nor rc- 
gardeij any Tuan ufiob oa^jjth ; but the other, awed by 
the royal seal and Jetliers of gold, restrained liim. 
They now said^ thAt if he would open his coffers and 
allow them to examine his eftects, no violence should 
be offered him ; but that if he refused any longer, the.^ 
'^ould strike off his jiead from his shoulders. lie was 
still proceeding to contest the point, when one of the 
soldiers, impatient to proceed to business, drew his 
sword,* and aimed a blow at his head which w ould have 
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V'left it ill twain, Had not the villain’s arm been iu- 
».*;tantan,eously^ tirrested by the lay-brother. Pereeiviuo' 
tllC; kind of are:imieiits they were disposed to employ, 
lie ufilueked his chests, wliich in the twiiiklinji; of an 
'eye wjil raminiiged' to the bottom, while every thin<r 
vhe ii ajipeared to jiossess any value was taken away. 
Turnirvj^ his eyo^ from ‘this painful scene towards the 
ll^ardeiu he perceived ^^wo soldiers searching ^inion^:; 
the bushes in the. very spot Avhere he had tlirowii his 
jewels ■, and rushing towards them, followed by one of 
the monks, they retired. , He then, without reflecting 
upon the extreme imprudence of his conduct, began 
himself to search about for, the packets, but not being 
able to discover faem, he supposed the soldiers had 
found av.d cavrted tliem off. .As tlieir value was little 
less than tbn thousand jioiinds, the loss fell upon him 
^lil^? a th under, Ipolt. Nevertheless, there was no time 
for sorrowing. His companion and the hiy-brothcr 
were loudly ealLing him from the house, lie there- 
fore tore himself away from the spot. In returning 
towards the house, two soldiers fcJI upon him, dragged 
him up into a corner, aijd after clearing his pockets of 
all they contained, were about to bind him and hurry 
him olfF ; but after much resistance and expostulation,, 
theycreleased him, and shortly afterwards the whole 
troop retired from the monastery . ** 

The robber chiefs and their followers h^d no sooner 
departed, than Chardin again repaired to the garden, 
and was sorrowfully prying about th^j thickets where he 
had concealed his jewels, wjien a man cast his arms 
about his neck, and threw hiiii in,to more violent terror 
than ever. He had ho doubt it was a Mingrelian who 
was about to cut his throat. The next moment, how- 
^yer, he recognised the voice of his faithful Armenian 
valet, who, in accents broken by^sobs, and with eye^ 
overflowing with tears, exclaimed, “ Ah, Sir, we are 
ruined I” Chardin, strongly moved by this proof of 
his affection, bade him restrain his tears. But, Sir,.’' 
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said he, ‘Miavc you searched the ])]acc carefully 

“So carefully,” replied the traveller, * tluu I 
convinced all further search vrould be so niiicli h)rf)oiir 
lost.” This did not satisfy the Arv4»onian. ^Ile trislittd 
to be informed exactly r(‘S[)ectin‘^* tile s})Ot wliere ihc^ 
traveller had thrown tlit^ jewels^ the manner in^Avhich 
ho had cast them into the thiek(!t ; *aud the way in 
which lie had soiij^ht for them.* To oblige him, Char- 
din did wliat he desired, but was so thoroughly per- 
suaded that all further scarcdi was useless, tlu\t he re- 
fused to remain upon t^ie spot, and wont awayf over- 
whelmed with grief aad vexation. How long he re- 
iTiained in this state of stiijAifaetion ]|e could not tell ; 
he was roused from it, however, by the presence of the 
Armenian, who ap))roaclhng him ^in the* dmrlt, for it 
was now night, once more threw himself about his 
neck, and thrust the two packets of jetvels into his 
bosom. 

By the advice of the monks, Chardin next morn- 
ing proceeded to the prince's castle, to relate liis 
griefs, and demand justice; but all be gained by this 
expedition was, the thorough c(!nviction that his high- 
ness was as arrant a thief as his subjects, and had 
shared the fruits of the robbcjry, which was ai)parei\tly 
undertaken by his orders. This discovery, however, 
was imfibrtant j it opened his eyes to the true charac- 
ter of the couT^ry ; and taught him that in Mingrelia 
at least, the man wl^o put his trust iij princes was a 
fool. In the course of two days, to give the finishing 
stroke to their misfortune, tliey learned that the Turks, 
irritated at the insolenc\j alid rapacky*of its chief, had 
' made an irruption into the country, were laying it 
waste with fire and sword on all sides, and had already 
iipproached to within a short distance of Sipias. At 
midnight, two ca^nnort-shots from the neighbouring 
fortress of Ruchs aimounccd the approach of the 
enemy, apd the peasants, with their wives, children, 
and flocks, imincdieitcly took to flight, and before. 
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/;lawn Iho wholn ])f>p'uhition was in motioiK Onr tra- 
vet‘(‘r, vv1k)s«‘ vomjKuiion, excitftl and irritatcfl l)y the 
p,n'f"<idinLi: niitoward events, was now ill, Hcd ainoiij^ 
•tlv‘ rr^i, Ij^avinu:; l)v;)und him liis books, ])a|HM’s, and 
auUlieuuitical instruments, whi(‘li he h()])(‘d the i^^no- 
. ranee of both 'lurks i^nd Miuuritdians would protect. 
His buiied weafili ho also lel’t where it was, and, eon- 
sideiin;;- the eomplexjoi*i of events, regarded ar much 
sai'er than what he earned with him. 

The ^^iji'ht ol .tlus whole ])eopie, suddenly thrown into 
rapid lii^^ht, was siiOrcieiitly melancholy. The women 
bore alon<^’ tiudr ehihlreii in their arms, tlje men ear- 
ned the ba‘^fj::a^et *S()KUi*dro\e idoiiir tin ir cattle be- 
fore thein, wli^lc others yoked tliemselvcs like oxen to 
the carts cn wuich thchr funnlurc was loadi‘d, and hc- 
in^ unable lon^* to (‘oniinue tlieir extraordinary ex- 
'■ ertions, sunlv^down exjiaustcd and dyinLC the road. 
Here and there, alon^ the way-side, i;Toii}>s ol' old 
people, or very young' ciiildrcm, im]>lore(l tin* aid of 
those whose strength had not yet failed, with the most 
heart-rending (wies and groans.*' At another moment 
the spectacle would have? caused the most painful 
emotions, but it w’as now beheld with the utmost in- 
difference. The idea of danger having swallow-ed up 
every other, they hurried by Jhese miserable deserted 
creatures without pity or connniseratioi^. 

The castle in which they now took rc/uge belonged 
to a chief wdiojiad been a double renegade, having 
deserted CMiristianity for Mohammedanism, and Mo- 
hammedanism for Christianity ; notwithstandii.’gwhieh, 
he was supposed to be a ^ess*'atrocious brigand than 
his neighbours. He received the fugitives politely, 
and assigned them for their lodgings an apartment 
where they were somewhat less exposed to the 
weather than in the woods, though, the rain found its 
way in on all sides. The castle, however, was already 
crowded with people, eight hundred persons, of whom 
.the majority were women and children, having taken 
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in it, unci other’s still nroni clc'Stitnte anc/ 
inistiruble urrivin^!; e'vc-ry moment. 

Next clay ouc^. of the missionaries returned to^lhe. 
monasten'v, for the purpose of ^3rine;ini>' u\vj*.y, iT 
[jossiblc, such plate and ]>rovisjons Us liad* been left^ 
behind ; but he found that ])la^’e in possession of the 
Turks, Avhu l^eaf him severely, aiid-* earned *away 
whatev 4 T was jiorlable in liie liouse. The nii^ht 
(ollovvini^ a Miil^relian eliief, more barbarous and cU*- 
^tructive tlian the Turks, sacked the monastery a third 
time, and haviiej!; no torches or fiainbeaiix fut li^ht 
liim in liis depredajions, made a boidire of our 
traveller’s itooks and papers., and n^lueed tin* whole 
to ashes. Tlie chief, in whose castle they had taken 
refuse, beinj^ sunvmoiu.d lo surreudev l^*th<j Turkish 
pasha, and [lerceivim^ tlie absurdity of pretendini^ to 
measure his streiijL^th with that of the-tuicmy, coif*<i 
seated to take the oath ol' aUei^ianee to the Porte, 
and, what was equally important, to* make a hand- 
some present to its a^ent. This present was to con- 
sist of three hundred •crowns in money, and twenty 
youiij^ slaves, which the wretch dc'^termined to levy 
from tlie unfortunate creatures wlio had thrown them- 
selves upon his protection,^ confiding in the sac^red 
laws of hospitality. Amon^ Minj^reiians, however, 
there is *110111111^ sacred.* Every family possessing lour 
children was jompelkid to give up one of the. number 
to be transported injtb Turkey as a sl^avc ; but it was 
found necessary to tear away the eluldren from the 
arms of .their motlieft,Vho grasped then\ convulsively, 
pr(!ssed tliem to thei? besoms, ajid* yielded only to 
irresistible viol?.nc<?. Instead of twenty children, 
the chief forced away twenty-five, selling the ad- 
ditional number for lus own profit ; and instead of< 
thj^ee hundred cro\ws, he extorted five hundred. 
Providence, however, compelled him and his family to 
devour their share of grief. The pasha peremptorily 
demanded one of his sons as a hostage, and as he and 
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iiis wives behold the yoimg^est of their boys depart 
‘‘i;it() eikillcss euptivity, for the hostai^e, delivered up to 
the ^orte never to return, they had an opportunity of 
,,fastn7/.': a sample of the bitterness they had ad- 
^minislered to others. Chardin, wlio liad neither 
wife nor children to lose, was taxed at twenty 
crowns. 

Perceiving that the state of the country, verged 
more and more every day upon utter anarchy and 
Confusion, our traveller came to the resolution of de- 
parting" at all haza/ds f(»r (jeorgia, to demand its 
prince’s aid in withdrawing liis property from Min- 
grelia. His coiiipanioi\ remained to watch over it in 
his absence. Not being able to procure either guards 
or guicleg frv)pi among the natives, for with all their 
misery there is no people wko fear death or danger 
•niorc thauth„‘ Mingredians, he was constrained to set 
out with a single domestic, wdxo, as fate would have 
it, was the most consummate scoundrel in his service. 
On the w^ay to Anarghia, where he wtis once more to 
en ’"ark on the Black Sea, he learned that the church 
in A^hich he had deposited his wealth, had been sacked 
and stripped to the bare walls, that the very graves 
had been opened, and, every vestige of property 
reifioved. Here was a new source of anguish. It 
was now a question whether he was a rich or a 
poor man. He paused in his journey— sent off an 
express to his companion — the ruins of the church 
were visited — and their money found to be untouched. 
This circumstance, he infev-ms us, 'marvellously exalted 
his courage, and, hg proceeded evith fresh vigour on his 
new enterprise. 

Embarking in a felucca at Anarghia, in company 
■ with several Turks and their slaves, he sailed along 
the south-eastern coast of the Black Sea, passed .f)y 
the mouth of the Phasis, the site of Sebaste, and many 
other spots redolent of classical fame, and in three 
days arrived at Gonia in the country of the Lazih 
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Ile^e the cliaracter of his v^t‘t Wgan to develop \t^ 
self. Repairing as soon as they had landed .to thc^ 
custom-house, leaving his master to manage for hifh- 
self, the vagabond ifnparted to the authorit ies his for^- 
jectures respecting tlie real condifton of tbm travellcJV, ' 
and thus at once awakened tlieir vigilance and cu-* 
pidity. His effects were in consequence rigorously 
cxarninfd, and the dues exa^'tod from him, which 
were heavy, perhaps extortionate, no doubt enabled 
the custom-house ofhc(Ts to reward the treachery Vaf 
his servant. When these matters had b^ien set^lgd, the 
principal officer, who, iffter, all, was a man ol‘ humane 
disposition,^ and tolerably Just principles, made 
Chardin an offer of an apartnfent in'*his house, wd»ere 
he invited, nay even ei^reated, Inm to ]rass thtii night; 
but having already suti'ered from vfhat lie regarded as 
his rapacity, the trav(‘ller dreaded some n^jw act of ci^^ 
tortion, and obstinately refused-'his liospitality. He 
very soon repented for this false step. It being 
nearly night he proceeded, on quitting the cust<mi- 
house, to the inn, or. rather hovel, whither his valet 
Jiad directed his effects to be conveyed after exarnina- 
lion. Here he was sitting down, fatigued and de- 
jected, disgusted with dirt and stench, and listening 
to the condolences of his 'Turkish travelling com- 
panion.#, when a janizftry from the lieutenant of the 
commandant^the chief being absent, entered in search 
of his valet, with whom that important personage was 
desirous of holdlii«f a conference. ?n another hour 
the jircsence of tin* Jraveyer himself was required ; 
and when, in obedieivo fo authority^ lie repaired to 
the fort, he foiiftd Itotli the lientcnaiit and his own 
graceless servant drunk, and bcgiin to perceive that a 
plan for pillaging him had been concerted. The. 
lieutfiiant now iufomiied him, with as much gravity 
as the prodigious’ quantity of wine he had taken would 
permit, that all ecelcsiastics who passed through 
Couia w*eie accustomed to pay two hundred ducats to 



238 


Cr.LFJUl ATKI) /llA V K LLKllS. 


^is sii})erior ; and 'diat lie, therefore, as a member of 
‘that profession, for Chardin luid thought proper to 
pilss for a Capuchin, must deposit tliat sum in his 
kanlis for the commandant. It Was in vain that the 
’ tfdveller iK.av denied all claim to the clerical character, 
•and ackiiowlcd'^cod himself to lie a merchant; merchant 
or priest, it ail the same to the lieutenant; what 
he waiitt^d was the tw/> hundred ducats, which, after 
much altercation, were reduced to one hundred ; but 
tins M. Chardin was compelled to jvay, or submit to 
the p^miishmciit of tht* cxircan^ a spec’ies of portable 
stocks, throujrh winch the ofFcnder’s head is put 
instead of his feet. The worst' feature, however, of 
the whole aiihir U^as, tliat the drunken officer took it 
into hh head‘ to cause the present thus extorted to 
appear t 3 be' a voluntary ft ; and a^^’am having rc- 
^ .course to me'jaces, which lie was prepared to ext ciite 
upon the spot, hefojxcdthc traveller to make oath on 
the Gospel that he liestowed the money freely, and 
would disclose the real nature of th(‘, IransacAion to 
no one. This bcituc done, he \wis allowed to retire. 
Next morning the /mstom-house officer, who, in 
inviting him to pass the night iu his house had in- 
tended to jirotect him from this species of robbery, 
furnished him with a guide, and two men to carry his 
iuggai!:e; and with this esetu't, in addition* to his 
hopeful valet, he departed fur Akalzike. The road 
at first lay through a plain, but at length began to 
ascend, and piefee the defiles of tlie Caucasus ; and as 
he ciimb(‘d higher and highcrMmong the precipitous 
and dizzy heights ol' this lial 1^1110 mountain/ among 
whose many peaks the ark is supposed to have first 
taken grouiul after tlm Deluge, and from whence the 
stream of iiopulation flowed forth and overspread the 
world with a flood of life, hcfelt^the cares, solicitudes, 
and sorrows, which for many months had fed, as it 
were, upon his heart, take wing, and a healing and 
invigorating influence spread an exquisite calm over 
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his* sensations, Tliis sine:nl\r tr,ifn<|niUit,y, \vlHch lx; 
cxperifiued on first rca<‘hi!i{^ these lofty rep:uuis, 
continued as he advanced, notwithstanding the r^iu, 
the liail, and tlie show which were ]K)nred on Jbltn fey < 
the tempest as he passed ; and in Vneh afriwne of initid* 
he attained the op{)osit(‘ side of the mountain, iipoit 
whose folding; slo[)es he beheld nuijierous villaji^cs, 
castlesj^ and churches, [)icturf;s(juely scattered about, 
and at Jenp;tliP tlesceiided into a liroad and beautiful 
valley, cultivated with the greatest care, and feftilil^d 
by the waters of the Kiir. 

Arriviiur without ace'ident or adventure at AEnIzike, 
and reinaiifiiij;* th(?re* four /lays to re])OS(; liiniself, he 
departed for G(‘or^'ia. The rout!* now presented ^ 
DOthiiijj: exlniordinary, • A t‘asdc or JcU ruir*, fuctu- 
resqu(‘ly jjorehed upon the crest of a rocky*eminence, 
a church, or a village or a forest — s^ieh were 
objects which met the eye. *+10 at length reached 
the Capiu'hin e<»uvoutin the vicinity of Gory, whence, 
after mature coiisuliatioii with tin; monks, who, 
for stranj>:crs, entered with extraordinary earnestness 
into his views, he sot out, ucconipanied by a lay- 
brother of tlu; order, for TiHis, partly with the design 
of demanding aid from the Prince of Georgia, and 
partly to obtain the advice of the principal missioTiary 
respecting the steps lu! ought to take in order to de- 
liver his ]R^ftner and pro}>erty from t\ui avaricious 
hands of the ]V1 ingrolians. The opinion of the monks 
was, that since tfie Prince of Geiirgia entertained 
rather Joose uotiohs* resjjjpctirig his allegiance to the 
King of Persia, whos*; S(|rvant Clmrdiii was to be con- 
sidered, and, Ifke \\\\ petty potentates, was possessed 
by extreme cupidity and laxUy of principle, there 
would ill all pro])al»ility be as much danger iu beinj^ 
aided by him, as in* depending on the uncertain will 
of fortune and his own prudence and ingenuity : 
that he ought to return secretly to Mingrelia: and, 
that for the greater chance of success, lie should take 
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him one of the brotherhood, who was deeply 
'Versed h\ tlie small politics of those countries ; and a 
native dependent on the monastery, who had been a 
thou^sjind times in Minp^relia. 

"With tlif^se. aide coadjutors he returned once more 
Vnto the country of Medea, whence, after incredible 
difficulties, and#' cry considerable danger, he succeeded 
in rescuing his propert//. On his return to Tillis he 
f'ahndated, with the aid of his companion, the losses 
tWy Had sustained during the journey from Coristan- 
tinopI<,‘ lo Georgia, and found that, by great good for- 
tune, it did not exceed 07ie per ^cent, upon the mer- 
chandise they hs^d siicccoded in ( onveying safe and 
entire to that city. He now tasted of that delight 
which synhigv, )ip in tlic mind .after dangers escaped 
and dijficidtics overcome ; and commenet d the pleasing 

of studying tlu* manners of a [icople, among 
whom, however impufC 'and depraved might be their 
morals, a strangiu- luid little to fear. The l)eauty of 
the women, he found, was so irresistible in Georgia, 
and their manners so graceful aisd bewitching, that it 
w^as iin])ossil)ie to bchokl them without love ; but the 
depravity of their morals, and the blaekness and j)er- 
fidy of their souls, exceeded, if i)ossibl(‘, the perfection 
of tVicir forms, and rendered them as odious to the 
mind as they were plcasiug to tfie eye. ^ 

Aft<‘r remaining a short tiim* at Tilljs, and going 
througli tile usual routine of giving and receiving pre- 
sents, <?te., he disparted for Armenia. Being now ac- 
companied by a Mohrnandrir, or^gViest -guard, jie pro- 
ceeded witlrmt .oljstacle of ectortion ; this officer 
taking upon himself the care of' adjjusling matters 
witli the cusroin-lK>us^\s, and of providing horses, car- 
C’iage, and provisions on the way. Though in so low 
a latitude, the wliole fa(*c of the country was still 
covered w'itli snow in March, and it was with much 
-difficulty that the y proceeded over the narrow path- 
ways made by the few travellers who were compelled 



SIU J011N/ciT\UDI!f. '241 

• ' • ^ 

to traverse the country at sudi a 'season. To "uarcf 

iiiMJnst tluM'(’ik:ction of t!u‘ sun’s rays from tlie^snoy/, 
%vhi(*l^ \v(^akenetl the sii^'hl, and causi'd a l)nrnin!jf Veaf 
(II tl\e face, our traveller worv a haiidkerehiiT ofT^'reea 
or black silk ti(‘d across the ey.s, after tbe manner of 
tin mlial)itaiirs, ihoiiLih this merely dirninislied, hut 
cuiild not dltoLTether prevent the evil. iVhem^vc'r they 
nii'l anY»tra\ellers movinL!: in a c^mtravy direetion they 
had to dis)>ute w^ho should yield u]) the narrow path, 
upon whieh two hors(*s (Mudd not pass ea.ch oth^'r, aiut 
.;(> out into the soil snow, iirwlTieh the animtds in- 
stant ly sunk up to their b(‘lli('s ; luit in tlie (md every 
one yieldi'd the ])veferenr-e to*t*^e Mehj^iandar. Creep- 
iii.i*’ aIon!j:in this manner throui;]i the eol(l they ai^t'ivcd 
at fj-yvan on thg 7lh of -INlan-h. • 

B(‘in^’ now in aeouiitry \vlu‘re (‘ivili/ution hud mad^ 
‘'Onu! projj^Tess, (diardin took lod^‘ini;‘s iif a caravan- 
sary, and was provided abundanlty with the nect‘S- 
sai'ies of life hy tlu‘ hounty of tla‘ p>vernor, who, no 
douht, expected that his (uvilities \^ollld be nunembcrecl 
when he sliould come In tlie se({uel to bargain fora 
portion of the traveller’s jewels. * In the east, it is an 
e^tablisheul nih‘ that the natives 'iliall always take ad- 
vantaji’e of a stran^-cr, sometimes by foree, at oth^jr 
times by cinvuini^, but invariably in some w'ay or ano- 
ther. Ilf Miii^i;j‘lia our traveller had to j^nard against 
force and vioh‘^ico ; here against wheedling, tleceit, 
dattery, douhie-dealii^, liypocrisy, and,meauness. In 
the former case, liow^ever, l)eiiig weak, it was necessary 
to evade pr succumb; t)ut i»» the present, since in- 
genuity was the Aveapefti on both «i(>es, there were 
iuqrc chances of'^siiccc'^s, tliougli it often appeared 
tiuit plain lamest good sense is nofblways a match for 
practised cunning. In the intervals of business the 
tinic^was passeal in .parties, dinners, and visits, wdiich, 
iit least furnished opportunities of studying the man- 
ners of thg people. 
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Perceivings that the time of his departure was draw- 
iuo; nigh, the g;overnor came to the point at which he 
had^been steadily aiming all the while, under cover 
oj hi? "hospitality and caresses, which were put forward 
« as so many stalking-horses, to enable him to bring 
down his game with .greater certainty. Sending for 
Chardin to the palace, lie proceeded warily and 
stealthily to business/ occasionally shaking ^\\e dust 
of compliments and flattery in the traveller’s eyes us 
he went along. He first lamented the actual state of 
Persia, in w’hicli, reduced by bad go^ ernment and the 
malignant inclemency of the ijicasons to a state*, bor- 
dering upon fanpne and ajiiarehy, there was of course 
little or no demand for expensive articles of luxury ; 
besides, endrv' if jmhlic afhtiR; bad been flourishing, 
and the royal rcsourc(‘s ahnndunt, the ])rcsent king 
'"’bad no tnst^ for jewellery ; and that, therefore, there 
was no hope of dii^pbsing of costly precious stones at 
the court of Ispahan. From this preliminary dis- 
course, which was meant to rliminish in the traveller’s 
eyes the value of his merchandise, though in reality 
the picture was cornVt, the governor passed at once 
to the genuine object of his oration, and made an 
ofier to purchase* a jiart, of the jewels. His conduct 
on this occasion was a masterpiece of mercantile 
skill, and he succooded, by holding out tlto hope ol 
more important purchases in the sccyiel, in getting 
every thing he really intended tp buy at a very cheap 
rate. When tiis object w^as gained, he closed the ne- 
gotiation in* the coolest <jnanner^ in the worjd, by re- 
turning the large quantify e»f jewels which he had 
caused to be sent to his palace *as iV he had intended 
to bargain for them all ; and the traveller now j)er- 
ceived that the wily Persian had made a dupe of him* 
As all manifestations of discontent, however, wpuld 
have been altogether useless, he affected to be ex- 
tremely well pleased at his bad luck, ancl retired t( 
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Ills caravansary, cursing all Aie wnly the talents and* 
;iplitijde of tilt; governor ofEryvan for busiiurss arid^ 
cl 1 eating. * 

On tlie 8th of April he departed from the cvapital 
of Armenia, and travelling for several da^s ihrou^i 
level and fertile plains, interspersed with cliurches and 
villages, arrived at Nacchivan, a city»forincrJy*cele- 
luatv'd, ,and of great antivpnty, but now in ruins. 
Trom lamce he proceeded, e.tyinologizing and niakii^g 
researelies as he moved along, towards Tabriz, where 
he arrived on tin* 17lb. At this <?ity, then the “second 
in Persia in rank, rielics, and poj>ulalion, he took up 
liis <piarters*at the C'apuehin^ eon vent, where he was 
V isited by scvt ral of the nobles of tJie place, on ac- 
<‘ount of his jewellery, tJii^ fame. of vvhiClf fltjvv*hefore 
luiri on the road, and like a pioneer smoothed. and laid 
level his passage into Persia. In proceeding south® 
ward from Tabriz he bad to IfiUxn'se tlie plains of 
Aderbijan, the ancient Media, which being covered at 
this season of tlie year by tribes of Koords, Saranc- 
shins, and Turcoman!^, all striking their tents, and 
jnitting themselves in motion fo? their summer emigra- 
tion to the mountains, (*onld not be crossed by a 
stranger without (considerable^ danger. He was tlnu’e- 
fore counselled to defer his departure for a few days, 
w ljciu l)eVould have tlie^advantagc of travelling in the 
company of Persian nobleman, Avhose presence 
would be a siiflicient' prote(!tioii. lie adopted this 
•advice, and in less than a week set out*under the safe- 
guard of his noble eSeoVt, crossed tl\osc ri(di and 
beautiful plains, whicln alford the Jbast pasturage in 
the world, and wterc?, accordingly, the ancient kings 
of Media kept their prodigious studs, which some- 
buies consisted of fifty thousand, horses. The an- 
cients relate that the horses of Nysa, which must be 
sought for in these plains, were all cream-coloured ; 
hut the nobleman who accompanied Chardin had never 
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Voacl or ]i(;ar(l of Iwiy part of Porsia where horses of 
'’that colour wi re ]>roduccd. 

*"Jii Ids jouriioy through Media he saw oti the side of 
file road circles of hu^’e stones. If ike those of Stone- 
lu'ni>;e, anti the Dolmens of Nonnandv and Brittany, 
which, according^ to jhe traditions of thti Persians, 
■were placed tlw^^re i)y the Kaous, or giants, who for- 
merly lu‘ld |)Ossi‘ssiov of those rcij^ions. TJie same 
superstitions, the same fables, the saiSu^ wild belief in 
tla' enormous strene:th and stalnnuif past p:ene rat ions, 
prev.vf, we sec, tlnMnp:hout tiie world, fiecause the 
desires, facultii'S and passions of the mind arii (W'cry 
where thi‘ sanie.^ *. * 

it was now June, and instead of disputing with 
those fiUjY Bujt on the road ‘the possession of a nar- 
row^ snow-traek, fliey were com])elled to travel by 
‘flight to u/oul the scorching heat of the sun. 
They usually set r%?lL ‘about two hours before sun- 
set, and when day lead entiridy disappeari'd, the 
stars, w^liieh in the clear blue atniosjihere of Persia 
yield a strong brilliant light, -agreeably supplied its 
place, and enabled them to proceed from caravansary 
to caravansary with facility. At every stej) historical 
associations crowxled up 9 u the traveller’s mind. The 
diist which was thrown up into a cloud by the hoof of 
his camel, and the stones ov^r which ho stuinhled in 
the darkness, were the dust and tin* Av^ceks of heroes 
and mighty cities, crumbled b^y time, and whirled 
about by the breath of oblivion. Cyrus and Alexan- 
der, khalifs,, khans und^sultAni, had fougt^t, con- 
quered, or peris(lie/l on thdse plains. Vast cities had 
risen, flourished, and vanished like a dream. A 
few days iiofore his arrival at Kom he passed at a 
little distance the ruins of llhe, a city scarcely less 
vast in its dimensions, or less magnificent or popu4>us 
than Babylon, but now deserted, and become so un- 
healthy in conseciuence, that, according to a Persian 
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poof, the vory anj^cl of dcalli rctfred from it on ac- 
count of the badness of the air. • • ^ 

On ins arrival at Korns, after cseajiino; from tlio 
storms of the lllack*Sea and the, ^Mini2;rtdians,.»<^aiar*-- , 
ihri was nearly kilkd by the kielJ of a fTorse. lie, 
escaped, however, and set out, two days afterwards 
for Kasluin, travt^sintj^ tine butile plainA, covered with 
villap:es# In this oily, c elebratj^d for its biirnliio^ cli- 
nrate and s(;or])fons, he merely remained one day 
allow his liorses a little rcyose, and then departed and 
]aished on to Ispahan, when* he i?i rived on the*i^;icl of 
June. ^ 

(Jhardtn was faithful to thy Oapi^ihin IViars ; for 
whenever he passed thronti^h or visiteil a city in which 
they })ossessi'd a convent* it was ^ tin: ltilst^pTae(‘ to 
which he repain'd, and the last he ipiitted. • On the 
present occasion he took up his i\‘sidenct‘, as iisuaf, ’< 
witii these monks, at whose coma\it he found on his 
arrival a ha<; of letters addressed to him from various 
parts of the world ; before, he could lead the half of 
which, many of his Persian and jArmenian friends, 
whom h(‘ had known during* his'lbrmcT residence, and 
nil th<* Europeans of the city, to welcome Inm 

on his return to Ispahan. From tln'se he learned that 
the court, v*hich had undergone innumerable chancres 
duriiiiz: ISs abscyc'c, the greater number of those p^reat 
men wiio had ,tiistiiii;uished themselves, or hold any 
olliees of trust under/ tlie late kinj^ beinp; either dead^ 
or in disp,raee, was now in the utmost confusion, the 
persons >vho exercisc^l fnost •influenca* in jt bcinp: a set 
of younp; noblemen wadiout \irt ue,, talents, or expe- 
ri^'iice. And w liht wms still worse for Chardin, tlionph 
not for Persi«i, it was secretly whispeaed about that 
Slujikh Ali Khan, formerly primt'j minister, but now 
in ^lisp^race, was about to be restored to favour; in 
vvliitdi case our trave ller anticipated p^ieal losst's, as 
this virtuous and inflexible man, Avbose p;rcut talents 
liail ahvays been employed in the service of his ^ 
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oountry, was an enemy to all lavish expenditure, and 
regarded jewels and other costly toys us mere dross, 
nn'worthy the attention of a sovereign prince. 

Cluirdin perceived, therefore, that he had not a 
rhoment lose,- il being of the highest importance 
that his business with, the king should be transacted 
before Sheikh All Khan should again be prime vizier ; 
but by whom he was ^o be introduced at ccvirt was 
the (|uestion. The persons to whoui he applied in 
the first instance, at the same time that they willingly 
conse^iied to use their best efforts in his favour, and 
counselled him not to despair, yet gave so sombre a 
picture of the state of the court, and tiirew out so 
many insinuations, indicating their belief that the 
future sv^uld still, more tinpropitious than the pre- 
sent, that they succeeded in casting a damp over his 
rOnergies, aiivl in dissipating or at least blighting his 
hopes. Nevertheless*; something was to be done, and 
that quickly ; and he determined that what(‘ver might 
be th(i result, he would at all events not fail through 
inattention or indolence. 

While Chardin was >labouring to put those springs 
in motion, the harmonious action of whicdi was to pro- 
duce tlie fulfilment of his hopes, Sheikh Ali Khan 
suddenly entered into office. This event was brought 
about in a strange manner. The king, duriirg one of 
those vi^jlent fits of intoxication to whicbhe was liable, 
and during which he acted more like a wild beast than 
a man, had conimanded the right hand of a musician 
who was ]>Iaying before hjrn to‘be struck off, .and im- 
mediately fell asileij'j). ThaTonson to whom the bar- 
barous order was given, imaginin^g thfet all recollectiqu 
of the matter woukl pass away with the fumes of 
.sleep, ventured to .disobey; but the king awaking, 
and finding the musician, wliont he expected lo fjnd 
mutilated and bleeding, still toucbiiig tlie instrument, 
became so enraged that be gave orders for inflicting 
the same punishment upon the disobedient favourite 
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and the musician ; and findii^ tlv^t those around hiiji 
still hesitated to execute his brutal commands, hi» 
madness rose to so ungovernable a pitch that he wcKild 
probably have had the arms and legs of all the «oip:t 
cut off, had not Sheikh Ali Khan, who^ fortunately 
happened to be present, thrown himself at his feet^ 
and implored him to pardon* the offenders^ The 
tyrant, now beginning to cool a little, replied, “ You 
arc a l)old man, to expect tliat 1 shall grant your 
recpiest, while you constantly refuse to resume,* at nny 
most earnest entreaties, tlic office of prime minister!’^ 

Sire,” replied Ali, ‘‘I am your slave, audViil do 
whatever your majei^ty shall command.” The king 
was pacified, the culj)rits }Ardonci, and next morn- 
ing Sheikh Ali Khan reassumed the*gpvenjmeiit of 
Persia. 

The event dreaded by our traveller^ had now g,r- 
rivecl, therefore, and the aspect of affairs was changeeft 
Nevertheless, not many days after this event, he 
received an intimation from one of his court friends, 
that is, persons purchased over by presents, that the 
nazir, or chief iiitcndant of the king’s household, hav- 
ing been infoimed of his arrival, was desirous of seeing 
him, and had warmly expressed his inclination tc 
serve him Avith the shah. 'Chardin, who understood 
from what motives eo^irtiers usually perform services 
laid but siTuittl stress upon bis proinis(!S, but still has- 
tened to preVuit himself at his levee, with a list of al 
the articles of jetv^ellery he had l^iought with hm 
from Kurope, whicili ihe nazir. immediately ordered t( 
be sent to him for tl\c; i%s^>ection of tlte king. A fev 
days afterwards Ik* was introd^^ed to the terribl 
’grand vizier, Slieikh Ali Khan himself, who, from thi 
mild and polished manner in whicii he received on 
traveller, appeared ^extremely different fro’m the pc* 
trails which the courtiers and common fame lia^ 
drawn of him. 

His'whole fortune being now at stake, and depend 
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inc; ill a grc^al mc*;»suie^‘upon the disposition of Uie 
Tiiizir, and IIk* ronduct of iho shah, Clianliii was iiri- 
avciRlaCly a«;itak‘d by very ])ainfid and powerful feol- 
iri^rs^ when he Avas siiddonl} suniiiioned to repair to 
die intvhul'.pit’s ])al‘.»ee, where the ]>rineipal jewellers 
«'f tlie city, Moliiuiiinedan, Arnuaiian, and Hindoo, 
liad l)cen assembled Iff pr<mounce upon the real value 
of the vauous aVti(‘les lie had oHered to the kiiii^. He 
had not loni;* enterc'd,*' lieforc* the na/Jr ordered the 
whideof liis jewels to be brought forth, those which 
liis maje,>ty iuteiuled to purelia''e bein|j; set apart in a 
lar^e f olden bowl of Cliinese workman si lij). Cdiar- 
diii, obser\ini»' that iiotw itlistanvlinj^ that « the whole 
had been purelrcW jcl or viVade by order of the late 
‘kinc:, iioj a foiyth part had ].>(‘(m selectt'd hy his pre- 
sent nra)('»ty, felt rs if he ha<l hi‘(*n slrii kin hy a 
ihunderboli, and heeame iiaie, and rooted, as it were, 
ft/the spot, ^die na/iiv thoiii^di a st'lHsh and rajiaeions 
mail, was touched by Iiis a]ipeuram’e, and Ic^anin:;; iiis 
head towards him, olnerved in a low voice, You are 
vcixed that the kinu' should liave selecU‘fl so small a 
portifiii of your jewels. I ])iotest to you that I have 
taken more jiains tlian I oiijj^ht to indiu'c liim to pur- 
chase the wliole, or at least the half of them ; Init I 
liave, not been able to suveeed, because* the lancer 
articles, sueli as the sabre, the pt.-niard, and the vidrror, 
are not made in the fashion uhieh piv vails in this 
country. ' But keep up your spiiitsj ydu will still 
tV^’pose (^f tliein,^ if it [ilease (iod.” The traveller, 
who felt doubly vexed that liis eha^^rin had been per- 
ceived, made ai'. effort to reV(iV<’r his eoinjiosure, but 
coukl not so eompiettrly succeed hut lli^rt the shadow, 
as it were, of his emotion still remained upon his’ 
countenance. 

* 'However, pleased ol displeased,^ it was niH^essary to 
proceed to business. The shah’s })ri;icipal jewellef 
now plaf‘ed Ixdbre him the ^ohhni bowl <*ontaiuin{2f the 
articles selected by his majesty, Rnd begin uiirg with 
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the* smaller pieces, asked tlic ]ji*iee i#f them in a ■wliispej;; 
and caused them to be t‘stiniated by lUe oihet' 
jewelh'rs present, be^'iniiiiig \vith the Moluiniinedfius^ 
and then jiassing to the Armenians and llinth^^s. < 
Tjie merchants (d' Persia, \viieii*condnctiinjj anv iT.ir* 
jj^ain before company, never make use of any words 
statins: the prit^e to ea(‘h other; ' they inake themselves 
understood with their tin^’crs^ their hands meetinjj: 
under a ('orner#of their robe, or a thick handkerchjet, 
so that tlieir movements may be concealed. Td clpse 
the hand of the j)erson*vvith vdiom l/usiness* is thus^ 
transacted means <i tlnAimtid ; to take one iinp;cr of 
the open l\i»nd, a hufidrcff^ to bend the finger in thcj 
middle, / and so on. This mttle of bargaining 
is in use throughout thcv^east, and mm’i; paiViciilarly 
in India, where no other is employed. \ 

The value of the jewels being thus e|;timated, 
appraisers were dismissed, aneV tJie nazir, coming to 
treat tete-a-tefe with Chardin, succei‘ded so com- 
jdetelv in throwing a mist over bis imagination, by 
])reteiuling to take a tleep interest in his weliare, that 
Jn*, drew him into a snare, am] in the course o( the 
negotiation, wiiich lasted long, and was conducted 
with iidinite cunning on the part oi the Persian, 
Caused him lo lose a large p'ortion of the Iruits ot*his 
C(>urag(i^ and enterpri.si*. Ollier negotiations with va- 
rious individuifls followed, and in the end Chardin 
succeeded in ?lisp<)sing of the whole ot his jewels. 

These traiisaet ions cIose<l with 1 lie •year 1C)73, lu 
the beginning of lhi,^i#llovving, avhicli was passed in a 
devotional manner amgtejillie Protestants ot Ispahiui, 
tlie traveller beg^ii U) feci his locobiotion propensities 
rCvivc ; and an ambassador Irony Baikh, then in the 
capital, happening to ]>ay him a A^isit, so wrougiit npon^ 
iiis imagination by Ih^ ilescriptionjol his wild country,, 
anfl gave him so inany ])ressing invitations to accom- 
pany him on his return, that, had It not been for the 
counter- i?»ersuasion of friends, Chardin would un- 
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doiibtcdly have cxt^ndecF his travels to Tartary. This 
idea being relinquished, however, he departed for the 
sholes of the Persian Gulf, a journey of some kind or 
othei* being necessary to keep up *lhe activity of both 
body and mind. - “ 

‘ He accordingly departed from Ispahan in the be- 
' ginning of February, all the Europeans in tlie city 
accompanying Iiirn as far as Bagh Koolloo, whe;re they 
ate a farewell dinner together. He thesi proceeded on 
his journey, and in eleven days arrived at the ruins of 
Persepolis, whfch he had twice before visited, in order 
once more to eom})are his ideas with the realities, and 
complete his description x)f,this celebrated Ispot. Theses 
magnificent ruinJ' are situated in one of the finest 
plains in the A^uld ; and as *^Yoa enter this plain from 
the north through ^larrow. gay as or between conical 
J\>*ls of vastboighl and singidar sha])e, you behold 
them standing in front of a lofty ridge of mountains, 
which sweep round in the form of a half-moon, flank- 
ing them on both sides wdth its mighty horns. On 
two of these lofty eminences which protected the ap- 
proa(dies to the city, and which, when Persepolis was 
in all its glory, so long resisted the fierce, impatient 
attacks of Alexander, the ruins of ancient fort.s still 
subusted when Chardin was there; but, after having 
travelled so far, principally ft)r tlie purpose*’ of ex- 
amining the ruins scattered around, he^lbund the hills 
too steep and lofty, and refused to ascend them ! 

* Having occupied several days m contemplating the 
enormous ruins of 1eniples;md pafacc.s existing on the 
our trauiljer descended *hito what is called the 
Subterranean Temple ; that is, a*’ lab*jriiith of canals 
or passages, hewn .out in the solid ro(‘k, turning, 
iwinding, and erossiiig each other in a thousand places, 
^ and extending to ali unknown (distance beneatli the 
bases of the mountains. The entrances and the exits 
of these dismal vaults are unknown ; but travellers 
and oilier curious persons find their way irf' through 
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refits made, by time or by iiarthquakes, in the rock* 
Lighted candles, which burned with difficulty in tlie 
heavy, humid air, were placed at the distance of etery 
fifty yards, as ChaHin and his companions a4.va^icf5d,* 
particularly at those points where* numemus passages 
met, and where, should a wropg path be taken, they 
might have lost themselves for ever. .Here arkl there' 
they observed heaps of boiuis or horns of animals ; 
the damp trickled down the sides of the rocks ; the 
bottom of the passages was moist and cold ; respira- 
tion grew more and more .difficult ^ery stt'p ; they 
became giddy ; an unaccountable horror seized upon 
their mineft; the attendant, first, and then the traveller 
himself experienced a kind of pani^ terror ; and fear- 
ing that, should they, much longer fontinuc to ad- 
vance, they might neve;;* be able to rcjturn, they 
hastened back towards the fissures trough wfficii 
they had entered ; and withoiit having discovered 
any thing but vaults which appeared to have no end, 
they emerged into daylight, like 5ilncas and his com- 
panion from the mouth of hell. 

Departing from tlie ruins ol’ Persepolis on the 19th 
of February, he next day arrived at Shiraz, where he 
amused himself for three days in contemplating the 
waters of, the Rokneliad and the bowers of Mos^llay. 
In prcfceediiijj from tRis city to Bander-Abassi, on the 
Persian Guy, he had to pass over Mount Jarron by* 
the most difficult a'lid dangerous road in all Persia. 
At every step the travellers found themselves sus- 
pendcjJ, as it vvei*c,*ovcr^ tremendous^ precipices, di- 
vided from the aby^s 8y a low wajl of loose stones, 
^wdiich every nR>m(^bt seemed ready to roll of tlieir own 
accord into the depths below. .The narrow road was 
blocked up at short intervals by large fragments ^f 
joek, between which it was necelsary to squeeze them- 
selves with much pains and caution. However, they 
passed the mountain without accident, and on the 12th 
of March arrived at Bander-Abassi. 
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„Tius celebrated part, £*om which insufferiiblc hi^at 
and a ]JttJstilent,ial iitinos|)licre banish the wliolc popu- 
Jaticvii duriicj; summer, is at all times excessively in- 
^ sakubMcMis, all stranjivrs who scttl<^ there dyin^ in the 
<I:oiri*se ol’ a yeai*s\ and the inhabitants themselves 
llciriLC aln'iidy old at thirty. The few persons who 
reniaia .to keep ^^nard over the city during; summer, 
at the risk of their livesj* are relieved every ten /lays; 
during; which, they siiti'er sidHcicntly ffom the heat, 
tUe Meliiges of rain, and the black and furious tem- 
pests wh'icli plough up the waters of the Gulf, and 
blow With irresistible fury along the coast. 

Though the eve of the setison oV death wfts drawing 
near, (Chardin fuifiid the inhabitants of Bander in a 
gay bunk>iir, /eusting, drinkhig, and elevating their 
seiitniunits! and rejoicing llieir hearts with the heroic 
sp«;gs of Fird^^osi. Into thi*se amusements oiir tra- 
veller entered with g,ll*his heart — the time flew by 
rapidly — the advent of fever and death was conic — 
and llu‘ ship which lib expec'led from Surat had not 
yet arrived. Talents and experwuiee are not always 
accoinjianied by jiriuh ivce. (.Ihardin saw the whole 
population deserting llie city; y<*t he lingered, de- 
tained by the auri sacra fa/nes^ until I'ar in the month 
of Muy, and until,. in fact, the seeds of a malignant 
fever had been sown in his eouSritution. Those un- 
• casy sensations, which arc generally tlu\ forerunners 
of siekiit‘ss and death, united with the representations 
' oj^ilie physicians^’ at length indiu'dl liim to quit the 
place, his attendants being^, alrt^cufy ill ; but be had 
•not proceeded iiiai,iy leagues ttefovc a giddiiuiss in the 
head and general deliility of body *infoFmed him that^ 
he had remained somewhat too long at Bander. 

|.,AiTiving on the 24.tli of May at Taiignedelan, a 
place where there wui not a sinyfle human being tq 
he found, he bi'.eame delirious, and at last fell into a 
fit from which liis attendants had much difficulty in 
recovering him. There happened by great goocl for- 
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tuTic to 1)0 a French suroron^in Ms suite. This stR- 
jjfoon, \v])o was an able man in his prolefision, ^lot onl^ 
took all possible care of our traveller during liis'^no- 
ments of delirium *t)ul, what was of inlinitely ivieitter^ 
importiiiiei', had the j^ood sense \o hiin y tiis (leparTum 
from those d(‘seited and fatal yeirioiis, proeurinji from 
the neip;hbourin^ villau'es eiirht men, ^vho earried him 
in a li4ter made with cam's a^id l)raneli(‘S of tre('s to 
Lar. As sooit as they had reached this city, Chardin 
sent for the lijovcrnor’s physician, who, nnderstaudins^ 
that he was the shalfs merchant, came to hifn^ imme- 
diately. f)ur travellef was this turn* so weak that he 
could seaiVely describe liis feelini^ ; and, as well as 
the French surgeon, be^an to believe' that *his life was 
lU'ar its close. The .IVrsiau. Escnl^j^ns^ however, 
wdio discovered the nature of the (lisoixlc'r at a fiance, 
assured him it was a mere trifle ; that ^le n(*edf'd*})y 
no means be uneasy; and that*, in faet, he would, 
witli (jrod’s blessin;]:, restore him to health tlcat very 
day, nay, in a very few hours. 

This dashing^ mode of dealing: with disorders pro- 
duced an exc(;llent effect ujjcm the traveller’s mind. 
The hakim seemed to hold Death by the beard, to 
keep him in his toils, to emrb him or let him have his 
way at ttJeasure. (Chardin’s wdioM frame treiifliled 
with /)y. He took*the physician by the hand — 
scpieezed it ^s^wCll as his strciig:th would permit — and' 
looked up ill hi.s fade as he would have looked upoii_ 
his jruardiaii angjel.' The liaklm, to \flioni these things 
were no novelties, |)i'?)cee4ed without (question or re- 
mark to prescribe fo? hh patiimt^ and, having done 
this, he was about lo retire, when the traveller cried 
out, “Sir, I am consumed with hcatl” ‘‘ 1 know 
that very well/' replied the hakim, but you shaji 
be cooled presently •*’' and with Ihe word both he and. 
his apothecary disappeared. 

About nine o’clock the young apothecary returned, 
bringing with him a basket full of drugs, enough, to. 
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aH appearance, to kill oi’^^cure a regiment of patien^ts. 

For wiioin,”. inquired Chardin, “ are all those mcdi- 
cindfe ?’’ ‘‘ For you,’’ replied the young man ; “ these 
arft whot tile hakim has ordered you to take this 
morning, aitvl you must swallow them as quickly as 
possible.” Fevers majce men docile. The traveller 
‘ iinnu dkitelY began to do as he was commanded ; but 
when he came to one of^thc large bottles, his “gorge,” 
as Shakspeare jihrases it, began to rise “at it, and he 
observed that it woidd be impossible to swallow that 
at a draught. Nev^r mind,” said the young man, 
“ you can take it at several uraiights.” Obedience 
followed, and the basketful ol^‘ physic dfsappcared. 

You will presciuly,” observed the apothecary, “ ex- 
perience'Hjie mjost furious thirst, and I would will- 
ingly give, you ices lo take, .hot there is neither ice nor 
Si>uicpw in tlie cfly, ex(*ept at the governor’s.” As his 
thirst would not allow him to he ])iin(‘tilious, Chardin 
at once a])})lied to the goviu nor ; and, su(‘cecding in 
his enterprise, quenched his hurnijig thirst with the 
most delicious drinks in the world. 

To render him as cool as possible his bed was spread 
upon the floor in an open parlour, and so frequcmtly 
sprinkled with water that the room might almost be 
said”to be flooded-, but the fever still continuing, the 
bed was exchanged for a mat^ upon w'hich he was 
extended in his shirt, and fanned by tw(> men. The 
disorder being still unsubdued, the patient was placed 
"iTpon a chair, \^here cold water was poured over him 
in profusion, while the Frei/ch s^r^eon, who was con- 
stantly by his sieje,^ and couH wot restrain his indig- 
nation at seeing the ordinary rule^'di' his practice thus 
set at nought, exclaimed, “ They are killing you, Sir! 
r~Depcnd upon it tl^t it is by killing you the hakim 
means to remove y</ur fever!” c The traveller, how- 
ever, maintained his confidence in the Persian, and 
had very soon the satisfaction of being informed that 
the fever had already abated, and of perceiving that 
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jnsiteacl of killing, the hakinv luid'aclually cured hirr. 
Jn one word, the disorder departed more rapidly thafi 
it fiad come on, and in a few days he was enabled to 
continue his jourm'y. 

Remaining (piietly at Ispahan (Turing tl?e space df a 
whole year after this unfortunate excuirsion, he then dc- 
parRid from tlie capital for the court, still lingered 
at Cas4)in, in company with Alohainined Hussein Beg, 
son of the go\Mvnor of the island of Bahreint. This 
young man was conducting from his father "to tl>e 
king a prciscnt, consisting of t\v» wild bulls, vfitj^i hmg, 
l)la(‘k, sharj) horns; ;u* ostiich; and a number of rich 
Indian stuRs; and being Ixy no means a strict Mussid- 
inan, drinking wane, and eating lfeartily**of a good 
dinner, whether cooked-by Mpbaninfedan (^* Chris- 
tian, w^as a very excell(mt.trav(‘ilirlg <‘()nipauion. On 
his arrival at Casblii, C’hardin, who was t*ow extremely 
well known to all the grandee's of the kingdon), was 
agreeably and hospitably received by the courtiers, 
])artieu1arly by tlic wife of the grand j>ontilF, who was 
the king’s aunt. This lady, in order to manifest the 
friendship she entertained f(vr him, though in con- 
setpience of tljc peculiar manners of the country, 
their souls only hud met, made Ixim a present of eight 
chests of /hied sw eetmeats, scented wdth ambrc*and 
the richest perfumes of the east. Her husband was 
no less distil jgiiislied by his friendship for our traveller, 
who nowhere in l^rsia experienced more jjenuine 
kindness or gcncu’osity than from this noble family.^ 
During this visit •o<Iaslyn, Chardin had the honour, 
as it is’ vulgarly tenne^d, t)l presenting two of his coun- 
trymen to the* slToh ; and so powerful is the force of 
liabit and prejudice, that this able, learned, and vir- 
tuous man really imagined it ar^ honour to approach, 
and converse familiarly with arii opium-eating, crucl^ 
and unprincipled sot, merely because he wore a tiara, 
and could sport with the destinies of a great empire ! 
The ndzir, in introducing the traveller, observed— 
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‘•Sire, this is Charc^in, your morcliant;’' to which h\<i 
Ahah r(^|)liecl, with a sniile. Ho is a very (icar nier- 
(‘ha\il.” Your majesty is riirht/' added the nazir; 

he^is politic' niun. He has overreaeh('d the w hole 
ooilrt.” Tlfts tlio’ uiihistt'r ultc'red with a smile; and 
he had a iii;ht to snple. says C-hardin, for he took 
especiid eare th«jt <julte the eoutrary should haj)]jea. 

Cliardii! ^oon after this took his hiial l( av<v'f the 
couit of lh.*rsia, and returned by \va\’*-of Ispahaji to 
Bander- Ahas^i, wdicnee he purposed sarlino* hy an 

vhlp foV Snratj. Tlie fear of failini;’ into the 
hands t)f the Dutch, then at 'war wilh Fraiua', ])re- 
venU'd him, hovv<‘\er, fiom puItiiUj^ his hesign iiito 
execution ; and r^iilu{uis!lill^r the idea of again visiting 
Jlindosti.n, U' jjx turned to Kuropc in H)77. Of tlic 
latter part of his lifd few ])arj[ieulars ari', known. Pre- 
Vutited by religious cf>nsidi‘rations from residincr in his 
owni country, w here; freedom of conseieiico was not to 
be enjoyed, he selected Rngland for his home, where, 
in all probability, lieMjc canui acquainted w ith many of 
the illustrious men who slu'd a glory over that ej)Och 
of onr liistory. It was*iu London, also, that lie first 
met with the lady whom he iiniriediately afterwards 
made his wife. Like luiuself, she was a native of 
PYaftec, and a Protestant, forced into l)anishment by 
the apprehension of religious persecution. ^)n the 
very day of his marriage Chardin receivi;d the honour 
of knighthood from the hand of the guy and profligate 
Cnarles 11. ® 

Having now recovcrc!^! frpm theYever of travelling, 
the beautiful rtouennaisc in \dl« probability aiding in 
the cure, Cliardin cfevoted his lefsrfre'to the compo- 
sition of his “ Travtils’ History,” of which the first 
volume appeared in London, in 1086. While he was 
employed in preparir g the remainder of his works fQt 
the press, he was appointed the king’s minister ])leni- 
potentiary, or ambassador to the States of Holland, 
being at the same time intrusted with the manage- 
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rnont of tho East India Company’s affairs iv that* 

country. His public duties, however, which could itot 
entirely occupy his •mind, by no means prevented, 
llK)u;:h tliey considerably delayed •the puidicatiori td” 
the remaiufler of his travels, the whole of which ap- 
pe-ued, both in quarto and duodecimo, in d7ll, 
Sluirtly after this he returned lo England, wdierc he 
(lied, in*the nei;;hb()urhood of "London, 17111, in the 
sixty-ninth ypar of his age. • 

The reputation of Charchn, which, even before his 
death, exttmded througlvxit lhiro[)e, and shed a i*ustre 
over his ohhage, is stl41 on the increase, and must be 
as durable as literature and civil izatb^ti; bis^tnerit not 
coiisistini^ in splendour of description, •oj* in erudite 
research, thoui;li in tluise he is by no imfans tfehcieiit; 
but in that singular sagacity \vhich cn'dj>lcd him t'^ 
penetrate into the heart and characters of men, and 
to descend with almost unerring precision to tlie roots 
of institutions and manners. No*European seems tc 
have (ompnihended the Persians so completely; and 
no one has hitherto described tliyiri so well. Religion, 
government, morals, manners, costume — every thing 
in which one nation can dilfor from another, Chardin 
had studied in that bold and originaj manner whUh 
draraetejizeS the efforts«.«[»f genius. His style, though 
(‘iireless, and siwnttinies quaint, is not destitute ol 
that Qiuivctc aiM ease .which result, from much'experi- 
crice and the consciousness of intclh^ctikal power ;• and 
if occasionally it ap^*Ty heavy and cumbrous in its 
ftuiR'h, it more frecjuentbt tpiickens its* movements 
and hurries aloug^waAt natural gracefulness and faci- 
lity. Without appearing desirous of introducing him- 
seif to the reader further than the necessities of tin 
ease n^quirc^., he allows^ us to take s?) many glimpses o 
his*chara('.ter and opiinons, that, by the time we arriv< 
at the termination of his travels, we seem to be per 
fectly acquainted with both; and, unless all thes< 
iudit-ations be fallacious, so mucli talent, probity, am 
V-^L. I.* • s * 
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t‘lt‘^aucc of ina liners lias seldom been possessed by 
aEV traveller. Mareo Polo was j^iltcd with a more 
exalted enthusiasm and aeipiir.d a more extensive 
aefiuaintaL'*e with-tlie mat('iial phenomena of nature; 
Pii'tro de la Valii* amuses the reader by wilder anti 
inoje romanlie adventures; Bernier is more concise 
and severe; Volney more rip^idly philosophical ; but 
for ^,00(1 sense, acuteness of ohseryation, sViavity ot 
iiiamier, and scrupulous adherence to truth, no 
traveller, whether ancient "or modern, is superior t(» 
Chardin, 
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13onj 1(15^. — Died 1716. 
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TiJi^ disiiiiL;iii.slK‘cl •trii\<‘Uer was 1>orri oil tlic l()lh 
o(*‘ St‘];tenilK‘r, IG.Ol, at J^'inj^ow, U)wn in Uie 

territoriiis of the rouiit^th‘ Lippe, iii Jthe <jirele of 
West jilialia. His lather, who Vvud a i^ler^fman, be- 
stowed u[)Ou Ills sou a liberal exlucatiuij, suitable ’to^ 
the medi<‘al profession for which he was designed. 

It is probalile, howevei, that thc'uninerous removals 
from OIK* city to anollier, wliicb took place iu the 
course of his education ; liis studies, which com- 
menced at JlamcJn, in the Duchy of Brunsw’ick, hav- 
ing bi‘en siiccessivdy pursued at Luneboiirgh, Mam- 
burgh. Lulicck, l)antzu‘k. Thorn, Cracon, and Km- 
Tiigsberg, communicated todiis character a jjorfiou 
of that^resllcss aeti\i%Y u^ud passion for vicissitude 
which marked Irts/ljicr years. ihit these ('hanges of 
scene by no fiicaiis .iinjiaired his ardour for study. 
Indeed, the idea 'of 'oue day openingdiiinseif a* patli '• 
to fame as a travcll.ir,^ appears, on the cdcmtrary, to 
have imparled additional* iSeeuncss to his thirst for 
knowledge, his e<«i^)rehcnsive aiftl ‘sagacious mind 
v«*ry early discovering in how many ways a knowledge 
of "antkpiity, of iileiature, and the sciences, mighty 
further the ])roject he had forrnc^ of enlarging the^ 
boTindaries of hinnan experience. 

Having, during his slay at Kmnigsberg, acquired a 
competev^ knowledge, of natural history and the theory 
of medicine, he returned at thp age of thirty to ^his 
•s 2 
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V)vvn country *, Avlu'nce, after a brief visit, he attain 
departed for Prussia and Sweden. Wherever he 
wenfi the number and variety of his aequirements, 
the? urbanite; of his ^iniinners, and the ronianee and 
enthusiasm of his ('haraetcr, rendered him a welcome 
guest,. and procured him the favour of warm and 
powerful friends. During his residence in this coun- 
try, at the University of IJpsal and at .Stockholm, he 
be.can'ie known to lUidbeck avd Puflendorf, tlie father 
of lh(^ historian ; and it was through the interest of 
the latter that, rejecting the many advantageous oilers 
whi(‘h were nuuh* for the purpose of tein^.ting him to 
remain in*owede1,*, he obtained the office of secretary 
to the o'lnbassv then about to be sent into Persia. 
The objei t of this mission was partly commercial, 
^piirtly p(i)itical : and as tlie Czar of Russia was in- 
directly concerned ip ks contemplated arrangements, 
it was judged necessary that the ambassador should 
proceed to Ispahan *by the way of Moscow. 

Our traveller departed from iStockholm, March 20, 
1683, with the jireseuts for the Shah of Persia, and 
proceeding through Arland, Finland, and Ingermun- 
Jand, joined Louis h'abricius at Narva. On their 
ar^val at Moscow, wher6 their reception was magni- 
ficent, the ambassador so skilfully conducted his ne- 
gotiations, that in less than two .mhnths they were 
enabled to pursue their journey, /fhey aecorvlingly 
ilesremded the Volga, and embarking at Astrukan in 
a ship with* two rudde-rs, and Uvo pilots who belonged 
to different nations and C(>cdd not understand eacli 
other, traversed tlfe Caspian Sea,-. .here they encoun- 
tered a violent tempest, and at length arrived at Nish- 
^.bad. Here they fpund the ambassadors of Poland 
and Russia, wlio had arrived a ^short time previously, 
and were likewise on their way to* Ispahan, and* in 
their company proceeded to Shamaki, the capital of 
Shiiwan. ^ 

this city, which, they reached about tlic middle 



tNGKLBF.RT KXMTFKU. ' 


261 

/ . / 

of#Dec‘cniber, they remafried 41 wliple month,'^awaitiirjg 
the reply of the shah to the (Jovenior of Shirw^ii, wht) 
iiiiniediately upon their arrival had 'despatelied a 
c'ourier to i^ourt foi* directions respecting the mnnwer, 
in which the several ambassadoi*s« Jwere U> be*^ treateu 
and escorted to Ispahan. This delay was fortunatt; 
for Ku'inpfer, as it enabled him to visit and examine ■ 
the most remarkable objects of curiosity in the neigh- 
bourhood, mo^e particularly tfie aiici(*nt ei4y of Baku, 
renowned iiwr its et(iriiaJ fire ; the naphtha spring^ of 
Okesra; the burning fc^ntaiiui and mephitic; wells; 
and the other wonders of that (‘Xtraordinary spot. 
Upon this ^jxcursion he set-out from Sliamakia on the 
-fth of January, 16^4, accompanic4 by ai^^thcr mem- 
ber of the legation, two /j'menians, and iin Al^yssinian 
iut(‘rpreter. Their road, during tflie iTrst ^ftirt of this 
day’s journey, lay over a fine ]>ldin abounding in gaf^ej 
liaving passed which, they arrived about noon at the 
village oi* Pyru Resah. Here a storm, attended with 
a heavy fall of snow, preventing their t‘ontinuing their 
journey any further tjrat day, they took possession of a 
kind of vaulted stable which^the luhabitants, in their 
simplicity, denominated a caravansary ; and kindling 
a blazing (ire with dri(;d wormwood and other similar 
plants, which emitted a nfost pungent smoke, con- 
trived to thaw their lifkibs and keep themselves warm 
until the niorntng. < 

Next morning tiirey continued their route, at first 
through a mountainous and desert oountry biftriedrin 
snow, and aftcrwai<ls*through-a plain of. milder tem- 
perature, but both eqyalfy uniiihal)ited*no living crea- 
ture making excepting a number of 

ftagles, perched upon the summits of the heights, and 
here and there a flock of antelojjes browsing upon the 
plain. Lodging ihi^ night also ^ in a caravansary jti 
tlie desert, and proceeding next day through similar' 
scenes, they arrived in the afternoon at Baku. The 
aspect \)f this city, the narrowness of the gate, the 
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stranp:e ornanionts qf thq wul^s, the prculiarity of blie 
site, lilt; stnieture <if the houses, the scjiialid eoniite- 
iianwes of tlie luhalutLiiits, and the novelty of every 
^objiecl which ]>resented itself, ins\>iri‘d oiu* traveller 
with astonisVnenl.* ' ‘It ha])|)eninu’ to he maikel-day, 
the streets were crowded witli ]>cOj)le, who beiiej: little 
aocnstoTiicd to b1riniee»>, and ha\ in;i' never befoie si cai 
a ne^ro, crowded ob.stn'peioiisly aroinid the travellers, 
and folhnvod tliein with hootint:*, slKHioin*^, and cla- 
inoi/r, \o thcjr locliiire^s. An old man, wlio had olH- 
oir)usly midertivktm t<i ])ro\i<Ve them witli an ajiart- 
inenT, conducted them throne.h^lie inoh of his towns- 
folk, w'hic'h was evin y moinenl i)^e()min^' mbri' di nse, 
to a small u>.!ul hi\\, sitnirted in a deserted ]>art ofthc 
city, and^. iron^ its dismal aiwl mi.s(*rablo aj>pcarance, 
rather resehd)lin‘i^ tin- den of a wild ])east than a hn- 
iniyjl dw'elline’.^,llavini: entered thi.s new cave of Tropho- 
nins, and slmt tlie docu* behind them, tin* Iravelleis, as 
Ku'mpf(‘r jocosely observe^, hepui to oifer n]> their 
thanks to the tutelarf ^od of tlu‘ pla(‘t‘, for atibidin^ 
them an asylum from the insolemv* of the rabble. Jlut 
their triumph w'vis prenvatnre. The mob, w hose euriosity 
was by no means to be satisfied with a passing; ‘fiance, 
ascended the roof of the den in cvowd^, and befori* the 
travull<_rs could fifireud out tln ir car}>ets and lay 
down, the crasliinji^ roof, the latfu(‘s liroktui, and the 
idoor, which they hu<l fastened with » Hearn, violently 
battered, w^arned them that it was 'iie<;essary to t seape 
•Htiefore they shonU be ovcrwlielnukl liy the ruins. It 
was now thov^ht advisable tnaU>t).ey shf)uld endea- 
.vour, by exhjbiiin^ themselves, , and their Kthiojiian 
interpreter, whom the Bakuares ifrf.^uestioiiably mis- 
took for some near relvition ofthc devil’s, to coinuliatc 
their persecutors, and purchase the privilee:o of sleep- 
irf^ in peace. They therefore removed the Ix'am, and 
issuing forth, Aby ssinian and all, into the midst of the 
crowd, allowed them time to p^aze until they were 
tired. Presently after this the governor of the city 
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jirrivod ; but, instead of atibrdfup^ bis jn'oteetion to llu^. 
strangers, as a man in his station should ha\(? dono^ 
he accnised them being spies, and ha\ing over- 
whelmed themwntli menace^, which he seems, to V^’^e * 
uttered for the [)ur])osc ot‘ enhancilfg his^owu cligint;^ 
in the estimation of the multitjude, departed, leaving 
them to enact the spies at their dlscrelpion. • 

llcir^g now left in niidistuibed ]>osses^iou f)f their 
hut, and there^still reiuainifujc some hours Tlf daylight, 
they prevailed upon therrjiost, by dint of’ a small hribe^ 
to show liuMU the citadt‘1, Nitnatt^d in the lof'ti<,|st and 
most deseiled ]sirt of^thc (‘ity. lb‘,ti>iningf'ioni tlumce, 
they wen* met by the licr^clles of tjic*- town, wlio con- 
ducted them, %vjtli their beasts arft'l baggage to the 
jmblic earav^insary, thou'gh their liosf tfiid^g'^iide had 
di'uied the e\isti‘ue(5 of any such fmildiug ;.aiid w'^iilc 
this ancient deceiver was hurried oil’ l)ei>re the magiis^ 
trates, our travellers sat dowri^to •supper and some* ex- 
i eJlent wine. Next morning Kaun])ier issuc'd forth, 
disguised us a groom, to i-xamine the remainder of the 
oily, while his companions loaded their beasts, and the 
fcee])er of the caravansary beif.g absent, slipped out of 
the city, and waited until he should join them at a 
little distance u}K)n the rogd. Having escaped from 
this inhospitable plac^‘, they prooe(‘ded to exainin^ the 
small pen ms ulii of Okesra, a tongue of land about 
ihrcc league'# in 'J('ngth, and half a h'aguc irj breadth,' 
which prctjeets irselj’ into the ("aspiuii to the south of 
Baku. idiis spot^ like the Phlegra^n fiedds, lippears 
to be Imt a thin crn?ff o^ #'arth super! n^pbsed upon an 
internal gulf of^ijiiiid lire, which, escaping into upper 
•air through a thousand fissures, scorches the earth to 
dust, in some places; in others, ])reseiits to the eye a 
portion of its surface, boiling, eeViying, noisome, dark, 
ivrapped in inferuiA clouds, and murmuring like the 
fabled waters of hell. Here and there sharp, lofty 
cones ^f naked rocks, composed, like the summits of 
the Caucasus, of eonchylaceous petrifactions, slioot 
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Up from the level of ike plain, and on the northern 
part of the peninsula arc sometimes divided by cub 
tivJtted valleys. On the siinirnit of one of these emi- 
neeeVs tJht'y perceived the ruins of a castle", in former 
linVes the rCc^idciti^e of a celebrated imam, who had 
taken refuse in these wild scenes from the persecution 
of the race of 0,niar. 

Still proceeding* towards the south they ani/ed, in 
about ail Kour from these ruins, upon’the niarg:in of 
a Burning field, the surface “of which was strewed 
with a, pale white sand, and heaps of ashes ; while, 
from numerous p:a])iug: rents,* rjjshinp^ flapes, black 
smoke, or blueish steam^ -stronjjly iinj)ie<ynatcd with 
the scent cfi naphMia, burst up in a singularly strik- 
ing manner.' ^Vhen the sbperincumbent sand was 
removed, whether upon the edge, of the fissures, or 
ificuny other'-part of the field, il light rock, porous, 
and wwin-eaten, as«itVere, like pnmice-stone, was 
discovered ; which, as well as the substratum of the 
whole peninsula, consisted of shelly petrifactions. 
Here they found about ten persons occupied in dif* 
ferent labours about the fires; some being employed 
in attending to a nundKT of copper or earthen ves.scls, 
placed over the least intetiso of the burning fissures, 
in w^Iiich they were cooking dinner for the inhabitants 
of a neighbouring village; while olligrs were* piling 
■ stomps brought from other places into theaps, to be 
burnt into lime. Apart from thgse sat two Parsees, 
the descendants bf the ancient in|vabitants of Persia, 
beside a smlill wall of drr^st^nes which they had 
piled up, contenv^ilqting with llbly and venera- 
tion the fiercely ascending flames7*which they regard 
as an emblem of the cftcrnal (jlod. 

^ One of the lime-burners now came up to the tra- 
vellers, and said that for a sma^l r^'ward he would 
show them a very extraordinary spectacle. When 
they had given him some trifle, he ))lucked^ a few 
threads of cotton from liis garment, and twisting them 
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upon the end of liis rako, Vent'^aiid held them oVer 

one of the burning fissures, where they were instantly 
kindled. He thc^i held the rake over anothe^' rent^* 
from whidli neither flame nor smpke ascended, airfl hi 
an instant the gaseous exhalation, previously invisibit', 
was kindled, and shot up into a tall, bright flame, 
like that of a vatst gas lamp, whi»h, after ‘burning 
furiously for some time, tef the unspeakable asto- 
nishment of* the strangers, died away and, disap- 
peared. Similar pheuQmena are observed in sevefal 
parts of the Caucasus, particularly in the thilisins of 
mount S|iubanai, * i^lx)Ut four days’ journey from 
Okezra. • . • ^ 

From this place they were condticted 40 the foun- 
tains of while naphtha; where tin; sulitaiKjp oozed out 
of the earth as clear as* crystal, but in small (]yan- 
tities. Kmmpfer was surprised to tVnd* the wells 
unprotected even by a wall; for if by any accident 
they w(‘re set on fire, as those, near Ecbatana were 
in ancient times, as we learn from Plutarch, they 
would continue to btirn for ever with inextinguishable 
violence. Having likewise visited the wells of black 
naphtha, where this pitchy oil bubbled up out of 
the t'arth with a noise lika that of a torrent^and in 
such abundance that^ it supplied nlany countries with 
lamp oil, our, travellers repaired to a neighbouring^ 
village to /lass the night. Here they fared more* 
sumptuously than <it Baku; and having supped jle- 
liciously upon figs^ grapes, apples, and pomegranates, 
their unscrupulous iTosl^sf notwithstanding that they 
were Mohamm<;^lans,* unblushingly •offered to provide 
4hem with wine and courtesans ! Keempfer preferring 
to pass the evening in learniitg such particulars as 
they could furnish respecting tlfe ancient and modejin 
condition of thejr eftuntry, they merrily crowded about 
him, and each in his turn imparted what he knew." 
'Wheri/hcir information was exhausted, they formed 
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thcWiselvcs into a kfiid fif wild cliorus, altornat.ory 
rccitini:: Vtido ])inci‘S of ])ootry, and proroediu^ by 
^'Ic^reeji to siniriu'j; and daiiriuy;, adi^v^b'd their ^aiosts 
ahundfint'^anniseinent, by their stvan<:;e attit‘udes and 
gcv'tnrf's. 

Rising n(*\l morning ♦.vith tl)(Mlawn ihey proca'eded 
to view v?!iat i^ l(*«'med by the inhabitants the naphtha 
hell. As(’ending a, sintill liemisphcM'ieal hill/* they 
found Its summit oreupK'd by a dimiuntivo lake, not 
exee(‘(bng iifty paces in c'renivleri'iice, tlu* ermnbling, 
marshy biargin of wliieb coidd only be trodih’ii witli 
the utmost caution, "fhe water, wluch l^»y like a 
black siii'ct bidow, had a nv^^mtii' taste, and a straugev 
hollow sound arising out of the i‘\tremest depths 
of lh(‘ hiKv\ coKtimjallv smote, upon the ('ar, and 
mcroi<cd tlie honor inspired by the aspect of the 
phlce. hroia Viine to tu)ic black globuh‘S of najihtba 
came* bubijimg up to* th(? surface* of llu' water, and 
W(‘re gradually imp(*lh‘d towards the short*, when*, 
mixing with earlliy particles, they incessantly ineieased 
the crust which on all side** (*fieroached upon the 
lake, and impt*nded over its infernal gloom. At a 
shf)rt distance from this hill there was a mountain 
wliicli ejnitted a kind of bU*ek ooze im[)regna1ed with 
hitumcn^ which being harrleiie^' by the sun as it 
flowed down over tlie sides of tlie moinilnin, gave the 
whole macs tlie appearance of a prodigious cone of 
pitch. ,In the northern portion of »th(^ peninsula they 
beheld another singular phenomena^ which was a hill, 
through the summit of whicb^ aS" though a vast tube, 
immense quantities ef potters fajt,h_ ascended, as if 
impelled upwards by some machine, and having risea 
to a consid(‘rable height, burst by its own weight, 
aid rolled down the ‘naked side of the hill. In this 
little peninsula nalinre seems to'* have (elaborated a 
thousand wondeis, which, however, while they as- 
tonish, arc useful to mankind. It was with tjie pro- 
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diKic of Okezra that Milton up his l^aiidtrai^- 

)iiurn ; , • 

Kroni the i»r<*hed rof)f. 

Pendent hjp sul>tlo m.iii’ic, many a row 
ftr starry lamj>s and hiaziug* j-res.sef i'ed 
\\ ith tniphlha and asphultus, yie’lded TSgljf 
As from a sky. 


Rctjirnino lo Shainakin, ^vhich RocnipUir crrono- 
ously supjn^stis to bo the Rliaya of tlii?* Bible, our 
travel i(‘r a <lays affea waids de])aned for Is'paliara, 
where, he remained iiear?^’ two yic^ars. ‘Shall Stjiyruaii, 
ihe ])riiu e then rei^nbiti, A\ho.'^e eharaeter and court 
have beeii* m ) adniirMAy <J(‘Seribed by Cliardin, was 
a man wliose feeble 0011*^1*111111011* and feebler mind 
rendered him a slave* fe* physic* iai is 3 ii^ 1 *^asirolojj;eis. 
Jle was now hy the counsel of ?iis sUir-^Jlztrs a vo- 
luntiiry prisoner in his own palaee, a n^re^nanl Jiiy- 
stellatibn, as they adirmed, n?en^cin^* him with signal 
misfortunes should he vent me abroad. On the dOth 
of duly, lu^wever, the sinister tiifluenee of the stars 
no loiiirer prevent iiii;*. him, he held a ]>ublic levee with 
th(i utmost s])lend<)nr and nui^niticenee ; upon which 
occasion, as Asiatic priiicoN are p(‘culiarly desirous 
of apjiearliig* to advantaire in the eyes of. strangers, 
all the foreign ambassadors then in the ca|Tff?rt»w’ere 
adinit{n.^d Ui an audie??c;e, Thougli the represent alives 
of s(‘veral si^pnior nations, as of Brance, jCicrmany,% 
and Russia, to say nothing of those of Poland, Siam, 
or of the T^ope, wei^. present, the aiifbassador 6 f ^ve- 
den obtained, 1 klicjv noj wherefore, the jirecedcnce 
over tlu'iii all. Probaflly neither Jhe shah nor his 
ministers undei'^oSd the coinparathe merits of the 
Various nations of Europe, and regulated their con- 
duct by the personal charaotei> of the envoys ; and 
it would seem that Lewis Fiibriciiis possessed tTie 
secret of rendering himself agreeable to the court, 
of Persia. 

Meatiwhile Ksempfer, who lost no opportunity of 
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pe/ictr citing into ihe^charjjictci^ and observing the man- 
i/jrs of I a furcip;n people, einyiloycd his leisure in 
collcvtini^ materials for the various works which he 
V.nedJ^ated. 11c bestowed paitieuVar attention upon 
tne vereiiionk's ami* observances of the court ; thei 
character and actions ^of tlie sluih ; the form of go- 
vernment ; the o-reat officers of state ; the revenue 
and forces; aiuf the rqli^ioii, customs, dress,^ food, 
and manncj^. of the y)eoplc. His priiuvpal imynirics, 
h()weveV, both here and elsewhere, had medicine and 
iiaturalj^ history’ for their object; and that his re- 
searches were mathcr barren nor frivolous is demon- 
strated by his “ Ainauuta}.es l*lA.otiea\” (tne of the 
most iiistrucJvc a^ld amusing' books which have ever 
been written on*the East. 

Towards}' the corn'lnsion of tl»c year 1()86, M. Fa- 
b/n?\us, haviny* successfully terminated his negotiations 
■with the Persian coi^rt/ prepared to leave Ispahan ; 
but (xormany being still, says Kmrnpfer, engaged in 
war with France and 'the Ottoman Porte, be preferred 
relinquishing his office of secretary to the embassy, 
and pushing his fortunes in the remoter countries of 
the east, to the idea of beholding, and, perhaps, 
involving himself in the calamilies of his native land, 
wliiel r 'however he niight* deplore, he had no power 
to remedy or alleviate. He thtrefore toot his leave 
# jf the ambassador, who did him the honour to accom- 
pany him with all his retinue a mile. out of Ispahan, 
anfj proceeded towards Goipbroon’, or Bander- Abassi, 
having by the friendship of ^Fatkei’^ du Mons, and the 
recommendations pf M. Fabricivs, obtained the office 
of chief surgeon to tnc fleet of th^ETutch East India 
Company, th(‘n cruising in the Persian Gulf. 
long liesitated, he stays, whether he should select 
]^gypt or the “ Fartlicr East*' for the field of his 
Researches; and, had not circumstances, which fre- 
quently stand in the place of di‘stiny, interposed, it 
is probable that the cliarins of the Nile would have 
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proved tlic more powerful. To a*man like Kmmpfrr, 
the offer of becoming chief physician 'to a Georgian 
Prince, “ with coiT^^iderable a])pointments,” wliic^h was. 
made him* about this time, <‘Oidd liave hehU onV*lmr 
small temptation, as be must have been thoiougljy 
ac(iiiainte(l, not only with ibe general poverty of 
both prince and people, but likewise with tlie utter 
inseci/tily of person and property in tjiaf wretched 
country. ^ , • 

It was during this jotirney that he visited the eele- 
lebratcd ruins of Persepolis. *He arrived in tight of 
the Forty^Pillars on»the 1st of December, KiSb, and 
looking towards this sccife^ of a»i^.'ient niagnificence, 
where the choicest of the population of a*^vast empire 
had once s])orted like' lmtterftie§ in •the ^uti, his eye 
encountered about fifty black Tun'oman ■tenrs vpon 
the plain, before the doors^of which Vat a nuif!l«ir 
of women, engaged in weaving* while their husbands 
and children were amusing the^msilves in the tents, 
or absent with the hocks and herds. Not having seen 
the simple apparatus which enables the Hindoos to 
produce the finest fabrics ih the world, wlietlier in , 
chintzes or muslins, Kmmpfer behold with astoiiish- 
meut the comparatively cxicellent productioii^of these 
rude Jooms, and tlv- skill and iiVdustry of Ih^ Per- 
sepolitan Calypsos, whose fair fingers thus (‘rmilated 

queens. It wa5 n#t within the power of his imagina- 
tion, however, inflamed as it was* by the gorgeous 
descriptions of Dic)tlorr>s*aiuV other ancient historians, 
to bestow a iTHUugnl: upon any^tliing modern in the’ 
•presence of those mysterious and prodigious ruins, 
sculptured with characters whi^h no longer speak to 
the eye, and exhibiting architectural details which Jplie 
•ingenuity of tljesc*“ degenerate days’* lacks the acu.- 
mcn to interpret. Here, if we may conjecture fronf 
the sc^eniii splendour of the language in which he 
relates what he saw, his mind revelled in those dreaiiijy 
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(leJi^lits wbicli <iro r.lirio^ inspired by the 

sig’lit ol 'diirienl, monuments, rent, sliattc'red, and half 
^obliterated by time. , 

JVVVin^x uratibefl bis antitprarian enriosiVy by the 
examination 6T these memorials (it Alexander’s pas- 
sion lor Tliais, who, 

i 

'Lite unotlier Il»*'en firetl ariollier J'roy, » 

lit; cunl'iiiued Ins journey to Shiraz, where ■l)t‘antics of 
another^ kind, <l*xtpiisiKs to use Ins own language, 
beyond credibility, and marvel l/‘>u sly varied, refreshed 
the eye, and seemed to .clfaee from ihe^’ mind all 
recolleetion bf the <fact that the earth contained such 
things af- gra^/i^'s or ruins.* Tlie elfervcscenee of 
aniinai spbits occasroned by the air and aspect of 
SQei'Cs so delioloiis, ajipeared for the moment to justify 
the entiuisiasm of the Persian poet, >vho, half intox- 
icated s\ith the perfume of the atmosphere, exclaims, 

Boy, hid yon li(|uid ru]»y fiow. 

And let tliy peiwive heurt j^lad, 
hute/er the frowning zealots huy : 
them tln'ir Kden cannot show' 

A .stream so jmre at; Roknahad, 

A bower so sw'eet as Mosj’llay ! 

But with all its beauty, Shiraz contdiiis nothing 
which r;*ises so pcjwcrful an enthusiasm in the soul as 
two tombs ; th(' tomb of the ])aid >vho sung the 
beauties of the ‘Hoknabad, tfjid of the moral author of 
the Rose Gardeil ;*' so iiTesistil5l(>a»4 lasting are the 
charms of poetry and eloquence! Our traveller* 
having acquired at Ispahan sufficient knowledge of 
tb:; Persian language to enable him to relish Hajiz, 
though he complains that he is difficult ; as well as^ 

“ the easier and more popular Saadi ^ whose sayings are, 
in Persia, “ familiar to their mouths as household 
words,” it was impossible that he should pass through 
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flu* city where their iJoiioiired’^ashes re])Oi>e vvithput 
paying a ])iuiis vi>it to the spot, llaviuj;**! ontefti- 
plate(l tliese illustr ious inau^oleuius wdtli that p.ofounc^ 
veiieratitfu whicli tlu* lueiuory^of ^einus ]i4«}>iiU?, iJt 
returued to liis (*ara\ ausary, lialV persifaded, \v fh Jjhe 
Persians, that they w ho do n^t study and tieasiire up 
in their souls tlu* maxims of sucli, divine p( ets can 
ne*lfl»r lu* virtuous nor liapjwv’. • 

J'Voiii tlu‘ f)0(‘ts of Shiraz he iiaturally^luriied.to its 
roses and its w'iiie ; It^ie fminer, in his opinion, the 
most frae^rant ujioii earth*, afiti the* latter* the most 
balmy aiul delieiow?;.'* in his history and desciiption 
•of this wine, one of the me»st ae:i\eable articles in his 
Aino nitales,'’ there is a kind** of i\ 2 c^‘inc energy 
and enthusiasm, a rliap^idical aHeeOtton,pi* si sipnpe- 
dalian words, which would sei'in to indicate IhaL^even 
the remembrance of this oriental nevtaf has tin [j'ftwer 
of elevvitini^ the animal synritst But, whaU'vci were 
tlu* delijilits of Shiraz, it was necessary to biU them 
adieu, and inw'ardly exelaiminy:; with the khain, “ liow 
sweetly wo live if'a shadow' would last!” lu turned 
his l)at*k upon Mosellay and*thc Koknabad, * lui pur- 
sued his route towards (joinbroou. 

Here, if he was pleasgd with contiasts,^hc could 
not fail to bo highly ^ra titled, for 'iio two piTcw^ upon 
cartlf could bjt' more mdikcthaii Shiraz and Gi#ii bioon. 
it W'as the pestilential air of this detestabUi i oa^l thaT 
had deprived iieliii Valle of his Maani, and^.^. dAic cd 
Chardin to the brpik of the ^rave; *and Ka n.p.er had 
not been there inuii^^ Vtntlis before Jib cxpi^ leiiccd, 
in his turn, th<;^dcadly elfects otibi^'athinj:; su niHamed 
and insalubrious an atmosphere, from whiei , in the 
summer season, even the natives are coinju lud to tiy 
to the mountains. Thoufi^h no* doubt the iui*»es ^d 
long been atw;orkJthc effect manifested itselt . w .denly 
in a malignant fever, in which he lay dem. -us for 
sever^ days. M'hen the violence of tins murder 
abated, it was successively folio w'ed by u rupsy. 
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anc* a quartan aguet; tlmugli wliich dangerous an3 
unusual * steps,* as Dr. Scheuchzer observes, he re- 
.^overed his health, thoiij^h not his fo/mer strength and 
vifijohi*. Admonished \yy this rough visitatioTi, he now 
hu/1 recourse tVi tliose means for tlie restoration of his 
strength, wliit'h a more rigid prudence would have 
taught him to pvt in practice for its preservation ; 
and removed with all possible expedition intJ the 
mountaliious districts of Laristfin. ’ 

'On the IGth of June, 1G86, at least six weeks after 
every other saiie perAiu had fled from the place, 
Kiempfer set out from Gombroon, sitting in a pannier 
suspended from the^, back of a camel, being too weak* 
to ride on J^orsebiick, and attended by a servant 
mounted ‘'upon*' i’n ass, while another animal of the 
saniQ species carried his cooking apparatus and pro- 
vis'idhs. To shield himself from the burning winds, 
which swept with incredible fury along these parched 
and nak( d plains, he stretched a small sheet over his 
head, which, falling dawn on both sides of the pannier, 
served as a kind of tent. Thus covered, he contrived 
to keep himself tolerably* cool by continually wetting 
the sheet on the inside ; but, being clothed in an ex- 
ceedin^Y tliin garment, oj>Qn in several parts, he next 
day found that wherever the wet sheet had touched 
him, the skin peek'd off as if it had, been burned. 
Maving pi;o(Mir<jd the assistance of a guide they de- 
serted Ibc ordinary load, and struck ofl', by a less 
circuitous, but more difficult track, yirough the moun- 
tains. 1’he prospect for soMf fime w^as as dull and 
dreary as could be imagined; cohsistijjg of a succes- 
sion of sandy deserts, here and there interspersed with,, 
small salt ponds, the glittering mineral crust of which 
sh^)wed like so many sheets of snow by the light of 
tjie stars. '' * 

* At length, late on the night of the 20th, though the 
darkness yirecluded the possibility of perceiving the 
fprm of surrounding objects, he discovered by the 
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iirftmn. of plants and flowers viiffii^'d tliroiiLrh tlie air 
that, he was approaehin;^ a verdant and cui'tivatt‘(l 
spot ; and eontinuyej^ his journey another day <»yer a • 
?' 0 (‘ky plaiTi he arrived at the fv()t of the inotnilalns. 
Mere lie found woody and well-watered valleys, altew^ 
natiii'i,' with steep and erairiry passes, which insplrt'd 
him with terreu' as he ^azed at tliei* frownite^ and 
treineijilons hrow's from Ixdow. J5y dnd hf jktm*- 
v(‘rane(*, howef(*r, he at len:;'th n*aehed th<‘ siinunirf of 
inoiint Bonha, or at leas^ the hii 4 :he!>t inhahited part," 
though spiry roek'^, shootini»f iq* ah«)vc‘ this ino.intain 
])la1ean on^everv sich* . intc‘ret‘pii‘<l all view of the snr- 
rwnndmir eoiintrv. The <‘hief of th^^ nK)nntain vlllajj^e 

whirh he intended to reside received! !iinWiyfc>sj>i 
and on the very morning’ jtftcT his^air« ;il, iyt rod need 
him to the; s])ot wdiere hc*\vas to remain dlirinui; Ins 
stay. This was a kind of ^;*ur(h*n vxposed to rfiff 
norlh-ea*'t, and thenddre eool iFnd airy. Pon’ds (jf 
walin', easi'adi's, narrow ravini‘S.^ overhanizini; roi'.ks, 
and shady trees, rendered it a <le]i»>‘htfnl ndreat ; Init 
as the Persians, us \Vell as tin* Turks, ivi^nrd onr 
hal)it of ]»aeinii; backward and forward avS no better 
than madness, tliere were no walks worthy of the. 
iidjne. Wlieu showers of rain, or an.y otln'j^CJyise, 
made him desire shelt^n', luj betook himself to a small 
ediiiet; in the warden, wlieie his only eompanion was 
a larc;e ser])-'wit, wliieh (‘iiseoneinl itself iiv a hole 
directly oppodte*to*.his coueh, vvherc it ])as'?Qcl tjje 
ni;^iit, hut rolled oiyt early in the inorniriij to bask in 
the sun. upon the roek^. t iJpoh a sum\y spot in the 
i»'arden he dailyoUservetl two deiieaVi iitthi cliaineh'ons, 
^Jihi{‘ii, he was persuaded, w*ere deli^^hted with his 
s(»eiety ; for at lernj>:th one or the bther of them would 
follow him into the house, either tc) enjoy tlu* wurmtli^ 
ofcthe fire, or to pick* up such oriinibs as miiJ:ht drop 
“from his table durinjif dinner. If observed, however, 
it w'ouhj^ utter a sound like the gentle laugh of a 
ehild, and spring off to its home in the trees. He was 

%OL, j. * . T - , • 
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fhortly afterwards joinml by another German invafid 
from Gombroon, whom he appears to have found pre- 
'^fera^eas a companion both to t^m serpent and the 
"''-hameleon. ^ , 

i Having now no other object than to amuse himself 
and recover his health, he indulged whatever fancy 
came ifppermost ; at one time examining the ]>]ants 
and trees>'of the inouiitfdn, and at another joining a 
parity .of mountaineers in hunting that singular species 
of •antelope, in the stomach of which the bezoar is 
found'; The chase bf this fleet and timid animal 
recpiired the hunters to be iul)i;(md before day, when 
they concealed themselves in some thicket or cavern, 
or bcneatl=»- -be bi'Ows of overhanging rocks, near the 
springs wh'ic^^ it usually 'repaired with the d:iwn to 
drink. They knew, from some peculiarities in the 
tl^ternal appearance of the beasts, such individuals 
as ceVtaiidy contairfad the bezoar in their stomach 
from those which did not ; and in all his various ex- 
cursions Ku'mpfer requested his companions to fire at 
the former only. * 

In these same mountains there was an extraordinary 
cavern, concealed among rugged and nearly inaccessi- 
ble nr^^ciplces. from the sides of which there constantly 
exu(led a preciouSs balsam of a bJack colour, inodorous 
and almost tastxdcss, but of singulaj: efficacy in all 
disorders of the bowels. The same dwtrict likewise 
contained several hot baths; numerous trees and 
plants, many of which were iinknawn in Europe; and 
11 profusion of those fiercc<Jivniii’ials, such as laopards, 
bears, and hyenas, Avhich constitute^jlhe game of an 
Asiatic sportsman. „ 

Remaining In thcf^e mountains until he considered 
bis strength sufficieTftly restored, he returned to (Gom- 
broon. During his residence iii Persia, which was 
nearly of four years’ continuance, he collected so largo * 
a quantity of new and curious information, that, not- 
withstanding that most of the spots he deserTbes had 
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visited by former tnivelkMS, Uis wliole track seewjs 
to run over an untrodden soil; so true is it, that it is 
tlie mind of the traveller, far more than the material* 
scene, wldch fiiniishes the elegients of intwest* tin^r 
novelty. Tiic history of this part of hisT:ravels, theiaJ- 
fore, tlic results of which are cc«ilaincd in his “ Anice- 
nitatcs,'^ seemed to deserve beintr^ j^iven ilt some 
lengths To that curious vohmit‘ I refer t[ie*reader for 
his ample and inten‘slin<]^ history of the p^enaraJtJon, 
j^rowth, culture, and us(;s of the date-palm; his ‘dc?- 
sei’i})lion of that remarkable balsamic juice,* called 
inuiniiui.hi by the Vp>ians, and inumia, or miinniy, 
by Ka inpter, which exudes /rom ^^^^ock in the district 
of Daraab, and was annually collected ¥v4h extraor- 
dinary pomp and (‘ereirlbny for^ tlie* sMe ^iiSe of the 
Persian kinp:; and the curious account whfch ho .has 
^i\ on of the asa fiXitida phgit, said, to* be produf^l 
only in Persia; the ?)c7ia m(dint*fisis^ or worm' which 
breeds between the interstices of^ the muscles in vari- 
ous parts of the human body; and the real oriental 
drapfon’s blood, whieh is obtained from a coniferous 
palm. * 

About the 1 lt)88, he sailed on 

board llu* Du 'oon, whixdi. havinp^ 

oi’ders to U \ at IV'^uscat, and sevT-ral other ports of 
‘ * onjgyed an opjiortunity of observing,* some- 

e¥*liihato and productions of that country, 
spicy jfihoro, to borrow the lanp;*iag 4 ^ of 
baan odpurs are ditl’usedby the north-east 
lb 

* - • 

1 ‘leased wifli t%* g^rateful sniell ftld Ocean smiles! 

Proceeding eastward throiiejh ?lie Indian Ocean, they 
successively visited the llorth-^^estern coasts of t^e 
peccau, the kingtloms of Malabar, the island of, 
h.^(A‘yloii, the Gulf of Bengal, and Sumatra, all which' 
countries he viewed with the same curious eye, the 
same spirit of industry, and thirst of knowledge. 

T 2.* 
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tUpwiirds of a y^'-ar ^i'as spent in this tU'li^LrhtfTil 
vb\aiio/tho ticH t not lUTivinii: at Batavia, its uliiinate 
. point ^(jf destination, until llie inopth of Soptoinher, 
h/)i^rV. Kieinptei re^‘ard(‘d this (duel' seat of 'die Dutcli 
p^nv(‘r in the I'.ist as a liaekneved to}iie, anil nej;'leetc(l 
to bestoAv any (‘onsideixble research or pains upon its 
history Hir appt'jiraiu'e, its tKuh‘, richc'^, pov\er, or 
('rn.iu Tit ; hut the natural history of the eounr-try, a 
suhjcekinorV A\ithin the seopi' of his taste and stiulics, 
as Vi (.11 <is more siipeilicdaily treated by owners, eom- 
niandeil I'uueli ot liis atfmiiion. The eiiii -us and i‘xten- 
sivi' L;ar(l(‘n of r'()rneliii'*\ an (Jufnporn, direelor-j^cneral 
of th(‘ Duteh Iva^t J.ndia C'Miipany, the ^arfJm of M. 
Moiler, and-hh(' little island of Eidam, lyinL; but a few 
leame s i^fuL^via, aHordcsl <i number of rart; and 
sin<;ular plants, indl-^'euoiis iwid cwolie, many of vhieii 
Iw Vas the tp oi)ser\e and dcseribe. 

It \\asat liiat jjeriodtli(; policy iif the Dulcli to send 
an annual (‘iiihassy to the eouit of Japan, the oi>)ect 
of^^hieh was to extend and ;4ive stability to their eoni- 
niereial c’onnexion with that eouiriry. Kijr.'mjifer, who 
}ia(| HOW' betm (E^ht moiiths in Ihitavia, and apjiears, 
dijiinu-lhat peiiod, to huM* made inaii) jiowcrlid and 
ii-t ruEOif-mls, ol)taiiu.‘(l the; si. nal favour of beino; ap- 
poiuftd "pliysieiair to the embassy; and quo ol' the 
slops leeeivin^;' orrhrs to loneh at Siani,,liie aulhorities, 
^lo enhaiioe the oblipition, 'perniiited hiis;. to perform 
the \n\;R!e in tliis vessel, tj eat an, opjmrnuiitv mip,ht 
be athirded him of beboldinc; thc^.euriusities of that 
•country. ' , * « « 

lie sailed from via on tld 7th ()f May, IGbO; 
and steeriin.^ tliroupjh tin; Thousand Islands, having^ 
the lofty mountains Java and Sumatra in si^;ht 
dt«riii«* two days, aihrived in thirteen days at Puli 
Tmion, a small island on the castcrti coast of Malacca. 
Th(‘ natives, whom he denominates banditti, w'crc a 
dark, siekly-lookin^ race, who, ovvimj; to their habit of 
plucking out their beard, a custom likewise prevalent 
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\\\ StiTTiatra aiul tlu; Malay pcmiTisula, had all the 
pearaiiro of ugly old women. Their dress eoii'sist^ed of 
a coarse eummerl^uiid, or girdle, and a hat niaiAifac^ 
fined frod^ the ieav(‘S of tlu* so<j-o^ ])alm. Tluy irtitlcff 
stood nothing of tlu* use ot money; hiA \\iirmgry 
chaiigcid their nieonijiarabh* iin#ngO(‘S, figs, pine-apples, 
and ibwls, for linen slnrt^, rice, or iipn. Oil the (ith 
of Jifm* th(*y arrivc‘d safely in the inoitth ol tlie 
Meinarn, ::mi cast anchor before Siam;* whvn; our 
traveller’s N^uixotic passion for botany immediately 
h'd him into the woods iit search ol plants •but as 
timers and other wihl^lv'asts were here the natuial lords 
of the soil, it was fortunate that Jiis heTbori/iiig did 
not cost him dearer than he intended. •. • 

In this country, whi(‘l> has •reeent/y* h^3J‘d '«ddy 
described by Mr.' ( ‘raw fued, the historian of the Injlian 
Archipelago, Ka inpfer niadt‘^but a s^^oiT stay, liftiie 
<'apital, w hieh formed the extreme limit ol his’know- 
led-ge, lie obsc ned a great ninnber of 1(‘m|des and 
schools, adorned w'ith jiyramids and eobiinns ol \arlous 
forms, covered with* gilding. Though smaller than 
l^urojican eliur<‘h(‘S lu dudension, they were, Im 
thought, greatly superior in beauty, on account of 
tlieir'^immeroiis bending a^id proj(‘Cting ro(£s^, gilded 
arehitra>a»s, [)ortiec> 4 *s, j/dlars, aiut other oinaiftciits. 
In tlTe iriti'i'icy, tlu* irreat number ot gilded images 
of Buddha, seated in long rows upon raised terraces, 
whence they scenuil to overlook the worshippers, in- 
creased the pieliji’esipie character* of the building. 
Some. of these statue^ we of enoriiKvuf? size, exceed- 
ing not only that Phidiau Jujiier^ represented in a 
^sitting posture, wduch, bad it risen, must have lifted 
up the roof of the timiple, but*e\TU those jirodigious 
statues of Osyniaiulyas, on the plains of Upper Egyj^t, 
which look like i/etrifactions of Tyi>hiXius and hn- 
^••ccladus, the Titans who cast Peliori upon Ossa. One 
of theje gigantic images, one hundred and twenty 
feet long, represents Buddha reclining in a meditative 
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poj^lure, and bus s('t,Jtlie fishidn in Siam for tbo atd- 
tfide in* wliicb wisdom may he most successfully 
„W'ooe*d. 

' ^ iM'saiUui^ down the Mcinam, he was s>^roatVy amusc'd 
wjth'tlie extrtiordiiiary juimher of hlai'k and gray 
monkeys, whicli walktul like })igmy armies along the 
shore, or perched themselves' u])on the tops of the 
loftiest trees, like crows. Tlie glow-worms, Ve oh- 
servijs, all’ofded another curious spectacif* ; for, setting 
trees, like a fiery cloud, file w^hole swiirm Avould 
spread rthVmse Ives over its branches, sometimes hiding 
their light all at once, and a/inomimt after shining 
forth again with ih^^ utmost regularity and exact nossj, 
as if they jivere iu> a perpetual systole and diastole. 
The iniiMnorah^e swarms mustjuitoes, which in- 
liahited the same hanks, w«re no less constant and 
a<:U»»’e, though less agreeable companions, whi(*h, from 
the complaints of our.traveller, a]>pcar to have taken a 
peculiar pleasure in stinging Jlutelimen. 

They left tlie month of the river on the 7th of duly, 
and on the 11th of August disctfvered the mountains 
of Fokien in C’hina. (Continuing their course along 
the southern coast of this cm pin*, tlu'y ohs(*rvcd, 
about the. twenty-seventh degree of iiortli latitude, a 
yelh^vTsh-grcen substance floating on the ..surface of 
the sea. wliich appeared for two day,s. Exactly at 
^Jie sainc^timc they were visited by $ num’oer of 
strange black birds, which peiched, on* several yiarts of 
the ship, and suffered themselves to be taken by the 
hand. Thesis visits, which yyn'f made during a dead 
calm, and when ,th(;. weutluir At as insufferably hot, 
were succeeded by tremendous stforms, aceompauiec^j 
by thunder and light niiig, and a darkness terrible as 
that of Egypt. The' rain, which was now add(‘(l to 
the other menaces of the hcavenSi, and was hurled, 
mingled with brine and spray, over the howling,-* 
waves, appeared to threaten a second Deluge ; and 
.hoth Ktempfer and the crew seem to have anticipated 
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a prey to tVe sharks. However, though 

storm after storm beat upon 'tlienl in their course, fte 
“ auclax <»;enus Japati ” boldly pursued '‘their way, and 
on the 2-Uli of St^)tomber east anchor in the lAirt)o\jr 
of Nan 5 ::dsiki, in Japan, which 4s ene\()sed with lofty 
mountains, islands, and rocks, and thus guardcd^>y 
nature against the raj^e of the sea, and the fury of 
the tjnnpcst. • ^ 

The a})pe#irance • of this fiarbour, wl/i«h on the ar- 
rival of kmmpfer, was enlivened by a small ‘tlhet of 
pleasure boats was sini:^ftlarlypicturcs 4 ue. Intheeveninj^ 
all the vesselsandboatepLit up their!<p:hts, which twinkled 
^ like so irtany stars, •over ^the dark waves ; and when 
the warm lii^ht of the morning ujfjjearetii, the pleasure- 
boats, with their allci:,pate black ,ajfU *vxhite sails, 
standing out of’ the port, an‘d»gil(fed bj the bright 
sunshine, constituted an agreeable spectacle* • lire 
next sight was equally striking. This consisted of a 
number of Japanese officers, with pencil and paper in. 
hand, who came on board for the purpose of reviewing 
the iiewly-arrived foreigners, of whom, after narrowly 
scrutini/ing every individual!, they made an exact list 
and des( rijition of their persons, in the same manner 
as we describe thieves and suspicious characters in 
Europe. All their arm'fe and arnmunitiw^,* ^jpgether 
will? thc*ir boat amJ skiff, were demanded and delivered 
up. Their |)?ayer-books and European mbney thjgy 
concealed in ^cask, which was carefully stowed away 
out of the reacli of the Japanese, 

Kiempfer (juifted the ship as soon as possible, and 
tooU up his residciuct at Desima, 3i small island ad- 
joining Nangasdtt, or only septirated from it by an ar- 
tificial channel. Here he feythwith commenced the 
study of tlie language, and* the contrivance of th( 
means of acquiring from a people, bound by a scAemr 
oath to impatt nothing to foreigners, such iuformatfor 
respecting the country, its institutions, religion, anc 
maimers, as might satisfy the curiosity of the rest o 
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ijuinkiiul iVspc’ctini]^ sin^ukir a nation. Tlie rliffp. 
evHic's, .he obs('rvt‘s,* witfi vvhicli he had to contend, 
were r peat, but not altogether insuperable; and 
v’igjit^'be ONcreonio by ])roper nKini‘igeinent,#.noUvith- 
st.indMig all iluJ ]>i*ec raitions whieli tlie Japanese go- 
veTiirnent liiul takiui to jthe contrary. The Japanese, 
a prudeirt and valiant nation, were not so easily to be 
bound l)y ;ni oa'h taken to such gods or spijrits as 
were not w(W!'hi})]Hvl by many, and were* unknown to 
most; or if they did comply, iu was chief! ydVmn fear 
of the puaiishnuvnt wlikdi would inevitably overtake 
them if betrayed. Besides, thovigh, proud and w^ar- 
like, they weie as cuiious and jjulitc a natibn as any 
in the world, naturejiv inclined to commerce and fa- 
miliarity y^'iTn Inreigners, ai\i(* desirous, to excess, of 
a(‘([niiing a' know le dge of their ldst(>ri(‘s, arts, and 
scieijjjes. Biiutbc Duleh being merebauts, a class of 
men wdiich they ranked among the lowTst of the 
human race, and \iewed with j(‘alousy and mistrust 
even for the very slavish and suspicious condition in 
whiclt they weie held, our travelkw could discover no 
liiKxie of insinuating himself into tlicir friendship, and 
winning tlicin over to his interest, but by evincing a 
readiness to coiujily with their desires, a liberality 
whieli pabdui d their avarice, and a humble and sub- 
missis e manner which flattered tbcfr vanity. '■ 

^fBy these means, as lie ingenuously coi*lesses, he con- 
trived, like anollier Ulysses, to subdue the spells of 
relig'icAi and government ; and having gained the 
friendship ami good ojiinioii of^th^^- interjireters, . and 
the officers who commanded in Desirna, to a degree 
never before possessed by any Euro^jcaii, tlie road to 
the knowledge he desir/]d lay open and level before 
him. It would, indetdy liave been no easy task to re- 
sist V he methods he put in practice, for affecting his 
purpose. He liberally imparted to them both medi- 
cine and medical advice, and wliatevcr knowledge he 
I)ossessed in astronomy and mathematics ; he likevvise 
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lurui>lied them with a liberal supply of Eifi’opean spi- 
rituous licpiors ; and tlu'se, joined wi^i tlu* foreef of 
captivating manners, were arguments irresistible 
was thertibre pcTinittcd by degrees to pnt^ wf«i4ewr 
({ueslions Ik; pleased to them fe?ipectiwg- their gov^n- 
jiient, civil and ecclesiastical, Jtlie ])olitical and natural 
history of tlic country, the manners and customs ot 
the natives, or any other poi^^t njuinVhicli he required 
infoiTnation > even in those matters on \\*hich the most 
inviolajilc* secrecy was enjoined by their oatl\s. . .The 
materials thus collectcTl, howi^ver, though iiighly im- 
]jortant and scr\ i(‘ejabie, were tar tfom being altogether 
satisfaetvfrv, or snfiiVient Jouiidation Vv hereon to erect 
'a history of the country ;* whiclt, therClore, he must 
have left iinat tempted nothis goo^geniu;*prc sentcd 

him Avith (»ther still more^ ample tneaus ol knowledge. 

Upon his arrival in Desima a younjf man ot Si> 4 ?ui 
four-and-tvveiity, jirudent,' sagat'idus, indetUtigable, 
thoroughly aecpiainted with tlu; languages ot ( hinaa.nd 
Japan, ai.d ardently desirous cfl' improving himsell in 
knowledge, was ap|ii^iuted to attend upon him, in the 
double capacity orservantanid pupil. Ihis young man 
Jiad ihegood foiTnne, while under ihedirectionoi Kminp- 

fer, to cure the governor ol the island ul ^^omc com- 
plaint under whicli he laboured ; for whiclrim|ft)rtant 
servi(*(} he was permitted, apjiarently contrarv to rule, 
to remain ijj Ore service of our tiuveller during tfA 
whole of his st?^y in Japan, and even to accompany 
him on his two journeys to the capital. In ortter to 
derive all possible VWa^tiige from the friendship of his 
pupil) Kmmpfer ta*ight him Jhitgh, as well as ana- 
tomy and surgeiy,»and moreover allowed him a band- 
• some salary. The Japanese was not ungrateful. He 
collected with the utmost assiduity from every ac- 
cessible source sueV information as his master rcquir€d , 
\nd there was hot a book which Kmmpler desired te 
consult that he did not contrive to procure for him. 
and eJ{ plain whenever his explanation was necessary.^ 
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About the middle 'of Febrwary, 1091, the custom, 
mairy presents having been got ready, and the neces- 
sary preparations made, the Dutch embassy set out 
fttniv •Nangasaki for the court of tno emperor, with 
K’c'ompfor and Us pupiUn its train. Having got fairly 
out of the city they ])roceedcd on their journey, pass- 
ing throitgh tlie small village of^Mangome, wholly in- 
habited by ,Ieathef -tan iicr^s, wdio perforin the oiH,^’e of 
public executioners in Japan; and* in about two hours 
passed a stone pillar marking die boundaries of the 
territory cf Nangasakii Her4 and there upon the 
wayside they beheld the statue^'of Zisos, the god of 
travellers, hewn out of the solid' rock, with* a lamp , 
burning before* it, ap'd wreaths of flowers adorning its 
brows. Ar"a liule distaucij, from the image of the 
god stood rf basin fuH of water, in which such tra- 
veytjfs performed their ablutions as designed to light 
the sacred lamps, or make' any other offering in honour 
of the divinity. 

Tow’ards the afterivoon of the first day’s journey 
they arrived at the harbour of Onvura, on the shore of 
Vhich they observed tliec smoke of a small volcano. 
Pearl oysters were found in this bay ; and the sands 
upon the coast had once been strewed with gold, but 
the ei^i*o&chment .of the sea had inundated this El 
Doradian beach. Next morning ** they passed within 
s/ght of a prodigious camphor- tree, hejt less than 
thirty-six feet in circumference, standing upon the 
sumiivit 6f a craggy and pointed hill ; and soon after- 
wards arrived vat a village f^movs Vor its hot baths. 
After passing tldough another viUage, they reached a 
celebrated porcelain-ii^anufactory, w»here the clay used 
was of a fat-coloured vhite, requiring much kneading, 
washing, and cleansing, before it could be employed 
in ^;he formation of the finer and# more transparent^ 
vessels. The vast labour required in this manufacture ^ 
gave rise to the old saying, that porcelain was formed 
of human bones. 
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» Tlie country thro- whjch they now travelled was 
agreeably diversified with hill and jlale, cultiviisted 
like a (garden, and sprinkled wdth beautiful fields of 
rice, enHosed by rows of the tea-shrub, pjanted a 
short distance froin the road.* “On the next day tjiey 
entered a plain country, wat<4red by numerous rivers, 
and lin'd out in rice-fiHds like the former. Jn passing 
tlirciigh this district they Jiad for* the first time an 
opj.ortunit}»of obsirving the form and features of the 
womcji Af the provhice of Fisen. Though* ajready 
mothers, and attended by aniumcrbus prt>g4;ny, they 
were so diminutive Iji stature tlftit they appeared to 
be .so many girls, while the p'aint which coveied their 
faces gave them the airpf grcat*tabies* or dolls. They 
were handsome, bowc*#er, tiotwitkslandT»g that, in 
their quality of married women, ibey^ad plucked 
out the hair of both eyebrows ; and their belfinitiowi 
was agreeable and genteel!. Sanga, the capital o 
the jnovince, he remarked the same outrageous pas- 
sion for painting the face in all the sex, though the;j 
were naturally tl«i most beautiful women in Asia 
and, as might be conjecturt?d from the rosy colour d 
their lips, possessed a fine healthy complexion. 

Upon quitting the pnAunce of Fisen, and enterinj 
that of Joussima,^a mountainous -and ruggcfl Country 
the^ travel le^d in a rude species of palanquin called 
cango, being nothing more than a small,, square l>%s 
ket, open on. all sides, though covered at top, an< 
carried upon a ^ pole by two beifrers. In asCbndin 
the fnountain of F^hnp^z they passed* through a vil 
lage, the inhabitatits of whi(jli,.they were told, wer 
all the descendaftts of one man; who was then living 
Whether this was true or no^, Kmmpfer found thei 
so handsome and well formed*, and at the same tin 
so polished am? humane in their conversatioif an 
manners, that they seemed to be a race of noblemei 
The scenery in this district resembled some of tl 
woofly and mountainous parts of Germany, consistir 
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of rapid succession f>it bijls add valleys, covered witli* 
co(>ses of woojs ; and though in some few places too 
barreri to admit of cultivation, yet,^ whore fertile, so 
* hf^ldy* valiied, that even the tea-shrub was ‘’only al- 
lo'vy‘d*to occupy the* vSpace usually allotted to en- 
closures. • 

On tho 17th o^ February they reached the city of 
Kokiira, iiv tiie province* of Bnsen. Though c’cmsi- 
devahly Vroin its ancient opulence and splendour, 

Kcku.ra was still a larpre city, i,V)rtifie(l by tenvers and 
bastions* jtdorned with* many curious gardens and 
public buildings, and inhabited by, a numerous ])Opu- 
lation. Here they ni^^ved though two long lines of 
people, whfuJin^’d both sides ^>f the W’ay, and knelt in 
profound Vbde* they passed. They then em- 

barked in barges* ; and, sailing across the narrow 
stra/t* tvhich divfdes the ishc^nd of Kiersu from Nisson, 
landed at Simemoseki «mi the latter island, the name 
of wdiich signified the prop of the sun. Next day, 
being Sunday, they remained at Simouoseki ; and 
Ksempfer strol]c<l out to view the rity and its neigh- 
^bourliood. He i’onnd it filled wuth shops of all kinds, 
among which Avcrc those of certain stonecutters, who, 
from a black and gray species of serpentine stone, 
dug from tfie quarries in the viciij^ity, manufactured 
inkstands, plates, boxes, and f- veral other articles, 
wMi great ..neatness and ingenuity. H.? likewise 
visited a ^temple erected to the manes of a young 
prince‘who had preiiiaturcly perished,. This ho found 
hnng, like their'tlieatres, vdth -Va^ic crape, while«» the 
pkvement w^as jiartly^ covered withVarpets inwrought 
with silver. The statue of the royal *youth stood upon 
an altar; and the Jap.mose who accompanied our 
traveller bowed before "it, while the attendant priest 
lit, u^j> a lamp, and pronounced a kind of funeral 
-oration in honour of the illustrious dead. From the 
temple they were conducted into the adjoining monas- 
tery, w»here they found the prior, a thin, grave-looking 
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^Id man, clothed in af robe of'^black crape, who^sat^ 
upon the door ; and making a small^preseAt to the 
establishment they departed. • ^ 

Next •morning, February 19th, they embarljcd ^or ^ 
Osaki, preferring the voyage *l)y watt*!’ to a tdilsj^e 
journey over a rude and mountainous region ; .and, 
after sailing tlirough ?i sea thickly studded with small 
islar^ls, the greater number«of which were fertile and 
covered with ]K)puratiou, arrived in five* days^af their 
point of flestination.*^ Osaki, one of the live im^xirial 
cities of Japan, was a placi* of cdhsiderLtbU (ixtent 
and great o])ulenoe.* The street:^’ were broad, and in 
. the centre of the priiicijial ones ^n a canal, navigable 
for small unmasted v( ssels, whioii eoiLvcY^lid all kinds 
of merchandise to the eVoors of thc;^^tcrchcAits ; while 
upwards of a hundred* bridges*, many ol •which were 
extreincdy beautiful, spammed tlu‘se cAnals, ancftcy©n>- 
rnunicated a pieturesqiu^ a»d Jively air to thci whole 
city. The sides of the river were lined with free- 
stone, winch descended in ste*ps from the streets to 
the water, and ermbled persons to land or cinbarl;^ 
wherever they pleased. Tlfc bridges thrown over the. , 
main stream were constructed with cedar, elegantly 
railed on both sides, amj ornamented from space to 
space wij^h little g^jibes of brass. • The po})ul«tion of 
the dity was 'ynimmsc* ; and, like those of lyost sea- 
port towns .jireni ark ably addicted .to luxury, and volujl- 
tuousness. • ^ 

From Osaki th^\y proc 4 jedcd throftgh a plain C(yrintry, 
planted with rice, adcjrned witl/ plantations of 
Tsadanil trees, to Miako, the a\jci«nt capital of-Japan'. 

^ It being the first <fay of the montK, which the Japanese 
keep as a holiday, they met great multitudes of people 
walking out of the city, as tinf Londoners do on Sun- 
« day, to enjoy the’^weets of cessation from labour,^ . 

With pleasaunce of the breathing fields yfed, 
to vi^t the temples, and give themselves up to all kii>4s 

‘ . • • • 

♦ \ 

I 
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of rural diversions. Nothinj^ ci'/uld be more c^rotesque* 
the* appc;^rancc of 1110*^0 crowds. The women 
were richly dressed in various-coloured robes, with a 
pii.'pFr colpured silk ab >iit their foreheads, aod wear- 
in^.^laige straw»«hats, t'o defend their beauty from the 
sun.. Here and there aiuomj^ the multitude were small 
groups of beggars, some dressexJ in fantastic garbs, 
Avitli strange masks upon, their faces, others waVIcing 
upon l]igh irOif stilts, while a third party walked along 
bearing large pots with green trees upon th«,ir heads. 
The mev'e ’"merry among' them sung, whistle. I, ])iayci 
upon the flute, or beat little bcKs which they carried 
in their hands. In the streets were numbers of open 
shops, jugiil^rs, andiiplaycrsi who were exercising their 
skill and iit<jenuit»y for the aiv.usemcnt of the crowd. 
The temples, which were creeled on the slope of the 
Rieiglrbouring grc>n hills, were illuminated w'ith nu- 
merous lamps, and thq, priests, no less merry or ac- 
tive than their neighbours, employed themselves in 
striking with iron hammers upon some bells or gongs, 
which sent forth a thundering sound over the country. 
Through this enliveuiug scene they pushed ou to their 
inn, where they were ushered into apartments, whicli, 
being like all other apirtments in the empire, desti- 
tute orivhiriTiieys, resembled those W. stphalia^n smok- 
ing-rooms in which they smoke their beef and ha'ms. 

^^■Having visited the governor, and the.Jord chief- 
justice of Miako, and delivered tl\e customary pre- 
sents, 'xhe embassy “proceeded, towards Jedo. Short, 
however, as wa^> their stay, Kq]i,ppi^cr found leisure for 
observing and desevibing the city, which was exten- 
sive, well-built, and immensely populous. Being the 
chief mercantile and nianufacturing town in the em- 
pire, almost every house was a shop, and every man 
an krtisan. H^re, he observes, they refine J copper, , 
coined money, printed hooks, wove the richest stuffs, 
flowered witli gold and silver, manufactured musical 
instruments, the best-tempered sw^ord- blades, pictures, 
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^wels, toys, and every species^ of dress* and orna- 
ments, * k ’ * 

They departed from Miako in palanquins on 
second ol* March, *and travelling through a pictiixjsqjte 
country, dotted with groves, ^itterii^ with tCmyjJes 
and lakes, and admirably cukivated, arrived in tliree 
days at the town of Mtjah, where they saw a^very curi- 
ous eilihce, called the “ Temple of Vhe Three Scimi- 
tars,'* where three miraculous swords, oribe udcli^ed by 
demigods,* are honour<5d with a kind of divine worship. 
On the 1 3th of March tkey^arrivee?, by a* road 
. running along the edgj of the sea, ilt Jedo, and entered 
.the principal street, *wheri^ they encountered as they 
rode along numerous trains* of prinpes, ^jjfid^^rcat lords, 
with ladies magnificently pressed, an^earriei in chairs 
or palanquins. This city, the largest and most popu- 
lous in the empire, stands ^it the bott?)m of a Vw»go 
bay or gulf, and is at leasU twenty miles in circum- 
ference. Though fortified by numerous ditches and 
ramparts, Jedo is not surrounded by a wall. A noble 
river, which divides itself into numerous branches, 
intersects it in various directions, and thus creates a 
number of islands which are connected by magnificent 
bridges. From the princjpal of these bridges, which 
is called JJiponbas^or the Bridge of Japaif, fh(S*great 
roads'leading to all parts of the empire radiate as lines 
from a corngtioA centre, and thence likewise all road!fe 
and distances are 'jneasured. Though houses are not 
kept ready built, |is at I^foscow, to* be removed^at a 
momcyit’s notice in ^f destruction by fire or any 
other accident, theyure generally sjo slight, consisting 
entirely of wood abd wainscotting, that they may be 
* erected with extraordinary despatch. Owing to the 
combustible materials of those edifices, the very roofs 
j^onsisting of mere' wood-shavings, while all the fl(^rs 
.,^are covered with mats, Jedo is exceedingly liable to 
fires, which sometimes lay waste whole streets and 
quartd's of the city. To check these conflagrations 
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their l)C 2 :inhin"s ('very housv has a small wooden 
tetn of water /Jii tlie hoii*:e-to]D, witli two mops for 
sprinkling; the w-ater; but these ])recautions being 
fi^jaFiO^atly foiuid inefHci(mt, large eminpanit*!. of fire- 
ineji (‘i)nstantly' patrdr the streets, day and night, in 
or(5er, by ])ulling dow^i some of the neighl)()uring 
houses, to ])ut a stop to the fi?es. The imperial pa- 
lace, five Japanese miles hi eireumferenet'. cousiicts of 
several easHes united togetlun* liy a wsoll, and siir- 
nmnded by a dee[) ditch. The various stri’ctures 
which^^'ompose this vast'r('sid(ince, arc' built with free- 
stone, and from amidst tiie wilderness of roofs a s([uare . 
white tow'or ii^es aloft, and ('-onsisting of marty stories,, 
each of w lijch Jins it-'^ leaded »-oof, ornamentetl at each 
corner with gildvjd dragons, communicates to the w'hole 
scene an air of si)’'j:ul;lr grandeur and heaiity. Behind 
dha»palace, wJrkdi itself stands upon an aeclKity, the 
ground- contlniK's to rise, and this wholt' slo[)e is 
adorned, a<‘C(»rdiiig to the taste of the country, with 
curious and magniflecmt trardens, wliieh an' termimitc^d 
by a pleasant wood on the top of a hill, ])lantt‘d with 
tw’o different species of pliPnc-trees, whose' starry leaves, 
variegated witli green, yellowy and red, are exec'ediiigly 
beautiful. . 

Wtum t’rieir arrival at Jedo w^as notified to the im- 
perial commissioners, to whom w as ini rusted th(*^vegu- 
Itttion of foreign affairs, tliey wx‘re command ('d to be 
ke])t confined in their a])artmcnts, and s-trietly guarded. 
This,"in all probalXlity, was to prevent tiieir discover- 
jng the trenieiidous acxident had lately occurred 
‘in the city, where forty streets, corisisting of four thou- 
sand houses, had been burned to^Vhe ground a few 
days before llKiir arrival. Several other tires, exceed- 
ingly destructive and terrific, and an earth<tuakc which 
sh<i'ok the ^vhole city to its foundations, hap})eiicd* 
within a few days after their arrival. On the 29th of^ 
March they were honoured with an audience. Passing 
through the numerous gates and avenues to the 'palace 
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!>ctwecn linos of soldierj?, i^rmcd with aiii^ 

<*lothcd in black silk, they were (iondufeted into an 
apartment adjoininj^ the hall of audience, where 
were commanded to await the cmpf.j'or’s gleasifre. 
nothing could more forcibly paint the insolent pride u¥ 
this barbarian despot, or the degik’aded position which, 
for the sake of gain, the f)uteh were co^^tent to 6ccupy 
in Japaf), 1 shall describe thii^huiniliatinjjj ceremony 
in the w'ords of the traveller himself. ‘‘ Having watted 
upwards of an hour,” sayn he, “ and th<j emperor hav- 
ing in the mean while seated liims^lf in the hSu^l? 
SKidience, ^ino Comi^^thc governor of Nangasa'n), 
mad the two commissionerfc?; .came Wn and conducted 
our resident into the emperor’s prefecnc^, leaving us 
behind. As soon .as he cimie thitlie%*tfiey#^ried out 
afoud ‘ Hollanda Captain K which was *thp signal fcr 
him to draw near, and make kis obeisance. Accorcl-? 

’ ingly he crawled on his haudsfaifd knees to a place 
shown him, between the presents i*angcd in due order 
‘ on one side, and the place where the emperor sat, on 
the other, and then kAccling he bowed his forehead 
<[uitc down to the ground, and so crawled backwards, 
like a crab, without uttering one single word. So 
mean and short a thing is#the audience wejiavo^f 
J:his mighty monarch. ‘ * 

After a second*andicnce, to which they were imdtcd 
chiefly for the -purpose of allowing the ladies'of the 
harem, wdio viewed them from behind screens, an 
])ortiinity of seeing what kind of animals ^J^utchmen 
were, and having despatfli%il tluvpublic business which 
was the sole object of Ihc embassy^ ftiey returned to 
Nangasaki. During tliis second visit to Jedo, on the 
following year, nothing very renlarkablc occurred; 
except that they were^ invited to dine in the palace,^ 
und thus afforded an opportunity of observing the 
ct quette of a Japanese feast. Each guest was placed 
lit ii small separate table, and the repast commenced 
'vith hot A^iite cakes as tough as glue, and two hollow 
voj.. 1 .^ • u 
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loaves, of laijge cU:iit'Tision, Vomposed of flower a'iid 
siiggr, and^'i>prmkled over witli the seeds of the 
;b(j senium album. Then followed, a small quantity of 
'pickled* S'cdn^on ; aod the magnific^ent entertainment 
ivas concluded with a few cups of tea, whi('h Kaenipfer 
assures us was little better tlrdii warm water ! When 
they Ka^ devoured tliis sumptuous feast, they were 
conduct cjl. towards the* hall of audience, whefe, after 
hafii^gbecu questioned respecting theiPnames and age 
by^sevejaf Buddhist priests cind others, iCamipfer was 
£om*hianded to sing a song, for the amusement of the 
emperor and his ladies, who v/afe all prese,nt, but coir- 
cealed behind siYceiis. . *"He of course obesyed, and 
sung Sftlnc* yerst'S which he had formerly written in 
praise of a lack fo** whoni he says he had a very par- 
ular estc*t;ni. As he extolled the, beauty of this paragon 
to the highest degree, preferring it before millions 
of money, the emperbr, who app(*ars to have partly 
understood what he sung, inquired the t‘xa(‘t meaning 
of those words ; upon whic'h, like a true courtier, our 
traveller replied that^they sigSiified nothing hut his 
sincere wishes that heaven might bestow millions of 
portions of health, I'ortune, and j)rospcrity, upon the 
eftipero", his family, and court.” The various mem- 
bers of the embassy were tliet. commanded^ as they 
had been on the former audience, •to throw off their 
cloaks', to walk about the room, aitd to exhibit in 
pontbmime in^what manner they ‘paid compliments, 
took leavQ, of their parents^^ lijstresses, or friends, 
quarrelled, ‘scolded, arfd^ were reconciled again. 
Another repasty sijmewhat inor^e ample than the pre- 
ceding, followed this farce, and their audience igas 
concluded. * 

i Having now remained in A,^ia ten years, two of 
which were spent in Japan, the desire of revisiting^his 
native land was awakened in his mind, and quitting 
Japan in the month of November, 1692, lie sailed for 
Batavia. Here, in February, 1693 , he embarked for 
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Europe. The voyage Vast cd a ^vholef year,, durifiig 
which they were constantly out at sea, with thv ex- 
ception of a few -Aveeks, which they spent up(i'\*y 5 J 
solitudes of an African promewtory, Jbr so h« de- 
nominates the Cape of Good Hope. He arrived 'lit 
Amsterdam in the October following ; and now% after 
having, as M. Erics observes, pnshe«l his Researches 
almos? beyond the limits of flie old world., began to 
think of takin*g his doctor's degree, a measure* which 
most plfysicians are camfiil to, expedite be^)r§ they 
commence their perogyi nations*. Ue was honourtfd 
Vith the clpsired titl«»at Leyden, in April, 1694, and 
custom requiring an inau^iwal 'dit!course», he selected 
for the jmrpose ten of the most sin^iihn"* of Tjio&e dis- 
sertations which • he dfteVwards* pf!]jlislnSd in his 
‘‘ Armenitates.” * » %% • 

This atlair, which is still? I belitve, considered 
important in Germany, being * concluded, he re- 
turned to his own country, wAiere his reputation 
and agreeable manners, together with the honour of 
being appointed physician to Ivs sovereign, the Count 
do Lip[>e, Ov erwhelmed him with so extreme a practice 
that he could command no leisure for digesting and 
arranging the literary materials, the only «che^,* as 
^he obseyvesp, which hS liad amassed during his travels. 
However, busy fts he was, he found opportunities of» 
conciliating tifh favour of some fair Westphalian, 
w'ho, he hoped, ‘mifj;ht deliver him^from a portion 
of his cares. In th^ natural expectation die was dis- 
apj)ointfcd. Tlie lad\\ i^v'froili concufring with her 
lord ill smoothing tjie rugged p^th of human life, 
was a second Xaiitqipe, and as, one of Kmmpfer s 
nt'phcws iflates, poured more fearful storms upon 
his head than thosfi which he had endured on the 
ocean. His marriage, in fact, was altogether un- 
I'.^rtunatc ; for his three children, who might, per- 
haps, lu^ve made some amends for their mother's 
harshness, died in the cradle. , 

• ^ 2 ‘ ' \ 

% 

I * 



CELEBRATED TRAVELLERS. 


292 

It WTS upwards of eighteen years after his returiJ, 
that he published the first fruits of his travels and 
jtesgfir-chcs — the “ Anioenitatcs Exotica) ; which, 
hdwaver, immediately diffused his reputation over the 
A^nole of Europe. 13ut his health liad already be^un 
to decline, and before he could prepare for the press 
any further specimens of his ca[)acity and learning-, 
death stepped in, and snatched him away fr(9m the 
enjoyment of his fame and friends, on the 2d of No- 
v^'^'ber, 1716,. in the 66th year of his age. 'He was 
iftierrcd in the cathedral church of St. Nicholas at 
Leingow; and Berthold Haeck,'\ninister o<* the towm’,* 
pronounced la fun<sral serfiion, or panegyric over his 
grave, ^yhiclrwas -afterwards printed. 

Upon the death of Kaempfer being made known 
irj^iEnglaiid,,. Sir Hans Sloane, whose ardour for the 
improvement of science is w^cll known, commis- 
sioned the German physician of George 1., who 
happened to be at ♦hat time proceeding to Hanover, 
to make inquiries respecting our traveller’s manu- 
scripts, and to purchase them, if they were to 
be disposed of. They were accordingly purchased, 
together with all his drawings ; and on their being 
br(5jight.. to England, Er. Scheuchzer, a man of 
considerable ability, was employed to translate the. 
princi'pal work, the ‘‘History of Japan,” into English. 
From tnis version, wliich has since 'Sl/een proved to 
have been executed with care "and fidelity, it was 
translated hi to French by Desiuaigencux, and re- 
translated into German irf'an^ imperfect and 'slovenly 
manner. However; after the V^pse of many years, 
the original MS. was faithfully copied, and the worl^, 
hitherto knowm to our traveller’s own countrymen 
rhiefiy through foreign translations, published in 
Gcimany. Many of Kaernpfer’s •manuscripts srill 
remain unpublished in the British Museum. ^ 

Kfcmpfer may very justly be ranked ai^iong the 
most distinguished of modern travellers. To the most 
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(Extensive learning;^ lie unitft(l<in euterpr/siii^cli^racti;j*, 
singular rcctitudu of judgment, gr«%t warmth of 
fancy, and a styl<i of remarkable purity and elcjjancei 
llis “ Amcenitates ” and “ Histgxy of ^.Japail,” 
in fact, be reckoned among the most valuaWe 
and interesting works ^which have ever been written . 
on the manners, customs, or natural history of the 
east. • . • , * 
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* Of the birth, education, and early lite of this tra- 
vcjfcr, litile or not hint;' appears to be known with cer- 
tainty. His friends, who wereh>t‘ oviitt‘(;l rank, since** 
he calls Sir C'.harles^Jiodi»\'‘«*, Jud^(‘ of the Hi^h Coui^ 
of Adinirklty, his ancle, seotn to have resided in the 
neiji:hbonrl;ood (if* Richmond. < Having (*oinpl(‘ted his 
studjes, and taken tite debtee, of Master of Arts at 
Oxibrd, he was /appointed CMiaplain to the Ena^lish 
Faictory at Aleppo, and dcpart(*d Iroin Ene:lan(l in the 
year 1(195. Part of jliis journey was pi*rforined ])y 
land ; but whether it passed off smoothly, or was di- 
versified by incidents and adventures, we are left to 
conjecture, oiir traveller notlraving tbonu;lit ins move- 
ments of sufficient imjmrtanco to be known to pos- 
terity. .. It is simply re<*orded that be passed throu 2 ;h 
Gernlany, and mtide some short.-stay at ^Fraykfort, 
where he conversed witli the celcbrayjct Job Liidol- 
phus, who, learning his design of resting in Syria, 
and ^viaiting the Holy Land, coHiiminieated to him 
several questions,* the clearing up \r^f which upon the 
*spot, might, ’it was hoped, to illustrate ^various 
passages in the Old Jiud New Testaments. 

Shortly after his arrival at Aleppo, he undertook, ii^ 
company with a considerable number of his flock, that 
journey to Jerusalem, which, shorthand unimjvortant as 
itVas, has added his name to the list of celebrated 
travellers ; so pleasantly, ingenuously, and delights 
fully is it described. The. history of the short period 
of his life consumed in this excursion is all that rc- 
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viiieii lit; imsTiui. jsuu^hl i;iuici lu uu: ^.ll^^- 

juise, Mio 'spots rentlert^cl venerable by the footsteps 
n* suft'orin^s of Christ, aiid of 'the prophets,* 


Tflains to ns; and this ft jiis,t sutheient to exeitc oiy: * 
rej;Tet that we can know no more ; for^roni the mo- 
ment of liis introfjuetion into our company, ui^fil h<i 
(juits ns to* carry on liis ]Hons and noiseless liiboniS^ 
Aleppo, diversified only by friendly diimers and rn«Al 
promenades or huntinjj, we v7ew his (‘haracter with . 
uninin^led satisfaction.* He was a learned, c’heerfnl, 
«able, ronscientions inan, who viewed witji a pleasure, 
which he has^iot sought (uther to (‘xaggerate -op dis- 
guise, 
or 

•and apostjes. 

Maundrell and his companions (VparteeJ from Aleppo 
on the 2Gth of February, l()9(),'\and* crossing the 
plains o’f Keftceu, whioh tire fnijtfiil* welhcultivated, 
and of iinniLMise extent, a«’iving in tw6 days' at Sl\o^r, 
a large but dirty town on the banks^ ot*the Oroiftes,* 
where there was a splendid kkan* erected by the cele- 
brated Grand Vizier Kupcrli, ^u the next day they 
entered the pashalic of Tripoli ; travelling through a 
woody, mountainous' country, beneath the shade of » 
overarching trees, amused by the roar of torrents, or 
by the sight of valleys whose green turf was sprinkled 
with myrtles, oleanders, tuj-ips, aneinonies, £^uiva?jou3 
other aromatic^ plaits and flowers. In traver^ng a 
low valley passed over a stream rolling through 
a narrow rocsi^y channel ninety feet deep, which was 
called the Shctkhls wife, an Arab princess^ living 
formerly perished Vn this dismal chaiSm. 

Crossing GebeA.OcdrJbj/^ or* the “Moinitain of Dif-"*, 
Acuity,” which, according to o»wr .ifraveller, fully de- 
nser ves its name, they arrived towards evening at 
Belulca, a village famous for its wretchedness, and 
for the extremely .^humble condition to which Chris- 
4:ianity is there, reduced, Christ being, to use his own* 
t«xpressive words, once more laid in a manger in thaf 
place. The poorness of. their entertainment urged 
them to quit Belulca as quickly as possible, though 
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t)i? weather, which finrinj: the preceding day had bee?* 
extremely bad- was still far from being settled ; and 
t»ad not proceeded fur before ,^hey began to rc- 
gu;r this miserable .resting-place, the rains bursting 
o\t again Avith redoubled violence, ])rcaking up the 
roads, and swelling the- mountain torrents to overflow- 
ing. At Icngtlv however, they arrived opposite a 
small village, to reach which they had only to cross a 
little rivulet, dry in summer, but now increased by the 
ralits to considerable volume, . lud found upon* trial to 
b^infiassable. In this dilemma, they had merely the 
choice of returning to the miserable, inhospitable deit* 
where they had pj-^^sed the preceding night, or of 
pitehing their 'tent^ where tl>ey were, and awaiting the 
falling ot the sfr?am. The latter appeared the pre- 
ferable coi'irs^*, fliougb the vreather seemed to menace 
'asebond Dclugc^ the mo&t terrible thunder and light- 
ning how mingling with* and increasing the horrors of 
thestorn?* wdiilc their servants and horses, whom their 
single tent was too small to shelter, stood dripping, 
exposed to all the fury of the heavens. At length a 
small sheikh’s house, orbiirying-place, was discovered 
in the distance, where they hoped to be allowed to 
takff shelter along with the*saints’ bones; but the dif- 
ficult was how to gain admittahes, it being probable ^ 
that the people of the village would regard the ap- 
proach of so many infidels to the tom)i' *of their holy 
men ;is a profanation not to be endured. To negotiate 
this matter, a Turk, whom they bad brought along 
*with them for such occasions; '^v^is despatched tewards 
the villagers, to obtain permission peaceably, if pos- 
sible; if not, to inform them that they would enter, 
the edifice by force. It is possible that the Ottoman 
exceeded his instructions, in his menaces, for the iii- 
jdignation of the villagers was rousedy and, declaring 
‘that it was their creed to detest and renounce Opiai>‘ 
and' Abubcer, while they honoured Ahmed and Ali, 
they informed the janizary that they would die upop 
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•the infidels swords rcfthcr wthan, submit to l;avc 
faith defiled. The travellers on th««r pari assured 
them that the opinion they entertained of* Opiar j«idj 
Abuheei* was in no res])eet *l>cttei‘ than their*'l3wii ; 
that they had no intention whatever to d(‘file <i^ieir 
holy places ; and that their cfnly object at present wa^ 
to obtain somewhere or another a sjielter frftm the in- 
clcnfcncy of* the wep-thcr. This aj)pareijt participation 
in their sectarian feelings somewhat mollif^etl their 
disposition, and tlleyoat length consented to itnlock 
the doors of* the tomb, and allow the infitlels Lt>«de- 

* posit th^‘ir baggagC^ii it ; but AVith respect to them- 

• selves, it was decreed by Hlie peimorselefvs villagers that 
they Avere to pass the might suit Jeme. "When our 
travelTers saw the door o^iened,^ hciwever^ ftiey began 
secretly to laugh at the^beards of tfic honest zealots, 
being resolved, as soon as^leep should have AA^mj^peft 
itself round these poor people bkc a cloak, as “Sancho 
words it, to steal quietly into tjie tomb, and dream for 
once upon a holy grave. They did so ; but either 
the anger of the shaikh, or ^heir wet garments, caused^ 
them to pass but a melancholy night. 

Next morning, the waters of the river, which rose 
and fell with equal rapidHy, having sunl^ta their or- 
» dinail^ level^they issued forth ’from their •sacred 
aparunentJ^i^d proceeding westward for scene tin^, 
they at leng^ascended a lofty eminence, from whence, 
across a wide ^nd fertile plain,, they discorejed the 
city of Latichen, •founded by Seleucus ^icator on the 
margin of the sea. Mill^ing* this city and the Medi-. 
terranean on the gight handyman'll a high ridge of 
^ mountains on the left, they proceeded through the 
plain towards Gibili, the anciept Gabala, where they 
arrived in the eveyiing, and remained one day to^re- 
•cruit themselves. In the hills near this city were 
•fou/id the extraordinary sect of the Nessariah, which 
still subsists, and are supposed to be a remnant of the 
ancient pagan population, worshippers of Venus-MJ- • 
liy.a and theSun. , • • 

/ f* J 
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' l?''ooeeclini2: south vviml alojis: the sea-c*oast they cross- •" 
ed the N^ihrcNM^lck, or Kinu:*s River, passed throiiri^h 
Barcas', the ancient Balanea, and arrived towards 
surWef at Tortosa, t]i(i,Ci>rthosia of antitpiity^ erected 
on i\jfc edi>:e of a fertile plain so close to the sea that 
the spray still dashes ainc/n^ its cruinblifn:: monuments. 
ContinuinJ: their jQurney towards Tripoli, they beheld 
on tlieir riij^ht.^at about titree miles (listanee ironv’thc 
shore, fhv? little island of Ruad, the Arvafi or Alphad 
of the Scriptures, and the Andus' of the (Jreck and 
Ro»»^ns* a yjlaee whi(‘h; thoua^h not above two or 
three furlonjrs in leni»:th, was on?.!e.' renowned for its ^ 
distant naval c.\pediti'«iis and immense .eoinmeree, in • 
w'hich it in’iiiitiftiief*?' for a time a rivalry even with 
Tyre and &ii$loii ttvunsclves. ' llavinjj travelletl thus 
far by foiced inarches, as it w^re, thtiy determined to 
remam a whole week at Tripoli, to repose their “ wea- 
ried* virtue,’* and by etftiifp: p^ood dinners and making 
merry with their friends, prepare tluunselves for the 
enduring of those “ slings and arrows of outrageous 
fortune,** which all fleslp but especially travelling 
flesh, is heir to. But the more fortunate and happy 
the hero of the narrative happens to be, the more 
unfoptunvit^ and melancholy is his biographer, for 
happirfess is extremely dull and iiv/ipid to cf'^ery one, „ 
except tke individual who tastes it. Kor this reason 
we hurry as fast as possible over all tl/^: bright pas- 
sages of«’a man’s life, but dwell With delight on his 
sufferings, his,perifs, his hair-breadth escapes, not, as 
some shallow reasoners- wotllli^have it, because we 
rejoice at the misfoHiaies of another, but because our 
sympathies can be awakened by nothing but manifes- ^ 
tations of intellectual ^energy and virtue, which shine 
forth most gloriously, not on the ycalm waves of en- 
joyment, but amid the storms and tempests of human** 
affairs. . • 

We therefore snatch our traveller from the rural 
fl&rties and cool valleys of Tripoli, in order to exposp 
him to '-oil and die spears of the Arabs. The wegk 
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•of ])leasiir(* heinj^ e\^Rre(l^ tlie party set ^ forv\|iird • 
towards the south, and proceediiipi;- for,tivc*hoiirs aloui^ * 
the coast arrived ^at a liitj^h rocky promontory^* in^-j 
sectintv t'Ac road, and lookiivj^ \yitlj a smooth ,*to\v7^?11?fj:, 
and almost perpendicular face upon tlTe sea. lliisiiip- 
pears to be the promontory called by Strabo, but where- 
fore is not known, rii^oi Oeov npotriorrov, or tlfe Face of 
Crod#Nearthis stranj^ely-naificd s])ot*they encamped for 
the iii^ht uiider the shad*i of a cluster of oil trees. 
SurmcMinfinj]: this stee^and diHicultbarrier in the morn- 
ings, they pursued their way afong: the shore* un'lil‘‘^^ey 
•arrived at Gabail,*tl4^ ancient mblus, a place once 
‘ famous for tht; birth aiuUvyorsln^ of Arjonis. In this 
place they made little or.no stay,^)ushingj hastily for- 
ward t!b the Nal)r Ibrahhn, the riv/r*Ad 4 ^ifis of anti- 
ejuity, the shadows of Grecian fable *crowd in gj thicker 
and thicker upon their mmds as tbey^advanceoPJ^nfl 
bringing along with iheni jiw#et schoolboy recollec- 
tions, sunny dreams, which the colder phenomena of 
real lift,* never wholly expel from ardent and imagina- 
tive minds. Here ‘they pitched their tent, on thev 
banks of the stream, and prepared to pass the night 
amid those fields where of old the virgins of the coun- 
try assembled to unite wijli the goddess of •bf^aut^’', hi 
, lame]atat4)nsj^ Adonis, • 

Whose Snnunl wound in Lebanon allured * ♦ 

The ^^ian damsels to lament his fate 
In amorcAis ditties all a summer’s day, « ^ 

W'^hile sinu^Lli Adonis from his rfhtive rock ' 

Han purple to ^1^(4 ^a, supposed with*hlood • 

* Of 'J'hamniuz yearly wounded : the love- tale 
Infected Sioi^’ s daughters w^h like heat. 

Whoso 'v^'Tintoii passions in the sacred porch 
* Kzekiel saw, when by tlie vision led 

His eye surveyed the dark illolatiies 
Of alienatet!^ J udah. • 

• The night was rainy and tempestuous, and when 
they looked out in the morning tlie Nahr Ibrahim 
had assumed that sanguine hue, which, according to\ 
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Lur^an, j^lways distiiig^uislips it at that season of the> 
year in which tie festival of Adonis was celebrated. 

tup stream not only ran pufple to the sea,” 
bnftiad actually, as the, y observed in travelliii|^ along, 
COIL .null i cat cd lis bloody colour to the waves of the 
Mediterranean to a coiisid(*ral)le distance from the 
land, just as the Nile discolours .them at the time of 
the inundation along the hole coast of the DeltJi 
Thei. ;oa(l now lay nearly at the foot of those steep 
and riigged inountains which lu'^vefor many ages been 
in baited by the iVlaronites, several of whose convents 
they discerned pe rched like eagles’ nests on the bare 
summit of the crags.^,. A i\)Ld cut for a considerable * 
distance through th solid rock, and a track still more 
rude and wi^J, wocu by the footsteps of travellers in 
the side of the mountain, at length brought them to 
tiie”tiver Lyciis, .,or Cams, the Nahr-cl-Kelb, or 
‘‘ Dog’s River” of the Turks and Arabs. Proceeding 
along a low sandy shore, and crossing the Nahr-el- 
Salihy they arrived at a small field near the sea, where 
St. George, the patron of imgland, acting over again 
the fable of Apollo and Python, fought with and 
killed that mighty dragon which still shows its shining 
scales on, the golden coin of., Great Britain. A small 
chapel', now converted into a moj^que was anciently ^ 
erected on the spot in commemoration pi the ex!ploit. 

In the evening they jirrivcd at Beiroot, yi^here they re- 
mained the following day, cxamiihrmg the ruins and 
present aspect of the city. • ^ 

/ The principaUcuriosities ofuEe^iroot w'cre the palace 
and gardens of Fakrcddin, fohrth prince of the 
Druzes, a people of Mount Lebanon, said to be de- 
scended from the fragments of those Christian armies ’ 
which, after the final failure of tlj^e Crusades, were 
unifolc or unwilling to return to their own countries,* 
and took up their residence in the mountain fastnesses ♦ 
of the Holy Land. Originally the gardens of Fak- 
rtddin must have been a little Paradise. Even* when 
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^Maundrell was there, lifter •time, and neglect, had flipn-’ 
siderably impaired their beauty, they/#ere still worthy' 
of admiration. J-.arge and lofty orange-trees^'of 4rhe^ 
deepest verdure, among whiolj. the ripe ytdlow^i^uit ^ 
hung thickly suspended like oblong^spheres of ^^Id, 
shaded the walks ; while below small shining rivulets 
of the purest water rstsiKrippling along, thrcAigh chan- 
nels^of hewn stone, spreading cocUncs^s through the * 
air, and distributing^ themselves over the gatdens by *' 
many*imperceptiblb o^itlets. 

On leaving Beiroot they proceeded tlirdugh a '<pa- 
cious pl^iin, and ti^^vbrsing a large grove of pine-trees, 
planted by the Emir F 2 fkjredd», arrived in two hours . 
on the banks of the river Dammai\ aneienBj Tamyras, . 
in which, about four years before, *1:116 ^>ungcr Spon 
had been droiVned iif proceeding' northward, from 
Jerusalem. Coining up t5 the edge of the streathlhey 
found a number of men, who, observing their approach, 
had stripped themselves nakecl, in order to aid them 
in passing the stream ; but having previously learned ' 
that a bridge whicii once spanned this river had been . ' 
purposely broken down by thcsi* officious guides, in 
order to render their services necessary ; and that, 
moreover, they sometin/es drowned travellers to ob- 
tain ^heirjjmj^rty, they disappointed the ruffifins, and 
ascending^c^ig the stream for some time,<it length' 
discovered c^ord, and crossed without their aid. 

At the Awie, a^small Viver abqut three m»l^ north 
of Sidon, our IfavelkM'fe w^re ni6t by,scveral French 
mcrcfhunts from .thiV tl^,y, who, having been informed ' 
of their drawing i^ear, had comse/dut to welcome them. 
From these friends they learned, however, that the 
French consul, who, being a[so consul of Jerusalem, 
was compelled by the duties of his office to visit the 
• Holy City every Easter, Imd departed from Sidon the 
^ dgiy before ; but that as. ne meant to make some stay ' 
at A^ra, they might hope to overtake him there. On"* 
,this account they again set out early next mornidgj^'^ 
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t - • • 


i' 


301 - cELErr vted tiiavelleus. 

>a!i<J k(‘0|^iiig: close to tho sea, prlssed by the site of the' 
ancient Sarept**,' crossed the Nahr-el-Kiisinin, and in ^ 
i^aivnhei-, hour arrived at Tyre, whore„,iiotwithstandin^ 
lh^^^anxiAy to place themselves under the protection 
of 'die Freiicli consul, who was travellinjj; with an 
escort, they were detained for a moment by the recol- 
lection of the ancient ^lory of place. 

Havinjj; indulged their curiosity for an instant,' *they 
af2:ain hifrried forward, the phantom of live consul still 
flittinj^ before them, like the enchanted bird in the 
Ai>l:)iari Nights, and reached ■ Ras-cl-Ain, or the 
“ Promontory of the Fountains, ’t ’yhere thost^ famous " 
reservoirs, calFd tiie* ‘‘ Cisterns of Solomon,” are ' 
situated. Our ‘'traveller, who had little respect for 
traditions, ' Qonjecti^red ‘ that- these works, however 
ancient they might be, could not with propriety be 
rise A bed to the Hebrew king, since the aqueduct 
which they were inteirJed to supply was built upon 
the narrow isthmus iqxiting the island to the con- 
tinent, constructed by Alexander during the siege of 
the city; and we may be, sure, he* observes, that the 
aqueduct cannot very well be older than tlie ground it 
stands upon. 

At. AcKa ,they found the v?onsul, who had politely 
delayed his departure to the last<<mt ^^^'nt dn .order » 
tq give them time to arrive; and next*- morning" con- 
tinued therr journey iii his company, /^ZJrossing the 
river Bjdiys, on whose banks flass i^ said to have been 
first manufactyred,^ind makfng acrVjss the plain to- 
wards the foot ef Carmel, tR’ey^’entered the narrow 
valley through whieV tlie ancient "Kishon, famous for 
the destruction of Sisera’s host, rolls its waters to- , 
wards the sea. After ^'threading for nlany hours the 
mazes of this narrow valley, they issved forth towards 
evening upon the plains o^* Esdraelon sprinkled with ’ 
Arab flocks and tents, and in the distance beheld the* 
famous mounts of Tabor and Hermon, and the sacred 
/site of Nazareth, Here they learned the full force 
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of the Psalmist’s })C4jti<‘al allusions to deiys r>f 

Herniori,” for in the morniiij^ they found their tents 
as completely drenched by it as if it had rAinerJ a)i 
ni{:^ht. ^ ^ ^ 

Paying the custcnnary tribute to*the Arab's a;<^they 
passed, tluiy proceeded on Mieir way, their eyes rest- 
ing; at every step o«t .^oine celebrated spot* ; Samaria, 
SiWiem, mounts l\lbal \ud Gcrizihi, places rendered 
venerable il^y tlie wanderinp;s of prophets '^*i:d patri- 
archs, l/iit hallowed pi a more especial manner by the 
footsteps of Christ.; They iiow be'g;an* to* enter ^pon 
a more rocky aiul^ ‘noiuitainous country, and passing 
by the spot^, Avhere Ja^pb sa^ angels ascending and 
descending, “ in the vision of G.od,>’ and Beer, sup- 
posed to b(j the Michmas of thg^'3criptvfes,^to which 
Jonathan fled bom the revenge of his blxither Abime- 
Jech, arrived at the summit of a.liili, whence iPtarua, 
anciently Gibeali of SauU the plain of Jericho* the 
mountains of Gilead, and Jerusalem itself were visible 
in one magnificent panorama. 

Being in the Holy City, which no man, -whether 
believer or unbeliever, can visit without the most 
profound emotion, Mauudrell enjoyed unrestrainedly 
the romantic delight of ^living where (^Jurist had lived 
and^died, a high-iniiidc/J religious man must 

be uiie noblest pleasures which trav,tdling can 

afford. Tbjy resided, coring their stay, at the Latin 
convent, visiting ''the Yirious places which are sup- 
posed to ])Ossc.^ any •interest fot pilgrims; such as 
the church of the 'll dire, on M,ount Calvary, tne 
grotto of Jcreinialf, the sepdchfes of the kings, and 
the other famous '^places within the precincts or in the 
vicinity of the city. 

Four days aff^er Jiev. arrival they set out in com- 
pany with about tw^o thousand pilgrims of both"fec»es 
and of all nations, con Acted by the mosselirn, 'hr 
governor of the city, to visit the river Jordan.* Going* 
, out lof the city by the gate of St, Stephen,* thejj 
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cfoss^'d the vdllcy ol‘ Jehosj^uhat^ with part of Mount 
Olivet, passed ttrou^li Bethany, and arrived at tliat 
^novntahi wilderness to which Christ was taken forth 
^ tbb>- ^fc-mptapd by the dpxil. Here some terrible con- 
vulskin of nature' appears to have shattered and rent 
in pieces the foundations of the everlasting hills, sw'al- 
lowing up ’the summits, and th*’.Msting up in their 
stead the bases anil substi^acuons, as it were, of^^the 
' mighty »ihasses.* In the depths of a v^^lley which 
traversed this “ land of desol atifVn, ‘waste, and wild," 
wer^j. disfcoverecl the ruiiid^ of nuiverous cottages and 
hermits’ cells, many ascetics having formerly retired 
to this dreary ,region^to waste away their lives in 
. solitary penance^ Erom the^ top of this mountain, 
however^ thh /raveliprs erijoyed a- prospect of exlraor- 
, dinary^ diversity, >om prehen dbg the mountains of 
AVabiA', the Dead ^ca, and «the IMain of Jericho, into 
the last* of which they des<5ended in about five hours 
from the time of their leaving Jerusalem. 

In this plain they saw the fountain of Elisha, shaded 
.hy-n broiad-spreading tree. Jericho itself had dwindled 
into a small wretched village, inhabited by Arabs; and 
the plain beyond it, extending to the Jordan, appeared 
to be .blasted^ by tiie breath of sterility, producing no- 
thing but a species ;pf samphire, ar^J similar, stunted 
mjirinc jiknts. Here and there, where,! uii; sheecs of 
water, now- evaporated by tlje rays of jji;e sun, had 
fc'rmerlv ^^^pread themselves J.vcr the marshy soil, a 
saline efflorescence; white aiiJ glitti.j:ing like a crust 
' pi snow in(‘t {lH‘ eye; and \\A •;vdiole valley of the 
Jordan, all the way ttJ^)the Dead Sea, appeared to be 
impregnated with that mineral. ' They found tin’s 
cel(:l)ratcd river, which in old times overflow^ed its 
banks, to be a small stream not abo\y twenty yards in 
breadth, which, to borrow the woreJs of the traveller, , 
^ deemed to have forgotten ii? former gieatncss, there ^ 
’ being no sign or probability .of its rising, thongli the 
the thirtieth of March, was the proper sea^^ui of^ 
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Imnidatlon. On tfic cdntra^y, its^ wateny ran'W 
vleast two yards below the brink of its cftannel, , • 
Proceeding onwards towards the Dead Seii,r..tjl)dy 
passed over :in undulating plain, ‘‘in sosic places, risj^g 
into hillocks, resembling those places in England 
where, there have for^rly been lime-kilns, and winch- 
may ;j^K)ssil)ly have boeii yie^ccne o*jthe overthrow of 
the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, recorded in^ent^ 
sis. On upproaehiygi* the Dead Sea, they observed 
that on the easPand west it aws Inunmed. iinbyjinoun- 
^tains of vast heighjU'bctvveen whose barren ridges^it 
strotche(> avva), like* fi pnidigious canal, further th^n 
the i-ye could reacdi toward?! the south, ^ * On the north, 
its limpid and transparent waters i^ritiied aVng'^a bed 
of black pebbles, \whi(‘h,^ being dield (,)vcr fhe Hame of 
a candle, (juiekly kindle, and without being consi 
emit a black smoke of intolerable ^*teneh. Iinmgise 
ejuantities of similar stones are said to be found in the 
sulpliureous hills bordering upon the lake, lV)ne of 
the bitumen which tjie waveys of this sea occasional ly 
disgorge, %vas then to be ^ found, although \^s 
reported that both on tlic eastern and western shores; 
it might be gathered in great abundance at the foot of 
the mountains. The structures ofJithhw’ilh Which 
traditjon "^TTperstitioiis idle-’tieadcd Eld, had 
surrounded thi?i famous sea, vanislicd, like the fahie 
waters of tlit^cscjt, n]^i examination. No malig« 
nant vapours ase^ided fijpm the siyface of tho^waves; 
carrying death to tl^f|hirdsNwWeh might attempt tci 
liy ov*er it. On *tli^ contrary, V’jertfl birds amused 
themselves in hovdring about, dnd over the sea; and 
I the shells of fish were found {jinong the pebbles on 
the shore. Those apjdes of Sodom, which, ‘‘ atra et 
inania velut in ciiYerem vancscunt,” according to.^he 
*expression of Tacitus, whic^ for a thousand years havf 
Tfuwiishod ])octs with comparisons and similes, 
founclp hke many other beautiful things, to 

sontr. there being iji the neighbourhood oi 
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lake no trees iijioii wliich they could grow, Th6 
surprising lorce of the water, wliich, according to the/ 
historian of Rome, sustained llie weight even of 
those who had not learned lo buoy iheinscives up 
by art, was in a great measure found to exist, and 
subsequent experiments app(‘ai to support the opinion. 

Retiirni ig the ice to .b'r* and visiting Beth- 
lehem and the other holy jilaces in its vicinity, they 
at length departed on the 15th of April for Nazareth, 
which they inni.d to be an iiiconsidt ruble village on 
the summit of a hill. Their n ‘ul then lay tlirougb^ 
their former traek, ui.til they sluick otf to .he right 
through a cletile of IVlount Lebanon, entered the valley 
of Ih/cat^ and jcierged through a gorge of A nti-Li- 
banus into ihe plain <i' Damascus, which, watered by 
“ /-I ana and Pharphar, lucid str(‘ams,’' unfolded it- 
seh’ before the eye in all that voliqituoiis beauty, 
glittering in a transparent atmosphere, which intoxi- 
cated the soul of liie Arabian ]>rophet, and caused 
him to pronounce? it too generat’ve of delight. The 
‘ soiiiowhat colder iinaginadon of iMaundrel! was strongly 
moved by the view of this incomparable landscape. 
The City of the Sun, for such is the signification of 
its orienial lilled u]) its gilded domes, slender 

minarets, and tapeiiiig kiosks, amid a o deep 

■ erdure, Vvhil^ gardens luxuriant in beauty, and waft- 
hig gales of tlie richest i igraiu'c t \ .oiigh tl.'i air, 
covered the plain for thirt/ miles around the city. 
The interior of the r’’fy was rr‘atly inferior to its en- 
virons, and disap])oltiteo die trav eller. 

PTom Damascus, where they st.w the Syrian cara- 
van, commanded by dio Pasha of Tripoli, and con-' 
sisting of an army of pilgrims mounted on camels and 
qu'^intly-caparisoned horses, depart for Mecca, they^ 
proceeded to Baalbcc, wh re they arrived on the 5th 
May. The inagiiificent ruins of this city were the?? 
iHr less dilapidated than they are at presen^, apd 
called forth a corresponding degree of aclmiralww^ 

Vi 
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•‘from the travellers. The* site of‘ BaallJ^ecH on the,<^)o!:* ^ 

• side of a valley, between two lofty .ridges of mduntaigs, L 
IS higlily«salul)riAis and beautiful ; and the, cix. i./ns» 
of art wlilch fonneily adorned it wer<^iioway uifer or; 
and this is the highest praise tjie works of man can re- 
cew{‘, to the beahtl*^:^ which nature eternally repro- 
duces in those delicious jcgiwis. 'I]pme aifd the Otto- 
mans, however, havi* shown that they aft lcss«U.irallft. 

When i place a^oijls nothing for the contempla-'* 
tion of curiosiry but^ the *w)5t*cks of l‘orm<»r ages, it 

• usually detains ih^ ^footsteps ol* tlic traveller bij a 

short tiiji(\ and a<‘cordingly 2* .yyidrell and his com- 
panions cjuitted Baalbec early ne?^ and, pe- 

netrating through the snoNvy dehlcsi ftf jVlc^in4^I^,ba- 
non into the iiuiviliine ]'lains (A‘ rfyi4a, arrived in two 
days at Tripoli. Fn'au hmice, on thft 9th oftiVlaw.^ 
Maundrell departed with a gip^le to visit the fiuibus 
cedars, so fretpiently alluded to in the Sei ijitim's, and 

j: whieli, fiom tlie prodigious loiiS:i‘vily of the tret*, ni£*^ 

^ be those which the poets «an4 prophtls of [ ^rru *! niewo'^’ 
with so n»u(*li adniiratiun. The extrenie brevity of the 
. original iiarrativi* permits us to describe this excin 
sion in the traveller’s own^wonfs : — “ lla\ iug goi^c for 
three hours aems^ the }1lain of l*aia:ivcd,’" 

[ says te, ^Wit tne loot of Lihanuif; aMl, fmrp thence • 

I continually u^'iidingfiiol without greaijlatfb:ue, canfti 
! in hoursllfcjd iwhalfya smalf village called Edcii| 
and in two hoursjiiid a li^lf the eedar^?? 

“These noble lre^<.grow;aiiu)iigst^ fhe snow neat 
the higlu'st ])art of CebanolfT ai*e remarkable as** 
well for their own sfge and largeness, as for tluise fre- 

• quent allusions made to them*ui the word of God. . 
Hero are some of thc^i^vcry old, and of a prodigious I 
bulk ; and others^oungei’^qf a smaller size. 

former I couldVeckon up ^ly sixteen^ and the lattei\ 
^re’very numerous. 1 measured one of the • 

andfeundit twelve yards six inches in girth, anc)y«L ‘ 
and ^thirty- seven yaFfls in ;the spread its 
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"bouG’hs. At ubout fi/e or six yards fron* the p:round,^ 
'it war divided into, five limbs, each of which was* 
cqj* ’ to p great tree. 

')escending the moantain, and rejoining his friends 
at Tripoli, they departed thence together, and return- 
ing by the same road which llie ' had pursued in their 
journey to Jems Jem, t^'^y .arrived in a fewdiiysnt 
Aijppc vithout accident or peril. Such is the history 
of that brief excursion, which, beii'g ably and honestly 
described, has justly ranked ^iaundKdl among cele- 
brated travelle rs. The date of h s death I have been^ 
unable to discover. journey has been t.Jiuslatcd 

into several ’^.^<lern langu.'<res, and is held in no less 
estimaLioii abroad than at home. 
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